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SERMON  I. 


ON  THE  DELAY  OF  CONVERSION. 


.  ••     V 


John  i.  23. 

/  am  the  voice  of  pne  crying  in  the  wildemcfs^  make 
Jlraight  the  way  of  the  Lord. 

XT  is  that  he  may  enter  tnto  our  hcarti  that  Jcfus  Chrift 
announces,  by  John  the  Baptift^  that  we  have  the  way  to 
mak^  flraight  for  him,  by  removing  all  thofe  obftaclef 
which,  like  a  wall  of  reparation,  rife  up  betwixt  his  mer- 
cy and  our  wretchednefs.  Now,  thcfe  obfiacles  are  the 
Crimes  with  which  we  To  often  ftain  oorfelves,  which  aU 
ways  fubfift,  becaufe  it  would  be  neceflary  to  expiate  them 
by  penitence,  and  we  expiate  them  not :  the fe  obfiacles  sre  the 
paflions  by  which  oiir  heart  foolifhly  allows  itfelf  to  be  car-* 
riedaway,  which  are  always  living,  becaufe,  in  order  to  de« 
ftroy,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  conquer  them  ;  and  we  ne- 
ver conquer  them  :  thefe  obfiacles  are  the  occafions  againft 
^which  our  innocence  hath  fo  often  fplit,  and  which  are  ftill 
every  day  the  rock  fatal  to  all  our  refolutions,  becaufe,  ia 
place  of  yielding  to  that  inward  inclination  which  leads  us  to 
wards  them  it  would  be  neceflarv  to  fhun  them ;  and  we  fliuirr 
them  not :'  in  a  word,  the  true  and  only  manneir  of  making 
ftraig^it  the  way  of  our  hearts  for  Jefus  Chrift,  is  that  of 
cB^Dging  our  life,  and  of  being  fincerely  convened. 
Vol.  H.    .  B  But, 
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But,  though  the  bufinefs  of  our  converfion  be  the  moft 
important  with  which  we  can  be  entrufted  here  below,  fee^ 
ing  that  through  it  alone  we  can  draw  Jefus  Chrilt  into  our 
hearts ;  though  it  be  the  only  one  truly  interefting  to  us, 
fince  on  it  depends  our  eternal  bappioeTs ;  yet,  O  deplora- 
ble blindnefs  I  it  it  never  confidered  by  us  a  matter  either 
of  urgency  or  of  importance  ;  it  is  continually  put  off  to 
fome  other  time,  as  if  times  and  feafons  were  at  our  difpo- 
fal.  What  wait  you,  Chriftians,  my  brethren  ?  Jefus 
Chrift  ceafethnot  to  forewarn  you,  by  his  minifiers,  oi  the 
evils  which  threaten  your  impatience,  and  the  delay  of 
your  converfion  ;  he  hath  long  announced  to  you,  through 
oiir  mouth,  that,  unlefs  you  repent,  you  rooft  affuredly 
ihall  perifh. 

'  Nor  is  ho  fatisfi^  with  publicly  waraing  you  througli. 
Uie  voice  of  his  minifters,  he  fpeakt.to  you  in  the  bottom, 
of  your  hearts,  and  continually  whifpers  to  you.  Is  it  not 
lime  now  to  withdraw  ypurfelf  from  that  guilt  in  which, 
for  fo  many  years,  you  have  been  plunged,  and  from> 
vhicb  almoll  nothing  but  a.  miracle  can  now  extricate  you  ?' 
Is  it  not  time  to  refiore  peace  to  your  heart,  to  banifli 
from  it  that  chaos  oi"  paflionsi  which  has  occafioned  all  the 
misfortunes  of  your  life  ;  to  prepare  for  yourfelf  at  leaffc 
fome  few  happy  and  tranquil  days,  and,  after  having  lived 
fb  long  for  a  world  which  bath  always  left  you  empty  and 
uneafy,  at  laft  to  live  for  a  God  who  alone  can  give  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  your  heart  ?  Will  you  not  at  lad  befiow* 
i  thought  upon  your  eternal  interefls,  and^  after  a  life 
wholly  frivolous,  return  to  the  true  one,  and,  in  fervin/p 
God,  adopt  the  only  wife  plan  which  man  can  purfue  up* 
on  earth  ?  Are  you  not  wearied  out  with  flruggling  againft 
thofe  remorfes  which  tear  you,  that  fadnefs  of  guilt  which 
weighs  you  down,  that  emptinefs  of  the  world  which  ev« 

cry 
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tty  whtre  purities  you  ?  And  do  you  ndt  wilh  to  fioifli  at 
li^  your  BiitfortuA^s  tnd  your  difquietudcB,  1>y  finifliin^ 
youi"  criilies  ? 

What  ^11  we  reply  to  that  valvnrA  monitor  which  hath 
€o  long  ()x>)ien  in  the  bottom  ot  our  hearts  ?  What  pre- 
texts (hall  we  oppofe  7  tjlly,  That  we  are  not,  a^  yet, 
furnilhed  by  God  with  the  fuccouts  neceflilry  to  enable  uft 
to  quit  the  unhappy  flate  in  which  We  live  :  24/(7,  Tbirt 
we  ate  at  pt^felit  too  much  engaged  by  the  paflions  to 
think  of  a  new  life.  That  is  to  fay,  that  We  dart  two 
pretexts  for  delaying  our  converfion  ;  the  firft  drawn  from 
the  part  of  God,  the  fecond  frohi  within  ourfelres.  The 
firft  which  juftifies  us,  by  accufing  God  of  being  wanting 
to  tis  ;  the  fecond  which  comforts  u&,  by  alledging  to  our- 
felres OOi-  inability  of,  as  yet,  returning  to  him.  Thuk 
we  delay  our  converfion,  under  the  belief  that  grace  it 
Wanting,  ihd  that,  as  y^i  God  defireth  us  not ;  we  de^- 
by  our  converfion,  becaufe  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  fome 
future  day  we  (hail  be  lefs  attached  to  the  world  and  to  the 
paflions,  and  more  in  a  fituation  to  b^gin  a  Chrtftian  and 
an  orderly  life  :  two  pretexts  which  are  continually  in  the 
mouth  of  finners,  and  which  I  now  mean  to  overthrow. 

Part  I.  It  is  not  of  to«day  that  men  have  dared  to  ac- 
cufe  eV^n  God  himfelf  for  their  tranfgreflions,  and  have 
tryed  to  render  his  wifdom  and  his  goodnefs  refponfible  for 
their  iniquitous  Weakneffes.  It  may  be  faid  that  this 
blindndfs  entered  with  fin  into  the  world ;  the  firft  man 
fought  not  elfewhere  an  excufe  for  his  guilt ;  and,  far 
from  appeafing  the  Lord  whom  he  bad  fo  lately  difobeyed, 
by  an  humble  confeffion  of  his  wretchednefs,  he  aeciifed 
him  of  h^ing  been  himfelf  the  caufe  of  his  difobedietfee^ 
in  aSbciating  with  him  the  woman. 

And 
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And  fucby  my  brethren/  is  the  illurion  of  altfoft  aU 
foals  living  in  guilt,  and  who  delay  to  a  future  day  that 
converfion  required  of  them  by  God.  Thev  are  continue 
ally  repeating  that  converGon  does  not  depend  upon  us  ; 
that  it  is  the  Lor4  who  muft  change  their  heart,  -and  be- 
ilow  upon  them  that  faith  and  grace  which  they,  as  yet, 
Jbave  not.  .  Thus  they  are  not  fatisfied  with  provoking  his 
anger,  by  delaying  their  converfion  ;  they  even  infult  him 
hy  laying  upon  him  the  blame  of  their  obftinacy,  and  of 
the  delay  of  their  penitence.  Let  us  now  overthrow  the 
error  and  the  impiety  of  this  difpofition  ;  and,  in  order  to 
render  the  criminal  foul  more  inexcu  fable  in  his  impeni- 
tence, let  us  deprive  him  at  lead  of  the  pretext. 

You  tell  us  then,  tftly^  that  if  you  had  faith,  and  were 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  religion,  you  would 
be  converted  ;  but  that  faith  is  a  gift  of  God  which  you 
expe£l  from  him  alone,  and  that  as  foon  as  he  (hall  have 
given  it  to  you,  you  will  eafily  and  heartily  begin  to  adopt 
your  party.  Firft  pretext ;  the  want  of  faith,  and  it  is 
God  alone  who  can  give  it. 

But  I  ought  firft  to  a(k  you,  how  have  you  then  loft  that 
faith  fo  precious  ?  You  had  received  it  in  your  baptifm  ; 
a  Chriftian  education  had  cherifbed  it  in  your  heart  ;  it 
bad  grown  up  with  you  ;  it  was  an  eflimable  talent  which 
the  Lord  had  entrufted  to  you  in  difcerning  you  from  fo 
many  infidel  nations,  and  in  marking  you,  from  the  mo- 
ment you  quitted  your  mother's  womb,  with  the  feal  of 
falvation.  What  have  you  then  done  with  the  gift  of  God  ? 
Who  hath  effaced  from  your  forehead  that  fign  of  eternal 
elcQion  ?  Is  it  not  the  corruption  of  the  paflions,  and 
that  blindnefs  which  has  been  their  juft  punifhment!  Did 
you  fufpeA  the  faith  of  your  fathers  before  you  became 

diflblute 
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diflblute^nd  abandoned  ?  Is  it  not  yourfelf  who  hath  ex- 
tinguifiied  in  the  dirt  that  celeftial  torch,  which  the  charch 
in  regenerating  you,  had  placed  in  your  hand,  to  enligfa€« 
en  your  way  through  the  obfcurities  and  the  dangers  of 
this  life  ?  Why  then,  accufe  God  of  that  wafie  which 
you  have  made  of  his  favours  ?  His  is  the  right  of  re- 
claiming his  own  gift ;  to' him  it  belongs  to  make  you  ac- 
countable for  the  talent  which  he  had  entrufted  to  your 
care ;  to  fay  to  you :  **  Wicked  and  ungrateful  fervant, 
"  what  had  I  done  for  others,  that  I  had  not  done  for  thee  ? 
«'  I  had  embellifhed   thy  foul  with  the  gift  of  faith,  and 
*'  with  the  mark  of  my  children  :  thou  haft  cafi  that  pre- 
**  cious  Jewel  before  unclean  animals  ;  thou  haft  extin- 
**  guifhed  faith,  and  the  light  that  I  had  placed  within  thee : 
"  I  have  long,  in  fpiteof  thyfelf,  preferved  it  in  thy  heart : 
*'  I  have  caufed  it  to  outlive  all  the  impious  efforts,  which, 
"  becaufe  it  was  become  troublcfome  to  thy  debaucheries, 
**  thou  haft   made  to  extingui(h  it :    thou  knoweft  how 
**  much  it  hath  coft  thee  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  faith,  ^nd 
*'  to  be  what  thou  now  art :  and  this  dreadful  ftate,  which  is 
**  the  jufteft  punifhment  of  thy  crimes,  Ihould  now  becomes  ..':: 
**  their  only  excufe  ?  And  thou  fayeft,  that  the  want  of  filtk  - 
**  is  no  fault  of  thine,  feeing  it  depends  not  on  man,  thou,  who 
'"  haft  had  fuch  difficulty  in  tearing  it  from  the  bottom  of 
*'  thy  foul  ?  And  thou  pretendeft  that  it  is  me  who  ought 
**  to  give  it  to  thee,  if  I  wifh  thee  to  ferve  me,  I,  who 
*' reclaim  it  from  thee«  and  who  fo  juftly  complain  that 
**  thou  haft  loft  it  ?*'   Enter  into  judgment  with   your 
Lord,  and  juftify  yourfelf,  if  you  have  any  reply  to  make 
to  him. 

And  to  make  yoo,  my  dear  hearer,  more  fenfible  of  all 
the  weaknefs  of  this  pretext ;  you  complain  that  you  want 
faith ;  you  fay  that  you  would  wi(h  to  have  it ;  that  happy 
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taintf  ot  (he  truths  of  faith,  the  godly  would  always'be'the 
wifeft  and  the  fafeft.  Your  ftate,  therefore,  is  rather  the 
▼ague  determination  of  an  agiuted  heart,  which  dreads -to 
break  its  chains,  than  a  real  and  aAiial  fufpicion  of  faith, 
and  a  fear  left,  in  facrificing  to  it  all  your  iniquitous  plea« 
fures,  your  pains  and  the  time  fliould  be  loft:  your  uncer* 
tainties  are  efforts,  which  you  make  to  defend  yourfelf  againft 
a  remnant  of  faith  which  fiill  inwardly  enlightens  you,  ra« 
ther  than  a  proof  that  you  had  already  loft  it.  Seek  no 
longer  then  to  convince  yourfelf;  rather  endeavour  to  op-^ 
pofe  no  mor6  that  internal  convifiion  which  enlightens 
and  condemns  you.  Follow  the  didates  of  your  own' 
heart;  be  reconciled  to  yourfelf;  allow  a  confcience  to' 
fpeak,  which  never  fails  to  plead  within  you  for  faicb, 
agllinft  yoor  own  exceiTes ;  in  a  word,  hearken  to  yourfelf, 
and  you  will  be  a  believer.  ■ 

■  . 

:  But  It  is  admitted,  you  will  fay,  that  if  nothing'  mbre 
were  to  be  required  than  to  believe;  that  would  eafily  he 
fubfcribed  to.  This  is  the  fecond  pretext  of  the  finners 
who  delkiy;  it  is  the  want  of  grace,  and  they- await  it: 
converfidn  isnot  the' woxic  of  man,  and  it  belongs  to' 
God  alone  to  change  the  heart. 

Now,  I  fay  that  this  pretext,  fo  olften  repeated  in  the 
world,  and  fo  continually  in  the  moiith  of  almoft  all  thofe' 
who  live  in  guilt;  if  we  confider  the  frnner  who  alledges' 
it,  it  is  unjuft  ;  if  we  vieiv  on  the  part  of  God,  on  whom  he 
lays  the  blame,  it  is  rafh.'and  ungrateful;  if  we  examine 
it  in  itfelf,  it  u  fooliih  and  unwarrantable.  ' 

In  the  firft  place,  if  .we  confider  the  finner  who  alledged 
it,  it  is  unjuft;  for  you  compkin  that  God  hath  not  yet ' 
touched  joUf  that. you  feel  no  relifh  for  devotion,  and  that 

relifh 
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nH^  bdcm  yaa  cm  tbiol  ^t  ckwgio^yoiu*  lifir.  B^t» 
fall  of  paCMmft  at  700  are,  cm  jrou  reafembly  Mpe&  of 
«xafi  of  God  that  ht  flbatlevcf  make  yao  to  feel  a  decided 
ioclination  for  piety?  Would  you  that  your  heart,  ftill 
plunged  ift  dijhittahtry«  feel  the  pare  deli^u  and  the 
^ihe  attrafiioM  off  viptue  ?  Yoa  afe  fimitor  t^  a  man  whu^* 
nt^uriOking  biiUfelf  with  gall-  and  woraiwood,  Ihimtd  aft#N 
YMirds  eouplaiii  that  every  thing  feeti  bicter  to  bis  palace. 
Yon  fay  than  if  Ood  wift  you  to  ftrve  him,  in  his  powea 
afene  it  is  to  gi^  you  a  relifh  for  his  fervioe :  You  who 
Orery  day  defile  ypur  heart  by  ihe  meaneft  oxceffes ;  you  who 
ei^  moment  place  a  Crefii  chaoc  betwixt  God  and  yoo  ^ 
yeu»  in  a  word,  whO|  by  new  debauoheriet,  6naUyextin«i 
gttifli  in  yoor  foul  evtn  ^hofe  fentiments  of  natural  virtur# 
4hoA  happy  idipreflBons  of  innocefrce  and  of  regulatitf 
hcnn  with  yon^  which  tri^ight  ha^e  been  the  means  of  re^ 
falling  you  to  virtue  an4  to  righieoofneft.  O  man  avc 
dloa  then  onjuA  only  when  there  is  queftieft  of  accufingf 
tSe  wffdom  and  the  jultiee  of  thy  Ood  P  ^ 

But  I  fay  farther,  that  were  Cod  eren  to  operate  in  your 
heart  that  relilh  for,  and  thofe  ^ings  of  falvation  which 
yon  await,  diitohite  and  corrupted  aa  you  are,  would  yois 
eren  fed  the  operation  of  his  grace  ?  Were  he  to  call 
opon  you,  plunged  as  yon  are  in  pleafures  of  a  life  alto* 
gether  worldly,  would  you  even  hear  his  voice  ?  Were  ho 
to  touch  your  heart,  would  that  feeling  ol  grace  have  any 
eoniequence  for  your  converfion,  extinguifhed  as  it  would 
immediately  be  by  the  ardour  and  the  frenay  of  profane 
paffions  ?  And,  after  all,  this  God  of  longanimity  and  of 
patience  Aill  operateth  in  your  heart ;  he  ftill  poureth  out 
within  you  the  riches  of  bis  goodnefs  and  of  his  mercy. 
Ah !  it  is  not  his  grace  which  fails  you,  but  you  receive 
it  into  a  heart  fo  full  fif  corruption  sft4  wretefaednefa,  thai 
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UisinefieQaal,  it  excites  no  feeliog  there  of  contntkrii;. 
it  is  a  fpark  whicht  Mling  into  a  fink  of  filth  and  of  nalli- 
jiefsy  is  extinguifliedi  the  moment  it  falls, 

•  RefleStben,  my  dear  hearer,  and  comprehend  all  the 
ijDJU&ice  of  your  pretexts.     You  complain  that  God. is 
wanting  to  you,  and  that,  you  await  his  grace  to.be  cQn« 
rerted;  but  is  there  a  finner  in  whofe  mouth  that  com- 
plaint  would  be  more  unjuft  than  from  your  lips  ?  The 
Lord  bad  anticipated  you  from  your  birth  with  his  blef- 
fings ;  he  had  placed  in  you  an  happy  difpofition,  a  noble 
(jpirit,  and  all  the .  inclinations .  moft  favourable  to  virtue ; 
be  had  even  provided  for  you,  in  the  bofomof  a  family, 
domefiic  fuccours,  and  pious  and]  godly  examples.     The 
mercies  of  the  Lord  went  flill  farther ;  he  hath  preferved 
you  from  a  thoufand  dangers ;  through  his  goodnefs  you 
have  outlived  occafions  where  your  friends,  and  perl)aps 
the  accomplices  of  your  debaucheries,  have  fallen  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  fcourgeof  war.     To  recal  you  to  him,  he  hath 
fpared  neither  affli£lions,  difgufts,  nor  difgraces ;  he  hath 
torn  from  you  the  criminal  obje£ls  of  your  paflions,  eyen 
at  the  moment  when  your  heart  was  moll  ftrongly  attached 
to  them ;  h^  hath  fo  mercifully  condu£led  yourdefiiny, 
that  a  thoufand  obfUcles  have  continually  thwarted  your 
paflions,  that  you  have  never  been  able  to  arrive  at  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  all  your  criminal  wifhes,  and  that  fome- 
thing  has  always  been  wanting  to  your  iniquitous  happinefs ; 
he  hath  formed  for  you  (erious  engagements   and  duties, 
which,  in  fpite  of  yourfelf,  have  impofed  the  obligation 
of  a  prudent  and  regular  life  in  the  eyes  of  men;  he  hath 
not  permitted  your  confcience  to  become  hardened  in  ini- 
quity, and  you  have  never  been  able  to  fucceed  in  calming 
your  remorfes,  or  in  living  tranquilly  in  guilt ;  not  a  day 
bath  pall  in  which  you  have  not  felt  the  emptinefs  of  the 

world 
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world  and  the  borrbr  of  your  lituation ;  amidil  all  your 
]>lc^ures  and  excefles,  confcience  hath  awoke,  and  you 
haTeitever  fucceeded  in  lulling  your  fecxrt  difquiets  but 
by  promifing  to  yourfelf  a  future  change.  A  juft  and  merv 
tituH  God  urges  end  [purfues  yon  every  where,  ever  (ince 
you  have  forfaken  him ;  he  hath  affixed  himfelf  to  yod, 
faid  a  prophet,  like  a  worni  which  burrows  in  the  veftment 
<^'n(inually  to  gnaw  your  heart,  and  to  render  the  impor- 
tunity of  his  biting,  a  wholefome  in^portunity  to  his  fouK 
Bven  while  I  am  now  fpeaking  to  ybu»  he  worketh  within 
you,  fiiieth  my  mouth  with  thefe  holy  truths  and  placeth 
liie  here  to  proclaim  them  to  you,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
¥cfcalling  perhaps  you  alone.     What  theh  if  your  whole  life 
l>ut  one  continued  fucceffion  of  favoilrs?  Who  are  you 
youifeif  but  a  child  of  dilefiion,  and  the. work  of  God's 
iMrciesr?  Unjufithat  thou  art!  And  thou  dareft  after  this, 
t6  complain  that  hbgrace  is  wanting,  thou,  on' whpm  alone 
-6n  the  earth -the  Lord  feemeth  to  caft  bis  regards ;  thou,  in 
'^hofe  heart  he  {o  conttnually  operat^h,  as  though  of  all 
twcft,  he"  had  only  thee  to  fave;  thou,,  in.  a  word  whofe 
<c^ery  momeat  is  a  freOi  grace,  and  whofe  greatejl  guilt 
^allonfe  day  be;  that  of  having  received  too  many,  and  of 
liaving  confiantly  abufed  theii^ 

• 

But  to  finiffi  your  overthrow,  upon  what  grounds  do 
you  fay  that  you  want  grace  ?  You  doubtlefs  fay  fo,  be- 
caufe  you  feet  that  in  your  prefent  flate  converfion  would 
Y^quire  too  many  facrifices ;  but  you  then  believe  that, 
with  grace,  you  are  converted  without  any  facrifice  on 
your  part,  without  any  felf-denial,  and  almoft  without  be- 
ing fenfible  of  it  yourfelf  ?  You  believe,  then,  that  to  have 
grace  is  to  have  no  more  paflions  to  conquer,  no  mone 
charms  to  break,  no  more  temptations  to  oVercome ;  that 
it  is  to  be  regenerated  through  penitence,  without  tears, 

pain. 


fdv,  brtvimr  f  JOtl  t  zSon  youitetHitbii  fMingf^lk 
vnW  never  po&fs  that  chnnmcal  giace ;  for  coBfftr&om 
maft  adways  require  many  fAtrific«i ;  be  tbc  grac«  what  if, 
«nay,  you  will  alwaya  Ike  fefuired  to  make  4sefoi0ri  efibrt% 
to  repveii  your  paffiont«  to  tearyourTetf  from  Aeidpft  \x^ 
Joved  objefib*  and  to  facrifice  crery  tHing  wbick  «iay  tap^ 
tivate  yoo.  Look  aiound,  and  fee  if  no  racrtficei  are  ir?* 
^quired  of  tfaofe  who  jve  daily  returning  to  their  God ;  fH 
ibey  are  favoured  witfa  grace»  Gaoe  it  U  it  which  deijvieri 
them  and  changes  tiveir  heart,  Inquire  at  iherti  if  igraiab 
Tender  every  thing  .eafy  «ad  fanoeth ;  if  it  ieaft^  iiiotbi9|( 
more  for  fdf-Iove  to  undergo.^  Atk  at  them  if  they  havf 
4iot  had  a  thouftind  firugglet  to  iuftain,  athoufand  W^ftacI^ 
to  overcome,  a  thouland  paflions  to  moderate ;  and  yot 
'Will  know  if  to  have  grace  to  be  converted  without  »n|r 
exertion  on  your  part.  Converfion  k  therefore  a  patnCnl 
lacrifice,  a  laborious  baptifim,  a  grievous  deliveiy,  a  yiOo^- 
fty  which  fuppofes  combats  and  fatigues.  Grace,  I  co^ 
lefs,  foftens  them  all ;  but  it  by  jk>  sieans  operates  fiaiasio 
leave  nothing  more  to  overcome ;  and  if,  in  order  to  icbangf 
your  life,  you  await  a  grace  of  that  nature,  I  deitlaqe  40 
<you  that  Aich  never  exifted,  and  that  £o  abinrdly  M>  aw?iit 
your  falvation  and  deliverance,  u  to  be  ablbittiety  Imi# 
upon  perifliing. 

But  if  the  pretext  of  ^he  ddault  of  grace  be  unjuft  ^mi 
the  fide  ot  the  finner  who  alledgea  it,  at  is mt  leb  raft  aoi 
•ungrateful  with  regard  to  God,  on  whom  he  pretends  10 
£k  the  blame. 

IFor  you  fay  that  God  is  the  mafier,  and  that,  when  he 
•Ihaill  want  you,  he  wjll  perfedly  kmew  how  toifiodyou.; 
that  is  to  fay,  tha  you  have  only  to  leave  him  folely  to  affl;« 
ond  that,  without  giving  yourfelf  tny  trouble  with  refpeft 

to 
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l#fmf  4iiIviiiiM»  te»  when  fo.iacttntd,  linil  JumwIiowcs 
chpi^e  your  kcm ;  thiit  is  io  &)?•  that  you  luivt-QiiJy  to 
fnff  your  Jife  in  pkafunM  aod  in  giiUt»  and  iM  without 
•oy  iAterfenmcf  on  your  pvt.  wkhomt  your  b^ftowing  evcm 
n  tlioughK  «pQD  it»  without  briogiog  to  fibat  coimrfioB 
9¥hich  you  wfcEtt  ocfaer  pcepiniticm  than  a  wholfe  iiCe  of 
dkb^chery  and  confiaot  oppofitton  to  bii  grace,  lie  wtH 
4uiow:bow  to  acquire  you,  wbeu  bit  moment  (hall  be  come  i 
^hat  if  to  fiiy,  that  your  Talv^ion,  that  grand,  that  only  bu«- 
4ae£i  iKhii:fa  you  have  upon  ihe  earth,  is  no  longer  a  cohp* 
-cerli  of  joufs ;  and  that  the  Lord,  who  haih  giren  you 
that  fdone  to  naaage,  who  h%th  commanded  you  to  giue  i$, 
ihe  prrference  over  all  others,  and  even  io  n^left  every 
■other  in  ^nder  to  devote  qrourfelf  lo  it  atope,  hath  never** 
ihelefii  abfphitely  difchacged  you  from  the  triift,  in  order 
40  take  it  wholly  upon  himfelf.  Shew  ut  then  this  promife 
Ju  fome  new  gofpel ;  for  you  well  Jknow,  that  it  is  np 
.where  itq  be  found  in  that  of  Jefus  Chrift.  *'  The  finner,*' 
iayii  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  '^  hath  nothing  BiH  fopliAtbinSi 
^  wherewith  to  juftify  himfelf ;  and  his  hc;art  wopj^b  inir 
-*«  ^oity,  to  .pra£life  hypocriiy,  and  to  utier  error  4gaiii(^ 
M  die  Lond/- 

Laftiy^  this  pretext  it  iooKBi  in  itfell;  for  you  lay  that 
you  want  grace :  I  have  already  repli^,  that  you  deceivp 
yourfelf;  that,  if  candid,  you  will  acknowl^ge  that  gi:a4:f 
hath  never  been  wanting  to  you  ;  that  you  have  more  than 
once,  felt  itt  £alutary  inprefliont ;  that,  had  fo  obitinate  a 
lefiftance  not  been  oppofed  by  your  .hardneft  of  heart  an4 
impenitence,  it  would  have  triumphed  over  your  pafliont ; 
•that  God,  who  wilhetfa  ail  men  to  be  faved,  who  out  of 
iiotbing  hath  drawn  reafonable  beings,  folcly  to  praife,  to 
kiefs,  and  to  glorify  him ;  in  a  word,  who  hath  only  uiad^ 
4it  ior  himfelft  hath  opened  10  you,  my  dear  hearer,  9^  weU 

as 
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OS  to  fomany  other  finners,  a  thoufandiivaysof  converfioiii 
which  would  have  infallibly  recalled  you  ere  now  to  the 
right  path,  had  you  not  obftinately  fhut  your  ears  againft 
lits  voice.  You  want  grace,  you  fay :  well !  what  do  you 
thereby  pretend  ?  Would  it- bl!  to  have  it  underftbod,  that 
God  who  is  our  Father,  and  of  whom  we  are  the  children ; 
•who  bath  an  aife£lion  for  us  infinitely  furpaffing  that  of  the 
tendereft  mother  for  an  only  fon,  that  a  God  fo  good  leave 
us,  through  want  of  afliftance,  in  the  a£lual  impo'flibility 
of  well-doing  ?  But  do  you  reflet  that  fuch  'Iflfnguage 
would  be. a  blafphemy  againft  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the 
juflification  of  every  crime  ?  Are  you  then  ignorant,  that 
whatever  be  the  blow  given  to  our  liberty  by  the  fall  of 
our  firft  parent,  it  is  flill  however  left  to  us  ;  that  neither 
law  nor  duties  would  longer  be  impofed  upon  man,  had  he 
pot  the  real  and  aQual  power  of  fulfilling  them ;  that  re- 
ligion, far  from  being  an  aid  and  a  confolation,  would  con- 
fequently  be  no  longer  but  a  vexation  and  a  friare' ;  that  if, 
DOtwithftanding  all  the  cares  which  God  hath  for  our  falva- 
tion,  we  perifh,  it  is  always  the  fault  of  our  own  will,  ndt 
the  default  of  grace  ;  that  we  are  individually  the  authors 
of  our  mifery  and  deftruftion  ;  that  it  hath  depended  upon 
ourfclves  to  have  avoided  them;  and  that  a  thoafand  fin- 
nen,  with  neither  more  grace  nor  fuccours  than  we,  hiave 
broken  their^chains,  and  have  rendered  glory  to  God  and 
to  his  mercies,  by  a  life  altogether  hew. 
« 

But,  granting  that  4hefc  truths  were  lefs  ceruin,  and 
that,  in  reality,  you,  my  dear  hearer,  want  grace,  it 
would  equally  be  true  then,  that  God  hath  altogether  for- 
faken  you  ;  that  you  are  marked  with  a  charafler  of  re- 
probation, and  that  your  flate  cannot  be  worfe.  For  to 
be  without  grace  is  furely  themoft  terrible  of  all  fituations, 
and  the  moft  certain  prefage  of  eternal  condemnation. 

And 
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And  it  is  thai. horrible  thought,  however,  which  comforu 
you,  which  jufiifies  in  your  eyes  your  tranquillity  in  guilt, 
which  makes  you,  without  trouble  or  remorfe,  to  delayr 
your  converfion,  and  which  even  ferves  as  an  excufe  for 
all  your  excefles  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  you  are  delighted  in 
the  want  of  this  precious  grace ;  that  you  continually  fay 
with  fatisfaQion  to  yourfelf  God  wiQieth  me  not  as  yet ;  I 
have  only  to  live,  in  the  mean  while,  tranquilly  in  guilt ; 
hjs  grace  will  not  come  yet  a  while  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that 
you  wifli  it  not,  and  that  you  would  even  be.fQrry  .were  it 
to  come  to  break  thofe  chains  which  you  flilljovc.  To 
you,  the  want  of  grace  ought  to  be  the  moll  fearful,  and 
the  moil  powerful  inducement  to  extricate  yourfelf  from 
your  deplorable  ftate  ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  which  quiets 
and  flops  you. 

Befides,  the  more  you  delay,  the  lefs  will  you  have  of 
grace ;  for  the  more  you  delay,  the  more  do  your  crimen 
increafe,  the  more  doth  God  eflrange  himfelt  from  you  ; 
his  mercies  wear  out,  his  moments*  of  indulgence  flip 
away,  your  roeafure  becomes  full,  aild  the  dreadful  tern^ 
of  his  wrath  approaches  :  and  if  it  be  true  that  you  have 
not  at  prefent  fufficient  grace  to  be  converted,  you  will 
not,  in  a  little  time,  have  wherewithal  even  to  compre- 
hend that  you  have  occafion  either  for  penitence  or  con« 
verfion. 

It  is  not  grace  then  that  you  have  to  accufe,  it  is  your- 
felf. Did  Auguflin,  during  his  feeble  defires  of  convcr* 
fion,  tax  the  Lord  with  the  delay  of  his  penitence  ?  Ah  I 
he  went  no  further  for  the  reafon  of  it,  than  in  the  weak* 
nefs  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  own  heart.  *'  I  dragged 
on,"  faid  he,  ••  a  heart  difeafed  and  torn  with  remorfe,  ac- 
*'  cufing  myfelf  alone  for  the  evils,  and  for  all  the  delays 

••  which 


'y 
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'^wMelr  I  fhrtedt  ignntt  a  new  Iffe.  reumied  mein  BI7 
^  thmtti^  as  tfaoagh  they  flxould  break  off  tbcmfchfes^  with.* 
*»  <mt  itoy'cflcw  6n  thy  part.  For  thee,  Lord,  n^vcr  haft 
^  ibxm  ceSifed  to  chaftife  my  heart  with  inward  rorrowa, 
^  (fontlnualiy  aj>€racing  there,  through  a  mercitof  fevcrity; 
^  the  mtttt  pdngenr  remdVfes,  which  embittered  every 
*  eaitifbrt  of  my  life.  Neverthelefs,  theamtrfementsof  the 
«''WOrld»  which  I  had  always  and  ftifl  loved,  withheld  me; 
^  they  {^eretly  whifpered  to  me,  Thou  meaneft,  thrni,  to 
^  f^nbttfice  every  pleafure  ?   From  this  moment,   thetv 

^  IhoO  biddeft  ail  eternal  Farewell  to  all  that  hath  hitherto  ren- 

• 

**'dered  life  agreeable  to  thee  )  What !  Shall  it  no  more  b* 
**"  permitted  to  thee  to  fee  thofe  perfons  who  have  been  fo 
*'  dear  to  thee ;  thou  flialt  henceforth  be  feparaeed  from 
"  thy  companions  in  pleaiure,  be  baniflied  from  their  af« 
**  femblies,  and  ba  obliged  to  deny  thyfelf  the  moft  inno- 
'*  cent  delights  and  all  the  comforts  of  fociety  i^  And  is  it 
**  poffible  that  thou  canft  believe  thyfelf  capable  of  fx]|M 
•*  porting  the  fad  wearinefs  of  a  life  fo  gloomy,  fo  void, 
^  fo  uniform,  atid  fo  different  from  the  one  thou  haft  hither* 
«*toMr 

fiehold  where  this  half-contrite  finner  found  the  reafons 
^•of  his  delays  and  of  his.  reAftance ;  it  was  the  dread  of 
having  to  renounce  his  paffions,  and  of  being  unable  16 
fupport  the  flep  of  a  new  life,  and  not  any  default  of 
grace:  and  fuch  is  precifely  the  fituation  in  which  you 
are,  and  what  you  fay  every  day  to  yourfelf. 

For,  after  all,  fuppoGng  that  grace  is  wanting  to  you, 
what  do  you  thence  conclude?  That  the  crimes  into 
which  you  continually  plunge  y6urfelf  will  not  condemn 
you  (hould  death  furprife  you  in  that  deplorable  flatc  ? 
You  would  not  dare  to  fay  fo.    That  you  have  only  to  live 

tran(j[uil 
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tranqail  in  your  ^biocheries  till  God  (hall  touch  you* 
aTid  till  grace  (ball  ha  given  to  you  ?  But  it  ta  the  height  of 
foUj  to  expeft  grace,  while  you  render  yourfelf  every  day; 
more  and  more  unvorthy  of  it.  That  you  are  not  guilty 
before  God  of  the  delay  of  your  converfion,  feeing  it  de^ 
pcndi  not  on  you  ?  But  all  delaying  finneiB  who  die  impe* 
Qitem  would  then  be  juftified,  and  bell  would  no  longer 
be  .but  for  the  juft  who  are  converted.  That  you  ought,  no 
aiore  to  concern  yourfelf  with  your  falvation,  but  to  leave 
it  to  chance,  ivithopt  giving  yourfelf  any  uqeafineb  or 
trouble  with  regard  to  it  ?  But  that  i«  the  party  of  defpair 
and  of  iropiety.  That  the  moment  of  your  converfion  is 
■urked,  and  that  a  liule  more  or  lefs  of  debauchery  will 
neither  advance  nor  retard  it  an  inftant  f  But,  according 
to  that  dofirine,  you  have  only  to  pierce  your  heart  or 
plunge  yourfelf  into  the  waves,  under  the  pretext  that  the 
moment  of  your  death  is  determined,  and  that  fuch  mad- 
neia  will  neither  batten  nor  r^ard  it  a  fingk  inftant.  ^f  O 
**  man  I"  cries  tht  ^poflle  in  replying  to  the  folly  and  to 
the  impiety  of  this  preteict,  **  is  it  thi|i  thai  thou  con- 
V  temneft  the  riches  of  the  goodnefs  of  thy  God  ?  An 
**  thou  ignoriipt  that  hi^  patience  in  fuSering^hy  debauche-* 
'*  ries,  far  from  authorifing  them,  ought  to  recal  thee  to  pe« 
**  nit^nce;    and,  nevertbelefs,  it   is  his  long- forbearance 

# 

**  itfeif  which  hardens  thee  in  guilt  ;  and  through  thine 
**  obllinacy  of  heart  thou  amafleft  an  overflowing  trtafurt 
**  of  wrath  For  that  terrible  day  which  Oiall  furprife  thee,  and 
**  on  which  ihall  be  rendered  to  eveiy  one  aceording  to 
••  his  works  ?" 

The  only  rational  confequence,  therefore,  that  you 
could  be  permitted  to  draw,  fuppofing  that  grace  is  want* 
ing  to  you,  is,  that  you,  more  eamefily  than  any  other, 
ought  tp  pray  to  obtain  it ;  to  neglefi  nothing  to  foften  an 

V9L,  IL  D  irritated 
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irritated  God,  who  hath  withdrawn  himrdf  from  your 
heart;  to  overcome  by  your  importunitiet  his  refiftance ;' 
to  remove,  in  the  mean  while,  whatever  removes  his 
grace  from  your  heart ;  to  make  ftraight  the  wvf  for  him  ; 
to  throw  afide  all  the  obfiacles  which  have  hitherto  render- 
ed  it  inefie£lual  to  you  ;*'to  deny  your&If  every  opportiim- 
ty  in  which  your  innocence  almoft  always  finds  new  rocks » 
and  which  completely  ihut  your  heart  againft  the  holy  in- 
fpirations  :  fucb  is  the  Chriftian  and  prudent  manner  of 
.  rendering  glory  to  God,  of  confeffing  that  he  alone  is  the 
mailer  of  hearts,  and  that  every  bleffihg  and  gift  proceed 
from  him.  But  to  fay,  as  you  continually  do,  without 
changing  in  any  refpefi  your  diforderly  manners,  '*  When 
"  God  ihall  want  me  he  knoweth  how  to  find  me,*'  is  to 
fay,  "  I  wifh  him  not  as  yet ;  I  have  no  oecafion  for  him, 
I  live  happy  and  contented  :  when  he  fhall  force  me^ 
and  I  can  no  longer  avoid  him,  then  I  will  yield  ;  but, 
"  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  enjoy  my  profperity  and  the  pri* 
*'  vilege  which  he  granteth  to  me  of  delaying  my  converfion.'' 
What  a  Clocking  preparation  for  that  precious  grace  which 
changeth  the  heart  !  Such  is,  however,  all  that  an  impeni* 
tent  foul  can  adduce  for  confidently  awaiting  it« 

•  Such  are  the  pretexts  which  the  finner  who  delays  his 
converfion  draws  from  the  part  of  God.  Let  us  now  ex- 
amine thofe  which  he  takes  from  within  bimfelf. 

Part  II.  It  is  aftonifliing,  my  brethren,  that,  life  be- 
ing fo  (hort,  the  moment  of  death  fo  uncertain,  every  in- 
ftant  fo  precious,  converfions  fo  rare,  the  examples  of 
thofe  who  are  uken  unawares  fo  frequent^  and  futurity  fo 
awful,  fo  many  frivolous  pretexts  can  be  urged  lor  delay- 
ing a  change  ot  life.  In  all  other  dangers  which  threaten 
either  our  life,  our  honour  or  our  property,  the  precau- 
tions 
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tioni  are  prompt  and  read^,  the  danger  alone  is  dubious 
and  diftant ;  here  the  danger  is  certain  and  prefent,  and 
the  precautions  are  always  uncertain  and  remote.  It-  feems 
either  that  falvatlon  is  an  arbitrary  thing,  or  that  our  life 
is  in  our  own  hands,  or  that  the  time  for  our  penitence 
hath  been  promifed  to  us,  or  that  to  die  impenitent  is  no 
great  misfortune,  fo  firongly  do  all  finners  lull  themfelves 
in  this  hope  of  being  one  day  converted  without  ever  at- 
tempting a  change  of  life*  And  what  is  fiill  more  incompre- 
henGble  in  the  delay  of  their  penitence  is,  that  they  all  admit 
of  the  necellity  of  their  converfion,  of  the  bad  ftate  ot 
their  confcience,  and  that  (hey  all  confider  as  the  worA  of 
evils,  that  of  dying  in  that  fatal  flate ;  and,  neverthelefs, 
that  they  all  defer  withdrawing  from  it  under  pretexts  fo 
childifii,  that  even  the  gravity  of  the  Chriftian  pulpit  fui* 
fers  in  refuting  and  overthrowing  them. 

Age,  the  paffions,  the  confequences  of  a  change  of  life, 
which  they  dread  the  being  able  to  fupport ;  fuch  are  the 
vain  pretexts  inwardly  alledged  for  delaying  that  conver« 
£on  which  God  demands  of  us. 

I  fay,  in  the  firft  place,  the  age.  They  wifli  to  allow 
the  years  of  youth  to  pafs  away,  to  which  a  party  fo  im- 
portant ai  that  of  piety  feems  little  fuited  ;  they  wait  a  cer- 
tain feafon  of  life  when,  the  bloom  of  youth  effaced,  the 
manners  become  more  fedate,  the  attention  more  exa£l,  the 
world  lefs  watchful  upon  us,  even  the  mind  riper  and  more 
.capable  of  fupporting  that  grand  undertaking,  they  pro- 
mife  themfelves  to  labour  at  it,  and  that  they  will  not  then 
allow  any  thing  to  divert  them  from  it. 

But  it  would  be  natural  to  a(k  you  firft,  who  hath  told 
you  that  you  (hall  arrive  at  the  term  which  you  mark  to 

yourfelf; 


yourretF;  thut  &ath  (hiill  ndt  TurpriG^  yDA  in  iht  tonift  of 
thofe  years  which  you  ftill  allot  to  the  world  and  to  the  paf* 
lions  ;  and  that  the  Lord,  whom  ydu  do  not  tx\tc&  till  the 
^evening,  (hall  not  afrive  in  the  tnomikig,  and  when  yott 
leaft  think  of  it  ?  Is  youth  a  certain  fafeguard  dgainft  death  f 
See,  without  mentiohing  hen?  what  heppens  every  Any  16 
the  reft  of  men,  if,  even  in  confining  yourfeif  to  the  fmall 
numher  of  your  friends  and  of  your  relations,  you  Ifaall 
find  none  For  whorfi  the  juftice  of  God  hath  dugagravein 
the  firft  years  of  their  courfe ;  who,  like  the  flower  of  tfie 
field  blooming  to  the  mom,  have  withefed  before  the  clofe 
of  day,  and  have  left  you  only  the  melancholy  regret  of 
feeing  fo  fpeedily  blaAed,  a  life  of  which  the  bloflbms  had 
promifed  fo  fair.  Fool  I  Thy  foul  is  to  be  redematided 
perhaps  at  the  opehing  of  thy  race ;  laild  thofe  projeAs  of 
converfion,  which  thou  deferreft  to  a  jfutnre  peritKl,  what 
fhall  they  avail  thee  ?  And  thofe  grand  refolutions  which 
thou  promifeft  to  thyfelf  to  put  in  execution  one  day,  what 
ihall  they  change  in  thine  eternal  mifefy,  Ihoukl  death  an- 
ticipate them,  as  it  every  day  doth  in  a  thoufand  jjiftancts, 
and  leave  the  only  the  unavailing  regret  of  having  vaxHl^ 
formed  them  ? 

But,  even  granting  that  death  ihall  tioi  take  yon  un^- 
wares,  and  I  afk  you,  upon  what  foundation  dd  you  l>ro- 
tnife  yourfeif,  that  age  (hall  change  your  heart,  and  in* 
dine  you  more  than  you  are  at  prefent  to  a  new  life  ?  Did 
age  change  the  heart  of  Solomon  ?  Ah !  tt  was  then  thSit 
his  paflions  rofe  to  the  higheft,  and  that  his  iSiameful  frailty 
tio  longer  knew  any  bounds.  l>id  age  prepare  Saul  for  hi^ 
converfion  ?  Ah !  It  was  then  that,  to  his  paft  errors,  he 
added  fuperilition,  impiety,  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  defpair. 
Perhaps  in  advancing  in  age  you  (hall  leave  off  certain  loofe 
manners,  becaufe  the  difguft  alone  wfaith  follows  them 

Ihall 
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Aali  have  withdrawn  >n)u  from  them ;  but  you  will  not 
thereby  be  converted  :  You  will  no  longer  live  in  debauche* 
ry ;  but  you  will,  not  repent,  you  will  not  do  penance, 
your  heart  will  not  be  changed  :  You  will  fiill  be  worldly, 
ambitious,  voluptuous,  and  fenfual :  You  Will  live  tran* 
quil  in  that  fiate,  becaufe  you  will  no  longer  have  but 
all  the  difpofitions  of  thefe  vices,  without  giving  yourfelf 
up  to  their  excefles.  Years,  examples,  long  habit  of  the 
world,  (hall  have  ferved  only  to  harden  your  confcience, 
to  fubftitute  indolence  and  a  worldly  wifdom  in  the  nx>in 
of  thepaflions,  and  to  efface  that  fenfe  of  religion,  which, 
in  the  youthful  period  of  life,  is  leh  in  the  foul  as  yet  fear* 
fttl  and  timorous ;  you  will  die  impenitent. 

And  if  you  fnppofe  this  to  be  merely  a  movement  of 
teal,  and  not  a  truth  founded  on  experience,  examine 
what  pafies  every  day  before  you  ;  view  all  the  fouls  who 
Jiave  grown  old  in  the  world,  and  who.  through  age  alone, 
bave  withdrawn  from  its  pieafures ;  the  love  of  the  world  is 
Cktinguiilled  only  with  them:  under  diflerent  exteriors, 
fend  whidi  are  changed  folely  through  decency,  you  fee 
the  fame  leiilh  for  the  world,  the  tame  inclinations,  the 
lame  ardor  for  pieafures,  a  youthful  heatt  in  a  changed  and 
worn  out  body.  The  defights  of  our  younger  years  are 
teca^led  with  faiis^adion ;  the  imagination  dwells  upon, 
and  delighu  in  re\'iving  all  that  lime  and  age  have  wrefled 
Irom  us ;  a  blooming  youth  and  ail  its  attendant  amufe* 
ments,  are  regarded  with  envy  ;  all  of  them  are  entered 
into  which  can  be  thought  in  any  degree  compatible  with 
the  fedaienefs  proper  to  advatured  age  •  pretexts  are  formed 
for  fiill  mingling  in  certain  pieafures  with  decency,  and 
^rithout  being  expofed  to  the  public  ridicule.  Laflly,  in 
proportion  as  the  world  flies  from  and  deferts  us,  it  is 
purfued  with  more  relifli  than  ever ;  the  long  habit  of  it 
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hath  ferved  only  to  render  it  more  neceflary  to  uf ,  and  to 
render  ut  incapable  of  doing  without  it ;  and  age  hath  ne- 
ver as  yet  been  the  caufeof  converfion. 

But  even  admitting  that  this  misfortune  were  not  to  be 
dreaded,  the  Lord»  is  he  not  the  God  of  all  times  and  of  all 
ages  ?  Is  there  a  (ingle  one  of  our  days  which  belongs  not 
to  him,  and  which  he  hath  left  to  us  for  the  world  and  for 
vanity  ?  Is  he  not  even  jealous  of  the  firft-fruits  of  our 
heart  and  of  our  life,  figured  by  thofe  firft-fruits  of  the 
earth,  which  were  commanded  by  the  law  to  be  offered  up 
to  him  ?  Why  they  would  you  retrench  from  him  the  fair- 
eft  portion  of  your  years  to  confecrate  it  to  Satan  and  to 
his  works  ?  Is  life  too  long  to  be  wholly  employed  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  who  hath  given  it  to  us,  and  who  pro- 
mifetb  to  us  an  eternal  one  ?  Is  youth  too  jprecious  to  be 
confecrated  towards  becoming  worthy  of  the  eternal  poflef- 
fion  of  the  Supreme  Being  7  You  referve  then,  for  him, 
only  the  remains  and  the  dregs  of  your  paflions  and  life  ? 
And  it  precifely  is,  as  if  you  faid  to  him,  Lord,  fo  long  as 
I  Ihall  be  fit  for  the  world  and  its  pleafures,  think  not  that 
I  Ihall  turn  towards  or  feck  thee ;  fo  long  as  the  world 
(hall  be  pleafed  with  me,  I  can  never  think  of  devpting 
myfelf  to  thee ;  afterwards,  indeed,  when  it  Ihall  begin  to 
negle£l  and  to  forfake  me,  then  I  will  turn  me  towards 
thee ;  I  will  fay  to  thee,  *'  Lo,  I  am  here  !  I  will  pray  diee 
V"  to  accept  a  heart  which  the  world  hath  reje£led,  and 
"  which  relufiantly  finds  itfelf  under  the  hard  necefllity  of 
**  beftowing  itfelf  on  thee ;  but  till  then,  expeCl  nothing 
**  from  me  but  perfefi  indifference,  and  a  thorough  negle£t : 
**  after  all,  thou  art  only  entitled  to  our  fervices  when  we 
**  ourfelves  are  good  for  nothing  elfe ;  we  are  always  fure, 
**  at  leaft,  of  finding  thee ;  ail  times  are  the  fame  to  thee ; 
**  but,  after  a  certain  feafon  of  life,  we  are  unfitted  for  the 

world. 
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"  world,  and,  while  yet  time,  it  is^  proper  to  enjoy  it  be- 
"  fore  it  deferts  us."  Soul  unworthy  of  ever  confefling  the 
mercies  of  a  God  whom  you  treat  with  fuch  infult !  And 
do  you  believe  that  he  will  then  accept  of  an  homage  fo 
forced,  and  fo  difgraceful  to  his  glory,  he,  who  taketh  no 
delight  but  in  the  voluntary  iacrifices,  he,  who  hath  no 
need  of  man,  and  who  favoureth  him  when  he  deigneth 
to  accept  even  his  pureft  vows,  and  his  fincereft  hom- 
ages ? 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  formerly  mocked,  in  thefe  terms, 
thofe  who  worfhipped  vain  idols :  "  You  take,"  faid  he  to 
them,  "  a  cedar  from  Lebanon  ;  you  fet  apart  the  bell  and 
**  the  handfomeft  parts  of  it  for  your  occafions,  your  plea- 
'*  fures,  the  luxury  and  ornament  of  your  palaces ;  and 
"  when  you  know  not  how  to  employ  otherwife  the  rem- 
**  nam,  you  carve  it  into  a  vain  idol,  and  offer  up  to  it 
**  ridiculous  vows  and  homages."  And  I  in  my  turn  might 
by  to  you,  you  ki  apart  from  your  life  the  £ureft  and  the 
moft  flouriihing  of  your  years,  to  indulge  your  fancies  and 
your  iniquitous  pafGons  ;  and  when  you  know  not  to  what 
purpofe  to  devote  the  remainder,  and  it  becomes  ufelefs  to 
the  world  and  to  pleafures,  then  you  make  an  idol  of  it ; 
you  make  it  ferve  for  religion  ;  you  form  to  yourfelf  of  it, 
a  falfe,  fuperficial,  and  inanimate  virtue,  to  which  you  re- 
lu£lantly  confecrate  the  wretched  remains  of  your  pafliont 
and  of  your  debaucheries.  O  my  God  !  is  this  then  re- 
garding thee  as  a  jealous  God,  whom  the  flighted  Aain  in 
the  pureft  ofiferings  wounds  and  offends,  or  as  a  vain  idol, 
which  feels  not  the  indignity  and  the  hypocrify  of  the  hom- 
ages offered  up  to  it  ? 

Yes,  my  brethren,  nothing  can  be  reaped  in  an  advan- 
ced age  but  what  lias  been  fown  in  the  younger  years  of 

lite. 
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life.  If  you  fow  in  coiruptioii,  fiid  the  appftit,  yon  will 
cut  down  in  corruption :  you  are  continually  faying  your- 
felves  that  we  always  die  as  we  have  lived ;  that  the  charac- 
ter and  difpofition  change  not ;  that  we  bear  within  us  in 
old  age  all  the  defers  and  all  the  tendencies  of  our  younger 
years ;  and  that  nothing,  is  fo  fortunate  for  us  at  to  have 
formed  laudable  inclinations  from  an  early  period^  and,  at 
the  prophet  faid,  to  have  accuflomed  ourfelves  from  the 
tendereft  youth  to  bear  the  yoke  of  the  Lord. 

And,  in  cfl^Q*  when  we  (hould  attend  folely  to  the  qiiiet 
of  your  life ;  when  we  (hould  have  no  other  intereft  in  view 
than  that  of  fecuring  peaceful  and  happy  days  to  our&lves 
here  below^  what  happinefs  to  anticipate,  and  to  iiiOe  in 
their  birth,  by  bending  from  the  firft  towards  virtue,  f6 
many  violent  paiEons  which  afterwards  tear  the  heart  and 
occafion  all  the  forrows  and  mifery  of  our  life.  What  hap- 
pinefs, to  have  grafted  in  ourfelves  only  gentle  and  inno« 
cent  ideas,  to  fpare  ourfelves  the  faul  experience  of  fo 
many  criminal  pleafures,  which  for  ever  cprrupt  the  heart, 
defile  the  imagination,  engender  a  thoufand  ihameful  and 
unruly  fancies,  which  accompany  us  even  in  virtue,  out- 
live our  crimes,  and  frequently  become  new  ones  them- 
fel  ves !  What  happinefs,  to  have  created  innocent  and  tran- 
quil pleafures  for  ourfelves  in  thefe  younger  years,  to  have 
accuftomed  the  heart  to  be  contented  with  them,  not  to 
liave  contrafied  the  lad  neceflity  of  being  unable  to  do  with* 
out  violent  and  criminal  gratifications,  and  not  to  have 
rendered  infupportable,  by  a  long  habit  oi  warm  and  tu- 
multuous paffions,  the  gentleneis  and  the  tranquillity  of 
virtue  and  of  innocence !  How  thefe.younger  years,  paiTed 
in  modefiy  and  in  horror  at  vice,  attrafl  blefBngs  on  the 
remainder  of  life !  How  attentive  to  all  our  ways  do  they 
lender  the  I«ord !  And  bow  much  do  they  render  us  the 

well- 
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well-beloved  objefi  of  his  cam  and  of  hit  paternal  kind* 
ncfc! 


Bat  nobody  denies,  yoa  will  fay,  die  happinefs  of  be-^ 
ing  early  devoted  to  God,  and  of  having  been  able  to  re- 
fift  all  the  temptations  of  youth  and  of  pleafure^  But  that 
fuch  is  not  your  cafe;  you  have  followed  the  common 
Irafi;  the  torrent  ot  the  world'  and  of  the  paffions  has 
Twept  all  before  it ;  you  find  yourfelves,  even  ftill,  under 
engigements  too  intimate  and  powerful  to  think  of  break- 
ing them ';  you  wait  a  nOre  favourable  fituation ;  and  you 
promife  yodrfelves,  that,  when  the  paffion  which  now  en- 
JDaves  you  (hall  be  extinguiflied,  you  will  never  again  en- 
ter into  new  bonds,  but  will  heartily  rai^geyourfelves  on 
'the  fide  of  duty  and  of  virtue.    Secpnd  pretext ;  the.  paL 
Gohs  and  the  engagements  from  which  it  is  impoffible,  as 
yet,  to  withdraw. 

But,  in  the  firft  place,  are  you  quite  certain  that  this 
inore  favourable  fituation  which  you  await,  i|i  order  to  re- 
turn to  God,  (hall  arrive  ?  Who  hath  revealed  to  you  the 
conrfe  and  the  duration  of  the  paflions  which  at  prefent 
retain  you  ?  Who  hath  marked  limits  to  them  and  faid,  like 
the  Lord  to  the  troubled  waten,  **  Hitherto  (halt  thou 
"  come,  and  no  farther  ?"  When  (hall  they  have  an  end, 
do'you  know  ?  Can  you  take  upon  you  to  fay  that  they 

■  ■ 

(hall  one  day  be  terminated  ?  That  they  (hall  be  ended  at 
leaft  before  yourfelf  P  Would  you  be  the  firft  finner  fur- 
prifed  in  his  deplorable  pa(fioos  ?  Do  not  alrooft  all  around 
you  die  in  that  melancholy  (bte  ?  Do  the  minifiers  called  in 
to  the  afliftance  of  the  dying,  find  many  finners  on  the  bed. 
of  death  who,  for  a  length  of  time,  have  quitted  their  for- 
mer habits  in  order  to  prepare  therofelves  for  that  la(t  mo- 
ment ?  What  do  we  find  there  but  fouls  ftill  bound  with  a 
Vol.  II.  £  thoufand 
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thoufand  chains,  which  death  atone  ihall  break- afiinder  t 
But  inexplicable  confciences,  if  I  may  venture  to  fay  fo^ 
and  ftill  enveloped  in  the  chaos  of  a  life  wholly  difiblute  P 
What  indeed  do'  we  expeA  on  thefe  occafiont  but  unavaiU 
ing  regrets  on  that  dreadful  furprifal,  and  vain  proteftations 
of  the  diferenc  meafures  they  would  have  adopted^  hM 
they  been  able  to  have  forefeen  it  ?  What  are  the  ufual  offices 
of  our  minifilry  in  thefe  laft  momeats  p  To  enlighten  con^ 
fclences  which  ought  then  to  need  only  confplation  ;  to 
aflift  them  in  recalling  crimes  which  we  ibouM  then  have 
only  to  exhort  them  to  forget ;  to  make  the  dying  Gnuer 
fenfible  of  his  debaucheries,  we  who  ihould  then  have  to 
fupport  and  to  animate  him  with  the  reniembraiicc  of  hx$ 
virtues ;  in  a  word,  to  open  the  dark  concealments  of  hi| 
heart,  we  who  ihould  then  have  to  opeh  only  the  bofom  of 
Abraham  and  the  treafuret  of  an  immortal  glory  for  the 
foul  on  the  point  of   difengaging  itfelf  from  the  body. 
Such  are  the  melancholy  offices  which  we  fliall  one  day 
perhaps  have  to  render  to  you ;  you,  in  your  turn»  will 
call  upon  us,  and,  in  place  of  a  foothing  coaveriation  with 
you  on  the  advantages  whichaa  holy  death  promifes  to  the 
believer,  we  fliall  then  be  folely  employed  in  receiving  the 
narration  of  the  crimes  ot  your  life. 

But,  fliould  your  paffions  not  extend  even  to  that  laft 
hour,  the  more  you  dehy,  the  deeper  d»  you  allow  the 
roots  of  guilt  to  become,  the  more  do  your  chains  form 
new  folds  round  your  heart,  the  more  does  that  kven  of 
corruption  which  you  carry  within  you,  fpread  itfelf,  fer<i 
ment,  and  corrupt  all  the  capacity  of  yodr  foul.  Judge  of 
this  by  the  progrefs  which  the  paffion  hath  hkherto  made  ia 
your  heart.  At  firft  it  was  only  timid  liberti^i  and,  to. 
quiet  yourfelt  in  which,  you  ftill  fought  fotne  fliadow  of  in-. 
aocence :  afterwardii  it  was  only  dnbious  afiiMs,  in  which 

it 
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it  waf  ftill  difficult  to  difttnguifli  guiit  from  a  venial  tref* 
l^fil !  licendoofiiefi  cloTely  foMowi^ ;  but  ftriking  exceflea 
wef6  ftill  rare  :  you  reproached  ypurfelf  ia  the  very 
lAomciit  ot  their  commiffion :  you  were  unable  to  bear 
fheftilong  upon  a  confcience  fiill  alarmed  at  its  Sate  :  the 
backilidingsare  iofenfibiy  multiplied  <  lieentioiifcffi  isbe^ 
€onie  a  fixed  and  habitual  flate :  confcience  hath  no  longcf 
but  feebly  cried  out  againft  the  emptreof  the  pa$m  :  guttt 
is  become  neceflary  to  yon  :  it  bath  no  longcjr  excited  re* 
jnorTe :  you  have  fwallowed  it  like  walert  which  pafles 
ttnfek,  and  wiihont  tickling  the  palate  by  any  particular 
flavour.  The  more  you  advance,  the  more  does  the  venom 
gai9  i  the  weaker  does  any  refidue  of  ftrengtht  which 
modefty,  reafon,  and  grace  had  placed  in  you,  become  ; 
the  more  what  was  yet  wholefome  in  your  foul  becomes 
inte£tcd  and  defiled.  What  ioHy,  then,  to  allow  wounds 
So  become  old  and  corrupted,  under  pretence  that  they  will 
afterwards  be  more  eafily  cured  f  And  what  do  you  in  de- 
layings  but  render  your  evils  more  incurable,  and  uke 
:«way  from  the  hope  of  your  converfiout  every  refouroe 
which  might  ftill  be  left  to  you  I 

Yon  perhaps  flatter  yourfelf  that  there  are  no  lafting  paC- 
Gons,  and  that,  fooiier  or  later,  time  and  difguft  (hall  with- 
draw-you  from  them. 

• 

To  this  I  anfwer,  t/lfyt  Thai,  in  all  probability,  you 
•  fhall  indeed  become  tired  of  the  objefis  which  at  prefent 
enflave  you,  but  that  your  paffioos  flialloot  be  confequent- 
ly  ended.  You  willdoubttefs  form  new  ties,  but  you  will 
not  form  to  yourfelf  a  new  heart.  There  are  no  eternal 
paflionsi  confefs;  but  corruption  and  lieentioufnefs  are  al- 
moft  always  fo  :  the  paflions  which  are  terminated  folely  by 
difgufti  always  leave  the  heart  open  for  the  jreception  of 
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(bme  other;  and  it  is  coinmonly  a  new  fire  which  expels 
and  extinguifhes  the  firft.  Call  to  your  rememhrance  wjuub 
has  hitherto  happened  to  you:  You: firmly  thought  that, 
were  f  uch  an  engagetnent  olice  at  an  end,  you  fliould  then 
be  free,  and  wholly  at  liberty  to  return  to  your  God ;  yoo 
fixed  up^  that  happy  moment  as  the  term  for  your  peni« 
lence ;  that  engagement  hath  been  terminated  ;  death,  in- 
confiancy,  difguft,  or  fome  other  accident  hath  broken  it ; 
and^  neverthelefs,  you  are  not  converted :  new  opportuni* 
ties  have  offisred,  you  have  formed  new  ties,  you  have 
forgotten  your  former  refolutions,  and  your  Ia&  flate  is  be- 
come worfe  than  the  firft.  The  paflions  which  are  .not  ex- 
tinguiihed  by  grace,  ferve  merely  to  light  up  and  to  pre- 
pare the  heart  for  new  ones. 

I  anrwer,  2^//,  When  all  your  criminal  engagements 
fliould  even  be  ended,  and  that  no  particular  objefi  flioul4 
iiltereft  your  heart;  if  time  and  difguft  alone  have  efie&ed 
this,  yet  will  not  your  converfion  be  more  advanced.  Yqu 
will  ftill  hold  to  all,  in  no  longer  holding  to  any  thing ; 
you  will  find  yourfelf  in  a  certain  vi^e  ftate  of  indolence 
and  of  infenfibility,  more  removed  from  the  kingdom  of 
God  than  even  the  ardour  of  mad  paifions ;  your  heart, 
free  from  any  particular  paflion,  will  be  as  if  filled  with 
an  univerfal  paffion  ;  if  I  may  fpeak  in  this  manner,  .with 
an  immenfe  void  which  will  wholly  occupy  it.  It  will  even 
be  fo  much  the  more  diflicult  for  you  to  quit  this  ftate, 
IS  you  will  have  nothing  fufficiently  ftriking  to  catch  at. 
You  will  find  yourfelf  without  vigour,  tafte,  or  any  incli- 
nation  for  falvation ;  it  is  a  calm  from  which  you  will  find 
it  more  difficult  to  extricate  yourfelf  than  even  from  the 
tempeft ;  for  the  fame  winds  which  caufe  the  ftorm,  may 
fometimes  drive  us  fortunately  into  port;  but  the  greater 
the  calm  is,  the  more  certainly  it  leads  to  deftrufiion. 

But 
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Buty  l^fily^  you  by^  We  would  willingly  [change  and 
adopt  the  party  of  a  more  reafonabtet  and  more  Chriftiaa 
life ;  we  feel  the  emptinefs  of  the  world  and  of  all  ita  plea- 
fures ;  we  enter  into  amufements.  and  into  a  certain  diffi- 
pation,  without  relilh,  and  as  if  with  regret ;  we  would 
wilh  to  renouQce  them,  and  ferioufly  to  labour  towards 
our  faivation :  but  this  firft  flep  ftartles  ut ;  it  it  a^matter 
of  notoriety  which  engages  us  towards  the  public,  and 
which  we  have  many  doubts  of  being  able  to  fupport ;  we 
are  of  a  rank  which  renden  the  fmalleft  change  confpicu« 
ous ;  and  we  are  afraid  left,  like  fo  many  othen,  we  aQ  a 
part  that  will  not  be  lafting*  and,  confequently,  will  leave 
us  only  the  ridicule  without  the  merit  of  devotion. 

You  dread,  my  dear  hearer,  the  being  able  to  go  through 
with  it  ?  What !  in  delaying  your  converfion  you  promife 
yourfelf  that  God  (hall  one  day  touch  you ;  and,  in  being 
converted  at  prefent,  you  dare  not  promife  yourfelf  that 
he  will  fuftain  you  ?  You  depend  upon  his  mercies  while 
inAilting  him,  and  you  dare  not  truft  to  them  when  glori* 
fying  him  ?  You  believe  that  you  have  nothing  to  ri(k,  on 
his  part,  in  continuing  to  offend  him»  and  you  have  no 
confidence  in  him  when  beginning  to  ferve  him  ?  O  man  1 
where  is  here  that  feafon,  and  that  refiitude  of  judgment 
which  thou  vaunteft  fo  much  ?  And  muft  it  be  that,  in  the 
bufinefs  of  thy  faivation  alone,  thou  art  a  fink  of  contnu 
di&ion,  and  an  incomprehenfible  paradox  ? 

Befides,  might  we  not  with  reafon  fay  to  you,  liiaie  • 
beginning  at  leaft ;  try  if,  in  efie£l,  you  (hall  be  unable  to 
fuftain  yourfelf  in  the  fervice  o\  God  ?  Is  it  not  worth 
the  trouble  of  being  tried  ?  Does  a  man,  precipiuted  by 
the  tempeft  into  the  fea,  and  who  finds  himfelf  on  the 
point  of  drowning,  not  drain  every  nerve,  in  the  firft 

place. 
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pla^e,  to  gain  the  Ibore  by  fwitnming,  before  ht  ^figns 
KirDfeif  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves  ?  Would  he  fay  to 
htmfelf,  as  aitexcufe  for  making  no  efibrt  to  fave  faimfelf^ 
**  I  fliall  perhaps  be  unable  to  go  through  with  it$  my 
**  ftrength.  will  moll  likely  fail  me  by  the  way  ?"  Ah ! 
he  tries,  he  makes  every  efibrt,  he  firuggles  againft  the 
danger/  he  labours  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  ftrength.  and. 
only  gives  way,  at  laft,  when,  overpowered  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves,  he  is  forced  to  yield  to  the  evil  of  hia 
deftiny.    You  perifii,   my  dear  hearer ;  the   waves  gain 
tipon  you,  the  torrent  fweeps  you  away  ;  and  you  hefitato 
Whether  you  (hall  try  to  extricate  yourfelf  from  the  danger ; 
^nd  you  wafte,  in  calculating  your  ftrength,  the  only  mo- 
ments left  to  provide  for  your  fafety  ?  And  you  facrifice, 
in  deliberating,  the  little  time  that  is  left  to  you  for  the  fole 
^urpofe  of  difengaging  yourfelf  from  the  peril  which  it 
imminent,  and  in  which  fo  many  others  are  continually 
perifliing  before  your  eyes  ? 

But,  laflly,  even  granting  that  in  the  end  the  various 
hardfhips  of  virtue  tire  out  your  w'eaknefs,  and  that  you 
£nd  yourfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  retreating  ;  at  any  rate, 
you  will  always  have  pafled  fome  little  time  without  of* 
fending  your  God ;  you  will  always  have  made  fome  efforts 
towards  appealing  him ;  you  will  always  have  devoted 
fome  days  to  the  praife  of  his  holy  name  :  at  any  rate,  it 
will  be  a  portion  cut  off  from  your  criminal  life,  and 
from  that  treafure  of  iniquity  which  you  amafs  for  the  ter- 
Kble  day  of  vengeance  ;  you  will  have  acquired,  at  leaft, 
the  right  of  reprefenting  your  ¥reaknefs  to  God,  and  of  fay- 
ing  to  him,  **  Lord,  thou  beholdeft  my  delires  and  my 
**  weakncfs ;  why,  O  my  God !  have  I  not  a  heart  more 
**  cohftant  to  thee,  more  determined  in  the  caufe  of  truth, 
^  more  callous  to  the  world,  and  more  difficult  to  be  led 

"  aftray  ? 
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'*  alfaray  ?  Put  an  eiul,  O  Lord,  to  mine  unccrtitntifs  noi 

'*  to  mine  inconftkncy ;  take  from  tbe  world  that  domfilioft 
'*  which  it  hath,  over  my  heart;  refume  thine  ancieqt 

"  rights,  over  it,  and  no  longer  imperiieflly  attra£l  n^e*  left 

*'  I  again  fly  off  from  tb^.  1 3in  covered  yith  Ihame  at  th? 

**  eternal  variation)  of  my  lifei  and  they  make  me  thait  I  ag^ 

**  afraid  to  nufe  up  mine  evfcs  to  thee,  or  to  promife  a  coqr 

"  ftant  fidelity^     I  b^vefo often  hnokenray  promifes  afti^jf 

**  fwearing  to  thee  an  eternal  love,  my  weaknefs  hath  fo 

**  often  led  me  to  forget  the  happinefs  of  that  engagement, 

**  that  I  have  no  longer  the  courage  to  anfwer  for  myfelf. 

**  My  heart    betrays  me  every   inftant ;  and  a  thoufand 

'9  times,  on  rifing  from  thy  feet,  and  with  mine  eyes  ftill 

**  bathed  in  tears  of  forrow  for  having  offended  thee,  an  op« 

**  portunity  hath  feduced  me ;  and  the  very  fame  infideli* 

^*  ties  of  which  I  had  fo  lately  exprefled  mine  abhorrence, 

**  have  found  me,  as  formerly,  weak  and  un&ithful :  with 

**  an  heart  fo  light  and  fo  uncertain,  what  affurance,  O  my 

**  God !  can  I  give  to  thee  ?  And  what  indeed  could  I  pre* 

**  fume  to  promife  to  myfelf  ?  I  have  fo  often  thought  that 

**  my  refolutions  would  now  at  laft  be  confiant ;  I  have 

'*  found  myfelf  in  moments  fo  lively  and  fo  affe£lingof  grace 

*'  and  of  compun£lion,  and  which  feemed  for  ever  to  fix 

the   durability  of  my   fidelity,  that  I  fee  nothing  now 

which  can  either  be  capable  of  fixing  me,  or  of  affording 

**  me  a  hope  of  that  ftability  in  virtue  which  I  have  hither- 

«« to  been  unable  to  attain.     Let  the  danger  of  my  fituation 

**  touch  thee,  O  my  God !  the  chara£ler  of  my  heart  dif- 

*'  courages  and  alarms  me ;  I  know  that  inconfiancy  in 

thy  ways  is  a  prefage  of  perdition,  and  that  the  verfatile 

and  changeable  foul  is  curfed  in  thy  holy  books.     But, 

••  while  yet  fenfible  of  the  holy  infpirations  ot  thy  grace, 

"  I  will  once  more  endeavour  to  enter  into  thy  ways ;  and, 

"if 
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'•  iF  I  muft  perifli,  I  prefer  being  loft  while  exerting  nijr- 
**  felF  to  return  to  thee,  O  my  God  I  who  permittcft 
**  not  the  foul  who  fincerely  {eeketh  thee  to  perifli,  and 
**  who  art  the  only  Lord  worthy  of  being  ferved,  to 
"  the  (hocking  tranquillity  of  an  avowed  and  determined 
**  rebellion,  and  to  the  melacholy  idea  of  renouncing  all 
**  hope  of  thofe  eternal  riches  which  thou  prepareft  for 
^*  thofe  who  (hall  have  loved  and  ferved  thee." 


SERMON 


» 
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SERMON  IL 

ON  FALSE  TRUST. 


Luke  xxiv.  21. 

But  wt  trufiei  ikMi  ii  had  tetn  he  which  Jhould  have 

redtemed  IfratL 

jLm  vain  had  Jefus  €110(1,  during  bis  mortal  life,  a  tliou« 
fand  times  declared  to  his  difciples  that  it  was  flattering 
Aemfelves  to  count  upon  a  reward  which  had  not  been 
BkclHted  bj  crofles  and  toils ;  this  truth,  To  little  agreeable 
to  nature,  had  never  been  willingly  received ;  and  all  th6 
times  that  the  Saviour  had  tried  to  undecieve  them  on  the 
dppofite  error,  they  heard  not  that  word  of  the  gofpel» 
and  it  was  not  feen  by  them.  Such  is  ftill  at  prefent,  the 
difpofition  of  the  two  dilciples  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  con* 
defcends  to  appear ,'',in  their  way  to  Emmaus ;  they  expeSed 
that  their  Mafter  fliouid  deliver  Ifrael  from  the  yoke  of  na* 
tioni,  and  ihould  caufe  them  to  be  feated  on  twelve  earth- 
ly thrones,  without  any  exertion  being  n^eflary  on  their 
part  in  order  to  mount  them  ;  without  the  Saviour  him* 
felf  having  occaGon  to  fufler  in  order  to  triumph  over  hit 
enemies. 

Befides  the  miftake  which  led  them  to  confider  Jefus 

Chrift  as  a  temporal  deliverer,  I  likewife  obferve  anothet 

Vol.  II.  F  which 
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which  appears  tome  not  lefs  dangerous  in  them,  but  which 
at  prefent  is  move  common  among  us ;  it  is  that  falfe  truA  by 
which  they  are  perfuaded  that,  without  co-operating  towards 
it  themfelves,  and  leaving  to  Jefus  Chriil  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  their  deliverance,  thcy.fball  receive  the  fulfilment 
of  the  magnificent  promifes  which,  iti  his  converfations 
with  them  upon  the  earth,  he  had  fo  often  reiterated.  Now» 
my  brethren,  this  falfe  trulf,  which  makes  all  to  be  ex- 
pelled by  finners  from  grace  alone,  without  any  co-opera- 
tion on  their  part,  and  the  reward  of  the  hoTy'to  be  hoped 
although  they  labour  not  towards  meriting  it ;  this  falfe 
truft,  which  always  reckons  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God 
whom  it'olTends,  which,  without  combatting,  promifes  %« 
felf  to  be  crowned,  and  which  alwayjs  hopes  againft  proba* 
bility  ;  this  talfe  truft  which  is  unwilling  to  purchafe  hea- 
3ren  and  yet  cxpe£ls  it,  is  the  moft  univerfal  and  eftabliflied 
religion  among  Chriflians ;  and  when  Jefus  Chrift  fhall 
once  more  appear  upon  the  earth,  he  will  find  many  of  .^is. 
unbelieving  difciples  whoOiall  have  occafiou  to  lay  to  h^^$9 
*•  wc  trufted." 

This,  my  brethren,  is  what  induces  me  to  occupy  your 
time  at  prefent  upon  fo  important  a  matter,  perfuaded  that 
a  falfe  truft  is  thefource  of  condemnation  to  almoft  all  fin* 
pers  ;  that  thofe  who  are  afraid  of  perifliing,  never  perifli  i 
and  that  I  could  not  better  fulfil  my  miniftry,  than  by  ef- 
tablifliing  in  your  hearts  thofe  falutary  feelings  of  millruA. 
which  lead  to  precautions  and  to  remedies,  and  which,  in 
difturbing  the  peace  of  fin,  leave,  in  its  place,  the  peace 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  furpaOeth  all  feeling.  Thus,  in 
order  to  give  a  proper  extenfion  to  fo  ufeful  a  fubjefi,  I  re« 
duce  it  into  two  propofitions  :  there  is  no  difpofition  more 
foohfti  than  that  of  the  finner  who  prefumcs,  -without  la- 
bouring towards  his  amendment,  is  the  firft  :  there  is  none 

more 
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moft  injuriotis  to  God,  is  tbe  fecond.  The  folly  of  r 
Mfetruft;  the  inrult  ot  a  falfe  truft:  let  ut  explain  thefe- 
two  trutbsi.  . 

Patt  I.  I  am  not  afraid  of  opertly  agreeing  with  you,  my. 
brethren,  that  the  mercies  ot  the  Lord  are  always  more  abun- 
dant  than  our  wickednefles,  and  that  his  goodnefs  may  fur- 
fiifli  legitimate  motives  of  truft  to  all  finners.  The  doc* 
trine  which  I  go  to  eftablifli  ii  fufficiently  terrible,  without* 
adding  to  it  new  terrors  by  concealing  part  of  thofe  truths 
which-  may  tend  to  foften  it ;  and  if  caution  be  required 
ki  this  mattery  it  is  rather  in  not  bringing  forward  all  that 
might  alarm  the  confcience,  than  in  concealing  what 
might  tend  to  confole  it. 

It  is  true,  that  every  where  tbe  holy  books  give  ut  iliag' 
nificent  and  foothing  ideas  of  the  goodnefs  of  God.  One 
while  he.  is  a  mild  and  long- forbearing  Mafler,  who  awaits 
the  penitence  of  the  finner  ;  who  covers  the  fins  of  men, 
ki  order  to  lead  them  to  repentance ;  who  is  filent  and  qui- 
et,  who  is  flow  to  punifli»  and  delays  in  order  that  he  may 
be  prevented,  who  threatens  in  order  to  be  difarmed :  an«> 
other  while  he  is  a  tender  Friend,  who  is  never  weary  of 
knocking  at  the  gate  of  the  heart,  who  flatters,  intreais, 
and  folicits  us,  and  who»  in  order  to  draw  us  to.himfelf, 
employs  every  thing  which  an  ingenious  love  can  invent, 
to  recal  a  rebellious  heart :  again,  and  laflly,  for  all  would 
never  be  faid»  he  is  an  inde&tigable  Shepherd,  who  goes, 
even  through  the  wildeft  mountains,  in  fearch  of  his  ilray* 
ed  flieep  ;  and,  having  at  laft  found  it,  places  it  upon  his 
flioulders,  and  is  fo  tranfported  with  joy,  that  even  the 
celeflial  harmony  are  ordered  to  celebrate  its  happy  return*. 
It  mull  furely  be  confefled,  that  the  comfort  and  the  con- 
folation  of  thefe  images  can  receive  no  addition ;  and  every 
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finncr  #lto,  after  'Hm,  dcrfMurt,  or  even  gtvti  way  t« 
defpondency.  is  die  moft  foolifli  of  all  men.  But  do  not 
from  thence  conclude  that  the  finner,  who  prefames,  iit 
lefs  foolifh.  or  that  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  can  be  a  legiti- 
mate foundation  of  truft  to  thofe  who  are  continually  de* 
firing  their  converfioti.  and  yet^  without  labouring  to- 
wards that  great  work,  promife  every  thing  to  therofelvea 
from  a  goodnefs  which  their  very  confidence  infults.  T# 
convince  you  of  this,  before  I  enter  into  the  main  pointa 
of  my  fubje6l,  remarkt  I  beg  of  yon*  that,  among  that 
innumerable  crowd  of  finners,  of  every  defcription,  witb 
which  the  world  is  filled,  there  it  not  one  who  bath  not 
hopes  of  his  converfion ;  not  one  who*  beforehand,  con* 
fiders  himfelf  as  a  child  of  wrath^  and  doomed  to  perift; 
not  one  who  doth  not  flatter  himfelf,  that,  at  laft,  the 
Lord  fliall  one  day  have  pity  upon  him :  the  lewd,  tlie  am« 
bitioQs,  the  worldly,  the  revengeful,  the  unjuft,  all  hope^ 
yet  no  one  repents.  Now  I  mean,  at  prefent,  to  prove  to 
you,  that  this  difpofition  of  falfe  truft  is,  of  all  others  in 
which  the  creature  can  be,  the  moft  foolifli :  follow,  I  beg 
of  yon,  ay  reafons ;  they  appear  worthy  of  your  atten- 
tion. 

In  effeft,  when,  in  order  to  make  the  fdly  of  falfe  truft 
apparent,  I  ihould  have  only  the  uncertainty  in  which  a 
finner  who  hath  loft  the  fanfiifying  grace  is  of  his  (alva* 
tion,  no  other  argument  would  be  required  to  juftify  my 
£rft  propofition.  And,  when  I  fpeak  of  the  uncertainty 
common  to  all  believers,  which  occafions,  that  no  one  can 
know  whether  he  be  worthy  of  love  or  of  hatred  ;  whether 
he  flnll  perfevere  even  to  the  end,  or  fall  never  more  to  re- 
cover himfelf :  terrible  fobjeB  of  dread,  even  for  the  rooi^ 
righteous  !  I  fpeak  of  a  more  fliocking  uncertainty,  fince 
it  does  not  fuppofe  ia  the  finner  in  fueftiont  a  doubtful 
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fite.oFffigiMoafndf  «fi4  chriftiaii  km,  upon  Vackflidiogf 
to  come ;  but  beeaufe  it  14  founded  upon  a  certun  iUte  qi 
Ijn,  and  upon  a  repenunce  which  no  body  can  guaraotct 
10  biip* 

Now,  I  fay  that  it  is  the  height  9f  folly  to  prf  fume  in 
this  Aate.  For  coofefs  it,  my  dear  hearer ;  invi^erate  fm* 
aer  as  you  are ;  abiding,  as  you  tranquilly  do  io  iniquitous 
paffioss,  in  the  midil  even  of  all  the  folciBoities  of  reli* 
.gion,  and  of  all  the  terrors  of  the  holy  word,  upon  the 
foolifli  hope  of  one  day  at  laft  quitting  this  deplorable  (late; 
yon  cannot  deny  that  it  is  at  Jeaft  doubtful  whether  you 
ihall  retrieve  yourfelf,  or,  even  to  the  end,  remaio  in 
your  fin.  I  ^vea  admit  you  to  be  full  of  good  d^firei  ; 
but  you  are  not  ignorant  that  defires  convert  nobody, 
and  that  the  greateft  iinners  arc  ohen  thofe  who  moft  long 
(or  their  converfion.  Now,  the  doubt  here  only  equal, 
would  you  be  prudent  is  remaining  carelefs  ?  What !  In 
tbe  frightftti  uncerrainty  whether  you  ihall  die  in  your  ir«> 
regularity)  or  if  God  flmll  withdraw  you  from  it ;  floating* 
as  I  may  fay,  betwiBt  heaven  and  hdl ;  on  tbe  poife  be* 
twixt  thefe  two  defisnies,  ytMi  could  be  indifferent  on  the 
decifion  ?  Hope  is  the  fweeteft  and  the  moft  flattering  par« 
ty ;  and  (or  that reafon  you  would  incline  to  bis  fide  ?  Ah  1 
my  dear  hearer,  vferc  there  no  other  iseafon  to  be  afraid 
than  that  of  hoping,  you  would  oot  be  prudent  to  live  in 
thia  probttod  calfl^ 

But  fuch  is  not  even  your  cafe ;  things  are  far  indeed 
from  being  equal :  in  this  (hocking  doubt  which  every  fin* 
9er  may  inwardly  form  :  *'  Shall  I  expire  in  mine  iniquity, 
'*  in  tiie  fin  in  which  J  a&ially,  and  have  fo  long  lived  ? 
"  or  Shall  I  not  die  in  it  ?"  tbe  £rft  part  is  tnfioiteiy  tl« 
noA  {md)dde. 

For, 
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For,  iftty^  your  own  powers  are  not  fufficient  to  re^ifi 
that  fanSity  you  have  loft ;  a  foreign,  fupernatura),  and 
heavenly  aid  is  neoe flary,  of  which  nobody  can  ^flureyou  : 
in  place  of  which,  you  need  only  yourfelf  to  remain  in* 
your  fin  :  there  is  nothing  in  your  nature  which  can  re** 
fufcitate  the  grace  loft,  no  feed  of  falvation,  no  principle 
of  fpiritual  life ;  and  you  bear  in  your  heart  a  fatal  fource 
of  corruption  which  tnay  every  day  produce  frefli  fruits  of 
death ;  it  is  more  likely,  therefore,  that  you  (hall  die  in 
your  guilt,  than  it  is,  that  you  ihall  be  converted. 

B^fy,  Not  only  is  a  foreign  and  divine  aid  nece(fary» 
but  alfo  an  aid  uncoroHion,  rare,  denied  to  almofi  all  fin* 
ners,  in  (bort  a  miracle  for  your  converfion  ;  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  finner  is  one  of  the  greateft  prodigies  of 
grace,  and  you  know  yourfelf  that  fuch  inftances  are  ex- 
tremely rare  in  the  worlds     Now  and  then,  fome  fortunate 
foul  whom  God   withdraweth   from   licentioufnefs ;  but        ^ 
thefe  are  remarkable  exertions  of  the  divine  mercy,  and 
not  in  the  common  trafi :  in  place  of  which,  you  have 
only  to  let  things  purfue  their  natural  courfe,  and  you 
fhall  die  fuch  as  you  are  ;  God  hath  only  to  follow  his  or- 
dinary laws,  and  your  deftrufiion  is  certain ;  the  poflibili- 
ty  of  your  falvation  is  founded  folely  on  a  fingular  effort 
of  his  power  and  mercy;  the  certitude  of  your  condemna« 
tion  is  founded  upon  the  commoneft  of  all  rules ;  in  a: 
word,  that  you  periih,  is  the  ordinary  Jot  of  finners  who 
refemble  you ;  that  you  are  not  converted,  is  a  Angularity 
of  which  there  are  few  examples. 

^dly^  In  order  to  continue  in  your  prefent  ftate,  you 
have  only  to  follow  your  inclinations,  to  yield  yourfelf  up 
to  yourfelf  and  quietly  to  allow  yourfelf  to  be  carried  down 
the  ftream  ;  to  do  this  you  have  neither  occafion  for  efibfff: 

nor 
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"fecnr  violence :  but  to  return,  ah !  you  muft  break  through 
inclinations  fortified  by  time ;  you  muft  hate  and  refift  your* 
feU'  from  the  deareft  objefb,  break  afunder  the  tendered 
iies,  make  the  moft  heroical  efTorta,  you  who  are  incapable 
of  the  commoneft  ones*  Now  I  demand^  if»  ia  a  matter 
to  come,  or  in  uncertain  eventSi  we  ever  augur  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  have  moft  obftacles  to  furmount,  and  moft  dif* 
ficuhies  to  ftruggle  againft  ?  Doth  not  the  moft  eafy  ,alr 
ways  appear  the  moft.  probable  ?  Soften  as  much  as  you 
•pleafe  U^iis  truth  in  your  mind  ;  view  it  in  the  moft  favour* 
able  lights;  this  propofition  on  your  eternal  deftiny  is  the 
moft  inconteftible  of  the  Chriftian  morality.  It  is  beyond 
comparifon  more  certain  that  I.  fliall  never  be  converted, 
and  that  I  fliall  die  ip  my  Qn,  than  that  the  Liord  fhould 
Jiave  pity  upon  me,  and  at  laft  withdraw  me  from  it :  this 
IS  your  fit(iation :  and,  if  you  can  ftill  be  indifferent,  and 
flatter  yourC^lf  in  fuch  ^  flatet  ypur  fecurity  my  dear  hear* 
er,  terrifies  mc« 

.  But  I  go  farther,  and  I  entreat. you  to  liflen  to  me.  The 
£nner  who,  without  labouring  to  recbim  himfelf,  aflures 
himfelf  of  converfioo,  prefumes  not  only  in  a  fearful  un» 
ceruirjty,  tod  where  every  thiog  feems  to  conclude  againft 
him*  but  alfo.in  fpite  of  the' moral  uncertainty,  as  we  are 
taught  by:  fnitb,  tliiat  be  is  loft.  Here  are  my  proofs,  i/f/x. 
You  €xpe&,  ,that  God  fliaU  convert  you  ;  but  how  do  you 
expe^  iti  ?' By  continually  placing  new  obfia.clei  in  the 
Way  of  bis.  grace;  by  riveuipgypur  chains;  by  aggravate 
ing  your  yoke  ;  by  multiplying  your  crimes  ;  by  ncgle6l« 
irtg  every  opportunity  of  falvation  which  his  folemnities, 
his  myflexies,  and  even  the  terrors  of  bis  word  oflfer  to 
you  ;  by  always  remaining  in  the  fame  dangers  ;  by  change 
trig  nothing  in  your  manners,  your  pleaFures,  your  intima* 
^ies,  ID  (hoitt,  in  every  thing  which  continues  to  nouriOi^ 

in 
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in  your  heart/  that  fatal  paffioa  from  which  Vm  hope  that 
{(race  Ihall  deliver  you.  How  I  the  fooIiOi  vii^ns  are  r^^ 
je6led,  folcly  for  having  heglijrentiy  and  without  fervout 
ftwaited  the  iH-idegroom ;  atid  you,  frithlefa  foul,  who 
Hwait  him  while  completing  the  meafure  of  your  crimes, 
you  dare  to  flatter  yourfelf  that  you  fliall  be  more  favoura- 
faly  treated  ? 

%dly^  &raee  is  accorded  Only  to  teats,  to  foliciutions, 
to  eager  defires ;  it  reqiliiies  to  be  long  courted.  NoiiT 
do  you  pray?  At  lead,  do  you  entreat  ?  Do  you  imitate 
the  importtiiniey  of  the  widow  of  the  gofpel  ?  Do  you  k*> 
hour,  like  Cornelius  the  Gentile,  to  attfafl  that  grace  by 
charities  and  other  Chrifiian  works  ?  Do  you  fay  ib  tjie 
Lord,  every  day,  with  the  prophet,  "  Hide  not  thy  face 
*'  from  me,  O  Lord,  left  I  be  like  unto  them  that  godoWn 
••  into  the  pit  ?•*  Ah  !  you  fay  to  him,  '«  Lordj  thba  will 
**  draw  me  to  thyfelf ;  in  vain  I  rcfift  thee ;  «hou  wift,  at 
"  laft,  break  afunder  my  chains ;  however  great  be  the  cor- 
**  ruption  oT'my  heart,  thou  wilt  ukiokately  change  it.'* 
Fool!  what  tnore  likely  to  repel  a  gift  than  the  temerity 
which  cxafis  it,  and  even  in  the- very  moment'  when  moft 
unworthy  dtfres  to  claim  it  w  a  right !  Frefli  ^irgument 
ftgainft  you ;  graee  is  referved  fofr  the  lowly  and  the  fearful 
who  dread  being  refufed  what  is  not  owing  to  them  :  it  is 
Upon  thefe  fouls  that  the  Spirit  of  God  velietb,  and  taketh 
delight  m  wording  wonders  ;  on  the  contrary,  **  he  defpi- 
**  fetb  the  preCuptuous  fmner,  and  knoweth  him  afar  off." 

^dfy.  The  grace  of  Converfion  which  you  fo  confidently 
expefi,  is,  as  you  know,  the  greateft  of  all  gffta*  Never* 
thdefk,  as  you  know  fltll  better,  there  is  fcarcely  a  finner 
more  unworthy  of  it  than  yourfelf;  un¥ronhy  through  the 
nature  of  your  dilorders,  of  which  you  aloae  ^now  the 
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inhmy  mi  the  eborntity ;  unwdhby  throa^  the  lights 
ind  ihfbrratiDns  Vbu  hivie  ^  thoufarxd  times  mifafed ;  un* 
irbrtliy  ihnmgh  the  favoutrs  pF  the  myfteries  and  of  the 
truths  which  jrou  haveal«rays  negleEted;  Qnwoitfcy  through 
the  fequel,  even  of  your  natural  inclinations,  which  hea« 
ten,  at  your  biith,  had  Formed  fo  h^ppy  and  fo  traElable 
to  tHltb,  and  which  y6u  hive  turned  into  melancholy 
ifaians  of  vice  i  iihWorthy  tiirx>ugh  the  iniquitous  deriiions 
which  you  hskve  lUade  oF  piety,  and  thofe  impious  defircs, 
fo  injurious  to  the  triith  bf  God,  t^hich  have  a  thonfand 
times  led  you  t6  wiih  that  all  we  filiy  of  a  future  ftate  Werd 
i  Fible ;  laflly,  un\lrdtttiy  thtough  that  profound  fecurity 
In  Which  you  live^  Which,  before  God,  is  the  worft  of  all 
jrbiif  crimeft.  Noi^I  ufk  hdthing  here  but  equity  ;  if  on- 
)y  afinglfc  (inner  wer^  to  Be  excluded  from  that  grace  of 
-conVerfion  which  yoii  etjpeS,  f ou  Would  have  every  reai 
fih  to  dirsld  that  the  exclufi'on  fell  Upon  you,  and  that  yoU 
were  to  be  that  finale  child  at  cui-fe,  feparated  ai  an  ana-: 
fhemifeit  from  all  his  brethren !  Bui,  if  alm6ft  all  be  de- 
prived oF  that  blefling,  ah  !  my  dear  hearer,  ought  you  to 
feckbti  upon  it  as  Ibcarfc  f  And  what  haVe  you  but  a  fdpera- 
bhildanc^  of  flni  to  diilinjj^uiih  you  from  others  7  If  the 
btipel  of  the  prtsfiiinptudus  finiier  perifh  in  general  with  him- 
self, can  you  tuppotk  that  your  falvation  fhall  be  accom- 
plifh^d  by  the  httie  way  in  which  all  other^  perifli  ?  I 
know  that  ykt  ought  tiever  td  defpair ;  bul  humble  confi- 
dence is  very  difbrent  fl-otti  prefUitiptioii :  humble  confi- 
dtoce,  aft^  haviilg  tried  all,  counts  u^on  Nothing;  and 
yoo  depend  tipon  all  without  having  ever  tried  ainy  thing. 
Humble  tnift  conliders  the  mercy  df  the  Lord  onl^  as  the 
fupplement  of  the  defeats  of  penitence,  and  you  itiake  it 
the  refugfe  of  ybilr  crimes  ;  humble  truft,  with  fear  and 
crembling,  awaits  the  pardoti  of  thofb  faults  it  hath  la- 
incnted,  and  y<^u  coolly  e?tpe£l  that  thofe  (hall  be  forgiven 
•  V0L.iI.  G  ot 


46      ,  iXRMO  N   IX«^ 

of  which  yoo  oeyor  mean  to  nepent.  I  know,  tnd  1  agats 
repeat^  that  we  ought  neves  to  defpair ;  but,  wereitpoi&<^ 
ble  that  defpair  could.be  legitimate,  ah  I  it  would  be  whea 
hope  if  profiiptuonfly  encouraged. 
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.  But  age  will  mellow  the  paf&ons,  fays. inwardly  the  fio^ 
ner  here  :  enticing  opportunities,  will 'not  always  come  ia 
the  wi^  ;  circumflances  more  favourable  for  {alvation  wiU, 
occur  through  time;  and  what. is  at  prefent  impoffiblct 
ihall  one  day  perhaps  be  done,  when  a.  thoufand  aftual  im-^ 
pediments  (hall  be  removed.    My  God!  in  this  mannci} 
doth  the  unfortunate  foul  deceive  himfelt ;  and  it  is  through^ 
an  illuGon  fo  palpable  that  the  demon  feduces  almoft.all 
men,  the  wifeft  as  the  moft  fpolifli,  the  moft  enlightened 
as  the  moft  credulous,  the  great  as  the  common  people. 
For.  fay,  my  dear  hearer,  when  you  promife  yourfelf  that, 
one  day  the  Lord  (hall  at  laft  have  pity  upon  you,  you  na 
doubt  promife  yourfelf  that  he  will  change  your  heart ;, 
now,  why  do  you   depend  upon  •  this  change  fo  necef- 
fary  to  your  falvation,  more  in  future  than  at  prefent  ? 
In  the  firft  place,  fhall  your  difpofitions  for  penitence  be 
then  more  favourable  ?  Shall  your  heart  find  it  eafier  .to 
break  afunder  its  chains?  What  I  Inclinations  deeply  root- 
ed through  time  and  years  ihall  be  more  eafily  torn  out  i 
A  torrent  which  will  already  have  hoUbwed  out  its  bed» 
ihall  be  more  eafy  to  turn  aiide  ?  Are  you  in  your  fenfes 
when  you  fay .  fo  ?  Ah  !  even  now  it  appears  fo  difficult 
to  reprefs  your  inordinate  paifions,  though  yet  in  their  in« 
fancy,  and  confequently  more  tradable  and  eafy  to  regu? 
late !  You  delay  your  converfion  only  becaufe  it  would 
coft  you  too  much  to  conquer  yourfelf  gn  certain  points : 
how  !  you  are  perfuaded  that  it  will  coil  you  lefs  in  the 
end;  that  this  fatal  plant,  then  become  a  tree,  ihall. hp 
more  pliable ;  that  this  wound,  inveterate  and  of  longer 
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ihallbeiiiore  eafy  tacure,  and  (hall  require  lefs 
grievous  remedies  ?  you  ^xpeA  fefources  and  facilities  to- 
wards'peniteirce  from  time ;  it  is  time»  my  brethren,  which 
will  dieprive  you  of  all  thofe  yet  remaining. 

'"  '%dly\  Shall  grace  Be  either  more  frequent  in  future,  or 
nore  victorious  ?  But  granting  it  even  to  be  fo,  your  cu- 
pidity, then  more  powerful, '  oppofing  greater  impediments, 
the  grace  which  would  now  triumph  over  your  heart,  and 
change  you  into  a  thorough  penitent,  will  no  longer  then, 
hut  flightiy,  -  agitate  you,  and  excite  within  you  only  weak 
and  unavailing  delires  of  penitence.  But  you  have  little 
rebfon -to  flatter  yourfelf  even  with  this  hope :  the  more 
yoti  irritate  the  gobdnefs  of  God  by  delaying  your  conver* 
fion,  the' more  will  he  withdraw  himfelf  from  you:  every 
moment'  diminifhes  in  fome  meafure  his  favours  and  his 
kindnefs.  Recoiled  that,  when  you  firft  began  to  d^i- 
ite  -from  his  ways,  not  a  day  pafled  without  his  operating 
within  you  fome  movement  df  faivation,  troubles,  remor- 
fies,  and  delires  of  penitence.  At  prefent,  if  you  attend  to 
it,  thefe  infpirations  are  more  rare:  it  is  only  on  certain 
eccafions  that  your  <oBfcience  is  aroufed ;  you  are  partly 
funiKarifed'  with  'your  diforders.  Ah  !  my  dear  hearer, 
you  eafily  fee  that  your  infenfibility  will  only  be  increafed 
in  the  fequel :  God  will  more  and'  more  retire  from  you, 
and  will  deliver  up  to  a  reprobate  feeling,  and  to  that  &. 
tal  tranquillity  which  is  the  confummatibn  and  themoft 
dreadful  punifliment  of  iniquity.  Now  I  a(k,  are  you  not 
abfurd  in  thus  marking  out,  for  your  converfion,  a  time 
Jh  which  you  ihall  never  have  had  fewer  aids  on  the  part  o£ 
grace,  and  lefs  facility  on  the  part  of  your  heart  I 

■  I  might  ftill  add,  that  the  more  you  delay  the  more  yoir 
accumulate  debts,  the  more'eorich  the  treaf4ir4  of  iniquity^ 

the 


the  mbre  orlmei  yw  AaU  luifir^toexpi4«|»;th(r-|iiq|)^  rig^ 
rous  (hall  yojUr  reparation  h^ve  V>  ^  fod,  coafequeml)^ 
the  more  IbaU  your  penitence  be  difficult*  Slight  aufier^ 
ties,  Tome  retrenchment^  Come  ^hri^ian  chiM-ities,  woi^lfl 
perhaps  fuffice,  at  prefent,  to  acquit  you  before  your  Judge* 
and  to  q>pearebis  juiUcc*  B^t;  ia  th^  fequcl,  whe^.the 
abundance  of  your  r  crimes  Ihall  have  rifcn  above  you^  bead, 
and  time  and  years  ihall  have  blunted,  if  not. totally  d^ 
firoyed,  in  your  memoryi  the  multitude  and  the  flagrancy; 
of  your  iniquities ;  ah  !  no  reparation  oji  your  part  ibaU 
then  be  fufficiently  rigorous,  no  morlificatiod  fufficiently 
auftere,  no  humiliation  fufficiently  profQund.  no  ple^fucc^ 
however  ionocenit  whicb  you  muft  not  deny  youj«fejf»  ^p 
molification  which  .wiU  not  be  crio>inaI :  holy  ex^elTes  p( 
penitence  will  be  neceflaty  <o  compenfa^  ibp  duratipn  an4 
the  Enormity  of  your  crimes  ;  it  wiUreqtiire  you  to  quit 
all,  to  tear  yourfelf  from  every  thing,  to  facriQce  your  for^ 
tune»  interefts»  and  conveniency;  perhaps  to  condei^q 
yourfelf  to  perpetual  retreat ;  fpr  it  is.  only  tbi'Ough,  thf^fo 
sneans  that  the.gr.eat  finnen  ace  recalled «  Now.  if  flight 
rigours,  which  would  at  prifeni  be  fufficient  amends,  ap* 
pear  fo  infupportable.  and  tlifgufl  yov  at  the  idea  of  4 
change,  (hall  peniteAce  be  more  aUuring.  irhcn  4Mira 
toils  and  ft^ps  a  thoufand  times  mpre  bitten  prefent  thfig.^ 
felves  in  its  train  ?  My  God  !  upon  th^  a&ir  of  falvatioii 
alone  it  is  that  men  are  capable  of  fuch,  wjlfult.mifial^es^ 
Ah !  my.  brethren,  of  what  avail  are  great  li^ts.  ex- 
tent of  genius,  deep  penctfdtiont  apid  folid  judgnient  ioi 
the  management  of  earthly  m^tefs»  and  of  vain  ^nderta* 
kings  which  (hall  perilh  with  us.  if  we  are  children  in  thf; 
grand  work  of  eterjiity  ? 

Andallow  me  to  conclude; thispartof  my  diff otfr£? wjth 

a  final  icafon,  vhicb,  I  tntftt  ifi>l  ffnm  tp  coimnoe  you« 

You 
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Xoq  coyfider  t}i«  vain  bope  of-a  c^verfion  ^f:a  feeling  o( 
grace  and  of  £ilvatian|  and  as  ^  prpof  that  the^^or^  vifit, 
eth  you»  and  that  he  hath  not  yet  delivered  you  up  to  all 
the  inveteracy  of  (ia>  But/ny  dqarhcarer«-  the  Lord  cannot 
vifit  you  ill  bis  mercy  without  infpiring  you  with  (alutary. 
Roubles  a^d  (ears  on  the  fl4teof.  your  conTcicnce;  aU  tbc^ 
9pe^ations  of  grace  begin  with  thefe;  confequently  whil^, 
yof  CQnt^iue  tranquil,  it  is.  evident:  that  God  tfeateth  yoi^ 
according  .to  all  the  rigour  of  his  juftice*  and  tlvit  he  ex<« 
crcifeth  upon  you  the  mofl  t^^ribje  of  bis  cha^iCetnents ;  X 
sneai^  to  fi^^.hisoegleQand  the  denial  of  bisgrai:e.  PeacCr 
in  fin,  the  fe^urity  in  which  you  live,  is  therefore  the  moft 
infallible  marlp  that  Qpd  is  no  longer  with  you,  and  that 
hisgrace^  which  in  the  ciimjinaKo^uLalways  work.i|  troublq 
ind  anxiety,  dre^d  aibd,  diftruA*.  is  totally  exting^iiQied  ix^ 
yours.  Thus  you  cpmfoili  your(el{  on  what  ought  to  ex-^ 
5;ite  ypur  jufteft  fears;  the.  nio^  deplorable  fignsof  youv 
i^eprohation  form  in  ypiif  iq^^  the  mofl  (blif)  foundation  qQ 
your  hope :  truft  in  Qjq  i$  tb^  moHt.  terrible  cbd^fenient  with 
wbi^h.  Go4  can,  punifli  tbq  (u^ier^  and  you  draw  from  it. 
a  prejudication  of  £ilyat|Qn:an4  of  penitence.  Tremble* 
if  any  reamnf  of  f^Mth  he  yet.  left  ypu ;  this  caloi  i^  thp . 
SorfrMnner  of  a  fhipwrtcl^ ;  yqu  zre  ftampffd  with  the  ni9t% 
of  the  reprobate ;  reckon-  nqt  upon  a^  iqerqy  which-  treaty 
you  (6  much  the  niore  rigoroMfly  as  it  permits  you  to  hopis 
s^d  to  depend  upon  it*. 

.  The  eiTOr  of  the  majoriiy,  of  finners  is;  that  of  imagiq«^ 
ipg  that  the  gra^e  pf  converGon  is  one  of  thofe  fudden  mir-^ 
acles  by  which  the  whole  face  of  things  is.  changed  indhf 
twinkling  of  an  eye;  which  plants,  teara  up,  deftrojKJ^ 
rears  up  at  the  firft-  ftroke*  and  in  ain.  inAapU  creates  the^ 
qew  man>  as.  the  earthly  man  was  formerly  drawn  f47>m> 
QOthing*    Th^  grofleft  bt-  all  miftaketu  my  de^r  hearer ; 

converGof 
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cooverfion  is  in  generala  flow 'and  tardy  miracle^  the  fruit 

■  ■  ■  • 

of  cares,  of  troubles,  of  fears^  and  of  bitter  anxieties. 

The  days»  faith  Jefus  Chrift/  which  are  to  precede  the 
utter  deftruSion  of  this  vifible  world  and  the  coming  of 
the  Son- of  Man,  fliall  be  days  of  trouble  and, wo;  nations 
fliall  rife  up  againft  nations,  and  kings  againft  kings ;  hor- 
rible figns  (hall  be  feen  in  the  firmament  long  before  the 
King  of  Glory  himfelf  ihall  appear ;  all  nature  fliall  an- 
nounce, by  it«  diforder,  the  approaching  deftru£Uon  and 
the  coming  of  its  God.  Ah !  my  dear  hearer,  behold  the 
image  of  the  change  of  your  heart,  of  the  defiru&ion  of 
that  world  of  paflions  within  you,  of  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  Man  into  your  foul.  Long  before  that  great  event, 
internal  wars  fliall  take  place ;  you  fliall  feel  your  paflions 
excited  one  againft  the  qlher;  blefled  figns  of  falvation 
fliall  appear  upon  your  perfon ;  all  fliall  be  fliaken,  all  fliall 
be  difturbed ;  all  within  you  fliall  annouce  the  deftru£lion 
6t  the  carnal  man,  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  the 
end  of  your  iniquities,  the  renovation  of  your  foul  a  new 
heaven  and  a  hew  earth.  Ah  I  when  thefe  blefled  things 
fliall  come  to  pafs,  then  lift  ;up  your  head  and  fay,  that 
your  redemption  draweth  nigh;  then  be  confident,  and 
adore  the  awful  but  confolatory  preparations  of  a  God  who 
is  on  the  eve  of  entering  into  your  heart.  But,  while 
nothing  is  fliaken  within  you,  and-  no  change  appears  in 
your  foul ;  while  your  heart  faileth  not  for  fear,  and  your 
paflions,  ftill  tranquil,  remain  undiftiirbed  but  by  the  ob- 
ilacles  which  retard  their  gratification ;  ah  I  miftruft  thofe 
who  fliall  tell  you  that  the  Lord  draweth  nigh  ;  that  you 
will  immediately  find  him  in  the  fan£luary,  I  mean  to  fay, 
in  the  participation  of  the  facrament,  in  thofe  retired  pla- 
ces to  which  you  fliall  perhaps  go  to  comfort  him  in  the 
perfon  of  his  affli£led  members ;  who  will  be  continually 
*  faying!^ 


laying,/:**  Lorhere  isiChrift;**  belteve  them  ildt;'ll^ 
arefalfe  prophets,  faith  Jefus  Chrift ;  no  fign  ot.hi^  comb- 
ing hath  taken  place  vrithin  you ;  in  vain.  yQi|,expefi^.and 
prefume  ;  it  is  not  in;  this  niannclr  that  he  will  come ;  trou« 
ble'and  dread  walk  before  him;  and  the  foul < who  ^onti* 
nues  tranquil  and  yet  trufts«  ihall  never  be  viGtcd  by.  hinu 

• 

"  Happy,  therefore,  is  the  man  that  feareth  aliray  :" 
lie,^whbfe  virtues  do  not  entirely  quiet  him  upon  his  eter- 
nal deftiny,  who  trembles  left  the  imperfeflions'.mjpgled* 
with  his;  moft  laudable  works  not. only  defiroy  their  whole 
merit  before  God,  but  eVc^  rank  them  amQng  thofe  which 
God  (ball  puiiifh  on  the  day  of  his  wrath*    But  what  idea, 
Mfill  fome  one  fay  to  me,  do  you  .give  us  of  the  God  we 
worihip  ?  An  idea  worthy  of  him,  my  br^tht^ep ;  and,  in 
roy^iecond  part^  I  ihgl|  prove  to  you,  that  f^lfe  crudt  is  in* 
jurious  to  him,  and  forms  to  itfelf  the  idea  of  a.  God,  ifho 
is  neither  true*  wife,  jufi,  nor  even  merciful. 

•  <•  -•  ....  .... 

-  PaAt  IL  It  is  rather  furprifing,  my  brethren,  that  falfc 
truft.  (hould:  pretend  to  find  even  in  religion  motives  which 
autbori{eit,  and  (hould  miftake  the  moft  criminal  oC  sjl  diA 
pofitions,  for  a  fentimen^of  :falvaition,  and  a  fruit  of  faiith 
and  of  grace. .  In  efie3,  the  finnmr  who, :  without  \^iQiing 
to  quit  his  irregularities,  promifes  himfelf  a  change,  aU 
ledges  in  .jttftification  of  his  prefumption,.  ty2/y,«.Tbe  pow- 
er of  God,  whp  ruleth  over  the  hiearts  of  men,  who.- can 
chaogie'.in  an.infiant  the  will,  io.whom  it  is  equally  eafy  to 
produce  the  child  of  pronlife  .from,  the  ft^rility  of  old  age, 
as  from  the  fecundity  of  youth  ;.fii/y, ,  his  .j^uflice,  for 
having  formed  man  of  clay,  tliat  is  to  by,  weak,  and  with 
almojt  .unconquerable  tendenciirs  to  pleafur^,  he  ought  to 
have  fo;ne  confideration  for  his  weakn^fs,  and  more  readi- 
ly pardon  faults  which  a|re»  jm  it  .were,  unavoidable  to  him ; 


fittner.  ^^kfw^  my  brethreo,  it  is  eufy  t«  take  frbkfa  fadft 
btiA))WtaU  fo  unwortbf  Df  piety^  anchio  Ihowtfaat  tU 
^fjp4riti0ii  l^f  the  {Ireflitaing  finiter  inralta  God:  in  all  of 
the  Aove^mcntion^d  perfefttoos.  Allow  me  to  dspltid 
mtfrt^ioM^  and  coDtiAttci  tm  bpnour  me  with  your  atten« 
tion. 

-  In  the  firft  place,  when  yoii  tonceive  a  powtiful  God 
fDB&tt  6f  hearts,  and  changing  at  his  pleaTure  the  r^bela 
lious  wills  of  men,  it  is  not  trttCi  that  you  at  the  fame 
Cittie  conceive  a  power  regulated  by  wifdom,  that  is  to  fay^ 
which  d6th  nothing  btit  in  conformity  with  that  order  it 
Imti  eftabliflied  ?  Now/the  prefumptubas  finner  attributes 
to  6od  *  Mind  power  which  ads  indifcriitiin^ely.  For» 
though  h^  can  whatever  he  willethi  neverthelers,  as  he  is 
infitiit^ty  Wife,  there  is  an  order  in  his  wills  ;  he  willeth 
not  at  randoift,  and  whatever  he  doth  hath  its  eternal  rea« 
fons  in  the  depths  of  his  divine  wifdom.  Now,  it  is  evi. 
dent  that  this  divine  wifdom  would  not  be  fuffidiemly  juf. 
tificd  before  men,  if  the  grace  of  converfion  were  to  be 
sit  bit  accorded  to  falfe  truft.  For  fay,  in  order  to  merit 
the  greateft  of 'alt  favours,  it  wMld  then  be  fufficicnt  to 
-  bave  a  thoafand  times  rejeSed  it  ?  Th^  righteous  mani 
who  continually  crucifies  his  fiefii,  who  inceflantly  gipani 
in  order  to  obtain  the  precious  gift  of  perfeveraaice,  would 
then  have  no  better  claim  than  the  finner,  who,  without 
having  ever  phced  himfel!  in  a'fituation  to  merit  it,  hath 
idways  promifed  it  to  himfelf  ?  It  would  then  be  perfefily 
indiftrem,  either  to  ferve  the  Lordi  and  to*  walk  upright- 
ly before  him,  or  to  ptirfuc  the  erroneous  ways  of  the 
paffions,  fince^  at  the  end,  the  lot  of  each  woald  be  the 
fame  ?  Mych  more,  it  would  then  be  a  misfortune,  a  fol- 
ly, a  loft  troubkf  to  bave  carried  the  yoke  from  yooth, 
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fihce  nothing  would  be  riflced  by  delaying  it  ?  The  max* 
ims  of  debauchery,  on  the  love  of  pleafures  in  the  early 
ftage  of  life,  and  on  deferring  rejpentance  to  the  years  of 
decrepitude  and  debility,  would  then  be  the  rules  of  wif. 
dom  and  of  religion  ?  The  wonders  of  grac^  would  then 
ferve  but  to  tempt  the  fidelity  of  the  juft,  but  to  authorife 
the  impenitence  of  fmners,  but  to  deftroy  the  fruit  of  the 
faci^rtient,  and  to  augment  the  ills  of  thechurch  ?  Is  this 
the  God  whom  we  worfhip  ?  And  would  he  be  fo  wonder- 
ful in  his  gifts,  according  to  the  expreflion  of  the  prophet^ 
if  he  wirre  to  difpenfe  them  with  fo  little  either  of  order 
xiTof  wrfdom? 

In  eflfeft,  if  the  empire  which  God  hath   over  heart! 
could  ferve  as  a  refource  for  a  prefumptuous  (inner,  upon 
that  footing  the  converflon  of  allmen  would  be  certain  ; 
even  of  thofe  infidels  who  know  not  the  Lord,  of  thofe 
barbarous  nations  who  have  never  heard  his  name.     Doth 
God  not  riile  over  the  hearts  of  all  men  ?  Who  hath  ever 
withftood  his  will  ?  Is  he  not  able  to  make  his  light  (hine 
through  the  profoundeft  darknefs,  to  change  into  lambs 
thefierceft  lions,  and  to  tufrt  his  enemies  into  the  mod  in« 
trepid  confeflbrs  of  his  name  ?  Is  the  heart  of  an  Indian; 
or  of  afavage,  a  more  arduous  conqueft  to  him,  than  that 
of  a  prefumptuous  (inner?  Is  not  every  thing  alike  eaf]^ 
to  him  ?  He  hath  only  to    fay,  and  it  Is  done.     Yef,  ne- 
vcrttielers,    would  you  thereupon   be  willing  that   your 
^  eternal  deftiny  (hould  run  the  fame  hazard  as  that  of  a  fa« 
vage,  who  in  the  heart  of  his  forefts,  almoft  inacceflible  to 
the  preaching   of  the  gofpel,  wor(hips  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  divinities  ?  God  may  fufcitate,  in  his  favour,  evan- 
gelical minifters,  who,  along  with  the  lights  of  faith,  (hall 
bring  grace  and  falvatioti  to  his  foul.     You  fay  that  it  re- 
quires one  of  thofe  miraculous  e(forts   of  the  Almighty 
-Vol.  II  H  power. 
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power*  to  overcofiie  aU  ibe  difficulties  which  ajpparentlf 
render  the  converfion  of  that  unfortuoate  creature  impof* 
lible ;  on  the,  contraryi  that  you»  furrounded  with  the  aids 
of  the  facrament,  with  the  lighta  of  the  doflrine  aad  of 
inftru£lion,  are  furely  in  a  fituation  much  more  likely  to 
fccure  your  falvation  ;  and  confequently,  that  you  have 
ijifinitely  more  ground  to  promife  it  to  yourfelf.    Ah  I 
my  dear  hearer,-  you  decieve  yourfelf,  and  I  aflure  yoU* 
that,  to  me,  the  falvation  of  that  infidel  appeara  lefs  hope* 
lefs  than  yours.     He  has  never  abufed  favours  which  he  has 
never  received  ;  and  hitherto  you  have  unworthily  rejefied 
all  thofe  which  have  been  offered  to  you  :  he  has  never  refifir 
.  ed  that  truth  which  he  has  never  known  ;  and  you  iniquitoufly 
withfland  it :  the  firft  impulfe  of  grace  will  triumph  over  hi» 
heart ;  and  the  ftrongeft  impreffions  are  inefiefiual  againft  the 
inflexibility  of  yours  :  a  fingle  ray  of  light  will  difclofe  to 
him  errors  and  truths  till  then  unknown  ;  and  all  the  lights 
of  faith  are  unable  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  your  paf- 
Sons :  he  holds  out  to  the  mercy  of  God  only  the  roisfor* 
tune  of   his  birth,  only  fins  almoft  involuntar}%    only 
wretchednefs  rather  than  crimes,  all  of  them  proper  mo« 
tives  to  affe£l  him ;  and  you  bold  out  to  him  affefied  afia 
of  ingratitude,  and   vile  perfeverances  in  obftinacy,  all 
fubje&s  calculared  to  remove  him  for  ever  from  you.    Ah  I 
it  is  eafy  for  the  Lord  to  bear  upon  his  wings  acrofs  the 
feas  apoftolical  men  ;  his  angels,  when  he  pleafeth,  know 
to  tranfport  his  prophets  from  the  land  in  which  he  is  wor« 
(hipped,  even  into  Babylon,  in  order  to  vifit  a  juft  man 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  lions;  but  if  any  thing  were  difii. 
cult  to  him,  it  would  be  that  of  conquering  a  rebellious 
hearty  of  recalling  a  foul  born  in  the  kingdom  of  light, 
furrounded  with  all  the  fuccours  of  faith,  penetrated  with 
^1  the  feelings  of  grace,  aided  by  all  the  examples  of  pie* 
ty,  and,    nevertbelefs,  always  firm  in  its  errors.    It  is 

an 
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tkxi  iliufiony  therefore,  in  his  power  tofearch  for  vain  motives 
of  feciirky  ;  God  could  operate  fo  many  oCher  prodigies 
in  favour  of  a  thoufand  finners  whom  he  forfaketh.  aK 
though  they  be  not  fo  unworthy  ,ai  you  df  his  grace,  it  b 
a4angerous  maxim  to  regulate  his  will  upon  his  power. 

-  The  fecond  error  which  authorifes  Eslfe  trull,  has^SiS 
foundation  in  the  unjuft  idea  formed  of  the  divine  juftictf. 
They  perfuade  themfetves  that  man  b^ing  born  with  vio« 
lent  inciinaiions  for  pleafure,  our  errors  are  more  worthjr 
of  die  pity,  than  of  the  anger  of  the  Lord ;  and  that  ouir 
weaknefs  done  folicitt  his  £iVour,  in  pkice  of  arming  htS 
indignation  s^inft  us. 

But,  in  the  firff  place,  it  might  be  faid  to  you,  that  the 
corruption  of  your  nature  comes  not  from  the  Creator ; 
that  it  is  the  work  of  man,  and  the  puniAment  of  his  fin| 
that  the  Lord  bad  created  man  righteous ;  and  confe'quent^ 
ly,  that  this  unfortunate  tendency,  of  which  you-  comjilain 
ia  an  irregularity  which.  God  muft  punifli,  whenever  you* 
Sail  under  it ;  how  then  can  yoa  fuppofe  that  it  (hall  ferve 
you  as  an  excufe  ?  It  is  in  confequence  of  it  that  you  ard 
a  child  of  wrath,  and  an  out-caft  veflef;  how  do  you  preu 
tend  to  draw  reafonrfrom  thence,  in  ordeif  to  «nter  ima 
conteftaiion  even  with  God,  and  to  challenge  his  juAice  ? 
It  \%^  in  a  word,  in  confeqtience  of  it  that  you-  are  unwior^ 
thy  of  all  favours ;  how  dare  you  to  hold  it  out  as  if  reafoo 
for  demanding  them  ? 

stily^  It  might  be  faid  to  yoU»  thfat,  whatever  be  the 
weaknefs  of  our  will,  man  is  always  mafler  of  his  defires ; 
that  he  hath  been  left  under  the  charge  of  his  own  refdhi- 
tion  ;  that  his.paffions  have  no  more  empire  over  him  than 
what  he  himfelf  choofes  to  allow  them ;  and  that  water  aa 

well 
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well  as  fire,  hath  been  placed  in  oiir  way,  in  order  to  al* 
low  a  perfe£l  freedom  of  choice  to  our  own  wHL  Ah  !  I 
could  herein  atteft  your  own  ^onfcience,  and  demand  of 
you,  above  all  of  you  my  dear  hearer,  if,  in  fpite  of  your 
weaknefs,  whenever  you  have  forfaken  the  law  of  God, 
you  have  not  felt  that  it  wholly  depended  upon  yourfelf  to 
)mve  continued  faithful ;  if  piercing  lights  have  not  difco- 
y^red  to  you  ail  the  horror  of  your  tranfgreflion ;  if  fecret 
remorfes  have  not  turned  you  away. from  it ;  if  you  have 
not  then  he/itated  betwixt  pleafure  and  duty :  if,  after.4 
•f  houfand  internal  deliberations,  and  thofe  fecret  viciffitudes 
where  one  while  grace,  and  the  other  while  cupidity  gain- 
ed  the  vi3ory,  you  have  not  at  lail  declared  for  guilt,  at 
if  ftill  trembling,  and  almoft  unable  to  harden  yourfelf 
againft  yourfelf  ?  I  might  go  even  further  and  demand  of 
you,  if,  confidering  the  happy  inclinations  of  modelly 
and  of  refervcr  thie  difpofltions  with  which  God  had  fa- 
voured you  at  your  birth,  the  iniiocency  of  virtue  would 
not  have  been  more  natural,  more  pleafing,  and  more  eafy 
to  you  than  the  licentioufnefs  of  vice;  demand  of  you,  if 
you  have  not  fuffered  more  by  being  unfaithful  to  your 
God,  than  it  would  have  coft  you  to  have  been  righteous  ; 
if  you  have  not  been  obliged  to  encroach  more  upon 
yourfelf,  to  do  more  violence  to  your  heart,  to  bear  with 
more  vexations,  to  force  your  way  through  more  intricate 
fnd  more  arduous  paths  !  Ah  I  What  then  can  the  juilice 
of  God  find  in  your  diflipations  which  doth  not  f urniih  to 
him  frefh  matter  of  feverity  and  anger  againft  you  ? 

Lq/lly,  It  might  be  added,  that  if  you  are  born  weak, 
yet  the  goodnefs  of  God  hath  environed  your  foul  with 
a  thoafand  aids ;  that  it  is  that  welUbcloved  vine  which 
he  hath  foftered  with  the  tendereft*  care,  which  he  haih 
fenced  with  a  deep  moat,    and   fortified    with  an    in^ 

acccSiblc 
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acreffiblc  tower:  I  mean  to  fay,  that  your  foul  hath 
bceji  as  if  delcnded  from  its  birth  by  the  fuccours  o! 
the  faciament,  by  the  lights  of  the  doarine,  by  the  force 
of  examples,  by  continual  infpirations  of  grace,  and,  per- 
haps  by  the  fpecial  aids  likewifc^of  an  holy  and  a  Chrif- 
tian  td'jcation  provided  for  you  by  the  Lord,  and  which 
fo  many  others  have  wanted.  Ingratc!  Wherein  could 
you  be  able  to  juftify  your  weakncfs  before  the  Lord,  and 
to  intereft  his  juftice  itfelf  to  ufe  indulgence  towards  you  ? 
Ah !  What  do  your  tranfgrcflions  prefent  to  him,  but  the 
abufes  of  his  grace  and  means  of  falvation  perverted, 
through  the  licentioufnefs  of  your  will,  into  occafionsoF 
fin?.     ..  .         ' 

.  But,  let  lis  leave  all  thefe  rea^lons,  and  tell  itie :  that 
weakncfs  of  which  you  complain,  and  for  which  you  pre- 
tend that  >God  will  have  confideration,  is  it  riot  your  own 
handwork^  and  the  fruit  of  your  own  fpeciaf  irregularities'  F 
^ecdleO,  here,  tbpfe  happy  days,  when  your  innocence 
had  not  yet  been  wrecked  ;  were  your  paflioh^ then  fo  dif- 
ficult to  be  overcome  ?  Did  modeAy,  temperance,  fidelity, 
pielyt  then  appear  to  you  as  iropra£lica)>le  virtues  ?  Did  yOU 
find  it  impoflible  to  refiQ  occafions  ?  Were  your  tenden- 
cies to  pleafure  fo  violent*  that  you  were  not  thenf  their 
mafter?  Ah!  Whence  comes  it,  then,  that  they  now 
tyratinife  with  fuch  dominion  over  your  heart  7  Is  it 
not,  that'  having,  through  a  fatal  negligence,  allowed  them»' 
to  ufurp  the  command,  they  have,  ever  fince,  been  too 
powerful  to  be  conquered  ?  Have  you  *iot  forged,  with' 
your  own  hands,  thefe  chains  ?  Look  around  you  and  fee, 
if  fo  R\any  juil,  who  bear  (artd  from  their  earlieft  youth)  the 
yoke,  are  even  teihpted  in  fituations  in  which  yoti  are  aU 
ways  certain  to  perifli.  Ah  \  Why  then  fhould  you  com- 
plain of  a  wcaknefs  which  you  have  brought  upon  your- 
'  ^  \  "  fclf  ? 


ft 
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felf  ?  Why  fliould  you  count,  that  what  muft  irritate  the 
Lord  againft  you  fhall  ferve  to  appeafe  him  ?  What  doth 
be  fee,  when  he  fees  the  weakneft  of  your  inclinations  ? 
He  fees  the  fruit  of  your  crimes,  the  confequences  of  a 
licentious  and  fenfual  life :  Is  it  here  that  you  dare  to  ap- 
peal to  Juftice  itfelf ;  to  that  Juftice  before  which  the 
righteo)is  themfelves  entreat  not  to  be  Judged :  My  God  ! 
ppon  what  Ihall  the  finner  not  flatter  himfdf,  lince,  in  the 
molt  terrible  of  th}'  perfe&ions,  he  finds  reafons  of  confi- 
dence. 

The  only  rational  and  legitimate  conclufion  which  it  is 
permitted  to  you  to  draw  from  your  own  weaknefs,  and 
from  thefe  inclinations  for  the  world,  and  for  pleafures, 
which,  in  fpite  of  all  your  refolutions,  hurry  you  away, 
is,  that  you  have  more  occafion  to  watch^  to  lament,  and  * 
u>  pray,  than  others ;  that  with  more  ftudious  |care»  you 
ought  to  Ihun  the  dangers  and  the  attra£ltons  of  the  fenfes. 
and  of  the  flefli.  But,  then  it  is  that  you  believe  yourfelf 
invincible,  when  we  exhort  you  to  fly  all  profkne  conver- 
fations,  fufpicious  intercourfes,^doubtful  pleafures,  lafcivi- 
ous  fpeQacles,  and  affemblies  of  fin :  Ah  you  then  defend 
yourfelf  upon  the  ground,  that  your  innocence  is  in  no 
degree  injured  there :  You  refign  to  weak  fouls  all  the  pre- 
cautions of  flight  and  of  circumfpefiion  :  You  tell  us  that 
every  one  muft  feel  and  know  himfelf,  and  that  thofe  whQ 
1^  weak  enough  to  be  injured  there,  fliould,  in  prudence, 
keep  away  from  them :  But,  how  can  you  expe£l  that  God 
Iball  have  confideration  for  a  weaknefs  for  which  you  have 
fp  little  yourfelf  ?  You  are  weak  when  there  is  queftion  of 
excufing  your  crimes  to  him  ;  you  are  no  longer  fo,  when, 
upon  that  ground,  it  is  necefl*ary  to  adopt  painful  mcafures, 
in  order  to  continue  faithful  to  him. 


But 
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*  But  you  win  fay,  -that,  if  every  thing  he  to  be  dreaded 
from  hi8;jufiice»  at  leaft  his  mercies  are  infinite;  when 
his  goodnefs  fliould  find  nothing  in  us  proper  to  touch 
him,  would  it  not  find  motives  fufficiemly  preffing  in  it- 
felf  ?  This  would  he  the  third  illufion  of  iaife  truft  which 
J  (bould   have  to  overthrow ;   but,   befides  that  I  have 
^Ifewhere  fufficiently  mentioned  it,  it  is  almoft  time  to 
conclude*      I  mean,   therefore,  my  dear  hearer,  to  aflc 
you  only  one  queftion  :  When  yon  fay  that  the  goodnefs 
of  God  is  infinite,  what   do  you  pretend  to  fey?  That 
he  never  punifties  guilt  ?  You  would  not  dare  to  mean  fo. 
That  he  never  abandons  the  finner  ?  The  Sauls,  the  Antio- 
chufes,  the  Pharaohs,  have  taught  you  the  contrary.     That 
the  immodefi,  the  worldly,  the  revengeful,  the  ambitious, 
fhall  be  faved  alike  as  the  joft  ?  You  know  that  tiothing  un'« 
clean  (hall  enter  heaven*     That  he  hath  not  created  man  tb 
render  him  eternally  miferabie  ?  But  wherefore  hath  he 
prepared  a  hell  ?  That  he  hath  already  given  you  a  thoufand 
marks  of  his  goodnefs  ?  But  that  is  what  ought  to  t>^^T*' 
whelm  your  ingratitude  on  the  pall,  and  to  make  you  to 
drea4  every  thing  for  the  future*    That  he  is  not  fo  terri- 
ble as  it  is  faid  ?  But  nothing  is  told  of  his  juftice  but  what 
he  hath  informed  you  himfelf;  That  he  would  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  damning  almoft  all  men  Were  all  that  we  fay  true  ? 
But  the  gofpel  declares  to  you  in  exprefs  terms  that  few 
fliall  be  faved.    That  he  puniiheth  not  but  at  the  worft  ? 
But  every  reje£lcd  grace  may  be  the  term  of  his  mercies* 
That  it  cofls  him  nothing  to  forgive  ?  But  hath  he  not  the 
interefts  of  his  glory  to  attend  to  ?  That  little  is  required 
to  difarm  him  ?  But  a  change  rauft  take  place,  and  the 
changing  of  the  heart  is  the  greatcftof  all  his  works.  That 
that  lively  truft  which  you  have  in  his  goodnefs  can  come 
only  from  him  ?  But  whatever  leads  not  to  him,  by  leading 
to  repentance,  can  never  come  from  him.    What  then  do 
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you  mean  to  hy  ?  That  be  will  not  rcje£l  the  Tacrifice'of  a 
broken  .and  cionttiie  bean?  And  behold,  my  dear  bearer, 
what  1  have  all  along  been' preaching  to  you.  Tarn  to  the 
Lord,  and  then  place  your  truft  in  him ;  whatever  your 
crimes  may.be,  bis  mercy  is  always  open  to  the  repentant 
finner ;  throw  yourfelf  upon  hiigoodnefs  forthc  durabili- 
ty of  your  cooverribn,  for  perfeverancc  in  his  fervice,  for 
vi£lory  over  the  obftacles  which  the  enemy  of  falvation 
will  continually  be  throwing  in  the  way  of  your  holy  de- 
fires  ;  the  grace  which  he  doth,  in  infpiring  the  feelings 
of  a  (incere  penitence,  is  always  a  blelTed  prefage  of  thofe 
which  be  .prepareth:  never  millrull  his  mercy  ;  there  is 
nothing  but  what  may  be  expeded  from  him,  when  it  ii 
the  foiTOW  of  having  offended  him  which  entreats  it ;  ne- 
ver allow  yourfelf  lo  be  caft  down  by  the  remembrance  of 
your  paft  iniquities ;  whatever  can  be  weeped  can  be  par- 
doned ;  lock  up  in  the  bofom  of  his  mercy  the  whole  du- 
raliqn  of  the  days  which  you  have  employed  in  oflknding 
him  t  they  will  be  as  though  tb^  had  never  been :  from' 
the  moment  that  you  fliall  begin  to  ferve  him,  you  will  be- 
gin to  increafe  before  him ;  a  thouland  years  are  only  a 
day  in  his  eyes  from  the  moment  that  your  crimes  are  ter- 
minated by  a  fincere  change :  he  is  the  God  of  Gnnen  the 
Ben^fa£lorof  the  ungrateful,  the  Father  of  prodigal  chil- 
dren, the  Shephprd  of  Grayed  Iheep,  the  Frieiid  of  Sama- 
ritans ;  in  a  word,  all  the  coafolations  of  faith  feem  to  be 
for  the  repentant  (inner. 

But,  if  you  continue  to  promife  yourfelf  that,  at  laff, 
the  time  will  come  when  you  ihall  fenoufly  think  upon 
your  falvation  without  doing  it  dill;  ah!  remember  my 
dear  hearer,  that  it  is  in  that  very  way  that  almoft  all  fin- 
ners  have  periQied,  and  that  it  is  the  htgh.road  to  death  in 
fin  ;  remember  that  the  finner  who  often  vainly  defiret,  is 
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never  converted*    Even  the  more  you  feel  within  you  thefc 
unpfodu£iive  impulfes  of  falvation^  depend  upon  it  thai 
the  more  is  your  meafure  fiiledp  and  that  every  reje6led 
grace  draws  you  a  degree  nearer  to  hardnefs  of  heart :  com* 
fort  yourfelf  not  upon  defires  which  haften  your  ruin,  and 
which,  in  all  times,  have  been  the  lot  of  the  reprobate ;  and 
fay  often  to  the  Lord,  with  the  prophet.  How  iong/O  my 
God  !  ihall  I  amufe  the  fecret  anxieties  of  my  foul  with 
vain  proje£^  of  penitence?  JIow   long  fhall  I  fee  my 
days  flowing  rapidly  on  in  promifing  to  my  heart,  in  or-» 
der  to  quiet  it  ia  its  diforders,  a  forrow  and  a  repentance 
which  are  more  and  more  diftant  from  me  ?  How  long  fhall 
the  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  my  weaknefs.  employ  fo 
grofs  an  error  to  feduce  me  ?   Ah !  diflipate  this  illuHon 
which  leads  me  aftray  ;  regard  thcfe  feeble  defires  ol  falva* 
tion  as  the  cries  of  a  confcience  which  cannot  be  happy 
without  thee ;  accept  thefe  timid  beginnings  of  penitence ; 
favourably  attend  to  them  now,  O  my  God  !  when  to  me 
it  feems  that  thy  grace  renders  them  more  lively  and  more 
fincere ;  and  complete,  by  thy  inward  operation,  what  is 
yet  wanting  to  the  fullnefs  and*to  the  fincerity  of  this  offer ; 
and  perfeft  in  receiving  my  defires,  in  order  that  they  be 
worthy  of  the  reward  which  thou  proraifeft  to  thofe  who 
43unger  and  thirlt  after  righteoufnefs. 

Hear,  faid  the  Lord  in  his  prophet  to  the  unfaithful  foul, 
you  who  live  in  eafe  and' in  pleafures,  and  who  neverthe- 
lefs  hope  in  me ;  flerility  and  widowhood  fhall  at  once 
burft  upon  your  heads ;  fierility,  that  is  to  fay,  that  yoii 
fhall  no  longer  be  fit  to  bear  the  fruits  of  penitence ;  cul- 
tivation and  watering  fhall  be  in  vain ;  the  power  of  my 
word,  the  virtue  of  my  facramcnts,  the  grace  of  my  myf- 
teries,  all  cares  fhall  be  unavailing,  and  *you  fhall  no  lon- 
ger be  but  a  withered  tree  allotted  to  the  fire  :  widowhood. 

Vot.  IL  I  that 
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you  mean  to  Tay  ?  That  he  will  not  rejefl  the  Taerifice  of  a 
broken  and  contrite  heart  ?  And  behold,  my  dear  hearer, 
what  I  have  all  along  been*  preaching  to  you.  Tarn  to  the 
Lord,  and  then  place  your  truft  in  him ;  wjiatever  your 
crimes  may  be,  his  mercy  k  always  open  to  the  repentant 
(inner  ;  throw  yourfclf  upon  hisgoodnefs  for  the  durabili- 
ty of  your  converfion,  for  perfeverance  in  his  fervice,  for 
viflory  over  the  obftacles  which  the  enemy  of  falvation 
will  continually  be  throwing  in  the  way  of  your  holy  de- 
fires  ;  the  grace  which  he  doth,  in  infpiring  the  feelings 
of  a  fincere  penitence,  is  always  a  bleflfed  prefage  of  thofe 
which  he  ,prepareth:  never  mifiruft  his  mercy;  there  iis 
nothing  but  what  may  be  expeQed  from  him,  when  it  is 
the  forrow  of  having  offended  him. which  entreats  it ;  ne- 
ver allow  yourfelf  lo  be  caft  down  by  the  remembrance  of 
ybur  paft  iniquities ;  whatever  can  be  weeped  can  be  par- 
doned :  lock  up  in  the  bofom  of  bis  mercy  the  whole  du- 
ratiqn  of  the  days  which  you  have  employed  in  offending 
him  ;  they  will  be  as  though  th^y  had  never  been  :  from' 
the  moment  that  you  (hall  begin  to  ferve  him,  you  will  be- 
gin to  increafe  before  him ;  a  thouland  years  are  only  a 
day  in  his  eyes  from  the  moment  that  your  crimes  are  ter- 
minated by  a  fincere  change :  he  is  the  God  of  tinners  the 
BenQfa£lor  of  the  ungrateful,  the  Father  of  prodigal  chil- 
dren, the  Shepherd  of  ftrayed  fheep,  the  Frieiid  of  Sama- 
ritans ;  in  a  word,  all  the  confolations  of  faith  feem  to  be 
for  the  repentant  finner. 

But,  if  you  continue  to  promife  yourfelf  that,  at  lall, 
the  time  will  come  when  you  (hall  ferioufly  think  upon 
your  falvation  without  doing  it  flill ;  ah!  remember  my 
dear  hearer,  that  it  is  in  that  very  way  that  almofl  all  Tin- 
ners have  perifhed,  and  that  it  is  the  high-road  to  death  in 
fin ;  remember  that  the  finner  who  often  vainly  defires,  is 

never 
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never  converted.    Even  the  more  you  feel  within  you  thefc 
unpfodu£live  impulfes  of  falvation.  depend  upon  it  that 
the  more  is  your  meafure  fiUedp  and  that  every  reje6led 
grace  draws  you  a  degree  nearer  to  hardnefs  of  heart :  com^ 
fort  yourfelf  not  upon  defires  which  haften  your  ruin,  and 
which,  in  all  times,  have  been  the  lot  of  the  reprobate ;  and 
fay  often  to  the  Lord,  with  the  prophet,  How  long,^0  my 
God  I  ihall  I  amufe  the  fecret  anxieties  of  my  foul  with 
vain  proje£ls  of  penitence?  JIow   long   fhall  I  fee  my 
days  flowing  rapidly  on  in  promifing  to  my  heart,  in  or-* 
der  to  quiet  it  in  its  diforders,  a  forrow  and  a  repentance 
which  are  more  and  more  diftant  from  me  ?  How  long  fhall 
the  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  my  weaknefs,  employ  fo 
grofs  an  error  to  feduce  me  ?   Ah !  diflipate  tl^is  illufion 
which  leads  me  aftray  ;  regard  thefe  feeble  defiresof  falva- 
tiqn  as  the  cries  of  a  confcience  which  cannot  be  happy 
without  thfe ;  accept  thefe  timid  beginnings  of  penitence  3 
favoujrabiJy  attend  to  thepi  now,  O  my  God  ! .  when  to  me 
it  feen^s'  that  thy .  grace  renders  them  more  lively  and  more 
fincere ;  and  complete,  by  thy  inward  operation,  what  is 
yet  wanting  to  the  fullnefs  and^o  the  fincerity  of  tlijs  offer ;  ^ 
and  perfefl  in  receiving  my  defires,  in  order  that  they  be 
worthy  of  the  reward  which  thou  promifeft  to  thofe  who 
4iunger  and  thirfl  after  righteoufnefs* 

Hear,  faid  the  Lord  in  his  prophet  to  the  unfaithful  foul, 
you  who  live  in  eafe  and'in  pleafures,  and  who  neverthe- 
lefs  hope  in  me ;  fleriiity  and  widowhood  fhall  at  once 
burft  upon  your  heads ;  Aerility,  that  is  to  fay,  that  you 
fhall  no  longer  be  fit  to  bear  the  fruits  of  penitence;  cul- 
tivation and  watering  (hall  be  in  vain ;  the  power  of  my 
word^  the  virtue  bf  my  facraments,  the  grace  of  my  myC^ 
teries,  all  cares  (hall  be  unavailing,  and  *you  fliail  no  lon- 
ger be  but. a  withered  tree  allotted  to  the  fire  :  widowbood. 

Vol-  IL  I  that 
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•you  mean  to  fay  ?  That  he  will  not  reje£l  the  Taerifice  of  a 
broken  .and  contrite  heart  ?  And  behold,  my  dear  hearer, 
.what  I  have  all  along  been' preaching  to  you.  Tdm  to  the 
Lord,  and  then  place  your  truft  in  him ;  w,hatever  your 
crimes  may  be»  his  mercy  is  always  open  tp  the  repentant 
fmner ;  throw  yourfclf  upon  his'goodnefs  for  the  durabili- 
ty  of  your  converfibn«  for  perfeverance  in  his  fervice,  for 
viftory  over  the  obftacles  which  the  enemy  of  falvation 
will  continually  be  throwing  in  the  way  of  your  holy  de- 
fires  ; .  the  grace  which  he  doth,  in  infpiring  the  feelings 
of  a  fincere  penitence,  is  always  a  bleflfed  prefage  of  thofe 
which  he  .preparetfa:  never  mifiruft  his  mercy;  there  iis 
nothing  but  what  may  be  expeQed  from  him,  when  it  is 
the  forrow.of  having  offended  him  which  entreats  it;  ne* 
ver  allow  yourfelf  lo  be  caft  down  by  the  remembrance  of 
yJDiur  paft  iniquities  ;  whatever  can  be  weeped  can  be  par- 
doned :  lock  up  in  the  bofom  of  bis  mercy  the  whole  du- 
xatiqn  of  the  days  which  you  have  employed  in  offending 
him  ;  they  will  be  as  though  they  had  never  been :  from 
the  moment  that  youfhall  begin  to  ferve  him,  you  will  be- 
gin to  increafe  before  him ;  a  thouland  years  are  only  a 
day  in  his  eyes  from  the  moment  that  your  crimes  are  ter- 
minated by  a  fincere  change  :  he  is  the  God  of  tinners  the 
BenQfa£lor  of  the  ungrateful,  the  Father  oi  prodigal  chil- 
dren, the  Shepherd  of  ftrayed  fheep,  the  FrienU  of  Sama- 
ritans; in  a  word,  all  the  confolations  of  faith  feem  to  be 
for  the  repentant  (inner. 

But,  if  you  continue  to  promife  yourfelf  that,  at  laft, 
the  time  will  come  when  you  (hall  ferioufly  think  upon 
your  falvation  without  doing  it  flill ;  ah !  remember  my 
dear  hearer,  that  it  is  in  that  very  way  that  almoft  all  Tin- 
ners have  perifhed,  and  that  it  is  the  high-road  to  death  in 
fin  ;  remember  that  the  finner  who  often  vainly  defires,  is 

never 
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never  converted.    Even  the  more  you  feel  within  you  thefc 
unprodu£live  impulfes  of  falvation,  depend  upon  it  thai 
the  more  is  your  meafure  fiUedp  and  that  every  rejected 
grace  draws  you  a  degree  nearer  to  hardnefs  of  heart :  comr 
fort  yourfelf  not  upon  defires  which  haften  your  ruin,,and 
which,  in  all  times,  have  been  the  lot  of  the  reprobate ;  and 
fay  often  to  the  Lord,  with  the  prophet.  How  longy^'O  my 
God  I  ihall  I  amufe  the  fecret  anxieties  of  my  foul  with 
vain  proje£ls  of  penitence?  tiow   long   fhall  I  fee  my 
days  flowing  rapidly  on  in  promifing  to  my  heart,  in  or-» 
der  to  quiet  it  in  its  diforders,  a  forrow  and  a  irepentance 
which  are  .more  and  mpre  diftant  from  me  ?  How  long  fhall 
the  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  my  weaknefs,  employ  fo 
grofs  an  error  to  feduce  me  ?   Ah !  diflipate  tl^is  illufion 
which  leads  me  ailray  ;  regard  thefe  feeble  defires  of  falva- 
tiqn  as  the  cries  of  a  confcience  which  cannot  be  happy 
without  thfe ;  accept  thefe  timid  beginnings  of  penitence  3 
favourabily  attend  to  thepi  now,  O  my  God !  when  to  me 
it  fec;ms' that  thy .  grace  renders  them  more  lively  and  mpre 
fincere ;  and  complete,  by  thy  inward  operation,  what  is 
yet  wanting  to  the  fullnefs  and ^o  the  fincerity  of  tlijs  offer ;  ^ 
and  perfeQ.in  receiving  my  defires,  in  order  that  they  be 
worthy  of  the  reward  which  thou  promifeft  to  thofe  who 
4iunger  and  thirll  after  righteoufnefs. 

Hear,  faid  the  Lord  in  his  prophet  to  the  unfaithful  foul, 
you  who  live  in  eafe  and' in  pleafures,  and  who  neverthe- 
lefs  hope  in  me ;  (lerility  and  widowhood  fhall  at  once 
burfl  upon  your  beads ;  fierility,  that  is  to  fay,  that  you 
fhall  no  longer  be  fit  to  bear  the  fruits  of  penitence;  cul- 
tivation and  watering  ihall  be  in  vain ;  the  power  of  my 
word^  the  virtue  bf  my  facraments,  the  grace  of  my  myf^ 
teries,  all  cares  fhall  be  unavailing,  and  *you  Ihall  no  lon- 
ger be  but  a  withered  tree  allotted  to  the  fire  :  widowboodi 

Vol-.  IL  I  that 


Ant  is  CO  hy,  I  Vni  for  tvti  fdrfaKe  you }  I  Hill  left?« 
jtm  frngle ;  I  trill  ^UV^r  yoti  up  to  youf  iActirtaiioni^  und 
m  tte  fidfe  peaee  <5f  ybur  (mi&c^^  1  vrill  no  lot^ct  be  yout 
Gods  j^ur  prote£br,  your  ^ufe ;  I  will  for  «v«r  forrakt 
yov* 

Bui  may  I  here  finifb  toy  tftnttiftry,  my  Krefbretii  with 
Ifae  words  fdi-merly  made  life  of  by  Jdtis  Chrii{«  in  finiOi^ 
ing  bis  mtflion  to  an  ungrateful  people  ?  Vou  have  refuftd 
to  beiitte  m  tne»  faid  he  to  them  a  few  days  before  bis 
death ;  yoo  have  (bttt  your  ey^  againft  the  light  \  you  have 
kid  ears,  yet  you  heard  ilot :  I  go,  and  you  ihAli  die  in 
your  blindDefs^  If  you  were  ftili  blind,  and  if  y^Mi  had  ne-* 
ter  knowft  the  truth,  your  fin  would  he  more  exeufable  i 
but  at  prefent  you  fee,  I  have  annotinced  t6  yen  the  truths 
Mdnch  my  Father  had  taught  me ;  and  therefore  your  fin  is 
without  excufe:  your  obitinacy  is  coAfummate;  you  have 
leje£led  that  falvation  whieh  Ihall  be  offered  to  you  no  moftf 
SRid  iht  guUc  of  the  truth  defpifed  muft  for  ever  be  upoai 
your  head. 

Great  God  !  ihould  this  then  be  the  price  of  my  toils, 
ittd  the  whole  fruit  of  my  miniftry  ?  Could  the  unworthi-» 
nefs  of  the  inftrument,  which  thou  haft  employed  to  an-* 
nounce  thy  word,  have  defiroyed  its  efficacy,  and  placed 
a  fatal  impediment  io  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  ?  No,  my 
dear  brethren,  the  virtue  of  the  word  of  the  crofs  is  not 
MaehM  to  that  of  the  minifter  who  announces  it.  In  the 
hands  of  the  Lord,  clay  can  give  fight  to  the  blind  ;  and, 
when  he  pleafelh,  the  walls  of  Jericho  fall  at  the  found  of 
the  weakeft  trumpets.  I  truft  then  in  the  Lord  for  you, 
my  brethren  ;  that  having  received  his  word  with  gladnefs, 
is  Itel  fetmeriy  faid  to  the  believen  of  Corinth  i  that 
hMBg  received  it,*  hoc  as  the  woifd  of  a  man,  weak,  * 

*  •       *  A  .  am      * 
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finner,  and  full  of  wants,  all  calculated  to  deftroy  the 
work  of  the  gofpel,  and  unworthy  of  fo  great  a  miniftry, 
but  as  the  word  even  of  God,  it  (hall  fru6lify  in  you ; 
and  that,  on  the  awful  day  of  judgment,  when  account 
ihall  be  demanded  £romio%  oi^my  roioiflry,  andifrom  yoa 
of  the  fruit  which  youf  have  reaped  from  it«  I  (hall  be  your 
defence  and  your  jufiiflcat ion,  and  vou  my  |[lory  and  my 
c^Own.     So  do  I  ardently  wifli  it. 


•        t 
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ON  THE  VICES  AND  VIRTUES  OF  THE  GREAT, 


Matthew  iv.  8. 

And  the  Devil Jhewtih  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  worlds 
and  ffie  glory  of  them ;  and  faith  unto  him^  all  thefe 
things  will  I  give  thce^  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  andwor- 
fhip  me. 

XXUMAN  profperities  have  always  been  one  of  the  moft 
dangerous  wiles  employed  by  the  devil  to  entrap  men. 
He  knows  that  the  love  of  fame  and  of  diftin£lion  is  fo 
natural  to  us,  that,  in  general,  nothing  is  confidered  as  too 
much  for  their  at^inment ;  and  that  the  ufe  of  them  is  fo 
reducing,  and  fo  apt  to  lead  afiray,  that  nothing  is  more 
rare  than  piety  furrounded  with  pomp  and  power. 

Neverthelefs,  it  is  God  alone  who  raifeth  up  the  great 
and  the  powerful  ;  who  placeth  you  above  the  reft,  in  or- 
der to  be  the  fathers  of  the  people,  the  comforters  of  the 
a£9i£led,  the  refuge  of  the  helplefs,  the  fupports  of  the 
church,  the  proteflors  of  virtue,  and  the  models  of  all 
believers. 

Suffer  then,  my  brethren,  that,  entering  into  the  Ufk 

of  our  gofpel^  I  here  lay  before  you  the  dangers,  as  #dl 
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^as  the  advantages  of  your  fiate ;  and  that  I  point  out  to 
you  the  obftacles  and  the  facilities  which  the  rank,  to  whkb, 
through  providence  you  are  born,  prefents  to  your  dif* 
charge  of  the  duties  of  a  Chrifiian  life. 

Great  temptations,  I  confefs,  are  attached  to  your  fla« 
iion ;  but  it  has  likewife  as  great  refources :  people  of 
rank  are  born,  it  would  Teem,  with  more  paflions  than  the 
reft  of  men  ;  yet  have  they  alfo  the  opportunity  of  pra6li- 
fing  more  virtues:  their  vices  are  followed  with  more  con- 
fequences  ;  but  their  piety  becomes  alfo  more  beneficial : 
in  a  word,  they  are  much  more  culpable  than  the  people 
when  they  forget  their  God ;  but  they  have  likewife  more 
merit  in  remaining  faithful  to  him. 

*  My  intention,  therefore,  at  prefent,  is  to  reprefent  t& 
yoQ  the  extenfive  good,  or  the  boundlefs  evils,  which  al- 
ways  accompany  your  virtues  or  vices  ;  to  convince  you 
of  what  influence  the  elevated  rank  to  which  you  are  born, 
is  towards  good,  or  towards  evil ;  and,  laflly,  to  render 
irregularity  odious  to  you,  by  unfolding  the  inexplicabte 
confequences  which  your  paflions  drag  after  them ;  and 
piety  amiable,  through  the  unutterable  benefits  which  al- 
ways follow  your  good  examples.  It  would  matter  little 
to  {>oint  out  the  dangers  of  your  ftation,  were  the  advan« 
tages  of  it  not  likewife  to  be  (hown.  The  Chriflian  pulpit 
declaims  in  general  againft  the  grandeurs  and  the  glory  of 
the  age  ;  but  it  would  be  of  little  avail  to  be  continually 
fpeaking  of  your  complaints,  were  their  remcdies^not  held 
out  to  you  at  the  fame  time.  Thefe  are  the  two  truths 
which  I  mean  to  unite  in  this  difcourfe,  by  laying  before 
you  the  endlefs  confequences  of  the  vices  of  the  great  and 
powerful,  and  what  ineilimable  benefits  flow  from  their 
virtues* 

*  Part 
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Part  I.  "  A  fore  trial  (hall  come  apon  th«  mighty;  fayy 
<'  the  Spirit  of  God ;  for  mercy  will  fooo  pardon  the  mcao- 
**  eft ;  but  mighty  men  (ball  be  mightily  tormented." 

It  is  not,  my  brethren,  becaufe  he  is  mighty  himfelf,  that 
the  Lord,  as  the  Scriptures  fay,  reje£ls  the  great  and  the 
mighty,  or  chat  rank  and  dignity  are  titles  hateful  in  his  eyes, 
to  which  his  fiivours  are  denied,  and  which,  of  themfeives, 
confiitute  our  guilt.  With  the  Lord  there  is  no  ejcception 
of  perfons :  he  is  the  Lord  of  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  as 
well  as  of  the  humble  hyflbp  of  the  valley  :  he  caufes  his 
fun  to  rife  over  the  higheft  mountains,  as  well  as  over  the 
loweft  and  obfcureft  places ;  he  hath  formed  the  fiars  of 
heaven,  as  well  as  the  worms  which  crawl  upon  the  earth : 
the  great  are  even  more  natural  images  of  his  greatnefs  and 
glory,  the  minifters  of  his  authority,  the  means  through 
which  his  liberalities  and  generofity  are  poured  out  upoo 
his  people.  And  I  come  not  here,  my  brethren,  in  the 
ufual  language,  to  pronounce  anathemas  againft  human 
grandeurs,  and  to  make  your  fiation  a  crime,  fince  thai 
very  ftatioa  comes  from  God,  and  that  the  obje£l  in  quef- 
tion  is  not  fo  much  to  exaggerate  the  perils  of  it^  as  to 
point  out  the  infinite  ways  of  falvation  atuched  to  thai 
rank  to  which,  through  the  will  of  providence*  you  have 
been  born* 

Bpt,  I  fay,  that  the  fins  of  the  great  and  powerful  have 
two  chara3ers  of  enormity  which  render  them  infinitely 
more  puniOvible  before  God,  than  the  fins  of  tlie  common- 
ality of  beljevers :  ifiljff  the  fcandal ;  2^/y,  ingratitude. 

The  fcandal.  There  is  no  crime  to  which  the  gofpel 
leaves  lefs  hope  of  forgivenefs  than  that  of  being  a  flum- 
bling-block  to  our  brethren :  **  Wo  unto  the  man,"  faid 

Jcfuf 
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J'tftii  Cbrift,  '<*  wlio  Siall  oflfend  one  of  thtCc  little  ones 
^  which  belicfve  in  ta^ ;  it  wtfre  better  for  him  that  a  milU 
''  ftone  were  hangtd  about  his  neck,  and  that  be  were 
•«  cirowned  in  the  depfh  of  the  Cto,"  tjlly,  Becaufe  you 
de&roy  n  foul  which  ought  eternally  to  have  ei^oyed  God*. 
^jf  Beeaofe  yon  occafion  your  brother  to  periibf  for 
whom  Jefaa  dbrift  ha<i  died,  3^fy,  Becaufe  yom  become 
the  minifter  of  the  devil's  defigns  for  the  deftru£lion  of 
fdiils/  4/^(7,  Beeaufe  yoa  are  that  man  of  fin,  tbatanti. 
thtitl  61  whom  the  apoftle  fpeaks  ;  for  Jefus  Chrift  hath 
faVed  man,  and  yon  deftroy  him ;  Jefus  Chrifl  hath  raifed 
ttp  true  worfhippers  to  his  Father,  and  you  deprive  him  of 
them ;  Jeltrs  Chriil  hath  gained  ns  by  h\i  blood,  and  you 
fnatch  hi^  conqueft  from  him ;  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  phyfi. 
tian  of  fouls,  and  you  are  their  corrupter;  he  b  their 
\i^ay,  and  yon  are  their  fnare ;  he  is  the  Aepherd  who 
Comes  in  fearch  of  his  perifhing  Aeep,  and  you  are  the 
mvenous  wolf  which  (lays  and  deftroys  thofe  his  Father 
had  given  him.  5/A/^,  Becaufe  all  other  fins  die,  as  I 
may  lay,  with  the  finner :  but  the  fruit  of  his  fcandafs  will 
be  immortal ;  they  will  furvive  his  aflies ;  they  will  out* 
1iv6  him,  and  his  crimes  will  not  go  down  with  him  int6 
tha  tomb  of  his  faCheH. 

Achan  was  pufiifli^d  with  fo  much  rigour  for  having 
t&keh  only  a  wedge  of  gold  from  among  the  fpoils  which  ' 
were  confecrate^  to  the  Lord ;  my  God !  what  then  (hall 
be  the  punifhment  of  him  who  deprives  Jefus  Chrift  of  a 
Foul  which  was  his  precious  Tpoil,  redeemed  not  with  gold 
and  filver,  but  with  ail  the  divine  blood  of  the  Lamb 
without  ftain  ?  The  golden  calf  was  reduced  into  powder 
for  having  occafioned  the  prevarication  of  Ifrael;  great 
JpodJ  and.  could  all  the  fplendour  which  furrounds  the 
great  and  the  powerftil  Ifielter  thehi  ffonr  thy  wrath,  when 

their 
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their  exalution  becomes  oiily  a  ftumbling-block  and  la  fouree 
of  idolatry  to  the  people?  The  brazen  ferpent  icfelf,  that 
facred  monument  of  God's  mercies  upon  Judah,  was  bro- 
ken  in  pieces  for  having  been  an  occafion  of  fcandal  to 
the  tribes :  my  God !  and  the  finner  already  fo  odious 
through  his  own  crimes,  fhall  he  be  fpared,  when  he  be- 
comes a  (hare  and  a  ftumbling-block  to  his  brethren  ? 

• 

Now,  my  brethren,  fuch  is  the  firft  chara6ler  which  al* 
ways  accompanies  your  fins,  you  who  are  exalted  through 
rank  or  birth  over  the  commonalty  of  believers  :  thefcan* 
dal.  The  obfcure  and  vulgar  live  only  for  themfelveSp 
Mingled  in  the  crowd,  and  concealed  by  the  abjeflnefs  of 
their  lot  from  the  eyes  of  men,  God  alone  is  the  fecret 
witnefs  of  their  ways,  and  the  invifible  fpeSator  of  their 
backflidings  ;  if  they  fall,  or  if  they  remain  ftedfaft,  it  is 
for  the  Lord  alone,  who  fees  and  who  judges  them ;  the 
world,  which  is  unacquainted  even  with  their  names,  is 
equally  uninftruQed  by  their  examples ;  their  life  is  with« 
out  confequence ;  they  may  depart  from  the  right  path, 
but  they  quit  it  alone ;  and  if  they  accomplifh  not  their 
own  falvation,  their  ruin  is,  at  leafi,  confined  to  them- 
felves,  and  has  no  influence  over  that  of  their  brethren. 

But  perfons  of  an  exalted  ftation  are  like  a  public  pa- 
geant, upon  which  all  eyes  are  fixed  ;  they  are  thofe  houfes 
built  upon  a  fummit,  the  fole  fituation  of  which  renders 
them  vifible  from  afar  ;  thofe  flaming  torches  the  fplcn- 
dour  of  which  at  once  betrays  and  expofes  them  to  view. 
Such  is  the  misfortune  of  greatnefs  and  ot  rank  ;  you  no 
longer  live  for  yourfelves  alone  ;  to  your  deftruflion  or  to 
your  falvation  is  attached  the  deftru£lion  or  the  falvation 
of  almoft  all  thofe  around  you ;  your  manners  form  the 
manners  of  the  people ;  your  examples  are  the  rules  oF 

the 
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the  multitude ;  your  aSions  are  as  well  known  as  your 
titles  ;  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  err  unknown  to  the  pub« 
lie ;  and  the  fcandal  of  your  fauks  is  always  the  melan- 
choly privilege  of  your  rank. 

I  fay  the  fcandal,  i/f(y,  of  imitation.  Men  always  wil- 
lingly  copy  after  evil,  but  more  efpecially  when  held  out 
by  great  examples ;  they  then  ground  a  kind  of  vanity 
upon  th^ir  errors,  becaufe  it  is  through  thefe  that  they  re- 
femble  you ;  the  people  confider  it  as  giving  them  an  air 
of  confequence  to  tread  in  your  fteps  ;  the  city  thinks  it 
an  honour  to  adopt  all  the  vices  of  the  court ;  your  man- 
ners form  a  poifon  which  penetrates  even  to  the  provinces ; 
which  infe6ls  all  ftations,  and  gives  a  total  change  to  the 
public  manners  ;  which  decks  out  licentioufnefs.  with  an 
air  of  nobility  and  fpirit,  and,  in  place  of  the  fimplicity 
of  our  ancient  manners,  fubfHtutes  the  mifcrable  novelty 
of  your  pieafures,  of  your  luxury,  of  your  profufions, 
and  of  your  profane  indecertciei.  Thiis  from  you  it  is 
that  obfcene  fafhions^  vanity  of  drefs,  thofe  artifices  which 
diflionour  a  vifage  where  modefly  alone  ought  to  be  paint- 
ed, the  rage  of  gaming,  freedom  of  mantiers,  licentiouf* 
nefs  of  converfations,  unbridled  paflions,  and  all  the  cor-* 
ruption  of  our  ages,  pafs  to  the  people. 

And  from  whence,  think  you,  my  brethren,  comes  that 
unbridled  licentioufnefs  which  reigns  among  the  people  ? 
Thofe  who  live  far  from  you,  in  the  moll  difiant  provin- 
ces,  ftiil  preferve,  at  leaft,  fome  remains  of  their  ancient 
fimplicity,  and  the  primitive  innocehce  :  they  live  in  a 
happy  ignorance  of  the  greateft  part  ot  thofe  abufes 
which  are  now,  through  your  examples,  become  laws. 
But,  the  nearer  the  countries  approach  to  you,  the  more 
is  the  change  of  manners  vifible,  the  more  is  innocence 
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idki>teraced»  tlie  mofe  tbe  abnrftt  ve  eraimnu  imdl  tbt 
greateft  crime  of  the  people  is  fa  be  eequaiBted  with 
your  manners  and  your  cuflona.  After  the  diieb  of  tlMl 
tribes  had  entered  into  the  tents  of  the  daughiert  ofi  Midt^ 
an»  all  Judah  went  afide  from  the  Lord»  and  few  were  to 
be  found ' whe  bad  kept  free  frem  the  geoend  geik.  Gitcat 
Cod!  bow  terfibie  fludt  one  day  be  the  trial  of  die  grrai 
and  powerful,  fioce,  befidos  their  ewa  eadlefa  paffioiu^ 
they  fM\  be  aaade  acconntabie  to  thee  for  the  pubiie  ine* 
gularitici»  the  depravity  of  the  aaaoiwray  and  die  cofrnptioii 
ef  their  age }  and,,  finee,  even  the'  fens  of  the  people  flbaU 
become  tbeii:  own  fpecial  fuui  f 

tdly^  A  fcandal  of  compliance.  They  endrarottr  to 
pleafe,  by  imitatiog  yom;  your  infericNw,  your  ereaturca^ 
your  dependantSi.  confider  a  refanxbhmce  toyon  as  the  high 
road  to  your  favour  ;  they;  copy  yeus  vices,  hecaufe  yoo 
bold  them  out  to  them  ai  virtues  ;  thay  enter  into  youf 
fancies,  in  order  to  enter  iota  your  confidence ;  they  out. 
rival  each  other  in  copying,  or  in  ferpaffing  you,  becaufe^ 
in  your  eyes^  their  greateft  merit  ia  in  rcfembling  you* 
Alas!  how  many  week  fouls,  bom  with  the  priDciples  of 
virtue,  aod  who,  for  from  yoo,  would  have  nurfed  only 
thofe  difpofitions  favourable  to  falvalioo,  have  had  their  in« 
nocence  wrecked  through  the  unfortunate  neceffity  in  which 
their  fortune  phK:ed  them  of  imitatiog  you  ? 

gi//y»  A  fcandal  of  impunity.  You  could  never  repre- 
hend, in  your'  dependants,  thofe  ahufes  and  thofe  excefies 
which  you  allow  to  yourfelf :  you  are  under  a  neceffity  of 
fufiering  in  them  what  you  have  no  inclination  to  re* 
fufe  to  yourfelf:  your  ^yts  muft  be  fhut  upon  diforders 
which  are  autborifed  by  your  own  maanera ;  and  you  are 
forced  to  pa^dm  tbofe  wb»refemUe  yeu^  leaft  you  coru 

damn 
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ittmn  yMrftlL    A  woman  of  the  #«lnid  Wbdlf  dercMcd 
t»  the  Mt  of  pleiGng^  ipreids  through  «U  her  liouAold  an 
air  of  liceAdoofneft  and  of  worMltaers ;  her  houfe  be- 
comes  n  rock  £resytffacte:e  innocence  never  de^rts  unui«. 
JMred ;  everyone  imitates  ai  home  what  Ihe  difplays  abroad; 
and  (be  mtiA  {laftovtr  thefe  irregularities^  becaure  her  own 
vaaaers  do  not  pefnit  her  to  cenfare  thcin«    What  ex* 
ceflei.  ill  thofe  boufes  ke|K  open  and  appropriated  to  ever« 
Mtog  gaming^  amocig  that  people^  as  I  wmy  kf^  t»f  db- 
meftics,  whom  vanity  hath  multiplied  beyond  ail  number! 
You  know  the  truth  of  this,  my  brethren,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  ChriAiao  pulpit  does  not  defeod  me  froin  repeating 
It  here.    How  dearly  do  thefe  unfortunate  wretches  pay 
for  your  pleafures,  who,  oat  of  your  fight,  and  no  check 
to  reftmin  tbem%  fill  up  the  idle  time  which  yo«ir  pVoafurea 
leave  to  them,  in  evety  excefs  adapted  to  the  meaoaefs  of 
their  education,  and  their  abjeft  aature,  and  which  they 
think  tbemfelves  autfaorifed  in  doiiig  by  your  examples  { 
O  my  Ood  |  if  he,  who  ncgkfis  his  peoplet  be  worfe,  m 
thy  fight,  than  dn  infidel»  what  then  is  the  guik  of  him 
who  icandaltfes  them^  and  is  the  caufe  of  their  finding^ 
death  and  oondemnacion  where  they  ought  to  have  found 
the  fuccocurs  of  (alVatiosi«  and  the  afylum  of  their  iaao^ 
cence j 
• 

^tkiy^  A  fcandal  of  einploy ment  and  of  aeceflity^  Hoir 
many  unfortunate  wretches  perifli»  in  order  to  feed  your 
pleafufca  and  your  iniquitous  paflioos  ?  For  you  alone  the 
dangerous  arts  fubfift :  the  theatres  are  erefied  folcly  for 
your  criflttnai  recreations ;  proEsne  harmonies  every  where 
refound,  and  corrupt  fo  many  hearts.  Only  to  flatter  the 
jKMTuption  of  yours ;  the  works,  fatal  to  innocence,  are 
tnm(mittcd  to  pofterity  folely  through  the  favour  of  your 
namti  aadpcaCoftim*    It  is  you  alooe^  my  brethren,  who 

give 
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give  to  the  world  lafcivious  poets,  pernicious  abthors,  and 
profane  writers  :  it  is  to  pleafe  you  that  thefe  corrupters  of 
the  public  manners  perfe£l  their  talents,  and  feek  their  ex- 
altation and  fortune  in  a  fuccefs,  the  only  end  of  which  is 
the  deflruflion  of  fouls  ;  it  is  you  alone  who  protefl,  re-, 
ward,  and  produce  them  ;  who  take  from  them,  by  ho- 
nouring them  with  your  familiarity,  that  mark  of  difgrace 
and  infamy  with  which  they  had  been  ftigmatifed  by  the 
laws  of  the  church  and  of  the  date,  and  which  degraded 
them  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

Thus-  it  is  through  you  that  the  people  participate  in 
thefe  debaucheries;  that  this  poifon  infers  the  cities 
and  provinces  ;  that  thefe  public  pleafures  become  the 
fource  of  the  public  miferies  and  licentioufnefs ;  that  fo 
many  unfortunate  vi£lims  renounce  their  modefty  to  grati- 
fy your  pleafures,  and,  feeking  to  improve  the  mediocrity 
of  their  fortune  by  the  exercife  of  lalents  which  your  paf- 
£ons  alone  have  rendered  ufeful  and  recommendable,  come 
upon  criminal  theatres  to  exprefs  paffions  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  yours ;  to  perifli  in  order  to  pleafe ;  to  facrifice 
their  innocence,  in  occafioning  the  lofs  of  it  to  thofe  who 
lifien  to  them ;  to  become  public  rocks,  and  the  fcandal 
of  religion ;  to  bring  mifery  and  diflentation  even  into 
your  families,  and  to  punifh  you,  woman  of  the  world, 
for  the  fupportand  the  credit  which  you  give  them  by  your 
prefence  and  your  applaufes,  by  becoming  the  criminal 
cbje£l  of  the  palfion  and  of  the  ill-condu3  of  your  chil- 
dren, and  perhaps  dividing  with  yourfelf  the  heart  of  your 
hufband,  and  completely  ruining  his  affairs  and  fortune. 

^tkly^  A  fcandal  of  duration.  It  is  little,  my  brethren;  that 
the  corruption  of  our  ages  is  almofl  wholly  the  work  of  the 
great  and  powerful;  the  ages  to  come  will  likewife  be  in- 
debted 
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debtedto  you*  perhaps,  for  apart  of  their  licentioiifnefs and 
ezcefTes.  Thofe  profane  poems,  which  have  fcen  the  lightf 
folely  through  your  means,  {hall  ftill  corrupt  hearts  in  the: 
following  ages  :  thofe  dangerous  authors,  whom  you  honour 
with  your  prote£^ion,  ihall  pafs  into  the  hands  of  youKpof-t 
terity  ;  and  your  crimes  (hall  be  multiplied  with  that  dan- 
gerous venom  which  they  contain,  and  which  ihall  be  com«: 
municated  from  age  to  age.  Even  your  pafiions,  immortalifed 
in  hifiory,  after  having  been  a  fcandal  in  their  time,  willi 
alfo  become  one  in  the  following  ages :  the  reading  of 
your  errors  preferved  to  pofterity,  (hall  raife  up  imitators' 
after  your  death  :  infiruQions  in  guilt  will  be  fought  foria 
the  narrative  of  your  adventures ;  and  your  excefTes  ihall 
not  expire  with  you.  The  voliiptuoufnefs  of  Solomon* 
ItiU  furniih  blafphemies  and  derifions  to  the  pious,  and^ 
motives  of  confidence  to  libertinifro;  the  infamous  paifion 
of  Potipfaar's  wife  bath  been  preferved  down  to  us,  an4 
her  rank  bath  immortalifed  her  weaknefs.  Suoh  is  the  def-' 
tiny  of  the  vices  and  of  the  pai&ons  of  the  great  and  power-' 
ful :  they  do  not  live  for  their  own  age  alone,  they  live  for. 
the  ages  to  come,  and  the  duration  of  their  fcandal  hath  no 
other  limits  than  that  of  their  name. 

«    • 

You  know  this  to  be  a  truth,  my  brethren ;  Do  they  not ' 
at  prefent,  continue  to  read,  with  new  danger,  thofe  fcan- 
dalous  memoirs  compofed  in  the  age  of  our  fathers,  which 
have  tranfmitted  down  to  us  the  exceifes  of  the  preceding 
courts,  and  immortalifed  the  palfions  of  the  principal  per- 
fons  who  figured  in  them  ?  The  irregularities  of  an  obfcure 
people,  and  of  the,  reft  of  men  who  then  lived,  remain 
funk  in  oblivion  ;  their  pafTions  terminated  with  them  ; 
their  vices,  obfcure  as  their  names»-  have  efcaped  hiftory  ; 
and,  with  regard  to  us,  they  are  as  though  they  had  never 
been  :  and  the  errors  of  thofe  who  were  didinguiihed  in 

their 
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Aeir  ngf  hy  their  rtek  and  birthi  tre  •>]  tluit  now  reoMkif 
to  ttl  of  tbefe  paft  timcB  ;  k  is  ifaetr  paiEonj  dmt  cinitina- 
dly  inflame  new  ones,  eren  al  this  dajr.  through  che  lioen« 
ttoorncfs  of,  and  the  opea  maoaer  in  which  thtf  arc  aien« 
iioned  by  the  authors  who  hand  them  down  to  us  ;  and  the 
foic  privilege  of  their  condition  is,  that,  whiie  the  vices  oC 
the  lower  ordiers  of  people  (ink  with  tfaemfelves,  thofe  of 
tiie  great  and  the  powerfoi  fpring  np  again,  as  I  -maf  Uy^ 
from  their  alhes^  paTs  from  age  to  age^  are  eagnvcn  on 
the  public  monuments,  and  are  never  blotted  out  from  die 
memory  of  men«  Whai  crimes,  great  God  I  which  ai« 
the  fcandal  of  all  ages,  the  rock  of  all  ftations,  and  which 
^vcn  to  the  end«  fliall  ferv«  as  an  excitement  to  vice,  as  a 
pretext  to  the  &nner»  and  as  a  lafting  model  of  debaocherf 
smd  liceatioufneb ! 

LaJHy,  a  fcandal  of  fcdofiipn.  Yoar  txamplet,  in  ho* 
Bouring^  vice,  render  virtue  contemptible:  the  Chriftias 
life  becomes  fo  ridiculous,  that  thofe  who  profiefs  it  are 
aimoft  afliamed  of  it  before  you ;  the  exterior  of  piety  haa 
an  ungracious  and  aukward  appearance,  which  is  conceal- 
ed in  your  prefence,  as  if  it  were  a  bent  which  diihonoura 
the  mind.  How  many  fouls,  touched  by  God,  only  reCft 
his  grace  and  his  fpirit  through  the  dread  of  forfeiting 
with  you  that  degree  of  confidence  which  a  long  fociety 
in  plcafures  hath  given  to  them !  How  many  fouls,  difgoft* 
ed  with  the  world,  yet  who  have  not  the  courage  to  declare 
themfelves  and  return  to  God,  left  they  expofe  themfeivea 
to  your  fenfclefs  derifions;  ftill  continue  to  cc^y  your 
manners,  upon  which  they  have  been  folly  undeceived  by 
grace,  and,  through  an  nnrigkteous  complaifanoe  and  re- 
fped  for  your  rank,  take  a  thoufand  fteps  from  which 
their  new  faith  and  likewife  their  inclination  are  equally 
diflam! 
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I  fptdf  mot  of  (he  {MrrjiMBccs  wMck  ycm  perpetune  In 
the  wcrid  agamft  Ytrtue ;  of  thofe  bmentable  difccwrfet 
^inft  tk  godly  whidi  yoor  autbodty  confihiis ;  mhiek 
ptCi  from  you  to  the  people,  and  keep  up»  in  all  ftaMBSi 
thofe  ancient  prepofleffioos  agatnft  piety,  and  thofe  comim 
nual  derifions  of  the  rigfabroua,  which  Arpriire  virtue  of  aM 
its  dignity,  and  hardens  finners  in  vice. 

And  freoi  thence,  my  hrethrco,  .hour  mny  lifhieoas 
Mttccd,  f  How  matty  weak  1^  aftray  !  How  numy  warer. 
Mf  fouls  retained  i&  (in  t  How  nany  impiooa  and  Ubefw 
line  fouls  flff^gthened !  M^hat  an  ohftacle  do  you  becone 
to  the  fruit  of  our  mintftry  I  How  nany  hearts,  already 
piiepeced»  oppofe,  to  the  force  of  the  truth  which  vre  an* 
noniice^  only  the  long  eogagcmeiits  which  bind  tktm  tQ 
your  mannera  and  to  youi  plcafures,  and  find  within  ihcsn* 
iirlves  only  yea  who  fenre  as  a  wall  and  a  bucller  agarnft 
grace!  My  God!  what  a  fcourge  for  the  a^,  whatamif. 
fortune  for  the  peopile,  is  a  grandee  according  to  the  world, 
who  Itvet  not  in  the  iear  of  tbre,  who  knows  thee  nott 
and  who  aCb  in  ccntempt  of  thy  lavrs  and  eternal  ordinan* 
ces !  It  it  a  prefent  which  thou  fcndeft  to  men  in  thy  wratis 
and  the  sioft  dreadful  nark  of  thine  indignation  »pon  the 
dties  and  upon  the  kingdoiQS. 

'  Yet»  ny  brethren,  behold  what  you  are  when  you  be^ 
loug  not  to  God.  Sncb  is  the  firft  chara£ler  of  yqur  faults^ 
the  fcandal.  Your  lot  decides  in  genera]  that  of  the  peo- 
ple :  the  exceffes  of  the  lower  ranks  a?e  always  the  conTe- 
^ence  oFyoor  exceffes  ;  and  the  trangreflions  of  Jacob* 
faid  the  prophet,  that  is  to  lay,  of  the  people  and  of  the 
trihea,  came  only  from  Sanzaria,  the  feat  of  the  great  and 
of  the  mighty. 
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.--.%.    c     n;\:iiiV  .;'.r»::!CM   'j    nc  r^uc  .^v  :he  fcondal  in- 
.«»i  nvi\:    -t'l!!     "c"     :'>,      x^Jir.'.vac-    vv.ch  •onns  the  fe- 

,^-.1    '^M    •rtu>.     *^;  •^u:^'"-  't  ^v=a  'V  vriicn  US  bcweU 

■•  mji.  !  -a-.v  ■/•  L'**--«rfii!i:c'*  %.To  anu:uiih  in  cbfcurity 
*.    .    »u..i      '«.   •»:..»  -  vjjtcu  vou,  jiid  hat.T  ci-iii'i  you  lo 

'%.  v  •  '•1  ;«!v:«iu\.'ui  imi  ibuniiacTc:? ;  he  hjch  chofen 
vw»»»  ix  *  i  jc  •om?ic '.o  o«ui  v''U'*:cii  beneUrs  ;  in  you 
.uOii%.  X  Mtii  ailc'ti^ica  :!c:K>,  l]ui!ours«  ::t!e?,  iiitinftion?. 
iiiu  ill    :!c   iuvai»id24«r^  JL  lin:  .*itrtii ;   :c  'v^;ujii  :'<^!n  thxt  his 

lukc  ii*;ii^ii>  -rti.  Mw  >it>iu  ji  .iibmai:on  iiiii  cc  forrow; 
.i!c  ,«ii!  o«.Mi>  L'  K  Mouiu'-M  :vi  "uii  iicfitf  1  '-he  !un  tj 
•I'.v*  iiiv:  ;v'  .ic*>«i  w^iC'V  'cr  vou  :  v^ven  :i!e  rei  cf  men 
■Cvi.»  >v»ni  ji'iv    vi  vuit,  iiiii  :o  contnbaci  cj  your  grandeur 

1.1^4   u.ti'viiC^  .   li  *«oLil<i  jppear  :hat  the  Lord  is  occupied 

o...\  ^*itii  -ou,  ^^ii-lc  he  !iegiec"i«h  lb  many  cbtcure  fouls 
vv  'w.o  .;*!>>  lie  Javs  ot  iorrow  and  war:,  and  tor  whom 
-;  vtcoia  '.cciii  :hat  there  is  no  God  uaoQ  the  canh  :  vet, 

.*.*v.iiK'Ic'S.  \ou  :jrn  3:j[ai:iil  God  ali  :ha:  vcu  ira^e  re- 
«v.\v\i  rioiii  '.i:>  han«is  :  yccr  abundance  r>;r%"5s  rcr  :!:e  :r- 

.ii..«;ciKC  of  vour  oailion-s  :  vcur  exi'cacicR  nis::'.:iaEi^  vc-jr 

■■•••- 

Yes.  :nv  L>i'ctl?:en,  'Ahile  I'lou^'i-d?  o"  u^rjr^ra:?  fe!- 
'ow-^Tcature'i.  ujon  vii!:ci!i  b:$  "ra  rd  v?  :'?  ':ei'.'v  :  wh:*- an 
vhicuie  po^'v'acc.  Vr  hIvi!!  */e  'ras  r:oc."::.T^  iru:  rircifhips 
4:uUo!'.  uuokv  a: TO  bic;i  Jrr:.  ra;  ^  ur  :be:r  han.:>  :o  h:ni 
III  ihc  ii:iir*.*:d\  o:  ;'V'i  'va:^  iv-^ir-i  b":":  2<  ziiir  :i:hfr. 
4uJ  j4v<  hiiu  <^ciy  UMiiL  c:  aa  ,;-•ad5^ii:d  r:e:;. ,  a-.i  j:  a 
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fihccra  rdigion :  you«  whom  he  I6acb  with  Bis  'benefits ; 
•you,  for  whom  the  entire  world  Teems  to  be  made,  yoii 
-icknowledge  him  not ;  yDO  deign  not  to  lifl  up  yout  eyes 
%t  hifti ;  you  never  beftow-  even  a  momcm's  reflexion 
whether  there  be  or  be  not  a  Ood  above  you  who  interfere! 
in  the  things  of  the  tfarth;  in  place  of  thankfgivings  you 
return  him  infuitSt  and  i^eligion  is  only  for  the  people*     '  r 

:  Alas !  you  think  it  fo  mean  and  fo  ungederous  whetl 
thofe,  whofe  advancement  was  your  'work,  negloEl  yon; 
deny  their  obligations,  and  tftti  employ  rhat'icredit/  whidl 
they  owe  folely  to  you,  in  thwarting  and  in  raining  y6d: 
But,  my  brethren,  Vhey  only  a£l  by  you' as  you  do  towards 
your-Qod.  Is  not  your  exaltation  his  work  ?  Is  it  not  \A% 
hand  alone  which  hath  feparated  your  anceftors  from  the 
crowd,  and  bath  placed. them  at  the  head  of  the  people  7  Is 
it  not  through  his  prbvidernce  alone  that  you  are  born  df 
an  illuftrious  blood,  and  that  you  enjoy  fr6m  your  birth, 
what  a  whole  life  of  care  aird  of  toil  could  never  have  ofieri> 
ed  you  reafon  to  expe6l  ?  What  had  y6u  in  bis  eyes  more 
iban  fo  many  unfortunate  fellow-creatarea  whom  he  leaveth 
in  want?  Ah(  if  he  had  paid  regard  only  to  the  natural 
qualities  of 'the  foul,  to  probity,  honefty,  modefty,  inno<- 
cence";  how  many  obfcure  fools,  born  with  all  thefe  Vfri> 
sues,  might  have  been  preferred,  and  would  now  have  been 
occupying  your  place  ?  If  he  had  confulted  only  \ht  ufe 
which  you  were  otie  day  to  make  of  his  benefits  9  how 
many  unfortunate  fouls,  had  they  been  placed  in  your  fitua- 
cion,  would  have- been  an  example  to  the  pepple,  the  pro- 
tenors  of'  virtue,  and  in  their  abundance  would  have  gloria 
fied  God,  they  who  even  in  their  indigence  invoke  and 
blefs  him ;  while  you,  on  the  contrary,  are  the  caufe  of 
bis  name  being  -  blafphemed,  and  your  example  becomes  a 
feduSion  for  bis  people? 

Vol,  IL  L  IJc 
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He  choofeth  you»  however,  and  reje6leth  them;  be 
liumbleth  them  and  exalteth  you  ;  for  them  he  is  an  hard 
and  fevere  matter,  and  for  you  a  liberal  and  bountiful  fa- 
ther. What  more  could  he  have  done  to  engage  you  to 
ferve  and  to  be  faithful  to  him  ?  What  more  powerful  at- 
trafiion,  or  more  likely  to  fecure  the  homages  of  your  hearts 
than  benefits  ?  "  Thine,  O  Lord/'  faid  David  at  the  height 
of  all  his  profperity,  V  i^  ^^^  greatnefs,  and  the  power, 
V  and  the  glory :  both  riches  and  honour  come  from  thee  ; 
'*  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  firength 
'*  unto  all.  It  is  juft  then,  O  my  God,  to  glorify  thee  in 
**  thy  gifts ;  to  meafure  what  I  owe  thee  upon  what  thou 
*'  haft  done  for  me,  and  to  render  mine  exaltation,  my 
**  greatnefs,  and  all  that  I  am  fubfervient  to  thy  glory/* 

t 

Yet,  neVerthelefs,  my  brethren,  the  more  he  hath  done 

for  you,  the  more  do  you  raife  yourfelf  up  againft  him.  It 
ifl  the  rich  and  the  powerful  who  live  without  other  God  in 
this  world,  than  their  iniquitous  pleafsres.  It  is  you  alone 
who  difpute  the  flighteft  homages  to  him ;  who  believe 
yourfelves  to  be  difpenfed  from  whatever  is  irkfome  or  fe- 
vere in  his  law;  !who  fancy  yourfelves  bom  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  enjoying  yourfelves,  of  applying  his  benefits 
to  the  gratification  of  your  paffions,  and  who  remit  to  the 
common  people  the  carf;  of  ferving  him,  of  returning  him 
thanks,  and  of  religioufly  obferving  the  ordinances  of  bis 
holy  law. 

Thus,  frequently,  the  people  worfliip,  and  you  infult 
him ;  the  people  appeafe»  and  you  provoke  himf  the  peo« 
pie  invoke  and  you  negleQ  him  ;  the  pepple  zealoufly  ferve 
him,  and  you  look  down  upon  his  fervants ;  the  people  are 
continually  raifing  up  their  hands  to  him,  and  you  doubt 
whether  lie  even  exift ;  you  who  alone  feel  the  effe£ls  of  his 

liberality. 
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liberality,  and  of  his  power  ;  his  chaftifemenls  form  wor- 
Ihippers  to  him,  and  his  benefits  are  followed  only  with 
derifions  and  infults* 

.  I  fay  hrs  benefits :  For  with  regard  to  you,  he  hatb  not 
confined  them  to  the  mere  external  advantages  of  fortune^ 
He  hath  likewife  produced  yon  with  more  favourable  dif- 
pofiuons  to  virtue  than  the  fimple  people ;  a  heart  more 
noble,  and  more  exalted ;  happier  inclinations  ;  fenti- 
stents  more  weitby  of  the  grandeur  of  fiiith  ;  more  under- 
ilanding,.  elevation  of  mind>  knowledge,  inflrufiion,  and 
xdifii  for  good.  You  have  received  from  nature,  milder  paf* 
fiotts,  more  cultivated  manners,,  and  all  the  other  incidental 
advtintages  of  high  birth  ;  that  politeneCs  which  foftens  the 
lemp^ ;  that  dignity  which  reilrains  the  fallies  of  the  dif^ 
poGtion ;  that  humanity  which  renders  you  more  open  to 
the  irapreflions  of  grace.  How  many  benefits  do  youthen 
abufe,  when^  yeU  live  not  acconding  to  God !  What  a 
moofter  is  a  man  of  high  rank,  loaded  with  honours  and 
profperity,  who  never  lifts  up  his  eyes- to  heaven  to  wor- 
fliip  the  hand  which  befiows  them  I. 

And  whence,  think  youv  come  the  public  calamities,  the 
fieouTges  with  which  the  cities  and  provinces  are  aiBi£led  ? 
It  is  folely  in  puniOunent  of  your  iniquitous,  abufe  of 
abundance,  that  God  fometimes  ftriketh  the  land  with,  bar- 
renaefs.  His  jfuilice,  irritated  that  you  turned  his  own 
Jbenefits  againft  himfelf,  withdraws  them  from  your  paf- 
iions;  cnrfes  the  land;  permits  wars  and  diflentions; 
crumblea  your  fortunes  into  duft ;  extinguifbes  your  fami* 
lies;  withers  the  root  of  your  pofterity ;  makes  your  titles 
and  po(&ffions  to  pafs  into  the  hand»  of  firangers ;  ind 
holds  you  out  as  ftriking  examples  of  the  inconftancy  of 
human  affairs,  and  the  anticipated  monuments-  of  his  wrath 

againft 
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againft'  hearfs  eqailly  ungFa'tcful  and  iDfenfibie  tg  the  pa. 
terad  .cares  of  his  providence. 

Such»  my  brethren,  are  the  two  charaSers  infeparable 
from  your  fins;  the  fcandal  and  the  ingratitude:  behold 
n^hat  you  are  when  you  depart  from  God ;  and  this  is  what 
you  have  never  perhaps  paid  attention  to.  Fromtbe  mo^ 
inentthat  you  are^i)ty,  you  cannot  be  indiflercntly  fo. 
l^he  paflions  are  the  fame  in  the  people  and  among  the  pow«. 
erfui  ;  but  very  diflerent  is  the  guilt ;  and  a  fingle  one  of 
your  crimes  often  leads  to  more  miferies,  and  hath  before 
Godf  more  extended  and  more  terrible  confequences,  than 
i  whole  life  of  iniquity  in  an  obfcure  and  vulgar  foul.  But 
your  virtues  bavealfo  the  fame  advantage  and  the  (ame  lot  9 
and  this  is  what  remains  for  me  to  prove  in  the  laft  part  of 
this  difcourfe. 

*  FARt  n.  If  fcandal  and  in|;rtftitu(ib  be  the  infeparable 
confequences  of  the  vices  jrtid  paffidns  of  perfons  of  high 
rank,  their  virtues  have  alfo  two  particular  charafiers, 
which  render  them  far  more  acceptable  to  God  than  tbofe 
of  common  believers ;  firflly,  the  example ;  fecondly,  the 
authority.  And  this,  my  brethren,  is  a  truth  highly  con- 
foling  to  you,  who  are  placed  by  providence  in  an  exalted 
ilation,  and  well  calculated  to  animate  you  to  ferve  God, 
and  to  render  virtue  lovely  to  you.  For  it  is  an  illufion 
to  confider  the  rank  to  which  you  are  born  as  an  obfiacle 
10  falvation,  and  to  the  duties  impofed  on  us  by  religion. 
The  rocks  are  more  dangerous  there,  I  confefs,  than  in  an 
obfcure  lot,  the  temptations  llronger  and  more  frequent ; 
and,  while  pointing  out  the  advantages  with  regard  to  faU 
Vation,  of  high  rank,  I  pretend  not  to  conceal  thofe  dan» 
gers  which  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  hath  pointed  out  to  us  in 
the  gofpely  as  being  attached  to  it. 

I  mean 
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I  mean  only  to  cibblilb  thii  cnatb,  ifaat  you  may  damoTM 
for  God  than  the  common  people;  t&at  infinitely  morieadU 
vantages' accrue'  to  religion  from  the  piety  of  a  fingle  per* 
Ion  of  diftinSioa,  t)ian  from  that,  of  almoft.  a  whole.  pco« 
pie  of  believers  :  and  that  yoii  are  lb  macl|  the  more  cul- 
pable when  yon  neg]e£l  God^  in  jiroportion  to  the  glory 
that  he  would  draw  from  your  fidelity,,  and  that  yoiir  vir* 
tues  have  more  extended  confequences  for  the  edification 
of  beiieveri.' 
I  .  '     r    ■  ■    ; 

-  The  firft  it  the  example.  A  .foul  from  among  the  peo* 
pie  who  fears  God,  glorifies  him  only  in  bia  own  heart  x 
be  is  a  child  of  light,  who  -walks,  as  I  may  fay,  amid 
larknefs:  he^  pays!  his  own  homage,  but  he  attrafls  no 
others  to  himl:  *.ihijt  tip  in  the  obfcurity  of  his  fortune,  he 
lives  under  the  eyes  of  God  alone :  be  wifbes  that  his  name 
be  glorified,  and,  by  tbefe  defires,  be  repders  to -him  thai 
glory  which  he  cannot  do  by  his  oxairiplei :  hns.  virtues 
tend  to  bis  own  iaivation ;  -but  they- are  as^  loft •'^{or! the  faU 
Nation  of  bis  brethren :  he  is  here  below  as  a  treafure  faid« 
den  in  the  earth,  wbi^  4he  vineyard  of  Jefos  Chrifl  bear-^ 
eth  unwittingly,  and  of  which  he  maketh  no  ufe.  • 

'  B«t  for^you,  my  brethren,  who  live  expoTed  to  the  view 
bf^tbe  pttbiicr  and  ^wbofe  e^*es«  are  alwayv  upon  you, 
your  virtuous  exiitnples'-  become  -equally  (hiiitng  as  your 
toimck*!^  ybtt  fpread  the  good  favour  of  Jefus  Chrift 
Hvherea^r  that  of  your  rank  and  titles  is  fpread :  you  make 
the  name  of  the  Lord  to  be'glorified  wherever  ypur  own  is 
Jinown  ;  th^  fame  elevation  which  makes  you  to  be  known 
upon  the  earth,  likewife  informs  all  men  wliat  you  do  for 
heaven :  the  wonders  idf- grace  are  every  where  feen  in  yonir 
natui^l  advanuges :  tlfe  people,  the  cities,  the  provinces, 
Wht>  are  continually  hearing   your  names  repeated,  feel, 

^  awakened 
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Ye»,  friybmbfetii  I  rop«fii&  chsit,  iii  ferving  Gbd|  yoii 
give  a  new  force  to  our  minifiry  i  more  wenght  to  the  trutbi 
announced  by  us  to  the  people  ;  more  confidence  to  our 
«eal  J  more  dignity 'to'  tKe'  word  of  'Jefus  Chrift  ;  niorc 
eredii  t6  :Our  'ctfnfnres  ; :  more-  eonfoUtibns  to  our  toils '; 
Slid,  in  viewing  -yoti,  the- world  is  convinced  of  truths 
whkh  it  had  difputed  with  us.  Wbatt  benefits  then  accrue 
from  3*our examples!  You  accredit  piety,  and  honour reli« 
gion  in  the  m]nd<rf  the  people  ;  you  arttmate  the  righteous 
of  every  ftation  ;  you  confolc  the  fervants  of  God  ;  yoU' 
fpread  throughout  a  whdie  kingdom  a  favour  of  life  that 
overthrows  vice  and  countenances  virtue ;  you  fuppott  the 
rules  of  the  gofpelagainft  the  maxihM  of  the  world  i  you 
are  cited  in  the  cities  and  itl  the  mofi  diftant  provinces  to 
encourage  the  weak,  and  to  aggrandife  the  kingdom  of 
Jefus  ChriA ;  fathers  teach  your  names  to  their  children 
to  animate  them  to  virtue  ;  and,  Ivithout  knowing  it,  you 
become  the  model  of  the  people,  the  convcrfation  of  th^ 
lower  orders,  the  edification  of  families,  the  example  of 
every  ftation  and  of  every  clafs.  Scarcely  had  the  heads  of 
the  tribes  in  the  del^rt,  and  the  moft  dijdingurlhed  women, 
brought  to  Mofes  their  moft  precious  ornaments  for  the 
conftru£Uon  of  the  tabernacle,  when  all  the  people,  incite 
ed  by  their  example,  prefented  themfelves  in  crowds  to 
bfler  their  gifts  and  their  prefents ;  and  Mofes  was  evea 
under  the  neceffity  of  placing  bounds  to  their  pious  alac-^ 
fity,  and  of  moderating  the  excefs  of  their  liberalities. 

Ah !  my  brethren,  what  good,  once  more,  may  your 
examples  do  among  the  people !  Public  diflipations  difcre- 
dited  from  the  moment  that  you  ceafe  to  countenance 
them ;  indecent  fafhions  profbribed  whenever  you  neg1e£l 
them ;  dangerous  cuftoms  antiquated  as  foon  as  you  forfake 
tbem ;  the  fource  of  almoft  all  diforders  dried  up  from  the 
*  m,  moment 
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nwmenf  that  yotr  Iypc  afecbrding  to  God.  And  how  tnttif 
fouls  thereby  TaiVed  I  What  ^iis  prevented  I  Wbit  criitiel 
checked !  What  misfortunes  hindered  !  What  gain  for  ttf- 
ligion  is  a  (ingle  perfon  of  rank,  who  lives  according  to 
MA  y  What  a  prerent  doth'  God  make  to  the  earth,  io  a 
kingdom,  to  a  people^  When  he  beftoweth  grandees  wh^ 
Kve  in  his  fear !  And,  flioaid  the  ihtereft  even  of  your 
4wn  foul  be  infitfiicient  to  render  virtue  amiable  to  yoir, 
ftould  not  the  intereft  of  fo  hnny  fouis,  to  whom  by  liv^ 
ing  «:cording  to  God,  you  are  an  occafidh  of  falvatiofi^ 
induce  you  to  prefer  the  fear  and  the  iove  of  his  law  to  aM 
the  vain  pleafures  of  the  earth  ?  Is  the  heart  capable  of 
nfldDg  a  more '  exquifite  pleafure  than  that  of  being  a 
Ibui^ce  of  falvatim  and'  of  benedi£lion  to  our  brethren  7    • 

And  what  is  yet  more  fortunate  here  for  yt»u  is,  thai 

you  do  not  live  for  your  own  age  alone :    I  have  already 

obferved  that  your  examples  will  pafs  to  the  following  ages  | 

the  virtues  of  the  iimple  beheven  perifli^  as  I  may  (ay,  with 

theiii ;  but  your  virtiies  will  be  r^oordted  in  hiftory  with 

your  names.    You  will  become  a  pious  model  for  our 

pofterity,  equally  as  you  have  been  fo  for  the  people  of 

your  owii  times;  connffted,  througli  your  rank  and  your 

employments,  with  the  principal  events  of  our  age,  you 

will  be  tranfroitted  with  theih  to  the  ages  to  come.     Suc« 

ceeding  courts  will  ftilt  find  the  hiftory  of  yoitr  pietf 

and  of  your  manners,  blended  with  th^  public  hiftory 

of  out  days ;  you  will  do  credit  to  piety  even  in  the  agea 

to  follow ;  the  memory  of  your  virtues,  preferved  in  our 

annals,  will  ftill  ferve  as  an  infirudion  to  thofe  of  vour 

defcendants  who  fliall  read  them;  and  it  (hall  one  day  be 

laid  of  you,  as  of  thofe  men  full  of  glory  and  of  righte- 

oufnefs,  mentioned  by  fcripture,  that  yout  piety  hath  liol 

fioilhcd  with  you;  that  your  bodies,  indeed,  are  buried  in 

Vol.  II.  NJ  peace. 
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peace,  biit  that  your  name  livetb  for  evermore ;'  that  your 
feed  flandethforevery  and  that  your.'nimefhall  not  be  blot« 
led  out»  i  '  '     ■  > 

Nor  ii  this  all :  the  example  renders  your  virtues  a  piib^ 
lie  good,  which  is  their  firft  charaSer;  but  authority^ 
'which  is  their  fecond,  finifhes  and  flifiains  the  endlefs  good 
which  ypur  examples  have  begun.  And,  in  fpeaking  of 
the  authority,  why  can  I  not  here  unfold  all  the  immenfity 
of  the  fruitful  confequences  of  the  piety  of  the  great^ 
which  this  idea  excites  in  my  mind  ? 

-    iftiy^  The  prote£lion  of  virtue.    Timid  virtue  is  often 
opprefled,  becaufe  it  wants  either  boldnefs  to  (hew  itfelf^ 
or  prote£lion  to  defend  it :  obfcure  virtue  is  often  defpifed^ 
becaufe  nothing  exalts  it  to  the 'eyes  of  the  fenfes,-  and  the 
world  is  delighted  to  turn  into  a  crime  againft  piety  the  ob«' 
fciirity  of  thofe  who  praQife  it.  But,  fo  foon  as  you  adopt 
its  caufe,  ah!  virtue  no  longer  wants  prote£lion  ;  you  be- 
come the  interpreters  of  the  godly  with  the  prince,  and  the 
channels  by  which  they  find  continual  accefsto  the  throne; 
you  bring  righteous  chara£lers  into  office,  who  become 
public  examples ;  you  bring  to  lig^  fervants  of  God,  men 
of  learning  and  of  virtue,  who  would  have  remained  in 
the  duft,  and  who,  through  favour  ot  your  fupport,  ap« 
pear  to  the  public,  employ  their  talents,  contribute  to  the 
edification  of  believers,  to  the  inftruQion  of  the  people, 
to  the  confummation  of  the  holy ;  teach  the  rules  of  vir- 
tue to  thofe  who  know  them  not,  will  teach  them  to  our 
defcendants,  and  will  hand  down  to  all  ages  to  come,  with 
the  pious  monuments  of  their  own  zeal,  the  immortal 
fruits  of  that  prote6lion  with  which  you  have  honoured 
virtue,  and  of  your  love  for  the  righteous. 

What 
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-  ^  What  {hall  ffay  ?  You  ftrengthen  the  zeal  of  the  godly 
in  holy  undertakings;  and  your  protefUon  animates  and 
,  ienables  them  to  conquer  all  the  obftacles .which  the  demon 
conftantly  throws  in  the  way  of  works  which  are  to  glori- 
fy .God»  and  to  contribute  to  the  falvation  of  fouls.  What 
noble  foundations  and  pious  defigns,  now  carried  into  exe* 
cution,  would  have  faifed.  if  the  authority  ot  a  righteous 
man  in  office  had  not  removed  the  impediments  which  ren- 
dered tUeir  accomplifliment  apparently  impoi&ible. 

m 

.  What  more  (hall  I  fay  f  By  your  examples  you  render 
virtue  refpe3able  to  thofe  who  love  it  not,  and  they  are  no 
longer  aftamed  of  becoming  a  chrillian  from  the  moment 
they  therein. refemble  you.  You  dived  impiety  of  that 
air  of  confidence  and  of  oftentation  with  which  it  dares  to 
fhew  itfelf,  and  free-thinking  ceafes  to  be  faihionable  as 
foon  as  you  declare  againft  it.  ,  You  maintain  the  religion 
of  our  fathers  among  the  people;  you  prefer ve  faith  to 
the  following  ages ;  and  often  it  requires  only  a  (ingle  per- 
fon  of  rank  in  a  kingdom,  firm  in  faith^  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  error  and  innovation,  and  to  preferve  to  a  whole 
people,  the  faith  of  theit  anceftors.  The  fingle  Efther 
&ved  the  people. and  the  law  of  God  in  a/ great  empire; 
Mathias  individually.ftoM  out  againft  foreign  altars,  and 
prevented  fuperftitions  from  prevailing  in  the  midft  of  Ju- 
dah.  Oh !  my  brethrei%.  bow  grand  when  you  belong  to 
Jefus  Chrift  I  And  with  what  fuperior  luftre  and  dignity 
do  your  rank. and  your  birth  appear  in.  the  vaft  fruits  oi 
your  piety;  than  in  the  luxury  of  your  padions,  and  in  all 
the  vain  pomp  of  human  magnificence  I 

2^,  The  rewards  of  virtue*  You  render  it  honourable 
by  giving  it  that  preference,  which  is  its  due,  in  choice  o{ 
places   dependent  upon  you,  and  in  entrufting  with  em^ 

ployments 
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ploymients  oaly  thofe*  whofe  pxtty  e'litide^  tbeta  fo  Ibf  pub. 
lie  confidence;  by  placing  cjepeod^ace  ilpoa'  die  ftdelity 
of  your  interiors  only  in  proportion  a&  ihey  are  laithiul 
to  God,  and,  in  mei^,  looking  prinAipaily  tor  reflitude  oi 
Iieart  and  innocence  of  niahnera,  nuStfaout  'Whtch  ^\  other 
talents  no  longer  ibrm.bMt  an  equivocal  meritt  either  inju- 
rious to  theixirehfes«  or  ufelefi:  tp  the  public. 

And  from  thence,  what  new  weal  to.  the  pnbKc !  What 
happinefs  for  a  kingdom  in  which  the  godly  occupy  the 
£rft  places ;  where  employment^-  ard  the  rewards  of  virtue ; 
nrhere  the  public  affairs  are  entrufted  only  to  thofe  who 
have  more  the  public  interefi  in  view  than  their  own,  and 
who  confider  as  nothing  the  gain  of  the  whole  vorld»  if 
they  thereby  lofe  their  foul  1 

What  advantage  for  the  people  when  they  find  their  fe* 
thers  in  their  jud^s;  the  proteAor^  of  their  helpleflbefi 
in  the  arbiters  of  their  lot ;  the  confolcrs  of  their  fufler^ 
inga  in  the  interpreters  qi  thqir  interefts!  What  abufes 
prevented  I  What  tears  wiped  away !  What  crimes  avoid«r 
ed !  What  harmony  in  families  h 'What  con fdlation  for  the 
unfortunate  1  What  a  compliment  even  to  virtue,  whein  the 
people  are  rejoiced  to  fee  it  in  once,  and  when  the  worId» 
all  worldly  as  it  is,,  is  however  well  pleaied  to  have  th^ 
godly  for  its  defenders  and  judgcf  i  What  an  attraflion  to 
virtue,  when  it  is  feen  to  have  the  promife,  not  only  of 
4he  life  that  now  is,  but  of  that  alfo  which  is  to  come. 

And  fay  not;  my  brethren,  that,  in  rewarding  virtue, 
finners  are  not  corrected,  but  only  hypocrites  multiplied. 
I  know  how  far  men  may  be  carried  bV  a  thirft  of  advance- 
ment,  and  what  abufes  they  are  capable  of  making  of  reli* 
gion  in  order  to  accomplilb  their  ends ;  but,  at  leaft,  you 

force 
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fbfBCc  vice  (phide  lUblf ;'  yo)^  diveft  Si  of  tfant  tiotarieiy 
^n4Tqcufity  wbicb  i|V'^ad:  ^d  cdOmunicate  jt ;  you  prc^ 
fc^te  ^e  cj^termls  oSi^gion  ^mong  the jMople ;  }Kmi  muk 

4ioufnefs  be  poi  i^  ro^y  di|nixii(hcA  a|  !!»&  ihf  Ccaiufalt 
^e  mprQ  rare  I 

X^/^;^^  The  holy  li^rilUie$  of  vicluC4  But,  I  fbct  dot 
xny  fal^e£l  leads,  me  aw^y^  «od  it  is  Itme  ta  concludiK^ 
.Yes,  ipy  br^reo.  vbai  aa  iidiUibnal  {bnd  oF  comfort  fior 
the  people  in  the  Chriftian  and.cbafitabk.  ufe  q£  your  ricbr 
es !  You  (belter  innocence ;  you  open  afylums  orpenitance 
lorguilt ;:  you  r^n^^r  .Vi<t«et  I«vdy  to- the  unfortunate  by 
1^  K^cfource^  which  they  find  in  yours ;  .you  fccure  to  bufi* 
)^ai>4(8  the  fidelky  of  their  wives ;  '.to  fa^trs:  tbe4alvatioa 
pt:  tlii^^ir  cbUdrea;  to  paftors^the  f«fei>9oF:theif  flock ;  peac0 
to  f^miij^ft,  com(oi{i  to  tftq  affliEleA  ihnpcfiifie  lo  ihe  de** 
ferted  widow;,  ao  aid  (c^  tb«  orphao*.  good  erder  ^  th« 
ytpbUci  ^d  to  aif  thr  fupport  qF  ibw.  WtWt  oc  tbet  case 
of'  their  yicee*  ' 

•  And  here,  toy  brethren,  could-you  but  conoprthenddie 
V(iAA  expended  fniits:  q{  your  viitufl^  and  the  inexplicablit 
advadUgei;  accruing  froBi:  it  to.  the  church.  What  £can« 
dais  avcftdodi-  What  Crimea  prevented  What  public 
feoUrges:  tbecked  i  'fioyf  naoy  vroak.  preFetved  h  Hfltt 
many  righteous  FuAised  I  How:  many  fijmera  recalled  i 
How  ma^iy  Foufs  withdrawn  Fhoaa  th^precipioe*!  Ho^ 
mucb  y^iv  contribute  to  the  aggrandiaftment  oF  tbe  kiog^ 
dom. oC Jefus Chrift,  tothehonourof religion,  totfaecoBs* 
CunlnMtion  of  the  hply,  ai^d  to  .  the  fiivation.  oF  all  hcUe^ 
v.ersl  Hqw,  m^y  oi  tbei  cbofffo  of.  eviery  toogu^ra^nd  of 
every  tribe  (hall  one  day  in  heaven  place  at  your  (c<t.  tbeif 

crown 
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'Cl^own  off  Imtninrtatitjr/ at  if  publicly  ta  acknowledge  tfa^ 
ihcy  aref  indebted  for  it  to  you  !  What  coiifolation  to  be 
dble  to  fay  to^yourfelf,  that,  in  ferving  God,  you  wilt  at« 
tri6l  other  fervants  to  hinit  and  thai  your  piety  becomes  a 
blefling  upon-the  people !  No».  my  brethren,  if  there  be 
any  thing  flattering  in  rank,  it  is  not  thofe  vain  diftin&ions 
attached  to  it  by  cuftom  ;  it  is  the  power  of  becoming,  by 
ferVihg  God,'  the  fource  of  pilblic  bleiEngs,^the  fupport 
of  religion^  the  confolatiohof  the  church,  and  the  chief  in- 
jlruments  employed  by  God  for  the  accomplifhrnent  of  hh 
merciful  defigns  upon  men.' 

■     '       f  '  ■       -        ■  .  .    * 

« 

Ah  I  What  then  do  you  not  Ibfe  when  you; do  not  live 
4i'ccording  to  God  I  What  do  we  ourfelves  not  lofe  when 
you  are  4iirantiDg  to  us ! '  Ot  how  niany  advantages  do  you 
deprive  believers !  Of  what  eonfolations  do  you  not  de* 
prive  yoUrfelves !  What  joy  in  heaven  for  the  converfion 
of  -  a  fingle  ^eat  iinner  in  the  age  I  How  highly  criminal 
when  you  live  hot  according  to  Qod !  You  can  neither  be 
faved  nor  condemned  alone.  You  refemble  either  that  dra-^ 
gon  of  the  revelation,  who,  being  cafl  out  from  heaven 
into  the  earth,  drags  after  him  in  his  fall  fo  many  ot  the 
ftars ;  or  that  myfleriouif  ferpent  fpoken  ot  by  Jefus 
Chrift;  who,  being  exalted  upon  the  earth,  happily  at-* 
tra£ls  all  after  him.  You  are  eftabliOied  for  the  ruin  op  for 
the  ialvation  ot  many;  public  fcoui]|^s or  comlorts.  May 
ybu,  my  brethren,  know  your  true  Interefls ;  may  you 
feel  what  you  are  in  the  defigns  of  God,  how  much  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  do  for  his  glory,  how  much  he 
expefieth  of  you,  how  much  the  church,  and  even  we 
ourfelves,  cxpe£l  of  you !  Ah !  you  have  fo  high  an  idea 
of  your  rank  and  ot  your  ilations  with  relation  to  the 
world  f  . 

But, 
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Bat,  my  brethren,  permit  me  to  fay  to  you  :  you 
are  yet  unacquainted  with  all  their  greatnefs ;  you  fee  but 
the  humbleft  part  of  what  you  are  ;  you  are  ftill  greater 
with  relation  to  piety,  and  the  privileges  of  your  virtue 
are  much  more  illufirious  and  more  marked  than  thofe  of 
your  titles.  May  you,  my  brethren,  ^Et  up  to  your  lot  I 
And  thou,  O  my  God!,  touch,  during  thefe  days  of  fafva- 
tion,  through  the  force  of  that  truth  with  which  thou  filleft 
our  mouths,  the  great  and  the  powerful ;  draw  to  thyfelf 
thofe  hearts  upon  whofe  conqueft  depends  that  of  the  reft 
of  believers  ;  have  cornpaflion  upon  thy  people  by  fanflf- 
^ing-  tbofe  whom  thy  providence  bath  placed  at  thejr 
head;  fave  Ifrael,  in  faving  thofe  wjio  rule' it ;  give  to  thy 
church  great. examples,  .who  perpetuate  virtue  frpm  age  to 
age,  and  who  aflift,  even  to  the  end,  in  form^ing  that  in^- 
mortal  aflembly  of  righteous  which  (hall  blefs  thy  aamf 
for  ever  and  ever. 
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SERMON  IV. 

On  THE  mjaSTICE  Of  THE  WORLD  TOWARtis 

THE  GODLY. 


Mlaa      ■  i^— —•— ^M^a^— ^i"**^*^^*- 


John  ix.  94. 
'  Give  Coi  the  prdift  ^  we  know  thai  this  man  is  ajiniit^ 

W  MAt  can  the  pureft  aind  mod  iitcproachable  nrtue  tX* 
ptEt  from  the  injuftice  of  the  world,  feeing  it  hath  for- 
merly found  fubjeSs  for  fcahdal  and  cenfure  in  the  faodi* 
ty  even  of  Jefus  Chrifi  ?  If,  before  thdir  eyes,  he  w6rk 
wonderful  miracles  ;  if,  on  this  occafion,  he  reflore  fight 
to  the  blind,  the  Jews  accufe  him  of  being  a  labbath- 
breaker ;  of  working  miracles  through  Belzebub  rather 
than  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  of  only  wifhingt 
through  thefe  impoftures,  to  overturn  and  to  deftroy  the 
law  of  Mofes ;  that  is  to  faj,  that  they  attack  his  inten- 
tions,  in  order  to  render  fufpicious,  and  to  criminate  his 
works. 


If  he  honour  with  his  prefence  the  table  of  the  Pharifees, 
that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  recalling  and  iil- 
firuSing  them,  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  finner,  and  as  a  lover 
of  good  cheer :  that  is  to  fay,  that  they  make  a  crime  to 
him  of  his  works  when  they  find  it  convenient,  not  tO' 
fearch  into  the  integrity  of  his  intentions. 

Lqfify. 
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LaJUy^  If  he  appear  in  the  temptot  armed  with  zeal  and 
ieverity,  to  avenge  the  profanattoni  which  difgrace  that 
Iioly  place,  the  zeai  with  which  he  is  inflamed  for  the  giorjr 
of  his  father  is  no  longer  in  their  mouth,  bur  an  unjuft 
ufurpation  of  an  authority  which  belongs  not  to  him  :  that 
is  to  fay,  that  they  exercifc  themfelves  in  vague  and  un- 
founded reproaches,  wiien  they  have  nothing  to  &y  againfl; 
intentions,  or  his  works. 


I  fay,  and  I  fay  it  with  forrow,  that  the  piety  of  the  god« 
)y  doth  not  at  prefent,  experience  more  indulgence  amongft 
us,  than  the  fan£lity  of  Jefus  Chrtft  formerly  met  with  in 
Judea.  The  pious  are  become  obje£ls  of  cenfure  and  deri-^ 
fion  to  the  public  ;  and,  in  an  age  where  diflipatlon  is  be- 
tome  fo  general,  where  fcandalous  excefles  of  every  kind 
furnifh  fuch  ample  matter  to  the  malignity  of  converfations^ 
and  cenfures,  favour  is  liberally  ibewn  to  all,  excepting  to 
virttie  and  innocence. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  if  the  conduSr  of  the  godly  be  appa- 
ilently  irreproachable,  and  furnifh  no  materials  for  cenfure, 
you  fix  yourfelves  on  their  intenliotis*  which  appear  not ; 
you  accufe  them  of  labouring  towards  tfieir  own  purpofes, 
and  of  having  their  own  particular  views  and  defigns. 

If  their  virtue* feettf.  to  draw  nearer  to  aa  equality  witif> 
oar  own,  and  fometiiifes  abate  from  its«  feverity  to  attach  us 
to  God,  by  an  ofietifible  confbrmity  t^  your  manners  and 
cufioms  ;  without  fearthing  into,  of  giving  yoUrfeiveer  an/ 
concern  about  their  intentions,  vou  conilitute,  as  a  crime 
in  them,  the  moft  innocent  confpMf<inces>  ahd'concel&OAs 
the  moft  worthy  of  indulgeneef. 

Vol.  II.  N  Ufify^ 
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Laftty^  If  their  virtue,  inrpiredby  adivine  fire,  no  lon- 
ger keep  nieafures  with  the  world,  and  leave  nothing  to  be 
alledgedagainft  either  their  intentiotiB  or  their  works ;  then 
you  exercife  yourfelves  in  vague  difcourfes,  and  unfounded 
reproaches  againft  even  their  zeal  and  piety. 

^  Now  fuSer  me,  my  brethren,  for  once,  to  ftand  up 
againft  an  abufe  fo  difgracefuj  to  religion,  fo  injurious  to 
that  Being  who  forms  the  holy,  fo  fcandalous  among  Chrif- 
tians,  fo  likely  to  draw  down  upon  us  thofe  lafting  curfes, 
which  formerly  turned  the  inheritance  of  the  Lord  into  a 
defetted  and  forfaken  land,  and  fo  worthy  of  the  zeal  of 
our  minifiry. 

You  attack  the  intentions,  when  you  have  nothing  to 
fay  againft  the  works  of  the  godly :  and  that  is  a  temerity* 
You  exaggerate  their  weaknefles,  and  you  make  a  crime  to 
them  of  the   flighteft  imperfe£lions  :  and  that  is  an  inhu- 
manity.    You  turn  even  their  zeal  and  fervour  into  ridi- 
cule :  and  that  is  an  impiety.     And  behold,  my  brethren, 
the  three  defcriptions  of  the  world's  injuflice  towards  the 
pious.     An  injuftice  of  temerity,   which  always  fufpeSs 
their  intentions  :  An  injuftice  of  inhumanity,  which  gives 
no  palliation  to  the  flighteft  imperfefiions  :  An  injuftice  of 
impiety,  which,  of  their  zeal  and  fan£lity,  makes   a  fub« 
jeft  of  contempt  and  derifion.     May  thefe  truths,  O  my 
God  I  render  to  virtue  that  honour  and  glory  which  are 
due  to  it,  and  force  the  world  itfelf  torefpeEl  pious  charac- 
ters, whom  it  is  unworthy  to  pofFefs  I 

Part  I.  Nothing  is  more  fublime,  or  more  worthy  of 
veneration  on  the  earth,  thap  true  virtue  :  the  world  itfelf 
is  forced  to  acknowledge  this  truth.  The  elevation  of  fen- 
timent,  the  nobility  of  motive,  the  empire  over  the  paf- 

lionSj 
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lions,  the  patience  under  adveriity,  the  gentlenefs  under  in- 
juries, the  contempt  of  one's  felf  under  praife,  the  courage 
under  difficulties,  the  aufterity  in  pleafures,  the  fidelity  itt 
duties,  the  equality  of  temper  in  all  events  with  which  phi- 
loCophy  hath  decked  out  its  imaginary  fage,  find  their  re* 
ality  only  in  the  difciple  of  the  gofpel.  The  more  our 
manners  are  even  corrupted,  the  more  our  times  are  dif- 
folute,  the  more  doth  ajuft  foul,  who,  in  themidft  of  the 
general  corruption,  knows  how  to  preferve  his  righteouf- 
nefs  and  his  innocence,  merit  the  public  admiration  ;  and, 
if  the  pagans  themfelves  fo  highly  refpefled  Chriftians,  10 
a  time  when  all  Chriftians  were  holy,  with  greater  reafon 
are  thofe  Chriftians,  who  a£l  up  to  the  name  of  ^Chriftian, 
worthy  of  our  veneration  and  refpe&,  at  this  period,  when 
fan£lity  is  become  fo  rare  among  believers. 

How  melancholy  then  for  our  miniftry,  that  the  corrup- 
tion  of  manners  fliould  oblige  us  to  do  here,  what  the 
firft  defenders  of  faith  formerly  did  with  fo  much  dignity 
before  the  pagan  tribunals :  that  is  to  fay,  to  make  the 
apology  before  the  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  that  it 
Ihould  be  neceflary  to  teach  Chriftians,  to  honour  thofe  who 
profefs  themfelves  fuch  :  yet  true  it  is ;  for  derifion  and 
cenfure  againft  piety  feem  at  prefent  to  be  the  moft  domi* 
nant  language  of  the  world.  I  confefs  that  the  world  ideaU 
ly  refpeds  virtue ;  but  it  always  defpifes  thofe  who  makes 
profeflion  of  it :  it  acknowledges  that  nothing  is  more  ef- 
timable  than  a  folid  and  fincere  piety ;  but  it  complains 
that  fuch  is  no  where  to  be  found ;  and  by  always  fepara- 
ting  virtue  from  thofe  who  praflife  it,  it  only  makes  a  fhew 
of  refpe&ing  the  phantom  of  fan3ity  and  righteoufnefs, 
that  it  may  be  the  better  entitled  to  contemn  and  to  cen^ 
fure  the  juft. 


Now 


tEmMpar  xvw 

Now  die  firft  objeS*  on  which  the  orditttif  difeoarfes 
•f  the  world  fall  againft  virtue,  it  the  probity  of  the  inten* 
tioDS  of  the  juft.    As  what  it  apparent  in  their  aOions 
gtvfss  little  hold  in  general  to  malignity  and  cenfure,  th^ 
confine  themfelvet  to  the  intentions :  they  pretend,  and 
mbove  all  at  prefent,  when  under  a  prince  equally  great  as 
religious,  virtue  formerly  a  ftranger,  and  dreaded  at  courts 
is  now  become  the  fureft  path  to  favour  and  reward  ;  they 
pretend  that  it  is  there  to  which  all,  who  make  a  public  pro* 
trflaon  of  it,  point  their  aim  :  that  their  only  wifli  is  to  ac« 
complifli  their  ends ;  and  that  thofe,  who  appear  the  moft 
fanSified  and  difinterefted,  are  fuperior  to  the  reft  only  in 
art  and  cunning  ;  if  they  excufe  them  from  the  meannefs  of 
iiich  a  motive,  they  give  them  others  equally  unworthy  of 
the  elevation  of  virtue  and  of  Chriftian  fincerity.    Thus 
when  a  foul,  touched  for  its  errors,  becomes  contrite ;  it  is 
not  God,  but  the  world  whom  it  feeks  through  a  more  cun« 
ning  and  concealed  path  ;  it  is  not  grace  which  hath  cban* 
ged  the  heart,  it  is  age  which  begins  to  efface  its  attractions', 
and  to  withdraw  it  from  pleafures,  only  becaufe  pleafures 
begin  to  fly  from  it.     If  ztdl  attaches  itfelf  to  works  of 
piety  ;  it  is  not  that  they  are  charitable,  it  is  becaufe  they 
wiOi  to  become  confequential :  If  they  fliut  themfelves  up 
in  folitude  and  in  prayer,  it  is  not  their  piety  which  dreads 
the  dangers  of  the  world,  it  is  their  Angularity  and  often, 
tation  which  wi(h  to  attraCl  its  fuffrages  :  Laftly^  the  merit 
of  the  moft  holy  and  the  moft  virtuous  anions  is  always 
difparaged  in  the  mouth  of  the  worldly,  by  the  fufpicions 
with  which  they  endeavour  to  blacken  the  intentions. 

Now,  in  this  temerity  I  find  three  hateful  charaflers, 
which  expofe  the  abfurdity  and  the  injuftice  of  it :  It  is  a 
temerity  of  indifcretion,  feeing  you  judge,  you  decide  up- 

on 
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on  what  you  know  not :  it  is  a  temerity  of  corraption« 
feeing  we  generally  Tuppofe  in  others  only  what  we  feel  in 
ourfelves  :  Laftly^  it  is  a  temerity  of  contradiction,  feeing 
you  find  unjuft  and  fooliih,  when  dire£led  againft  your«*  ^ 
felf,  the  very  fame  fufpicions  which  to  yoU  appear  fo  welU 
founded  againft  your  brother.  Lofcnot,  I  entreat  of  yoa» 
^e  confequence  of  thefe  truths. 

I  fay,  \fily*  ^  temerity  of  indifcretion.     For,  my  brb* 
thren,  to  God  iilone  is  referved  the  judgment  of  inten- 
tions  and  thoughts:  He  alone  who  fees  the  fecrecy  of 
hearts  can  judge  them ;  nor  will  they  be  manifefted  till 
that  terrible  dav,  when  his  light  (hall  (hine  through  and  dif* 
pel  every  darknefs.     An  impenetrable  veil  is  fpread  here 
below,  over  the  depth  of  the  human  heart ;  we  muft  then 
wait  till  the  veil  be  rent,  before  the  (hameful  paflion  whicb 
it    conceals,  as  the  apoille  fays,  can  become  manifeft,  and 
before  the  myfiery  of  iniquity,  which  worketh  in  fecret» 
can  be  revealed  :  till  then,  whatever  pafles  iri  the  heart  of 
men,  buried  from  our  knowledge,  is  interdi£led  to  the  te« 
merity  of  our  j  udgments  :  even  when  what  is  vifible  in  the 
condu£l   of  our  brethren  appears  unfavourable  to  them; 
charity  obliges  us  to  fuppofe  that  what  we  fee  not  maketf 
amends  for,  and  re6lifies  it ;  and  it  requires  us  to  excufe 
the  faults  of  the  a£lions  which  offend  us  by  the  innocency 
of  the  intentions  which  are  concealed  from  our  knowledge. 
Now,  if  religion  ought  to  render  us  indulgent,  and  even 
favourable  to  their  vices,  will  it  fuflfer  us  to  be  cruel  atid 
inexorable  to  their  virtues  ? 

Indeed,  my  brethren,  what  renders  your  temerity  hcr^ 
more  unjuft,  more  black,  and  more  cruel,  is  the  nature 

of  your  fufpicions.     For,  were  your  fufpicions  of  the  pi. 

ous  to  be  dire£led  only  towards  fome  of  thofe  weakneffca 

infeparable 
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infipparable  from  human  nature  ;  for  inftance,  too  much 
lenfibility  of  injury,  too  much  attention  to  their  inter^ 
efts»  too  much  inflexibility  in  their  opinions  ;  we  would  be 
entitled  to  reply  to  you,  as  we  ifaall  afterwards  tell  you, 
that  you  exa&  from  the  virtuous  an  exemption  from  er- 
ror, and  a  degree  of  perfeflion  which  exift  not  in  life. 
But  you  reft  not  there ;  you  attack  their  probity  and  in- 
tegrity of  heart ;  you  fufpeft  them  of  attrocity,  diflimu* 
lation,  and  hypocrify;  oi  making  the  moft  holy  things 
flibfervient  to  their  own  views  and  paflions  ;  of  being  pub* 
lie  impoftors ;  of  fporting  with  God  and  man  ;  and  all 
thefe  through  theoftenfible  appearances  of  virtue.  What, 
my  brethren  !  You  would  not  dare,  after  the  moft  notori- 
ous  guilt,  to  pronounce  fuch  a  jfentence  on  a  convi£led 
criminal ;  you  would  rather  confider  his  fault  as  one  of 
thofe  misfortunes  which  may  happen  to  all  men,  and  of 
which  an  evil  moment  may  render  us  capable ;  and  you  de* 
cidedly  give  judgment  againft  the  virtuous  ;  and  you  fuf- 
pe£l.in  a  pious  chara£ler,  from  an  holy  and  praife- worthy 
life,  what  you  would  not  dare  to  fufpefl  from  the  moft 
fcandalous  and  criminal  condu6l  of  a  finner  ?  And  you 
confider  as  a  witticifm,  when  dire£led  againft  the  fervants 
of  God,  what  would  appear  to  you  as  a  barbarity  when 
againft  a  man  ftained  with  a  thoufand  crimes  ?  Is  virtue 
then  the  only  crime  unworthy  of  indulgence ;  or  is  it  fuffi- 
cient,  to  ferve  Jefus  Chrift,  to  become  unworthy  of  all  ref- 
pe£l  ?  Do  the  holy  pra£lices  of  piety,  which  furely  ought 
rather  to  attra£l  rerpe£l  and  efiimation  to  your  brother,  be- 
come the  only  titles  which  confound  him  in  your  mind 
with  the  infamous  and  the  wicked  ? 

I  allow  that  the  hypocrite  deferves  the  execration  of  both 
God  and  man ;  that  the  abufe  which  he  makes  of  religion 
b  the  greateft  of  crimes  ;  that  deriftons  and  fatires  arc  too 

mild 
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mild  to  decry  a  vice  which  defeyves  deteiUtion  and  horror 
from  the  human  race  ;  and  that  a  profane  theatre  errs  in 
throwing  only  ridicule  upon  a  charafler  fo  abominable,  fo 
ihameful,  and  fo  affli£ling  to  the  church  ;  for.it  ought  to 
excite  the  tears  and  the  indignation  rather  than  the  laughter 
of  believers. 

But  I  fay,  that  this  eternal  inveteracy  againft  virtue ;. 
that  the  rafli  fufpicions  which  always  confound  the  pious 
man  with  the  hypocrite ;  that  that  malignity  which,  in 
making  the  moil  pompous  eulogiums  on  righteoufnefs,  finds 
no  charaQer  amongft  the  upright  who  is  entitled  to  them  ; 
I  fay,  that  fuch  language,  of  which  fo  little  fcruple  is  made 
by  the  world,  faps  religion,  and  tends  towards  rendering 
all  virtue  fufpicious  :  I  fay,  that  you  thereby  furniDi  arms 
to  the  impious  in  an  age  when  too  many  other  fcandals 
countenance  and  authorife  impiety.  You  aflift  in  making 
them  believe  that  none,  truly  pious,  exill  on  the  earth  ; 
that  even  the  faints,  who  have  formerly  edified  the  church, 
and  whofe  memory  we  fo  warmly  cheriih,  have  held  out  to 
men  only  a  falfe  fpefiacle  of  virtue,  of  which,  in  reality, 
they  had  only  the  phantom  and  the  appearances  ;  and  that 
the  gofpel  hath  never  formed  but  pharifees  and  hypocrites. 
Do  you,  my  brethren,  comprehend  all  the  guilt  of  thefe 
foolifh  derifions  ?  You  think  that  you  are  only  deriding 
falfe  virtue,  and  you  are  blafpheming  religion.  I  repeat 
it ;  in  miilrufting  die  fincerity  of  the  juft  whom  you  fee, 
the  free-thinker  concludes  that  all  who  have  preceded  them, 
and  whom  we  fee  not,  were  equally  infincere  ;  that  the  mar- 
tyrs themfelves,  who  met  death  with  fuch  fortitude,  and 
who  rendered  to  truth  the  mod  Ihining  and  leaft  fufpicious 
teftimony  which  can  be  given  by  man,  were,  only  mad- 
men, who  fought  an  hum^  glory  by  a  vain  ofleutation 
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of  courage  and  beroifm;  and,  laflty»  that  tbe  tenerable 
tradition  of  fo  many  faints  who,  from  age  to  age,  have 
,  honoured  and  edified  the  church,  is  merely  a  tradition  of 
knavery  and  deceit.  And  would  to  God  that  this  were  on* 
ly  a  tranfjport  of  Zealand  exaggeration  f  Thefe  blafphemies^ 
which  flrike  us  with  fuch  horror,  and  which  ought  to  hav« 
been  buried  with  paganifm,  we  have  flill  the  forrow  to 
bear  repeated  among  us.  And  you,  Aould  fliudder  at  them, 
unknowingly  put  them,  however,  into  the  mouth  of  the 
free-thinker ;  it  is  your  continual  farcafms  and  cenfures  up- 
on piety  which  have  rendered,  in  our  days,  impiety  fo  gene- 
sal  and  fo  uncurbed. 

.  1  do  not  add  that,  by  thefe  means,  every  thing  in  focie- 
ty  becomes  dubious  and  uncertain.  There  is  noionger^ 
then,  either  good  faith,  integrity,  or  fidelity  among  men* 
For,  if  we  muft  no  longer  depend  on  the  fincerity  and 
virtue  of  the  juft  ;  if  their  piety  be  only  a  mafk  to  their 
paflfions,  we  afluredly  will  not  place  any  confidence  in  the 
probity  of  finners  and  worldly  charaQers :  all  men  are  con-- 
fequently  only  cheats  and  villains,  of  whom  too  mucli: 
care  cannot  be  taken,  and  with  whom  we  ought  to  live  at 
with  enemies ;  and  thefe  fo  much  the  more  to  be  dreaded, 
as,  under  a  treacherous  outfide  of  friendfliip  and  humanity, 
they  conceal  the  defign  of  either  deceiving  or  ruining  us. 
None  but  a  heart  profoundly  wicked  and  corrupted  caii 
fuppofe  fuch  iniquity  and  corruption  in  that  of  others. 

And  behold  the  fecond  character  of  that  temerity  of 
which  we  fpeak.     Yes,  my  brethren,  that  fund  of  malig- 
nity, which  fees  guilt  through  the  appearances  even  of 
virtue,  and  attributes  criminal  intentions  to  works  of  holi« 
nefsy'can  proceed  only  from  a  black  and  corrupted  heart. 

As 
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•As  the  paffions  bave'poifoned  your  heart/  you  whom  this  ' 
.difcourfe  regards;  as,  you  are  *  capable  yourfelf  of  every 
duplicity  and  meanuers ;  as  you  have  nothing  in  your  own 
breaft,  right,  noble,  or  fincere  ;  you  eaGly  fufpe£l  your 
brethren  to  be  what  you  are ;  you  cannot  perfuade  your- 
Telf  that  there  ilill  exift  fimple,  fincere,  and  generous  hearts 
on  the  earth ;  you  think  that  you  every  where  fee  what  you 
feel  in  yourfelf;  you  cannot  comprehend  how  honour, 
fidelity,  fincerity,  and  fo  many  other  virtues,  always  falfe  ' 
in  your  own  heart,  Ihould  have  more  reality  in  the  hearts 
.of  perfons  even  the  moft  refpedable  for  their  rank  and  cha« 
raQer ;  you  refemble  the  courtiers  of  the  king  of  the  Am- 
monites ;  having  no  other  occupation  than  that  of  being 
inceflantly  on  the  watch  to  fupplant  and  lay  fnares  for 
each  other,  they  had  little  difficulty  in  believing  that  David 
was  not  more  upright  in  his  intentions  with  regard  to  their 
mailer.     You  think,  faid  they  to  that  prince,  that  David 
means  to  honour  the  memory  of  your  father,  by  tending 
comforters  to  you  to  condole  with  you  on  his  death  ?  ,They 
are  not  comforters,  but  fpies,  whom  he  fends  to  you  :  he 
.is  a  villain,  who,  under  the  fpecious  outGde   of  an   ho- 
nourable and  amicable  embafly,  feeks  to  difcover  the  weak- 
nefles  of  your  kingdom,  and  to  take  meafures  to  furprife 
you.     Such  is  more  efpecially  the  misfortune  of  courts ; 
bred  up,  and  living  in  deceit,  they  fee  only  diflimulation 
equ^ly  in  virtue  as  in  vice ;  as  it  is  a  ftage  upon  which 
every  one  a£ls  a  borrowed  character,  they  conclude  that 
the  pious  man  merely  a£ls  the  perfonage  of  virtue :  un- 
common or  unprofitable  fincerity  feems  always  impofli- 
ble. 

A  worthy  heart,  a  heart  uprighf,  fimple  and  fincere,  can 
hardly  comprehand  that  there  are  impoftors  on  the  earth ; 
he  finds  within  himfelf  the  apology  of  othei^  men,  and,  by 

Vol.  IL  O  what 


what  it  would  toft  bimrelf  to  te  diftoiieft^  be  nmruits 
what  it  ought  co  coft  to  tHhn't.    Tbiii»  my  br«:bnefi» 
fearch  into  thofe  who  i^tm  cbtsfe*  Aameltil  and  nfk  tufpl^ 
cions  againfi  the  pious,  said  you  will  £nd  that,  in  general, 
they  are  diforderly  and  corrupted  disKraBtrs»  who  ftA  to 
quiet  themfelvcs  in  their  diffipations  by  the  iUofive  fuppo- 
fition  that  their  weaknefles  are  the  weaknefles  of  aM  men ; 
•  that  thofe  who  are  apparently  the  moft  virtuous  are  fuperi- 
or  to  themfelves  only  in  the  art  of  concealment ;  and  that, 
were  they  narrowly  examined,  we  flioukl  find  them,  in  re- 
ality, made  like  other  men  ;  this  idea  is  an  iniquitous  com* 
fort  to  them  in  their  debaiicheries.    iThey  harden  them- 
felves in  iniquity,  by  thus  aflbciating  with  themfelves,  ih 
it,  all  whom  the  credulity  of  the  people  calls  virtuous ; 
they  form  and  endeavour  to  eftablifli  ih  themfelves  a  (hock- 
ing idea  of  the,  human  race,  in  order  to  be  lefs  fhocked 
with  what  they  are  forced  to  entertain  of  themfelves,  and 
they  try  to  perfuade  themfelves  that  virtue  no  longer  exifls, 
in  order  that  vice  may  appear  to  them  more  excufeable; 
as  if,  O  my  God !  the  multitude  of  criminals  could  dif^ 
arm  thy  wrath,  or  deprive  thy  juflice  of  the  right  to  pu- 
nifh  guilt. 

But,  fay  you,  one  has  feen  fo  many  hypocrites  who  have 
fo  long  abufed  the  world,  whom  it  regarded  as  faints,  and 
'  the  friends  of  God,  and  who,  neverthelefs,  wen?  only  per- 
verfe  and  corrupted  men. 

I  confefs  it  with  forrow,  my  brethren^  bul,  from  that, 
what  would  you  wifli  to  conclude  ?  That  all  the  virtuous 
are  fimilar  to  them  ?  The  conclufion  is  deteftible ;  and  what 
would  become  of  mankiVid  were  you,  'in  this  manner  to 
reafon  on  the  reft  of  men.  We  have  fcen  many  wives 
'  fiithtefs  to  their  honour  and  to  -their  ^uty ;  but  do  modefty 
•  and 


IN  JUSTICE.  TQWAIlPfYIlP  GODLY.  I^S^ 

Wi  fidelity  no  V>ngeFezjft  is  the  facred  ^ond  ^  marriage  ?! 
Many  niagiftralQs  have  (old  iheir  honour  and  difgraccd 
thftir  fwn6lion;  hut  ar^;  ju(Uc9  and  integrity  confcquentlyi 
haniibed  from  cv^ry  Ui^unal  ?  HiAory  hath  preferved  tq 
i)#  ih^  reipcmbr^nce  of  tqQ  fnai^y  perfidious,  diflembling, 
UAfaithful  and  diQH>no«ir«hle  princes ;  equally  faithlefs  to 
their  fuibjc^j  their  sallies.  9nd  their  enemies :  but  are  in* 
tegrity,  truth,  and  religion,  for  ever  excluded  from  a 
throne  ?  Tbe  paft  ages  baive  feen  m^ay  fubje^l^  diftinguiA- 
ed.  hv  their  nameu*  (heir  q^qcs^  and  the  gift^  of  their  fo* 
Vf rejgn»  betray  their  prince  and  country,  and  keep  up  th& 
i9aA  crnninal  intelligence  ^ith  the  qnemy ;  would  )'ou 
findjuft  themafier  whom  you  ferve  with  fq  fouch  zeal  and 
course  were  he,  merely  vpon  fuch  grounds,  |o  fufpc£4 
tbe  truth  of  your  fidelity  ?  Why  then  is  a  f^fpicion,  which 
excitea  the  indignaM^P.  9f  all  other  def^riptipfis  of  men^ 
<^i^ly  /upppr^ahle  when  d4re£l^dagain(l  the  pioiis  ?  Why  i% 
n  coa<:Itt(ioni  fo  ridiculous  i^  every  oth^r  cafe,  only  judi- 
cious when  againft  virtue  ?  Poth  the  perfidy  pf  a  Tingle  Jq- 
das  give  you  grounds  t9  cqaclude,  that  all  the  other  difci- 
ples  were  traitors,  and  without  faith  ?  Do^h  the  hypocrify 
of  Sio)^  tbe  magician  prove,  that  tbe  copvcrfion  of  the 
other  difciples  who  embraced  faith  was  meiely  ^.n  artifi^^ 
t oaccompliih  their  Qwnpurpofes  II  and  that,  like  him,  ihcy 
walked  not  uprightly  iq  ^he  path  of  the  JLprd  ?  What  can 
be  more  unjud  or  fooli(h,  than  of  the  guiljt  of  an  indivi* 
dual*  to  conftitute  a  general  crime  ?  It  is  di^ult,  I  con- 
iefs,  but  that  vice  may  fometiroes  alTume  the  garb  of  vir- 
tue ;  that  the  angel  of  darknefs  may  not  fomptimcs  have 
the  appearance  of  an  angel  of  light ;  and  that  the  pafFions 
which  generally  flrain  every  nerve  to  firccced,  may  not 
fometimes  call  in  the  appearances  of  piety  to  their  aid,  par- 
ticularly under  a  reign  when  piety,  held  in  honour^  is  al- 
moft  a  certain  road  to  fortune  and  favour.     But  it  is  the 

height 
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height  of  folly  to  reflefi  upon  all  virtue  for  the  impious  ufe 
which  fome  individuals  may  make  even  of  piety;  and  to 
believe  that  fome  abufes  difcovered  in  an  holy  and  venerable 
profeflion  univerfally  diOionour  all  who  have  embraced  it. 
The  truth,  my  brethren,  is,  that  we  hate  all  men  who  arte 
not  fimilar  to  ourfelves ;  and  that  we  are  delighted  to  be 
enabled  to  condemn  piety,  becaufe  piety  itfelf  condemns  us. 

■ 

But  one  has  fo  often  been  deceived,  fay  you.  I  confefs  it ; 
but,  in  reply,  I  fay,  that,  granting  you  are  even  deceived 
while  refufing  to  fufpe6l  your  brethren,  and  while  render- 
ing  to  a  fi£litious  virtue  that  elleem  and  honour  which  are 
due  to  real  virtue  alone :  What  would  be  the  confequence  P 
By  what  would  your  credulity  be  followed,  either  forrow* 
ful  or  difgraceful  ?  You  would  have  judged  according  to  the 
Tules  of  charity,  which  doth  not  eafily  believe  in  evil,  and 
which  delighteth  in  even  the  appearances  of  good ;  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  juftice,  which  is  incapable  of  every 
malignity  or  deed  to  others,  which  it  would  not  with  to 
have  done  to  itfelf;  accdrding*to  the  rules  of  prudence, 
which  judges  only  from  what  is  viGble,  and  leaves  to  the 
Lord  to  judge  of  the  intentions  and  thoughts ;  laftly,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  goodnefs  and  humanity,  which  al- 
ways oblige  us  to  prefume  in  favour  of  our  brethren. 
What  would  there  be  in  fuch  a  miflake  to  alarm  you  P 
How  noble  for  the  mind  when  the  deception  proceeds 
from  a  motive  of  humanity  and  kindnefs  !  What  honour 
do  not  fuch  miftakes  render  to  a  good  heart ;  for  none  but 
the  virtuous  and  the  (incere  are  capable  of  them  ;  but  you, 
alas !  not  being  fuch,  prefer  that  deception  which  degrades 
the  virtuous  and  pious  man  from  that  ellimation  which  is 
his  due,  to  hazarding  the  chance  of  not  covering  the  hy- 
pocrite with  the  (hame  he  deferves. 

But, 
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But,  bcfides,  whence  fprings  this  zeal  and  inveteracy 
igainft  the  abufe»  made  by  the  hypocrite,  of  real  virtue? 
Is  the  glory  of  God  fo  warmly  taken  to  heart  by  you,  that 
you  wifh  to  avenge  him  on  the  impoftors  who  diihonoor 
him  ?  What  matters  it  to  you,  who  neither  ferve  or  love 
him,  whether  the  Lord  be  ferved  by  a  double  or  a  fincere 
heart  ?  What  is  there  which  can  fo  firongly  intereft  you  for 
the  integrity  or  the  hypocrify  of  his  worfliippers  ?  You  who 
know  not  how  he  is  even  worfliipped  ?  Ah !  were  hcf  the 
God  of  your  heart ;  did  you  love  him  as  your  Lord  and 
Pather ;  were  his  glory  dear  to  you,  we  might  then  indeed 
pardon,  as  an  excefs  of  zeal,  the  boldnefs  with  which  you  ^ 
rife  up  againft  the  outrage  done  to  God  and  his  worOiip  by 
the  iimulated  piety  of  the  hypocrite.  The  juft,  who  love 
and  ferve  him,  are  furely  more  entitled  to  cry  out  againft 
an  abufe.  fo  injurious  to  fincere  piety;  but  you,  who  live 
Ulce  the  pagans,  who,  funk  in  debauchery,  are  without 
hope,  and  whofe  whole  life  is  one  continued  guilt,  ah  1 
it  belongs  little  to  you  to  take  the  intereft  of  God's  glory 
againft  the  fi3itious  piety  which  is  the  caufe  of  fo  much 
difgtace  and  forrow  to  the  church  ;  whether  he  be  faithful- 
ty  ferved,  or  merely  through  grimace,  is  no  affair  of  yoiirs. 
Whence  then  comes  a  zeal  fo  much  mifplaced  ?  Wduld 
you  wifh  to  know  ?  It  is  not  the  Lord  whom  you  wifh  to 
avenge,  nor  is  it  his  glory  which  interefts  you  ;  it  is  the 
good  nanie  of  the  pious  which  you  wifh  to  Rain ;  it  is  not 
hypocrify  which  irritates  your  feelings,  it  is  piety  which 
difpleafes  you ;  you  are  not  the  cenfurer  of  vice,  you  are^ 
only  the  enemy  of  virtde;  iri  a  word,  you  hate  in  the  hy» 
pocrite  only  the  refemblance  of  the  pious. 

In  effcft,  did  your  cenfures  proceed  from  a  fund  of  re- 
ligion and  true  zeal,  ah!  with  grief  alone,  would  you  re. 
cal  the  hiftory  ot  tbefe  impoftors*  who  have  fometimet' 

fucceeded 
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fttcceeded  in  deceiving  the  world.  What  do  I  fny  ?  far 
ftom  alledging  Iq  us»  with  an  air  of  triumphs  thefe  exam- 
ples, you  would  lament  over  the  fcandals  with  which  the/ 
have  affli£led  the  church ;  far  from  applauding  yourfelves» 
when  you  renew  their  remembrance*  you  would  wifli  that 
fuch  melancholy  events  were  for  ever  effaced  from  the 
memory  of  men.  The  law  curfed  him  who  (hould  dare  to 
uncover  the  fhame  and  terpitude  of  thofe  who  had  given 
him  life ;  but  it  b  thefhame  and  diflionour  of  the  church, 
your  mother,  which  you  expofe  with  fuch  pileafure  to  pub- 
lie  derifion.  Do  you  carefully  recal  certain  humiliating 
circumftances  to  the  houfe  from  which  you  fpriog,  and 
which  have  formerly  difgraced  the  name  and  life  of  fome 
one  of  your  anceflors  ?  Would  you  not  wi(h  for  ever  ta 
efface  thefe  hateful  veftiges  of  difgrace  from  the  bifiories 
which  hand  them  down  to  pofterity  ?  Do  you  not  confider, 
as  enemies  to  your  name,  thofe  who  ranfa^l  the  pad  ages, 
iti  order  to  lay  open  thcTe  hateful  particulars,  and  to  revive 
them  in  the  memory  of  men  ?  Do  you  not  in  oppofu 
tiott  to  their  malignity,  loudly  proclaim  that  maxim   of 

equity,  that  faults  are  perfonal ;  and  that  it  is  unjuft  to 
attach  the.  idea  of  dilhonour  to  all  who  bear  your  name,, 

merely  becaufe  it  has  once  been  difgraced  through  the 

bad  condu£l  of  and  individual  ? 

Apply  the  rule  to  yourfelf  :  the  church  is  your  houfe : 
die  juil  alone  are  your  relations,  your  brethem,  your  prc- 
deceflbrs,  your  anceilors :  they  alone  compofe  that  family 
of  firft-born,  to  whom  you  ought  to  be  eternally  united. 
The  wicked  (hall  one  day  be  as  though  they  had  never 
been  :  The  ties  of  nature,  of  blood,  and  of  fociety,  which 
now  unite  you  to  them,  ihall  periOi ;  an  immeafurable  and 
an  fternal  chaos  (hall  feparate  them  from  the  children  o^' 
OqcI  ;  they  Ihall  no  longer  be  your  brethren,  ypur  fore- 
father, 
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•nthcfjTS,  or  your  relatives ;  they  flull  be  caft  OiM,  forgot- 
ten^ effaced  from  the  land  of  the  Iitilig«  unaeceflary  to 
the  defigns  of  God,  cut  off  for  ever  from  his  kinj^doin, 
and  no  longer,  by  any  tie,  holding  to  the  fociety  of  the 
juft,  vrho  (hail  then  be  your  only  brethren,  yout  ancefiort, 
-your  people,  your  tribe.  What  do  you  then,  when  you 
tsncover^  ^ith  fuch  pleafure,  the  ignotainy  of  fome  falfe 
juft  who  diflionours  their  biftory  ?  It  is  yo«r  houfe,  your 
name,  your  relations,  your  anceftors,  whom  you  diffiiO* 
Hour :  you  come  to  ftain  the  fplendour  of  fo  ttiany  glori* 
ous  anions,  which,  in  all  ages,  have  rendened  tlieir  memo- 
ry immortal  by  the  infidelity  of  an  individual,  who,  bear- 
ing the  name  they  bear,  ftain  it  by  manners  and  a  condu£k 
totally  diffimular :  upon  yourfelves  then  it  is  that  you  make 
the  difhonour  fall;  unlefs  you  have  already  renounced 
the  fociety  of  the  holy,  and  prefer  to  aflbciate  your  eter- 
nal lot  with  that  of  the  wicked  and  the  unfaithful. 

But  what  is  more  particularly  abford  in  that  temerity 
wliich  is  always  fo  ready  to  judge  and  to  blacken  the  in- 
tentions of  the  pious,  is,  that  you  thereby  fall  into  the  rooft 
ridiculous  contradi£lion  with  yourfelves  :  laft  charafier  of 
diat  temerity. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  you  accnfe  them  of  cunningly  work- 
ing towards  their  own  point,  of  having  their  own  views 
in  the  moft  holy  a£lions,  and  of  only  z&ittg  the  pcrfonage 
of  virtue.  But  doth  it  become  you,  the  inhabitants  ot  a 
court,  to  make  this  reproach  ?  Your  whole  life  is  a  con- 
tinual difguife  :  you  every  where  a£l  a  part  which  is  not 
yout  own :  you  flatter  thofe  whom  you  love  not ;  you 
crouch  to  others  whom  you  defpife  :  you  aft  the  afliduons 
fervant  to  thofe  from  whom  you  have  emolument  toexped, 
though,  in  your  heart,  you  look  up  with  envy  to  their  rank, 

and 
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and  think  them  unworthy  of  their  elevation :  in  a  word, 
your  whole  life  is  an  aflumcd  charafier.  Your  heart,  on 
, every  occafion»  belies  your  condu3;  every  where  your 
countenance  is  a  contradi£lion  to  your  fentiments ;  you 
are  the  hypocrites  of  the  world,  of  ambition,  .of  favour,  and 
of  fortune  ;  and  it  well  becomes  you,  after  that,  to  ac- 
cufe  the  juft  of  the  fame  tricks,  and  fo  loudly  to  ring  their 
diflimulation  and  pretended  hypocrify  when  you  (hall  have 
nothing  in  the  fame  way  with  which  to  reproach  yourfelves, 
then  will  we  liilen  to  the  temerity  of  your  cenfures  ;  or  ra- 
ther, you  (hall  have  reafon  to  be  jealous  for  the  glory  of 
artifice  and  meannefs,  and  to  be  diffatisfied,  that  the  pious 
Ihoulddare  to  interfere  with  a  fcience  which  fo  juflly  be- 
longs, and  is  fo  efpecially  adapted  to  you. 

Befides,  you  fo  nervoufly  clamour  out  againft  the  world, 
when,  too  attentive  to  your  a£lions,  it  malicioufly  inter- 
prets certain  fufpicious  afliduities,  certain  animated  looks ; 
you  fo  loudly  proclaim  then,  that,  if  things  go  on  thus,  no 
perfon  will  in  future  be  innocent  ;  that  no  woman  in  the 
world  will  be  confidercd  as  a  perfon  of  regular  conduct ; 
that  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  give  an  air  of  guilt  to  the 
moft  innocent  things  ;  that  it  will  be  neceflary  totally  to 
banifli  one's  felf  from  fociety,  and  to  deny  one's  felf  eve- 
ry intercourfe  with  mankind ;  you  then  fo  feelingly  de- 
claim againft  the  malignity  of  men,  who,  on  the  moft  tri- 
vial grounds,  accufe  you  of  criminal  intentions.  But  do 
the  pious  give  jufter  foundation  for  the  fufpicions  which 
you  form  againft  them  ?  And,  if  it  be  permitted  to  you 
to  hunt  for  guilt  in  them,  though  hidden  under  the  ap- 
pearances of  virtue,  why  are  you  fo  enraged  that  the  world 
fliould  dare  to  fuppofe  it  in  you,  and  (hould  believe  you 
criminal  under  the  appearances  of  guilt  ? 

Laflly, 
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Laftly,  O  wordly  women  !  when  we  reproach  you  with 
your  afliduity  at  theatres  and  other  places,  *where  innocence 
encounters  fo  many  dangers,  or  the  indecency  and  im- 
modefty  of  your  drefs,  you  reply  that  you  have  no  bad  in- 
tentions ;  that  you  wiflb  injury  to  none  ;  you  would  wifli 
indecent  and  criminal  a£lions  to  be  paflfed  over,  for  the 
fake  of  a  pretended  innocency  of  intention,  which  your 
whole  exterior  belies  ;  and  you  cannot  pafs  over  to  the  pi- 
ous, virtuous  and  laudable  manners,  for  the  fake  of  an  in- 
tegrity of  heart,  to  which  every  thing  external  bears  am- 
ple tedimony.  You  exa£l  that  they  (hail  fuppofe  your  in- 
tentions piire  when  your  works  are  not  fo  ;  and  you  think 
yourfelves  entitled  to  believe  that  the  intentions  of  the  pi- 
ous are  not  innocent,  when  all  their  actions  are  vifibly  fo. 
Ceafe,  then,  either  to  juftify  your  own  vices  or  to  cenfure 
their  virtues. 

It  is  thus,  ray  brethren,  that  every  thing  poifons  in  our 
keeping,  and  that  every  thing  removes  us  further  from  God : 
the  fpe£lacle  even  of  virtue  becomes  to  us  a  pretext  for 
vice  ;  and  ihh  examples  themfelves  of  piety  are  rocks  to 
our  innocence.  It  would  feem,  O  my  God !  that  the 
world  doth  not  fufficiently  furnifh  us  with  opportunities 
for  our  ruin  ;  that  the  examples  of  flnners  are  not  fufficient 
to  authorife  our  errors ;  for  we  feek  a  fupport  for  them 
even  in  the  virtues  of  the  juft. 

But  you  will  tell  us  that  the  world  is  uot  fo  far  wrong  in 
cenfuring  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  people  of  piety ; 
that  fuch  are  every  day  feen,  who,  if  poflible,  are  more  ani- 
mated than  other  men  in  the  purfuit  of  a  worldly  fortune, 
more  eager  after  pleafures,  more  delicate  in  fubmitting  to 
injury,  more  proud  in  elevation,  and  more  attached  to 
their  own  interefts.     This  is  the  fecond  injuftice  of  the 
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world  towards  the  pious :  not  only  does  it  malicioufiy  in- 
terpret the  intentions,  which  is  a  temerity,  but  it  alfo  fcru- 
tinifes  their  (Ughteil  iinperfe£lions,  which  is  an  inhumanity. 

Part  II.  It  may  truly  be  faid  that  the  world  is  a  more 
rigid  and  feverer  critic  upon  the  pious  than  the  gofpel  it- 
felf ;  that  it  exaCb  a  greater  degree  of  perre6lion  from 
ihem,  and  that  their  weaknefles  find  lefs  indulgence  before 
the  tribunal  of  men  than  they  (hall  one  day  experience  be.. 
fore  the  tribunal  of  God  himfelf. 

•  Now,  I  fay,  that  this  attention  to  exaggerate  the  fligbteft 
errors  of  the  pious,  fecond  injuftice  into  which  the  world 
falls  with  regard  to  them,  is  an  inhumanity,  confidering 
the  weaknefs  of  man,  the  difficulty  of  virtue,  and,  laftly, 
the  maxims  of  the  world  itfelf.  I  entreat  your  attention 
here,  my  brethren. 

Inhumanity,  confidering  the  weaknefs  of  man.  Yes,  my 
brethren,  it  is  an  illufion  to  fuppofe  that  there  are  perfeA 
virtues  among  men  ;  it  is  not  the  condition  of  this  mortal 
life :  almoft  every  one  bears  with  him  in  piety,  his  faults, 
his  humours,  and  his  peculiar  weaknefles  ;  grace  correSs 
but  does  not  overturn  nature ;  the  Spirit  of  God,  which 
creates  in  us  a  new  man,  leaves  (till  many  remains  of  the 
old  ;  converfion  terminates  our  vices,  but  does  not  extin- 
guifh  our  paflions  ;  in  a  word,  it  forms  the  Chriftian  within 
us,  but  it  ftill  leaves  us  men.  The  mod  righteous,  confe- 
quently,  ftill  preferve  many  remains  of  the  finner  j:  David, 
that  model  of  penitence,  ftill  blended  with  his  virtues  a  too 
great  indulgence  for  his  children,  a  fecret  pride  at  the  num- 
ber of  his  people,  and  the  profperity  of  his  reign :  the  mo« 
ther  of  Zebediah's  children,  in  fpite  of  faith,  through 
which  file  was  fo  ftrongly  attached  to  Jefus  Chrift»  loft  no- 

thing 
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Ifaing  of  her  anxiety  for  the  elevation  of  her  children,  or 
of  her  concern  towards  procuring  for  them  the  firft  ftations 
in  an  earthly  kingdom :  the  apoftles  themfelves  difputed 
rank  and  precedency  with  each  other  :  never  ihall  we  be 
divefted  of  all  thefe  little  weaknefles  till  we  are  delivered 
from  this  body  of  death,  which  is  the  fountain  from  whick 
they  fpring.  The  mofi  ihining  virtue  here  below  always, 
therefore,  hath  its  fpots  and  its  flaws,  which  are  not  to  be  too 
sarrowly  examined ;  and  the  juft  mull  always  in  foroe  points 
refemble  the  reft  of  men.  AH,  then,  that  can  be  expelled 
from  human  weaknefs  is,  that  virtues  rife  fuperior  to  the 
vices,  the  good  to  the  evil ;  that  the  eflential  be  regulated, 
and  that  we  inceflantly  labour  towards  regulating  the  reft. 

And  furely,  my  brethren,  overflowing  with  paflions, 
as  we  are  in  the  wretched  condition  of  this  life ;  loaded  with 
a  body  of  fin,  which  opprefles  the  foul ;  flaves  to  our  fen- 
fes  and  to  the  flefli ;  bearing  within  us  an  eternal  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  law  of  God ;  the  continual  prey  of  a  thoufand 
defires  which  combat  againft  our  foul ;  the  everlafting 
fport  of  our  inconfiancy,  and  the  natural  infiability  ot  our 
heart ;  finding  nothing  within  us  but  what  is  repugnant  to 
duty ;  eagerly  purfuing  whatever  removes  us  from  God ; 
difgufted  with  every  thing  which  brings  us  nearer  to  him ; 
loving  only  what  tends  to  our  ruin ;  hating  only  what  tends 
to  our  falvation  :  weak  in  good ;  always  ripe  for  evil ; 
and,  in  a  word,  finding  in  virtue  the  rock  of  virtueitfelf^ 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  men,  furrounded,  filled  with 
fo  many  miferies,  fliould  fometimes  allow  fome  of  them  to 
be  vifible;  that  men,  fo  corrupted,  fliould  not  be  always 
equally  holy  ?  And  where  you,  in  any  meafure,  equita- 
ble, would  you  not  rather  find  it  worthy  of  admiration  ' 
that  fome  virtues  ftill  remained,  than  worthy  of  cenfure 
they  fiiU  prefcrve  fome  vices? 

Befidesr 
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BefideSy  God  hath  his  reafons  for  ftill  leaving,  to  the 
snoil  pious,  'certain  fenfible  weaknefles  which  ftrike  and 
offend  you.  In  the  firft  place,  He  thereby  wiflieth  to 
humble  them,  and  to  render  their  virtue  more  fecure  by 
concealing  it  even  from  themfelves*  Secondly,  He  wilh- 
eth  to  animate  their  vigilance,  ior  be  leaveth  not  Amorites 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  is  to  fay,  pai&ons  in  the  heart 
of  his  fervants,  but,  left,  freed  from  all  their  enemies, 
they  Oiould  lull  themfelves  in  idlenefs  and  in  a  dangerous 
fecuriry.  Thirdly,  He  wiiheth  to  excite  in  them  a  continual 
defire  for  the  eternal  land,  and  to  render  the  exilement  of 
this  life  more  bitter  through  a  proper  fenfe  of  thofe  mife- 
ries  from  which  they  can  never,  here  below,  obtain  a  com- 
plete deliverance.  Fourthly,  Perhaps  not  to  difcourage 
finners  by  the  fight  of  too  perfe£l  a  virtue,  which  might 
probably  induce  them  to  ceafe  every  exertion,  under  the 
idea  ol  never  being  able  to  attain  it.  Fifthly,  In  order  to 
preferve  to  the  juft  a  continual  fubjefl  of  prayer  and  peni- 
tence, by  leaving  them  a  continual  fource  of  fin.  Sixthly, 
To  prevent  thofe  exceflSve  honours  which  the  world 
would  render  to  virtue  were  it  pure  and  fparkling,  and  left 
it  fhould  find  its  recompenfe,  in  other  words  its  rock,  in 
the  vain  applaufes  of  men.  What  fhall  I  laflly  fay  ?  It 
perhaps  is,  flill  more  to  lull  and  to  blindfold  the  enemies 
of  piety  ;  by  the  weaknelTes  of  the  pious  to  ftrcngthen  you, 
who  lifien  to  me  in  the  fooliOi  opinion  that  there  is  no  real 
virtue  on  the  earth ;  to  authorife  you  in  your  diforders  by 
]the  fuppofition  that  they  are  fimilar  to  yourfelves  ;  and  to 
render  unavailing  to  you  all  the  pious  examples  of  the  juft. 
You  triumph  in  the  weaknefies  of  the  pious ;  yet  are  their 
weaknefles  perhaps  punifliments  from  God  on  you,  and 
means  employed  by  his  juflice  to  nourifh  your  unjuft  pre- 
pofreffions  againft  virtue,  and  completely  to  harden  you 
in  guilt.     God  is  terrible  in  bis  judgments,  and  the  con- 
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fummation  of  iniquity^  ii,  in  generali  t}i^  fequel  of  iniqui-* 
ty  itfelf. 

But,  2dly^  were  yonr  cenfures  on  tfaofe  weakneflcs, 
which  may  ftill  remain  to  the  pious,  not  rendered  barbau 
rous  and  inhuman,  when  the  natural  weaknefs  of  man  it 
cpnfideredy  the  difficulty  alone  of  virtue  would  amply  ren- 
der them  fo. 

« 

For,  candidly,  my  brethren,  doth  it  appea^  fo  eafy  to 
you  to  live  according  to  God,  and  to  walk  in  the  ftraight 
path  of  falvation,  that  you  fhould  become  fo  implacable 
againft  the  pious,  irom  the  moment  that  they  err,  but  for 
an  inflant  ?    Is  it  fo  eafy,  continually  to  renounce  one's 
felf,  to  be  ever'  guarded  againft  one's  own  heart,  to  over- 
come its  antipathies,  to  reprefs  its  likings,  to  lower  itf 
pride,  and  to  fix  its  inconftancy  ?  Is  it  foeafy  a  matter  to 
refirain  the  failies  of  the  mind,  to  moderate  its  judgments, 
to  difavow  its  fufpicions,  to  foften  its  keennefs,  and  to 
fmother  its  malignity  ?    Is  it  fo  eafy  to  be  the  eternal  ene« 
my  of  one's  own  body,  to  conquer  its  indolence,  to  mortify 
its  taftes,  and  to  crucify   its  defires  ?  Is  it  fo  natural  to 
pardon  injuries,  to  bear  with  contempt,  to  love,  and  even 
to  load  with  benefits  thofe  who  do  evil  to  us,  to  facrifice 
one's  fortune  in  order  not  to  fail  to  his  confcience,,  to  deny 
one's  felf  pleafures  to  which  all  our  inclinations  lead  us, 
to  refift  example,  andfinglyto  maintain  the  caufe  of  virtue 
againft  the  multitude  which  condemns  it?  Do  ail  tbefe  ap« 
peer,  in  fa£l,  fo  eafy  to  you,  that  you  deem  thofe  who,  for 
an  inftant,  depart  from  them,  unworthy  of  theleaft  induU 
gence  ?  How  feelingly  do  you  expatiate  every  day  on  the 
difficulties  of  a  Chriftian  life,  when  we  propofe  to  you 
tbefe  holy  rules  ?  Is  it  fo  very  aftoniihing  that*  in  a  long 
march  through  rough  and  dangerous  ways,  a  man  fhould 

fometimes 
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fometimes  ftumble,    or  even  fall,   through  fatigue  Old 
weaknefs  ? 

Inhuman  that  we  are  !  And,  nevertfaelefs,  the  flighleft 
imperfedion  in  the  pious,  deftroys  in  our  mind,  all  their 
moft  eilimable  qualities  :  far  from  excufing  their  weaknef- 
fes,  in  conCderation  of  their  virtue,  it  is  their  virtue  itfelf 
ivhich  renders  us  doubly  crue]  and  inexorable  to  their 
weaknefTes.  To  be  juft,  is  fuiEcient,  it  would  appear,  to 
forfeit  every  claim  to  indulgence:  to  their  vices  we  are 
clear- fighted;  to  their  virtues  we  are  blind  ;  a  moment  of 
weaknefs  efibces  from  bur  remembrance  a  whole  life  of  fi- 
delity and  innocence. 

But  what  renders  your  injuftice  towards  the  pious  ftiir 
more  cruel,  is,  that  it  is  your'own  examples,  your  irregu- 
larities, and  even  your  cenfures,  which  ftagger,  weaken, 
and  force  them  fometimes  to  imitate  you  ;  it  is  the  corrup- 
tion of  your  manners  which  becomes  the  Continual  and  the 
moft  dangerous  fnare  to  their  innocence  ;  it  isthofe  foolifli 
derifions  with   which  you  continually  aflault  virtue,  that 
force  them  relu£lantly  to  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  ap- 
pearances of  guilt.     And  how  can  you  fuppofe  it  podible 
that  the  piety  of  the  moft  rightepus  ihould  always  preferve 
itfelf  pure,  in  the  midft  of  the  prefent  manners,  in  a  per- 
verfe  world,  whofe  cuftoms  are  abufes,  and  its  communi- 
cations crimes ;  where  the  paffions  are  the  only  bond  of 
fociety,  and  where  the  wifeft  and  moft  virtuous  are  thofe 
who  retrench  from  guilt  only  its  fcandal  and  publicity  ? 
How  can  yoir  fuppofe  it  podible,  that,  amidft  thefe  eternal 
derifions  which  ridicule  the  pious,  which  make  them  al- 
moft  afliamed  of  virtue,  and  often  oblige  them  to  coun- 
terfeit vice  ;  that,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  diforders,  au- 
tliorifed  by  the  public  manners,  by  fenfelefs  applaufes,  by 

examples 
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examples  rendered  rerpeQable  by  rank  and  dignity,  by  the 
,  ridicule  caft  on  thofe  who  dare  to  hefiuteat  them,  and, 
laftly,  by  the  weaknefs  even  of  their  own  heart ;  how  do 
you  think  it  poflible  that  the  pious  fhould  be  always  ena* 
bled  to  ftem  fuch  a  torrent,  and  that,  obliged  continually  to 
fortify  themfelves  againft  fo  rapid  and  fo  impetuous  a  courfe 
which  hurries  away  the  reft  of  men,  watchfulnefs  and  vi- 
gour fliould  not  fometimes  fail  them  for  an  inftant,  and  that 
they  (hould  not  fometimes  feel  a  momentary  influence  of 
the  fatal  vortex  ?  You  are  their  feducers  ;  and  you  pretend 
to  be  difpleafed  becaufe  they  allow  themfelves  to  be  fedu-^ 
ced  ?  No  longer,  therefore,  reproach  to  them  your  fcan* 
dais  which  weaken  their  faith,  and  which  they  fhall  one 
day  reproach  to  you  before  the  tribunal  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
and  triumph  no  more  over  their  weakn^fTes,  which  are 
your  own  work,  and  for  which  they  &all  afterwards  de« 
mand  vengeance  againft  you. 

I  havealfo  faid,  that  even  your  maxims  cannot  beexcuf- 
ed  from  fevcrity  and  extravagance  with  refpeft  to  the  pi- 
ous. Judge  from  what  I  fhall  now  repeat.  You  are  con- 
tinually faying,  that  fuch  an  individual,  with  all  his  devo- 
tion, fails  not,  however,  to  profecute  his  own  defigns ; 
that  another  is  very  attentive  in  paying  court  to  his  fuperi- 
ors ;  again,  that  a  third  has  a  piety  fo  delicate  and  fenfible, 
that  the  mereft  trifle  wduAds  and  fhocks  it ;  that  fuch  an 
individual  pardons  nothing ;  that  the  other  is  not  forry  to 
be  thought  ftill  agreeable  and  amufing  ;  that  a  third  has  a 
very  commodious  piety,  and  lives  a  very  eafy  and  agreea- 
ble life  ;  laftly,  that  another  is  full  of  caprice  and  fancies, 
and  that  none  of  her  houfhold  can  put  up  with  her  temper  ; 
fuch  are  your  daily  difcourfes ;  nor  do  your  fatires  flop 
there,  for  you  boldly  decide  from  thence  that  a  devotion, 
blended  with  fo  many  faults,  can  never  lead  them  to  falva-f 
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tion :  behold  your  maxims.  Vet,  nevertheleft,  when  we 
announce  to  you,  from  this  feat,  that  a  worldly,  idle,  fen- 
fiial,  diflipated,  and  almoft  wholly  profane  life,  fuch  ai 
you  lead,  can  never  be  a  way  to  falvation,  you  fay  thtt 
you  cannot  fee  any  harm  in  it ;  you  accufe  us  of  feverity, 
and  of  exaggerating  the  rules  and  duties  of  your  llation  ; 
you  do  not. believe  that  more  is  required  for  falvation.  Buf, 
my  brethren,  to  which  fide  here  do  Jeverity  and  tnjuflice 
belong  ?  You  condemn  the  pidui,  becaufe  to  (heir  piety 
they  add  fomc  particulars  which  reTeinble  you ;  becaufe 
they  min^e  fome  of  your  faults  with  an  affinity  of  virtues 
and  good  works,  which  amply  repair  the  errors :  and  yon 
believe  yourfelves  in  the  path  of  falvation,  you  who  have 
only  their  faults,  withodt  even  the  piety  which  purifies 
them  ?  O  mkn  t  who  then  art  thou  that  thus  pretended  to 
fave  thofc  whom  the  Lord  condemneth.-and  to  condemn 
thofe  whom  he  juftiEeth  P 

Nor  is  this  all,  and  you  fhall  immediately  fee  how  little, 
en  this  point,  you  are  confonant  with  yourfelves.  In  ef- 
fe&,  when  the  pioui  live  in  total  retirement,  when,  no 
longer  keeping  any  meafures  with  the  world,  they  conceal 
themfelves  from  the  eyes  of  the  public  ;  when  they  refigA 
certain  places  of  emolument  and  diftindion,  and  diveft 
themfelves  of  all  their  employmentt  and  dignities,  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  attending  to  their  '  falvation  ;  when  they 
lead  a  life  of  tears,  prayer,  mortification,  and  filence, 
(and  happily  our  age  hath  furnilheil  fuch  examples,)  «rhat 
have  you  then  faid  ?  That  they  carried  matters  too  far  ;  that 
violent  counfels  had  been  given  them;  that  their  zeal  was 
not  according  to  knowledge  ;  that  were  all  to  imiutethcm, 
public  duties  would'be  negle£led ;  that  thofe  fervices,  in- 
cumbent on  every  citizen  to  his  country  and  Hate,  would 
no  longer  be  given  ;  that  fuch  an  extreme  of  Jingularity  i* 


INJUSTICE  TOWARDS  THE  GODLY.  1 IJ 

not  required  ;  and  that  real  devotion  proves  itfelf,  by  liv- 
ing together  and  fulfilling  the  duties  of  their  ilation  in 
which  God  hath  placed  us :  fuch  are  your  maxims.  But, 
on  the  other  hand»  when  the  virtuous  unite  with  piety  the 
duties  of  their  ilation,  and  the  innocent  interefts  of  their 
fortune ;  when  they  flill  keep  up  a  certain  degree  of  inter- 
courfe  and  fociety  with  the  world,  and  fliew  themfelves  in 
places  from  which  their  rank  does  not  allow  them  to  banifh 
themfelves  ;  when  they  dill  partake  in  certain  public  plea- 
fures,  wbich  their  fiations  renders  inevitable ;  in  a  word, 
when  they  are  prudent  in  good  and  fimple  in  evil,  ah!  you 
then  proclaim  that  they  are  made  like  other  men ;  that  it 
appears  very  eafy  to  you,  at  that  price,  to  ferve  God  ;  that 
you  fee  nothing  in  their  devotion  to  frighten  you  ;  and  that, 
if  nothing  more  were  required,  you  would  foon  be  your- 
felf  a  great  faint.  In  vain  may  piety  affume  every  appear* 
ance ;  it  is  fufficient  that  it  is  piety  to  difpleafe  and  to  merit 
your  cenfures.  .  Be  confident  with  yourfelves ;  you  would 
have  the  pious  to  refemble  yourfelves,  yet  you  condemn 
them  from  the  moment  that  you  can  trace  a  refemblance. 

The  obftinacy  and  injuftice  of  the  Jews,  in  our  gofpel, 
are  renewed  in  you.  When  John  the  Baptift  appeared  in 
the  defert,  clothed  in  goats  fkins,  neither  eating  or  drinking, 
and  holding  out  to  Judea  an  auflerity  of  virtue  which  none 
df  the  preceding  juft,  or  prophets  had  ever  equalled;  they 
coniidered,  fays  Jefus  Chrift  the  auftcrity  of  his  manners 
as  the  illufion  of  a  falft  fpirit,  which  feduceJ'and  urged 
faim  on  to  thefe  excefles,  merely  that,  in  a  wordJy  vanity, 
he  might  find  the  recompence  of  his  penance.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Son  of  Man  afterwards  came,  continues  the 
Saviour,  eating  and  drinking ;  exhibiting  to  them,  in  his 
conduQ,  the  itaodel  of  a  virtue,  more  confonant  with  hu- 
man weakoeb,  and  ferviog  as  an  example  to  all,  by  leading 
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a  fimple  and  ordinary  life  which  all  may  imitate :  Is  he 
more  flieltered  from  their  cenfures  ?  Ah !  They  declaim 
againft  him,  as  being  a  man  of  pleafure,  and  a  lover  of 
good  cheer  ;  and  the  bendings  of  his  virtue  are  no  longer, 
in  their  opinion,  but  a  relaxation  which  ftains  and  diflio- 
Hours  it.  The  moft  diiBmilar  virtues  are  fuccefsful  only 
in  attra£ling  the  fame  reproaches.  Ah  I  my  brethren,  how 
much  to  be  pitied  would  the  pious  be,  were  they  to  be 
judged  before  the  tribunal  of  men !  But  they  know  that  that 
world,  which  fits  in  judgment  on  them,  is  itfelf  ali^eady 
judged. 

And  what  in  this  feverity,  with  which  you  condemn  the 
flighteft  imperfefiions  of  the  pious,  is  more  deplorable,  is 
that,  if  a  notorious  and  infamous  finner,  after  a  whole  life 
of  iniquity  and  crimes,  but  give  on  the  bed  of  death,  fome 
weak  proof  of  repentance  ;  if  he  but  pronounce  the  name 
of  that  God  whom  he  has  never  known,  and  has  always 
blafphemed ;  if  he  at  laft  confent,  after  many  delays  and  re- 
pugnances, to  receive  the  laft  offices  of  the  church  which 
he  formerly  held  in  contempt ;  ah  !  you  rank  him  among 
the  faints ;  you  maintain  that  he  has  died  the  death  of  a 
Chriftian  ;  that  he  has  attained  to  the  flate  of  repentance ; 
and  that  he  has  entreated  forgivenefs  and  mercy  from  God  ; 
upon  thefe  grounds  you  hope  every  thing  for  his  falvation, 
and  you  no  longer  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  Lord  hath 
Ihewn  him  mercy ;  iome  relufiant  marks  of  religion,  which 
have  been  extorted  from  him,  arefufficient,  in  your  idea, 
to  fecure  to  him  the  kingdom  of  God,  into  which  nothing 
defiled  (hall  ever  enter  ;  are  fufficient,  I  fay,  in  fpite  of 
the  excefles  and  abominations  of  his  whole  life  ;  and  an  en* 
tire  life  of  virtue  is  not  fufficient,  in  your  opinion, 
to  render  it  certain  to  a  faithful  foul,  from  the  mo- 
ment that  he  mingles  the  fmalieft  infidelity  with  his  paft 
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coaduS :  you  hve  the  wicked  on  the  moft  frt^l'olous  and 
equivocal  appearances  of  piety;  an,d  you  condemn  the juft 
on  the  fligbteiland  moll  excufabie  proofs  of  huaaanity  and 
weaknefs. 

I  might  add,  my  brethren,  that,  confulting  only  yoiif 
own  interefls»  the  imperfe3ieas  of  the  pious  ought  to  find 
you  more  indulgent  and  favourable. 

For  they  alo^e,  my  brethren,  fpare  you ;  they  alone 
conceal  your  vices,  fmooth  your  iaults,  excuTe  your  er« 
cars,  and,  with  pleafure,  dwell  upon .  whatever  may  be 
j^raife-worthy  in  your  virtue,  while  the  world,  your  equals, 
your  rivals,  and  your  pretended  friends,  perhaps  lelTen 
your  talents  and  fervices,  fpeak  with  contempt  of  all  your 
good  qualities,  ridicule  your  defers,  number  your  misfor- 
tunes amongft  your  Ssiuks;  exaggerate  thefe  very- faults,  ^nd 
empoifon  your  moft  innocent  %rards  9nd  anions  ;  the  vir-* 
Suou^  alone  excufe  you,  juftify  your  heart,  abd  are  the 
apologifts  of  your  virtues,  or  the  prudent  didemblers  of 
your  vices ;  tfa^  alone  break  up  thofe  converfation^  in 
which  your  glory  and  reputation  are  attacked;  they  ajone 
refufe  to  join  with  the  public  againfi  you ;  and,  for  them 
alone,  you  are  deftitute  of  humanity,  aDd  to  them  alooci 
you  cannot  pardon,  even  the  virtues  which  render  them 
eftimable.  Ah  f  my  brethren,  return  them  at  lead  what 
they  lend  to  you ;  fpare  your  prote.£lors  and  apologifts, 
and,  by  decrying  them,  do  not  debilitate  the  only  favoura* 
bie  tefiimony  which  is  left  for  you  among  mem 

•  •  •   • 

But  I  fpeak  too  gently  ;  not  only  the  pious  refufe  to  join 
with  the  malignity  of  the  public  againft  you,  but  they  alone 
are  your  true  friends ;.  they  alone  are  touched  with  your 
misfortunes^  a£Feded  by  your  wanderings,  and  interefted 
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in  your  falvation ;  they  carry  you  in  their  heart ;  while  ex- 
cufing  yourpaflions  and  irregularities  before  men,  they  fi« 
lently  lament  over  them  before  God ;  they  raife  up  their 
hands  for  you  to  heaven  ;  they  fupplicate  your  converfion  ; 
they  entreat  forgivenefs  for  your  crimes  ;  and  you  cannot 
bring  yourfelves  to  render  juftice  even  to  their  piety  and 
innocence  ?  Ah !  they  make  againft  you  the  fame  com- 
plaint to  the  Lord,  that  the  prophet  Jeremiah  formerly 
made  againft  the  Jews  of  his  time,  unjull  cenfures  of  his 
piety  and  condu6l :  **  Give  heed  to  me,  O  Lord/'  faid 
that  man  of  God,  **  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  them  that 
**  contend  with  rae.  Shall  evil  be  recompenfed  for  good  : 
^*  for  they  have  digged  a  pit  for  my  foul ;  remember  that  I 
**  ftood  betore  thee  to  fpeak  good  for  them,  and  to  turn 
«<  away  thy  wrath  from  them*" 

# 

You  are  furely  fenflble,  my  brethren,  of  all  the  injuf- 
tice  of  your  condu£l  with  regard  to  what  I  have  been  men- 
tioning ;  but  what  would  it  be  if,  in  completing  what  I 
had  at  firft  intended,  I  were  to  (hew  you,  that  not  only 
you  give  corrupted  motives  to  the  good  works  of  the  pi- 
eus,  which  is  a  temerity ;  not  only  you  exaggerate  their 
flighted  weakneffes,  which  is  an  inhumanity ;  but,  like- 
vife,  when  you  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  the  probity  of 
their  intentions,  and  when  their  imperfections  give  no  han- 
dle to  your  cenfures,  that  you  fly  to  yoiir  laft  hold,  that  of 
caftiBg  an  air  of  ridicule  over  their  virtue  itfelF;  which  is 
an  impiety. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  an  impiety.  You  make  a  fport,  a 
comic  fcene  o\  religion ;  you  ftill  introduce  it,  like  the 
pagans  formerly,  on  an  infamous  theatre ;  and  there  you 
expofe  its  holy  myfteries,  and  all  that  is  moft  facred  and 
moft  refpe£kable  on  the  earth,  to  the  laughter  of  the  fpec- 

tators. 


i 


INJUSTICE  TOWARDS  THI  OODLY.  lft| 

tators.  You  may  apologife  for  your  paflions,  through  tte 
weaknefs  of  temperament  and  human  frailty  ;  but  your  de« 
rifions  on  virtue  can  find  no  excufe  but  in  the  impious  coii>^ 
tempt  of  virtue  itfelf;  neverthelefs,  this  irreligious  and  blaf- 
'phemous  mode  of  fpeaking'is  now  regarded  as  a  pleafanu 
ry^  as  a  faJly  of  wit,  and  as  a  language  from  which  vanity 
Appropriates  to  itfelf  peculiar  honour. 

But,  my  brethren,  you  thereby  perfecute  virtue,  and 
render  it  ufetefs  to  yourfelves  ;  you  difhonour  virtue,  and 
render  it  ufelefs  to  others ;  you  try  virtue,  and  render  it 
infopporuble  to  itfelf. 

*  .  »  . 

-  You  perfecute  virtue,  and  render  it  ufelefs  toydurfelves. 
Yes,  my  dear  hearer,  the  example. oi  the  pious  was  a  mean 
of  falvation  provided  for  you  by  the  goodnefs  of  God;  now, 
his  juftice,  incenfed  at  your  derifions  on  his  mercies  to  his 
fervants,  for  ever  withdraws  them' from  you,  and  punifiiea 
your  contempt  of  piety,  by  denying  to  you  the  gift  of  piety 
itfelf.  The  kings  of  the  earth  take  fignal  vengeance  on 
thofe  who  dare  to  injure  their  ftatues,  for  tbefe  are  to  be 
confidered  as  public  and  facred  monuments  reprefenting 
themfelves.  Butthejuft,  here  below,  are  the  living  fta- 
tues of  the  great  King,  the  real  images  of  an  holy  God ; 
in  them  he  hath  exprefled  the  majefty  of  his  pureft  an<l 
moft  refplendid  features ;  and  he  for  ever  curfeth  thofe 
facrilegious  and  corrupted  hearts  who  dare  to  make  them 
a  fubje£l  of  derifion  and  infult. 

Befides,  even  granting  that  the  Lord  fhould  not  deny 
to  you  the  gift  of  piety  in  punifhment  of  your  derifions, 
they  ftill  form  an  invincible  human  barrier  which  wilF  for 
ever  exclude  you  from  its  caufe.  For  I  demand  ;  if,  when 
tired  of  the  world,  of  your  diforders,    of  youyfelf,  you 
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vilh  to  return  to  God»  and  to  fave  that  foul  which  yon 
now  labour  to  defiroy,  how  (hall  you  dare  to  declare  for 
piety*  you  who  have  fo  often  made  it  the  butt  of  your  pubr 
lie  and  profane  pieafantries  ?  How  Ihall  you  ever  boafl  of 
the  duties  of  religion,  you»  who  are  every  day  heard  to 
by,  that»  to  become  devout,  is,  in  other  words,  to  fay» 
that  the  fenfes  are  loft;  that  fuch  an  individual  had  a  thou^ 
land  good  qualities  which  rendered  his  rociety  agreeable  to 
all ;  but.  that  devotion  has  now  altered  him  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that  he  is  iuUy  as  infupportable  as  he  was  formerly  pleaf*. 
ing;  that  he  affe£b  to  make  himfell  ridiculous;  that  we 
muft  renounce  common  fenfe  before  we  can  ere£l,  it  wonld 
appear,  the  ftandard  oi  piety  ;  that,  may  God  prefervc 
yott|from  fuch  madnefs ;  that  you  endeavour  to  be  an  ho- 
oeft  man,  but,  God  be  praifed,  you  are  no  devotee.  What 
language  I  That  is  to  fay,  that  God  be  praifed  you  are  al« 
ready  marked  with  the  ftamp  of  the  reprobate;  that  with 
confidence  you  can  fay  to  yourfelf :  *'  I  (ball  never  alter, 
but  Ihall  die  exa£lly  fuch  as  I  am."  Wiiat  impiety  !  And 
yet  it  is  among  Chriftians  that  fuch  difccurfes  are  e,\^xy  day 
oftentatioufly,  and  with  apparent  fatisfa6lion,  repeated. 

Ah!  my  brethren,  permit  my  forrow  to  vent  itfelf  here 
in  one  refle&ioq.  The  patriarchs,  thofe  men  fo  venera* 
ble,  fo  powerful,  even  according  to  the  worjd,  never  bad 
communication  with  the  kings  and  nations  of  the  different 
coumries  where  they  were  conduced  by  the  order  of  the 
Lord,  but  in  the  following  religious  terms :  "  I  fear  the 
Lord."  They  claimed  no  refpe£l  from  the  grandeur  of 
their  race,  whofe  origin  was  almoft  coeval  with  the  world 
itfelf,  from  the  luftre  of  their  anceflors,  from  the  fplendour 
of  the  blood  of  Abraham,  that  man,  the  conqueror  of 
kings,  the  model  of  all  the  fages  of  the  earth,  and  the  only 
hnro  of  whom  the  world  could  then  boaft,    **  We  fear 
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tfie  Lord.*'  Behold  their  moft  pompous  title,  their  noft 
aoguft  nobility,  the  only  chara£ler  by  which  they  wiflied 
to  be  dilHnguiflied  from  other  men :  fuch  was  the  magni* 
ficent  (ign  which  appeared  at  the  head  of  their  tents  anA 
flocks,  which  ihone  on  their  ftandards,  and  every  where 
bore  with  them  the  glory  of  their  name,  and  that  of  the 
God  of  their  fathers.  And  we,  my  brethren,  we  (bun  iht 
reputation  of  a  man  jult  and  fearing  God,  as  a  title  of  re* 
proach  and  (hame;  we  pompoufly  dwell  upon  the  vain  dif- 
tin3ions  of  rank  and  birth ;  wherever  we  go,  the  trivolona 
mark  of  our  names  and  dignities  precede  and  announce  as; 
and  we  hide  the  glorious  (ign  of  the  God  of  our  fathers  ; 
we  even  glorify  ourfelves,  in  not  being  among  the  num* 
bf^  of  thofe  who  fear  and  adore  him.  O  God  !  leave  then 
to  thefe  foolifh  men  a  glory  fo  hedious ;  confound  their 
folly  and  irapiety,  by  permitting  them  to  the  end  to  glori- 
fy themfelves  in  their  confufion  and  ignominy. 

Nor  is  this  all.  By  thefe  deplorable  derifions  not  only 
"do  you  render  virtue  ufelefs  to  yourfelves,  but  you  like- 
wife  render  it  odious  and  ufelefs  to  others;  that  is  to  fay, 
that  not  only  do  you  bar  againft  yourfelves  every  path 
which  leads  to 'God,  but  you  likewife  (hut  it  againft  an  in- 
finity of  fouls,  whom  grace  ftill  urges  in  fecr«t  to  relin- 
quifh  their  crimes,  and  to  live  in  a  Chriftian  manner;  who 
'^re  not  declare  themfelves,  left  they  fhould  be  expofed  to 
the  lafli  of  your  fatire  and  profane  railleries ;  who,  in  a  new 
life,  dread  only  the  ridicule  which  you  caft  upon  virtue ; 
who,  in  fecret,  oppofe  only  that  (ingle  obftacle  to  the  voice 
of  Heaven  which  calls  upon  them  ;  and  tremblingly  hefi- 
tate,  in  the  grandaffair  of  eternity,  betwixt  the  judgments 
of  God  and  your  fenfelefs  and  impious  derifions. 

That 
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That  is  to  fay,    that  you  thereby  blafl  the  fruit  of  that 
goTpel  which  we  announce,  and  render  our  miniftry  una- 
vailing ;  you  deprive  religion  of  its  terrors  and  maje(ly» 
pud  fpread  through  the  whole  exterior  of  piety  a  ridicule 
which  falls  upon  religion  itfelf.     You  perpetuate  in  the 
world,  and  fupport  among  men  thofe  prejudices  againft 
virtue,  and  that  univerfal  illufion  employed  by  faun  to  de- 
ceive them,  which  is  that  of  treating  piety  as  perverfe  and 
«  folly  ;  you  authorife  the  blafphemies  of  free-thinkers  and 
0f  the  wicked;  you  accuftom  finners  to  arrogate  to  them- 
felves  an  oftentatious  glory  from  vice  and  irregularity,  and 
to  confider  debauchery  as  fafhionable  and  genteel  when 
contrafted  with  the  ridicule  of  virtue.     What  indeed  may 
I  not  fay  ?  Through  ypur  means  piety  becomes  the  fablti%f 
the  world,  the  fport  of  the  wicked,  the  (hame  of  finners, 
the  fcandal  of  the  weak,  and  the  rock  even  of  the  juft; 
through  yop  vice  is  held  in  honour,  virtue  is  debafed,  truth 
is  weakened,  faith  is  extinguifhed,  religion  is  annihilated, 
and   corruption  univerfally  fpreads ;    and,  as  foretold  by 
the  prophet,  defolation  perfeveres  even  to  the  confumma« 
tion  and  to  the  end. 

Let  me  likewife  add,  that,  through  you,  virtue  becomes 
infupportable  to  itfelf;  your  derifions  become  a  rock  to  the 
piety  even  of  the  juft  ;  you  (hake  their  faith;  you  difcourage 
their  zeal;  you  fufpend  their  good  defires;  you  fiifle  in 
their  heart  the  livelieft  impreflions  of  grace  ;  you  ftop  them 
in  a  thoufand  deeds  of  fervour  and  virtue,  which  they  dare 
not  expofe  to  the  impiety  ot  your  cenfures ;  in  fpite  of 
themfelves,  you  force  them  to  conform  to  your  habits  and 
maxims,  which  they  deteft,  to  abate  from  their  retirement, 
their  mortifications,  and  their  prayers ;  and  to  confecrate 
to  thefe  duties  only  thofe  concealed  moments  which  may 
efcape  your  knowledge  and  railleries ;  through  thefe  means, 

you 
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you  deprive  the  church  of  their  edifying  example  ;  you  de* 
prrve  the  weak  of  thofe  fuccours  which  they  would  other- 
wife  find  there ;  iinners  of  that  fhame  with  which  their 
pitfence  would  cover  them;  the  juft  of  that  confolation 
which  would  animate  them;  and  religion  of  a  fight  which 
would  do  it  honour. 

Alas,  my  brethren !  In  former  ages  tyrants  never  derid- 
ed Chriftians,  but  in  reproaching  to  them  their  pretended 
fnperftitions :  they  ridiculed  the  public  honours  which 
thej  faw  them  render  to  Jefus  Chrift»  a  perfon  crucifi- 
ed, and  the  preference  which  was  given  to  him  by  Chrif- 
tiahs,  over  Jupiter  and  all  the  gods  in  the  empire,  whofe 
wdHhip  was  become  refpe3able  through  the  pomp  and 
'magnificence  of  their  temples  and  altars,  the  antiquity  g€ 
the  laws,  and  the  majefty  of  the  Caefars :  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  beftowed  loud  and  public  praifes  on  their  man- 
ners ;  they  admired  their  modefty,  frugality,  charity,  pa- 
tience, innocept  and  mortified  life»  and  their  abfence  from 
theatres,  or  every  other  place  of  public  amufement ;  they 
could  not,  without  veneration,  regard  the  wife,  retired, 
modefty  humble,  and  benevolent  manners  of  thofe  fimple 
and  faithful  believers.  You,  on  the  contrary,  more  fenfe- 
lefs,  find  no  fault  with  them  for  adoring  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
for  placing  their  confidence  and  hope  of  falvation  in  the 
myftery  of  the  crofs;  but  you  find  it  ridiculous  that  they 
fliould  deny  themfelves  every  public  pleafure ;  that  they 
fhould  live  in  the  praflice  of  retirement,  mortification,  and 
prayer;  but  you  find  them  worthy  of  your  derifion  and  cen- 
fure,  becaufe  they  are  humble,  fimple,  chafte,  and  mo* 
deft :  and  the  Chriftian  life,  which  found  admirers  and 
panegyrifts  even  among  tyrants,  experiences  from  you  only 
mockery  and  profane  railleries. 

Vol-  IL  R  What 
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What  follyi  my  bretbreA  t  to  find  woi^by  of^  laughter 
JflF  the  world,  which  is  itfeif  but  a  mafs  ol  trifles  aad  abfuf' 
kilties,  only  thofe  who  know  its  frivolity,  and  whofe  only 
thoughts  are  bent  on  placing  themfelves  fecure  iron  the 
/wmk  to  comet  What  folly,  to  defpife  in  men  the  very 
qualities  which  render  them  pleafing  to  God,  refpcflable 
to  angels,  and  ufeful  to  their  fellow-creatures !  What  folly, 
to  be  convinced  that  an  eternal  bappinefs  or  inifery  awaits 
us,  yet  to  find  ridiculous  only  ihofie  who  are  interefied  ia 
fo  important  an  aflEiir  I 

Let  OS  hold  virtue  in  refpeS,  my  brethren,  it  alone  oa 
the  earth,  me^ts  our  admiration  and  praife.  If  we  find 
ourfelves  ftill  too  weak  to  fulfil  its  duties,  let  us  at  lea|||  bt 
tquitable,  and  «fteem  its  lui^re  and  innocence ;  if  we  can- 
not Uve  the  life  of  the  juft,  let  us  wifli  to  attain  it,  let  ua 
envy  their  lot ;  if  we  cannot  as  yet  imitate  their  example, 
let  us  confider  every  derifion  on  virtue  not  only  as  a  bla£- 
phemy  again  ft  the  holy  Spirit,  but  as  an  outrage  on  humai* 
nity  which  virtue  alone  honours  and  dignifies ;  far  from  re- 
proaching the  Godly  with  thofe  virtues  which  render  ihesa 
diflimilar  to  us,  let  us  reproach  ourfelves  with  the  vices 
which  prevent  us  from  refembling  them ;  in  a  word,  let  us, 
by  a  true  and  fincere  refpefl  for  piety,  deferve  to  obtain 
4>ne  day  the  gift  of  piety  itfeif. 

And  you,  my  brethren,  who  ferve  the  Lord,  remem- 
ber, that  the  interefts  of  virtue  are  in  your  hands ;  that  the 
weaknefTes,  the  ftains  with  which  you  blend  it,  become, 
as  I  may  fay,  ftains  on  religion  itfeif;  confider  bow  much 
the  world  expefis  from  you,  and  what  engagements  you 
contra6l  towards  the  public,  when  you  efpoufe  the  caufe 
of  piety ;  confider  with  what  dignity,  what  fidelity,  what 
reffefiability  you  ought  to  fupport  the  character  and  per- 

fooage 
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fonage  ot  a  fenrant  of  Jcfus  Chrift.  Yes,  my  brethren, 
let  us,  with  majefty,  fupport  the  interefts  of  piety,  againft 
the  fneers  of  thofe  who  defpife  it ;  let  us  purchafe  the 
right  of  being  infeofiblc  to -their  cenfurcs,  by  giving  no 
Foundation  for  th«m ;  let  os  force  the  wotld  to  rerpe6l  what 
k  cannot  love ;  let  us  not,  of  the  holy  profeflion  of  piety, 
make  a  fordid  gtin,  a  vile  worldly  interefl,  a  life  of  ill-na« 
ture  and  caprice,  a  claim  to  eflfeminacy  and  idlenefs,  a  (in«^ 
gularity  from  which  wetrrogaCe  boBOur,  «  prejudice,  a 
fpirit  of  intolerance  which  flatters  us,  and  a  fpirit  of  divi- 
fion  which  feparates  us  from  our  fellow-creatures  ;  let  us 
tBake  it  the  price  of  eceruity,  the  path  to  heaven,  the  rule 
of  our  duties,  and  the  reparation  of  our  crimes ;  a  fpirit 
#f  ilftdefty  which  makes  us  unafluming,  a  compunAion 
which  humbles  us,  a  gentlenefs  which  draws  us  to  our 
brethren,  a  charity  which  makes  us  bear  with  them,  m 

indulgence  which  attra£ls  their  regard,  a  fpirit  of  peaife 

■ 

ivhich  ties  us  to  them ;  and,  laAly,  an  union  of  hearts,  of 
defires,  of^BoSkions^  of  good  and  evil  on  the  earth;  which 
AaH  be  the  fore-runner  and  hope  of  thateteriial  union  which 
diafity  ts  to  confummate  in  beavcn« 


$£RMON 


X 


t 


•^. 


SERMON  V. 


RESPECT  IN  THE  TEMPLES  OF  GOD. 
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Matthew  xxi.  iz. 

And  Jfefus  went  into  the  temple  of  God^  and  caft  out  all 
them  that  fold  and  bought  in  the  temple^  and  overthrew 
the  tables  of  the  money -changers  and  the  feats  of  them 
that  fold  doves. 

lAr  HENCE  comer  this  afpeS  of  zeal  and  of  indignation 
which  Jefus  Chrifi,  on  this  occafion,  allows  his  counte- 
nance to  betray  7  Is  this  then  that  King  of  Peace  who  was 
to  appear  in  Sion  armed  with  his  m^eknefs  alone  ?  We 
have  feen  him  fitting  as  Judge  over  an  aduhrefs,  and  he 
hath  not  even  condemned  her.  We  have  feen  at  his  feet 
the  proftitute  of  the  city,  and  he  hath  gracioufly  forgiven 
her  debaucheries  and  fcandals.  His  difciples  wanted  the  fire 
of  heaven  to  defcend  upon  an  ungrateful  and  perverfe  city, 
but  he  reproached  them  with  being  dill  unacquainted  with 
that  new  fpirit  of  mercy  and  of  charity  which  he  came  to 
fpread  throughout  the  earth.  He  hath  juft  been  lamenting 
with  tears  the  miferies  which  threaten  Jerufalem,  that  crimi- 
nal city,  the  murderefs  of  the  prophets,  which  is  on  the  eve 
of  fealing  the  fentence  of  her  reprobation  by  the  iniquitous 
death  (be  is  fo  foon  to  infli£l  on  him  whom  God  had  Tent 
iff  be  her  Redeemer.  On  every  occafion  he  hath  appeared 
feeling  and  merciful ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  excefs 
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of  bis  meekners,  he  bath  been  called  the  friend  even  of 
publicans  and  finners. 

What  then  are  the  outrages  which  now  triumph  over  all 
his  clemency,  and  arm  his  gracious  hands  with  the  rod  of 
juftice  and  of  wrath  ?  The  holy  temple  is  profaned ;  bis 
Father's  houfe  is  di(honoured  ;  the  place  ot  prayer  and  the 
facred  afylum  of  the  penitent  is  turned  into  a  houfe  of  traf- 
fic and  of  avarice :  this  is  what  calls  the  lightning  into 
thofe  eyes  which  would  wifli  to  cail  only  looks  of  compaf- 
fion  upon  finners.  Behold  what  obliges  him  to  terminate  a 
miniftry  of  love  and  of  reconciliation,  by  a  £iep  of  feverity 
and  of  wrath  fimilar  to  that  with  which  he  had  opened  it. 
For  remark,  that  what  Jefus  Cbrift  doth  here,  in  terminating 
his  career,  he  had  already  done  when,  after  thirty-three 
years  of  a  private  life,  he  entered  for  the  firft  time  into  Je* 
rufalem,  there  to  open  his  miflion^  and  to  do  the  work  of 
his  Father.  It  might  befaid  that  he  had  himfelf  forgotten 
that  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  of  long.fuffering  which  was  to 
diftinguifli  his  miniftry  from  that  of  the  ancient  covenant^ 
and  under  which  he  was  announced  by  the  prophets. 

Many  other  fcandals,  befides  thofe  feen  in  the  temple, 
doubtlefs  took  place  in  that  ciiy,  and  were  perhaps  no  lefs 
worthy  of  the  zeal  and  the  chaftifement  of  the  Saviour ; 
but,  as  if  his  Father's  glory  had  been  lefs  wounded  by 
them,  he  can  conceal  them  for  a  time,  and  delay  their 
punifhment.  He  burfts  not  forth  at  once  againft^e  hypoc- 
rify  of  the  pharifees,  and  the  corruption  of  the  Icribes  and 
priefts  ;  but  the  chaftifement  of  the  profaners  of  the  tem- 
ple can  admit  of  no  delay ;  his  zeal  on  this  occafion  ad- 
mits oi  no  bounds  ;  and  fcarcely  is  he  entered  into  Jeru- 
falem  when  he  flies  to  the  holy  place,  to  avenge  the  honour 
of  his  Father  there  infulted,  and  the  glory  of  hU  houfe 
which  they  diftionour.  Of 
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Of  all  crimefi,  in  effe£l,  by  which  the  grt^in%b  of  Cod 
is  infuhcd,  I  fee  almoft  none  more  deferving  of  hit  cluif* 
tifements  than  Che  profanations  of  his  temples ;  and  thejr 
irt  To  much  the  more  criminal,  as  the  difpofitions  required 
of  us  bf  religion,  when  affifiing  there,  ought  to  be  more 
holy. 

For,  ray  brethren,  fince  our  temples  are  a  new  heaven, 
where  God  dwelleth  with  men,  they  require  the  fame  dif* 
pofitions  of  us  as  thofeof  the  blefled  in  the  heavenly  tem- 
ple ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  earthly  altar,  being  the  fame  as 
that  of  heaven,  and  the  Lamb,  who  oflers  himfel^  and  is 
facrificed  there,  being  the  fame,  the  difpofitions  of  thofe 
around  him  ought  to  be  alike.  Now,  the  firft  difpofition  of 
the  blefled  before  the  throne  of  God  and  the  altar  of  tha 
Liamb,  is  a  difpofition  of  purity  and  innocence.  The  fe« 
cond,  a  difpofition  of  religion  and  internal  humiliation. 
Thirdly,  and  laftly,  a  difpofition  even  of  decency  and  of 
modefty  in  drefs.  Three  difpofitions  which  comprife  all 
the  feelings  of  faith  with  which  we  ought  to  enter  the  tem. 
pies  of  God ;  a  difpofition  of  purity  and  innocence ;  a  dif- 
pofition of  adoration  and  internal  humiliation  ;  a  difpofition 
even  of  external  decency  and  modefty  in  drefs. 

Part  I.  The  whole  univerfe  is  a  temple,  which  God 
lllleth  with  bis  glory  and  with  his  prefence.  Wherever  we 
go,  fays  the  apoftle,  he  is  always  befide  us,;  in  him  we 
live,  move,  and  have  our  being.  If  we  mount  up  to  tbt 
heavens,  he  is  (here  j  if  we  plunge  to  the  centre,  there  we 
Ihall  find  him ;  if  we  traverfe  the  ocean  on  the  wings  of 
the  winds,  it  is  his  hand  that  guides  us ;  and  he  is  alike  the 
God  of  the  difiant  ifles  which  know  him  not,  as  of  the 
kiBgdoms  and  regions  which  invoke  his  name. 

NeverthelefSf- 
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KcvtrtheUrs,  in  all  timei^  men  have  confecrated  pkcai 
to  bim  which  he  bath  honoured  with  a  fpecial  preie»c«. 
The  patriarchs  erefted  alurs  to  him  on  certain  fpou  where 
he  bad  appeared*  The  Ifraelitet,  in  the  dereit  confidered 
the  tabematie  as  the  place  in  which  his  glory  and  his  pre* 
fence  continually  re6ded;  and,  come  afterwards  to  Jeiu» 
fidem,  they  no  more  invoked  him  with  the  folemnity  of  inu 
tenfe  and  of  viRims,  but  in  that  auguft  temple  erefied  u^ 
him  by  Solomon.  It  was  the  firft  teipple  confecrated  by 
men  to  the  true  God.  It  was  the  mod  holy  place  in  the 
nniverfe;  the  only  one  where  it  was  permitted  to  oflfer  up 
gifts  and  facrifices  to  the  Lord.  From  all  quarters  of  the  ^ 
earth  the  Ifraelites  were  obliged  to  come  there  to  worflup 
'him ;  captives  in  foreign  kingdoms,  their  eyes^  their  with* 
<s,  and  their  homages  were  iivceffantty  bent  towards  the  Ikk 
ly  place ;  in  the  midft  of  Babylon*  Jerufalcm  and  her  tem^ 
pie  were  always  the  ftHirce  of  their  delight,  of  their  regrets^ 
and  the  objeft  of  their  worihip  and  of  their  prayers  i  and 
Daniel  cfaofe  to  expofe  himfelf  to  all  the  fury  of  the  lions% 
luther  than  to  fail  in  that  pious  duty,  and  to  deprive  hinw 
(elf  of  that  confolation.  Jerufalem  indeed  had  often  feen 
infidel  princes,  attraAed  by  the  fan£tity  and  the  fame  of 
her  temple,  coming  to  render  homage  to  a  God  whom  they 
knew  not ;  and  Alexander  himfelf,  ftruck  with  the  majeftf 
of  that  place,  and  with  the  auguft  gravity  of  its  venerable 
pontiff',  remembered  that  he  was  man,  and  bowed  his  proudi 
head  before  the  god  of  hofts  whom  they  there  wortiipped. 

At  the  birth  of  the  gofpel,  the  houfes  of  belivers  were 
•t  firft  domeftic  churches.  The  cruelty  of  tyrants  obliged 
thofe  firft  difciples  of  faith  to  feck  obfcure  and  hidden  pla« 
CCS,  to  conceal  them  from  the  rage  of  the  perfecutions^ 
there  to  celebrate  the  holy  myfteries,  and  to  invoke  «the 
name  of  At  Lord*  The  majefty  o{  the  ceremonies  enter- 
ed 
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.ed  into  the  church  only  with  that  of  the  Cefars  \  .Religion 
bad  its  Davids  and  its  Solomons  who  bluflied  to  inhabit  fuperb 
•palaces,  while  the  Lord  hath  not  whereon  to  lay  his  head  : 
fumptuous  edifices  gradually  rofe  up  in  our  cities  :  the  God 
of  heaven  and  of  the  earth  again,  if  I  dare  to  fay  fo,  re- 
fumed  his  rights ;  and  the  temples  then^felves  where  the  de« 
jnon  had  fo  long  been  invoked*  were  reftored  to  him  as  to 
their  rightful  mailer,  confecrated  to  his  worfliip,  and  be« 
came  his  dwelling  place. 

.  But  here  they  are  no  mpre  empty  temples  like  that  of 
Jerufalem,  where  every  thing  took,  place  figuratively.  The 
Xiord  ftill  dwelt  in  the  heavens,  faid  the  prophet,  and  his 
thinone  was  ftill  above  the  clouds;  but  fince  he  hath  deign- 
ed to  appear  upon  the  earth,  to  hold  converfe  with  men,, 
and  to  leave  us,  in  the  myftical  benedifiions,  the  real  pledge 
of  his  body  and  of  his  blood,  aSually  contained  under 
thefe  facred  figns,  the  heavenly  altar  hath  no  longer  any 
advantage  over  ours  ;  the  vifiim  which  we  there  immolate 
is  the  Lamb  of  God ;  the  bread  in  which  we  participate  is 
the  immortal  food  of  the  angels  and  blefled  fpirits ;  the 
myftical  wine  we  there  drink  is  that  new  beverage  with 
which  they  make  glad  in  the  kingdom  of  the  heavenly  Fa- 
ther ;  the  facred  canticle  we  there  fing,  is  that  which  the 
celeftial  harmony  makes  continually  to  refound  around  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb ;  laftly,  our  temples  are  thofe  new 
heavens  promifed  by  the  prophet  to  men.  We  fee  not  ful- 
ly there,  it  is  true,  all  that  is  feen  in  the  heavenly  Jerufa- 
lem, for  here  below  we  fee  only  myftically,  and,  as  it 
were,  through  a  veil ;  but  we  poflefs  him,  we  enjoy  him, 
and  heaven  hath  no  longer  any  advantage  over  the  earth. 

•    Now,  I  fay,  that  our  temples  being  a  new  heaven,  filled 
with  the  glory  and  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  inpocence  and 
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purity  are  the  firft  difpofidon  by  which  we  are  entitled^ 
like  the  blelTed  ia  die  eternal  temple,  to  appear  there  ;  fo^ 
the  Gody  before  whom  we  appear,  it  an  holy  God. 

In  effefl,  my  brethren,  the  fanfiity  of  God,  fpread 
throughout  the  univede,  it  one  of  the  greateft  motives 
held  out  byieligioQ  to  induce  us  every  where  to  walk  bew 
fors  htm  in  purity  and  in  innocence.  As  all  creatures  are 
fan&ified  by  the  intimate  refidence  of  the  divinity  who 
dwelleth  in  them,  and  all  places  are  full  of  his  glory  and 
immenflty,  the  divine  writings  inceflantly  warn  us  every 
where  to  refpefi  the  prefence  of  God  who  feeth  and  who 
watcheth  us;  on  no  occafion  to  offer  any  thing  to  his  tycs 
which  may  wound  the  {an&ity  of  his  regards ;  and  not  to 
fully  with  our  crimes  that  earth  which  wholly  is  his  tern* 
pie  and  the  dwelling-place  of  his  glory.  The  finner,  who 
bears  an  impure  confcience,  is  therefore  a  kind  of  profahet 
unworthy  of  living  upon  the  earth ;  for,  by  the  fole  fitua^ 
tionof  his  corrupted  heart,  he  every  where  diflionburs  the 
prefence  of  the  holy  God  who  is  ever  befide  him,  and  he 
profanes  every  fpot  where  he  bears  his  crimes,  for  all  pla- 
ces  are  fanfiified  through  the  immeafity  of  the  God  who 
£Ueth  and  confecrateth  them. 

But,  if  the  univerfal  prefence  of  God  be  a  reafon  why 
we  fliottld  every  where  appear  pure  and  without  {lain  to  his 
eyes,  doubtlefs  thofe  places  which  in  that  univerfe,  are 
particularly  confecrated  to  him,  our  temples,  in  which  the 
divinity,  as  I  may  fay,  corporeally  refides,  much  more 
require  that  we  fliould  appear  in  them  pure  and  without 
ftain,  left  the  fan£lity  of  the  God  who  tlieth  and  dwelleth 
in  them  be  diflionoured. 
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Thus,  when  the  Lord  bad  permitted  Solomon  to  ere£l, 
to  his  glory  that  temple  To  famed  for  its  magnificence,  and 
fo  venerable  through  the  fplendour  of  its  worihip  aiid  the 
majefty  of  its  ceremonies,  what  rigid  precautions  did  he 
not  take',  left  men  fliould  abufe  his  goodnefs  in  choo(ing  a 
.fpecial  dwelling-place  amid  them,  and  left  they  fliould  dare 
to  appear  there,  in  his  prefence,  covered  with  ftains  and 
•defilements  !  What  barriers  did  he  not  place  betwixt  him- 
felf,  as  I  may  fay,  and  man ;  and,  in  drawing  near  to  us, 
vhat  an  interval  did  not  his  holinefs  leave  betwixt  the  fpot 
^filled  with  his  prefence,  and  the  eyes  of  the  people  who 
came  to  invoke  him  ! 

.  Yes,  my  brethren^  hear  adefcription  of  it.  Within  the 
circle  of  that  vaft  edifice  which  Solomon  confecrated  to 
the  majefty  of  the  God  of  his  fathers,  the  Lord  chofe,  for 
the  place  of  his  abode,  only  the  moft  retired  and  the  moft 
inacceflible  fpot ;  that  was  the  holy  of  holies,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  fole  fpot  of  that  immenfe  temple  which  was  regarded  as 
the  dwelling-place  and  the  temple  of  the  Lord  upon  the 
earth*  And,  befides,  what  terrible  precautions  defended 
its  entry  !  An  outer  and  far  diftant  wall  furrounded  it ; 
and  there,  the  gentiles  and  foreigners,  who  wiflied  to  be  in« 
ftru£led  in  the  law,  could  only  approach.  Secondly,  An- 
other wall  very  diftant  concealed  it ;  and  there  the  Ifrael- 
^tes  alone  were  entitled  to  enter  ;  yet  was  it  neceflary  that 
they  fliould  be  free  from  ftain,  and  that  they  had  carefully 
purified  themfelves,  through  ftated  faftings  and  ablutions, 
before  they  fliould  dare  to-approacb  a  place  ftill  fo  diftant 
from  the  holy  of  holies.  Thirdly,  Another  wall  more  ad- 
vanced ftiU  leparated  it  from  the  reft  of  the  teipple;  and 
there  the  priefts  alone  entered  eveqr  day  to  offer  facrifices, 
aiid.to*renew  the  facred  loaves  expofed  upon  the  altar.  The 
leqtiired  that  every  odier  Ifraelite  who  fliould  dare  to 
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^proach  it  flibuM  be  ftoned  as  a  facrilegious  profaner ;  and 
^en  a  king  of  Ifrael,  who  thought  himfelf  entitled,  thrqugh 
his  regal  dignity,  to  come  there  to  offer  up  ineeDfe,  wa» 
inftantly  covered  with  leprofy,  degraded  from  his  royahy, 
and  excluded  for  the  reft  of  his  life  from  all  fociety  and 
commerce  with  men.     Laftly,  After  fo  many  barriers  and 
reparations  appeared  the  holy  of  holies;  thai  place,  fo  ter-^ 
rible  and  fo  concealed,  covered  with  an  impenetrable  vdl^ 
inacceifible  to  every  mortal,  to  every  righteous,  to  every* 
prophet,  even  to  every  minifter  of  the  Lord,  the  fovereign 
pontiff  alone  excepted  ;  and,  even  he  was  entitled  to  ap?« 
pear  there  only  once  in  the  year,  after  a  thogfand  ftri£b 
and  religious   precautions,  and  bearing  in   his  hand  the 
blood  of  the  viflim  for  which  alone  the  gates  oi  that  fa« 
cred  place  were  opened. 

Yet,  after  all,  what  did  that  holy  of  holies,  that  fpot  fo 
formidable  and  fo  inacceffible,  contain  ?  The  tables  of  tho 
law,  the  manna,  the  rod  of  Aaron ;  empty  figures,  and 
the  Oiadows  of  iuturity  :  The  holy  God  himfelf,  wbo 
fometimes  gave  out  from  thence  his  oracles,  yet  dwelt  not 
there  as  in  the  fan£luary  of  Chriftians,  the  gates  of  which 
are  indifcriminately  opened  to  every  believer. 

Now,  my  brethren,  if  the  goodnefs  of  Cod^  in  a  law 
of  love  and  grace,  hath  no  longer  placed  thefe  terrible  bar«^ 
riers  betwixt  him  and  us,  if  he  hath  deftroyed  that  wall  of 
feparation  which  removed  him  fo  far  from  man,  and  hath 
permitted  to  every  believer  to  approach  the  holy  of  holies, 
where  he  himfelf  now  dwelleth,  it  is  not  that  his  fan6lity 
exa£ls  lefs  purity  and  innocence  of  thofe  who  come  to  pre- 
fent  themfelves  before  him.  His  deGgn  hath  only  been  to 
render  us  more  pure,  more  holy,  and  more  faithful,  and  to 
make, us  feel  what  ought  to  be  the  fan&ity  of  4  £briftiai% 
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ftdng  he  is  every  day  obliged  to  fupport  at  the  foot  of  the 
alur,  and  of  the  terrible  fanfiuary ,  the  prefence  of  the  Codv 
whom  he  invokes  and  whom  he  worihips. 

» 

And  for  this  reafon  it  ir  that  Peter  calls  all  Chriftians  an 
Itoly  nation  ;  for  they  are  equally  entitled  to  prefent  them- 
Selves  before  the  holy  altar;  a  chofen  generation,  for  they 
9re  all  feparated  from  the  world  and  from  every  profane 
cuftom,  confecrated  to  the  Lord,  and  folely  deftined  to 
his  worftip  and  to  his  fervice ;  and,  laftly,  a  royal  prieft- 
hood,  for  they  all  participate,  in  one  fenfe,  in  the  priefthood 
oi  his  Son,  the  High  Prieft  of  the  new  law,  and  becaafe 
Ihe  privilege  of  entering  into  the  holy  of  holies,  formerly 
granted  to  the  fovereign  pontiflF  alone,  is  become  as  the 
common  and  daily  right  of  every  believer. 

It  is  folely  through  the  fandity,  then,  of  our  bapttfm 
and  of  our  confecration,  that  thefe  facred  gates  are  open  to 
us.  If  impure,  we,  in  fome  refped,  forfeit  this  right ;  we 
have  no  longer  a  part  in  the  altar ;  we  are  no  longer  worthy 
of  the  aflembly  of  the  holy,  and  the  temple  of  God  is  no 
longer  for  us. 

Our  temples,  my  brethren,  ought  therefore  to  be  the 
houfe  of  the  righteous  alone.  Every  thing  that  takes  place 
there  fuppofes  righteoufnefs  and  fanfiity  in  the  fpe&ators ; 
the  myfleries  which  we  there  celebrate  are  holy  and  awful 
myileries,  and  which  require  pure  eyes ;  the  vi£kim  we 
there  offer  up  is  the  reconciliation  of  the  penitent,  or  the 
bread  of  the  firong  and  perfe£l ;  the  facred  anthems  heard 
there  are  the  groanings  ot  a  contrite  heart,  or  the  (ighs  of  a 
chafte  and  believing  foul.  And  on  this  account  it  is  that 
the  church  takes  care  to  purify  even  every  thing  that 
is  to  appear  on  the  altar  :  (he  confecrates  with  prayers  even 
'^  *  the 
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Ae  ftones  of  thefe  holy  buildings,  as  if  to  render  them 
worthy  of  fuftaining  the  prefence  and  the  looks  of  the  God 
who  dwelleth  in  them  :  (he  expofes  at  the  doors  of  our 
temples  a  water  fanSified  by  prayers,  and  recommends  to 
believers  to  fprinkle  it  over  their  heads  before  they  enter 
into  the  holy  place,  as  if  to  complete  their  purificattott 
from  any  flight  ftains  which  might  fiiH  remain ;  left  the 
fan£lity  oi  the  God  before  whom  they  come  to  appeae 
ihould  be  injured  by  them. 

FcMinerly,  the  church  permitted  not,  within  the  circle 
of  her  facred  walls,  even  tombs  to  the  bodies- of  beiievcrt : 
Ihe  received  not  into  that  holy  fpot  the  fpoils  of  their  mor- 
tality :  flie  did  not  believe  that  the  temple  oi  God,  thai 
new  heaven  filled  with  his  prefence  and  glory,  fhould 
ferve  as  an  afylum  to  the  aflies  of  thofe  whom  ihe  number- 
ed 210I  as  yet  among  the  blefled. 

Tlie  public  penitents  themfdves  were^  for  a  long  time, 
excluded  from  aflifting  at  the  holy  myfteries.  Proftrated 
at  the  doors  of  the  temple,  covered  with  hair-cloth  and 
MktSf  even  the  aflembly  of  believers  was  denied  to  them 
equally  as  to  the  anathematifed ;  their  tears  and  their  mor- 
tifications alone  could  at  length  open  to  them  thefe  facred 
gates.  And  what  delight,  when,  after  having  groaned  for*, 
and  fupplicated  their  reconciliation,  they  found  themfelves 
in  the  temple  among  their  brethren  ;  they  once  more  be- 
held thofe  altars,  that  fanfluary,  thofe  minifiers  fo  deeply 
engaged  in  the  awful  myfteries;  they  heard  their  names 
pronounced  at  the  altar  with  thofe  of  the  believers,  and 
fung  with  them  hymns  and  holy  fongs !  What  tears  of 
rapture  and  of  religion  were  then  not  Oied !  What  regret 
for  having  To  long  deprived  themfelves  of  fo  fweet  a  con« 
fdation !    t  fingie  day,   O  my  God,    pafled  in  thy  holy 
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houfe»  cried  they  no  doubt  with  the  prophet,  is  more  con^ 
foling  to  the  heart,  than  whole  years  fpent  in  pleafure,  and 
in  the  tents  of  thewicked !  Such  were  formerly  the  tem- 
plet of  Chriftians.  Far  from  thefe  facred  walls,  faid  then 
the  minifter  with  a  loud  voice  to  all  the  aOembly  of  belie-' 
vers,  far  from  thefefacred  walls  be  the  unclean,  the  impure^ 
the  worfbippers  of  idols,  and  whofoever  loveth  or  mak- 
cth  a  lie. 

The  church,  it  is  true,  tio  longer  makes  this  rigorous 
difcrimination»  •  The  multitude  of  believers,  and  the  de- 
pravation of  manners,  having  rendered  it  impoilible,  (he 
optns  the  gates  of  our  temples  indifferently  to  the  righteous, 
and  to  Gnners  :  ihe  draws  the  veil  of  her  fanfiuary  in  pre- 
fence  evenof  the  profane :  and,  in  order  to  begin  the  aw- 
ful myfteries,  her  minifters  no  longer  wait  the  departure  of 
the  iinful  and  unclean.  But  the  church  fuppofes,  that,  if 
you  be  not  righteous  in  coming  here  to  appear  before  the 
majefty  of  a  God  fo  holy,  you  bring  with  you  at  Icaft  de- 
fires  of  righteoufnefs  and  of  penitence :  (he  fuppofes,  that, 
if  not  yet  altogether  purified  from  your  crimes,  you  at 
leaft  feel  contrition  for  them ;  that  you  come  to  lament 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  altar ;  and  that  your  confufion  and 
the  (incere  regret  of  your  faults,  are  now  to  begin  here 
your  j  unification  and  your  innocence. 

If  finners,  it  is  your  defires  towards  a  more  Chriftian 
life  which  alone  can  authorife  your  appearing  in  this  holy 
place;  and,  if  you  come  not  here  to  lament  over  your 
crimes,  but  bring  with  you,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  altar» 
the  will,  and  the  adual  and  rooted  afiedion  for  them,  the 
church,  it  is  true,  who  fees  not,  nor  judges  the  heart,  ex- 
cludes you  not  from  thefe  facred  walls  ;  but  God  invifibly 
rejeOeth  you.    In  his  eyes  you  are  accurfed  and  excom- 
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aunicated,.  and  have  no  right  in  the  altar,  or  in  the  facri- 
fices ;  you  are  one  who  comes  to  lUin»  by  your,  fole  pre- 
fence,  the  fanClity  of  the  awful  myfteries,  tO;  feat  your- 
Jelf  in  a  plajce  where  you  have  noxight  to  be  featied,  and 
from  whence  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  .who.  watches. at  the 
gate  of  the  temple  invifibly.  chafes  you^  as  he  formerly 
chafed  the  fiifi  finner  from  that  place  of  innocence  and  of 
fanfiity,  which  the  Lord  fan£lified  with  his  prefence. 

And  in  eiled,  to  feel  guilty  of  the  moft  fliameful  crimes^ 
and  to  come  to  appear  here  in  the  moil  holy  place  of  4be 
xarth ;  to  come  to  appear  before  God,  without  being  at 
Jeaft  touched  with  fliame  and  forrow,  without  thinking  at 
•  :leaft  upon  the  means  of  quitting  fo  deplorable  a  fituatioo, 
without  at  leaft  wiihing  it, « forming  fome  fenttments  of 
xeligion ;  to  bring  even  to  the  foot  of  the  altar  defiled>  bo- 
dies and  fouls ;  to  force  the  eyes  even  of  God,  as  I  may 
fay,  to  familiarife  themfelves  with  guilt,  without  at  leaft 
confeiEng  to  him  the  forrow  of  thus  appe^uring  btfore  him 
covered  with  (hame  and  reproach,  and  fayipg  to  him  Kke 
Peter ;  *'  Depart  from  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  a  Gnful  man  ;'* 
or,  like  the. prophet,  *'  Hide  thy  face  from  my  fins,' and 
•«  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities,"  that  I  may  be  worthy  of 
appearing  here  in  thy  prefence,  is  to  profane  the  tempie  of 
God,  to  infult  his  glory  and  majefiy,  and  the  fan&ity  of 
his  royfteries. 

For,  my  dear  hearer,  be  whom  ye  may  who  come  to.af- 
fift  here,  you  come  to  offer  up  fpiritually  with  the  prieft 
the  awful  facrifice :  you  come  to  prefent  to  God  the  blood 
of  his  Son,  as  the  propitiation  ot  your  (ins  :  you  come  to 
appeafe  his  juftice,  through  the  dignity  and  the  excellence 
oi  thefe  holy  offerings ;  and  to  reprefent  to  him  the  claim 
Khich  you  have  upon  his  mercies,  c^vejr  fince  the  blood  ot 
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his  Son  htth  purified  you ;  and  that  you  no  longer  form 
in  one  fenfe  with  him,  but  one  lame  priefl,  and  one  fame 
vi6tim.  Now.  when  you  appear  with  an  hardened  and  cor- 
rupted hearty  without  any  fentiment  of  faith»  or  any  de« 
fire  of  amendments  you  difavow  the  mini  dry  of  the 
prieft  who  oflfers  in  your  ftead :  you  difavow  the  prayeo 
he  fends  up  to  the  Lord,  in  which,  through  the  mouth  of 
the  prieft,  you  entreat  him  to  caft  his  propitious  looks  on 
thofe  holy  offerings  which  are  upon  the  altar,  and  to  ac- 
cept of  them  as  the  price  of  the  abolition  of  your  crimes : 
you  even  infult  the  love  ot  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  who  re^ 
news  the  grand  obje£l  of  your  redemption,  and  who  preti 
fents  you  to  his  Father  as  a  portion  of  that  pure  and  fpoi^ 
leiis  church  which  he  hath  waflied  in  his  blood :  you  infuk 
the  piety  of  the  church,  who,  believing  you  united  in  her 
faith  and  in  her  charity,  places  in  your  mouth,  through 
the  hynms  which  accompany  the  holy  myfteries,  fentiroents 
of  retfgion,  of  Ibrrow,  and  of  penitence:  Laftly,  You 
deceiiFe  the  faith  and  the  piety  of  the  righteous  there  pre* 
fent,  and  who,  confidering  yon  as  forming  with  them  on^ 
ly  one  heart,  one  mind,  and  one  fame  facrifice,  Join  them- 
felves  with  you,  and  offer  to  the  Lord  your  faith,  your 
defires,  your  prayers  as  their  own.  You  are  there,  then, 
as  an  anathematifed,  feparated  from  all  the  reft  of  your 
brethren ;  an  impoftor,  who  fecretly  difavow  what  you 
are  publicly  proiefling,  and  who  come  to  infult  religion, 
and  to  rejefi  all  (hare  in  the  redemption  and  in  the  facrifice 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  very  moment  that  he  is  renewing 
the  memory,  and  offering  up  the  price  of  it  to  his  Fstfher. 

What  are  we  thence  to  conclude  ?  That,  if  a  finner,  we 
are  to  banifli  ourfelves  from  our  temples,  and  from  the  ho* 
ly  myfteries  f  God  forbid.  Ah !  then  it  is  that  we  ought 
to  Cflme  to  this  holy  place  in  fcarch  of  our  deliverance ; 
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tten  it  is  that  we  ought  to  come  to  folicit,  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord,  ever  ready  ia 
that  place  to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  Itnners  ;  then  it  it 
that  we  ought  to  call  in  every  religious  aid  held  out  ta 
faith,  to  aroufe  in  ourfeives,  it  poflible*  fome  ientimentt 
of  piety  and  of  repentance.  And  whither,  O  my  brethren* 
(ball  we  fly,  when  unhappily  fallen  under  the  difpleafure 
of  God !  And  what  other  refource  could  remain  for  us  ? 
It  is  here  alone  that  (inners  can  find  a  refuge  :  here  flow 
the  quickening  waters  of  the  facrament,  which^ alone  have 
Che  virtue  of  purifying  the  confcience :  here  the  Tacrifice 
ef  propitiation  is  offered  up  for  them,  alone  capable  of 
appealing  the  juftice  of  God,  which  their  crimes  have  ir- 
ritated :  here  the  truths  of  falvation,  enforced  upon  their 
heart,  infpire  them  with  hatred  againA  (in  and  love  of 
righteoufnefs  :  here  their  ignorance  is  enlightened,  their 
errors  difltpated,  their  weafcnefii  fuftained,  their  good  defires 
firengthened  :  here,  in  a  word,  religion  offers  remedies  for 
ail  their  ills.  It  is  finners,  therefore,  who  ought  moft  to 
frequent  thefe  holy  temples ;  and  the  more  their  woundt. 
are  inveterate  and  hopelefs,  the  more  eagerly  ought  they  to 
fly  here  in  fearch  of  a  cure. 

Such  is  the  firft  difpofition  of  innocence  and  of  purity, 
which  the  prefence  here  of  an  holy  God  requires  of  us,  as 
of  the  blefled  in  heaven :  *<  For  they  are  without  fault  be* 
**  fore  the  throne  of  God." 

;  But  if  the  fole  fiate  of  guilt,  without  remorfe,  without 
any  wi(h  for  a  change,  and  with  an  a£lual  intention  of  per- 
bvering  in  it,  be  a  kind  of  irreverence,  by  which  the  fanc- 
tity  of  our  temples  and  of  our  myfteries  is  profaned ;  what, 
O  my  God !  (hall  it  be  to  choofe  theCe  holy  places,  and  the 
hour  of  the  awful  myfteries,  to  come  to  infpire  infamous  paf* 
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ions  ;  to  pennit  themfel^es  impure  looks  ;  tofbnn  crini}-» 
aal  defires;  to  feek  opportunities  which  decency  alone 
prevents  them  from  feektng  elfewhere;  to  meet  objeAs 
whom  the  vigilance  of  thofe  who  inftruA  us  keeps  at  a 
diftance  in  all  other  reforts  ?  What  (ball  it  be  to  make  in- 
ftnimental  toguih,  what  in  religion  is  mod  holy  ;  to  choofe 
tfay  prefence,  great  God !  to  conceal  the  fecret  of  an  im* 
^ure  paffion»  and  to  make  thy  holy  temple  a  rendezvous  of 
iniquity^  a  place  more  dangerous  than  even  thofe  aflem^ 
Mies  of  fin  which  religion  interdifls  to  believers  ?  What 
guilt,  to  come  to  crucify  afreOi  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  verf 
place  where  he  offers  himfelf  up  for  us  tvery  day  to  his  Fai^ 
tber  I  What  guilt,  to  employ,  in  order  to  forward  our  own 
ruin,  the  very  hour  in  which  the  myfteries  of  falvation,  and 
the  redemption  of  all  men«  are  operated !  What  madnefs, 
to  come  to  choofe  the  eyes  of  our  Judge  to  render  him  the 
witnefs  of  our  crimes,  and  of  his  prefence  to  make  the 
mod  horrible  caufe  of  our  condemnation  !  What  a  neg- 
hEt  of  Godt  and  what  a  mark  of  reprobation  to  change  the 
fiicred  afylums  of  our  reconciliation  into  opportunities  of 
debauchery  and  licentioufnefs ! 

Great  God !  when  infulted  on  mount  Calvary,  where 
thou  wert  ftill  a  fufiering  God,  the  tombs  opened  around 
Jerufalem ;  the  dead  arofe,  as  if  to  reproach  to  their  de- 
fcendants  the  horror  of  their  facrilege*  Ah  !  reanimate 
then  the  afhes  of  our  fathers  who  await,  in  this  holy  temple, 
the  blefled  immortality ;  let  their  bodies  rife  out  of  thefe 
pompous  tombs  which  our  vanity  hath  ere£led  to  them  ; 
and,  inflamed  with  an  holy  indignation  againft  irreverences 
which  crucify  thee  afrefii,  and  which  profane  the  facred 
afylum  of  the  remains  of  their  mortality,  let  them  ap* 
pear  upon  thefe  monuments ;  and  fince  our  inftni3iont 
and  our  tbseatenings  ait  unavailing,  let  them  cMie  thern*^ 
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tdvtn  to  reprotch  lo  their  fucceflbri  their  irrcngion  ud 
Iheir  Tacrtleges.  But  if  the  terror  of  thy  prefence,  O  mf 
God  I  be  fiifficient  to  retain  them  in  refped,  were  the  dead 
even  to  rife  up«  as  thou  haft  formerly  faid«  they  would*  io 
eonfequence  of  it»  be  neither  more  religious  nor  more  be* 
lieviag. 

But  if  the  prefence  of  an  holy  God  require  here,  as  of 
the  blefled  in  heaven,  a  difpofition  of  purity  and  innocencei 
the  prefence  of  a  God»  terrible  and  full  of  majefty.  re* 
^ires  one  of  dread  and  of  intemai  colle£tion :  Secbed 
difpofition^  marked  by  the  profound  humiliation  of  the* 
bkffed  in  the  heavenly  temple ;  **  And  they  fell  before  the 
^  throne  on  their  faces,  and  worfliipped  God/' 

Part  II.  God  is  fpirit  and  truth,  and  it  is  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth  that  he  requireth  principally  to  be  honoured^ 
That  difpofition  of  profound  humiliation,  which  we  owe  to 
him  in  our  tftnples,  confifts  not,  therefore,  folely  in  the 
external  pofture  of  our  bodies;  it  alfo  comprifes,  like  thas 
of  the  blefled  in  heaven,  a  fpirit  of  adoration,  of  praife* 
of  prayer,  and  of  thankfgiving ;  and  fuch  is  that  fpirit  of 
religion  and  of  humiliation  which  God  demandeth  of  us  in 
the  holy  temple,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  blefled  in  the  heavenly 
temple. 

I  fay  a  fpirit  of  adoration ;  for  as  it  is  here  that  God 
manifefleth  his  wonders  and  his  fupreme  greatnefs,  andde* 
fcendeth  from  heaven  to  receive  our  homages,  the  firft  fenti- 
ment  which  fliould  be  formed  within  us  on  entering  into 
this  holy  place,  is  a  fentiment  of  terror,  of  filence,  and 
profound  recolle£lion,  of  internal  humiliation,  on  viewing 
the  majefty  of  the  moft  High  and  our  own  meannefs  ;  to 
be  occupied  with  God  alone,  who  flieweth  himfelf  to  us,  to 
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feel  all  the"  weight  of  his  gioiry  and  of  hit  prefence  ;  td^ 
colle3  all  our  attention,  all  our  thoughts,  all  our  defires, 
our  whole  foul,  to  pay  him  the  homage  of  it,  and  to  caft 
it  wholly  at  the  feet  of  the  God  whom  we  worfhip  ;  to  for« 
get  all  the  grandeurs  ot  the  earth ;  to  fee  only  him,  to  be 
occupied  only  with  him ;  and,  by  our  profound  humiliation*^ 
to  confefs,  like  the  blefled  in  heaven,  that  he  alone  is  aU 
>n>gi)ty,  alone  immortal,  alone  great,  alone  worthy  of  all 
our  love  and  of  our  homages. 

:  But,  alas  I  my  brethren.  Where,   in  our  temples  are 
tbofe  refpeQful  fouls,  who,  feized  with  an  holy  dread  at 
the  fight  of  thefe  facred  places,  feel  all  the  weight  of  the 
inajefiy  of  the  God  who  dwelleth  in  them>  and  are  incapa- 
ble  of  fupporting  the  fplendour  of  his  prefence,  otherwife 
than  in  the  immobility  of  an  humiliated  body  and  the  pro« 
found  religion  of  a  foul  who  adores  ?  Where  are  thofe 
who,  lofing  fight  of  all  the  grandeurs  of  the  earth,  are  here 
occupied  with  that  of  God  alone  ?  Let  us  boMly  fay  it  be- 
fore a  king  whofe  profound  refpe3,  at  the  feet  of  the  altar, 
does  equal  honour  to  religion  and  to  himfelf  ;  it  is  not  to 
honour  the  God  who  dwelleth  here,  that  too  many  enter 
intoihis  holy  temple ;  it  is  to  cover  themfelves  with  the 
cloak#of  piety,  and  to  make  it  inftrumental  towards  views 
and  interefts,  which   fincere  piety  condemns ;  they  come 
to  bow  their  knee,  as  Haman  bowed  it  before  the  profane 
altar,  to  attract  the  regard^,  and  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  prince  who  worfliips  ;  they  come  there  to  feek  another 
God  than  he  who  appears  on  our  altars ;  to  make  their  court 
to  another  mailer  than  the  fupreme  Matter ;  to  feek  other 
favours  than  the  grace  of  fieaven,  and  to  attra3  the  kind- 
nefs  of  another  pay-mafter  than  the  immortal  Rewarder. 
Amid  a  crowd  oi  worfhippers  he  is  an  unknown  God  in 
his  own  temple,  as  he  formerly  was  in  the  pagan  Athens. 

Every 
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Every  look  here  is  for  the  prince  who  hath  none  himfef^ 
but  for  God;  all  wiflies are addrefTed  to  him  ;  and  his  pro« 
found  humiliation  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  far  from  teacb* 
ing  us  to  refpeEk  here  the  Lord,  before  whom  a  great  king 
bows  his  head  and  forgets  all  his  greatnefs,  teaches  us  only 
to  take  advantage  of  his  religion,  and  of  the  favours  with 
which  he  honours  virtue,  to  adopt  their  fembbnce,  and, 
through  that  deception,  to  exalt  ourfelves  to  new  degrees 
of  greatnefs  upon  the  earth.  O  my  God  I  is  not  this  what 
thou  announced!!  to  thy  difciples ;  that  times  would  come 
when  faith  (hould  be  extinguiflied,  when  piety  would  be^ 
come  an  infamous  traffic,  and  when  men,  living  without 
God  upon  the  earth,  would  no  longer  acknowledge  thjce, 
but  in  order  to  make  thee  fubfervient  to  their  iniquitous 
deiires  ? 

.  A  fpirit  of  prayer  is  alfo  comprifed  in  this  difpofition  of 
humiliation;  for  the  more  we  are  ftnick  here  with  the 
greatnefs  and  with  the  power  of  the  God  whom  we  wor- 
fhip,  the  more  do  our  endlefs  wants  warn  us  to  have  re* 
courfe  to  him,  from  whom  alone  we  can  obtain  relief  and 
deliverance  from  them.  Thus  the  temple  is  the  houfe  of 
prayer,  where  every  one  ought  to  come  to  lay  his  fe- 
cret  wants  before  the  Lord  ;  where,  in  public  calamities^ 
he  is  appeafed  by  the  general  prayers;  where  the  aflembled 
minifters  lift  up  their  hands  for  the  fins  of  the  people,  and 
where  the  eyes  ot  the  Lord  are  ever  open  to  our  wants^ 
and  his  ears  attentive  to  our  cries. 

.  Not  but  we  may  addrefs  ourfelves  to  him,  as  the  apoftle 
fays,  in  every  place  ;  but  the  temple  is  the  fpot  where  he 
is  more  propitious,  and  where  he  hath  promifed  to  be  al- 
ways prefent  to  receive  our  homages,  and  to  lend  a  ia- 
vourable  ear  to  our  requefts.     Yes,  my  brethren,  it  h  Iiere 
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that  we  ought  to  come  to  join  in  lamentatioa  undi  thi 
chorcby  over  the  fcandali  with  which  flie  is  afflified,  over 
the  divifions  with  which  (he  is  torn»  and  over  the  dangers 
which  furroand  her ;  over  the  obftinacy  of  finners,  and  the 
coldnefs  of  charity  among  believers ;  we  come  with  bet 
to  folicit  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  upon  his  people ;  to  in« 
<treat  of  him  the  ceflktion  of  wars  and  other  public  fcour^ 
ges  ;  theextin£lion  of  fchifms  and  errors;  the  knowledge 
and  the  love  of  righteoufnefs  and  of  truth  for  Tinners ;  and 
perfeverance  for  thejuft.  You  ought,  therefore,  to  come 
with  an  attentive  and  collefted  mind,  a  prepared  heart,  and 
which  offers  nothing  to  the  eyes  of  God  that  may  avert  the 
Cavours  folicited  by  the  church  for  you,  and  to  appear  with 
^at  exterior  of  a  fuppliant,  which,  of  itfelf,  (hews  that  he 
prays  and  that  he  worfhips. 

Neverthelefs,  my  brethren,  while  the  minifters  are  lift- 
ing  up  their  hands  here  for  you  ;  are  fupplicating  th6 
Lord  for  the  profperity  of  your  families,  for  abundance  to 
your  lands,  for  the  prefervation  of  your  relations  and  chil« 
dren,  who  perhaps  expofe  themfelves  for  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  for  the  end  of  wars,  difTentions,  and  all  the 
miferies  with  which  we  are  affli£led;  while  they  are  in ^ 
treating  remedies  for  your  backflidings,  and  aids  for  your 
weakncfs  ;  while  they  are  fpeaking  to  the  holy  God  in  your 
favour,  you  deign  not  even  to  accompany  their  prayers 
with  your  attention  and  your  rerpe6l.  You  difhonour  the 
holy  gravity  of  the  church's  lamentations  by  a  fpirit  of 
inattention,  and  by  indecencies  which  would  hardly  be- 
come even  thofe  criminal  reforts  where  you  liften  to  pro- 
fane fongs ;  and  the  only  difference  in  your  behaviour  is 
that,  in  the  one,  you  are  touched  and  rendered  attentive  by 
a  lafcivious  harmony,  while  here  you  endure  with  impa* 
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fSence,  the  divine  fongs  In  thankfgiviiig  and  In  praife  of 
Ae  Lord. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  in  place  of  the  public  prayers  ar- 
fefting  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  fo  long  impending  over  our 
heads ;  in  place  of  the  fupplications,  which  refound  in 
every  fHirt  of  our  temples,  being  able,  al  formerly,  to 
fttfpend  the  fcourges  of  Heaven,  to  bring  back  days  o( 
peace  and  of  tranquillity,  to  reconcile  nations  and  kings, 
and  to  attrafi  peace  from  heaven  to  the  earth ;  alas !  the 
days  of  evil  fiill  endure  ;  the  times  of  trouble,  of  mourn* 
ifigi  and  of  defolation  ceafe  not ;  war  and  fury  feem  to 
have  for  ever  taken  up  their  abode  among  men  ;  the  defo- 
late  widow  demands  her  hufband;  the  afBi6led  father  in 
vain  look  out  for  his  child  ;  brother  is  divided  from  bro- 
ther ;  even  our  fuccefles  {hed  mourning  and  forrow  through 
our  families,  and  we  are  forced  to  weep  over  our  own 
viQories.  Whence  comes  this  ?  Ah  f  it  is  that  the  prayers 
of  the  church,  the  only  fourcesot  the  favours  which  God 
(heddeth  upon  kingdoms  and  upon  empires,  are  no  longer 
liftened  to ;  and  that  you  force  the  Lord,  through  the  irrev* 
erence  with  which  you  accompany  them,  to  avert  his  ears, 
and  turn  his  attention  from  them,  and  which  thereby  ren* 
ders  them  ufelefs  to  the  earth. 

But,  not  only  ought  you  to  appear  here  as  fuppliants, 
and  in  a  fpirit  of  prayer,  fince  it  is  here  that  the  Lord 
dealeth  out  his  favours  and  his  grace ;  as  it  is  here,  like- 
wife,  that  ever)'  thing  renews  to  you  the  remembrance  of 
thofe  already  received  ;  you  ought  alfo  to  bring  here  a 
(pirit  of  gratitude  and  of  thankfgiving,  feeing  that,  on 
whichever  way  you  turn  your  eyes,  that  every  thing  re- 
calls to  you  the  remembrance  of  God's  bleflings,  and  the 
fight  of  bis  eternal  mercies  upon  your  foul. 
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And,  firftly»  it  is  here  where,  in  the  facrament  by  which 
we  are  regenerated,  you  have  become  believers ;  it  is  here 
that  the  goodnefs  of  God,  in  aflbciating  you,  through  bap* 
tifm,  to  the  hope  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  hath  difcerned  you 
from  fo  many  ^eathens  who  know  him  not :  it  is  here  that 
you  have  engaged  your  faith  to  the  Lord ;  your  written 
promifes  are  ftill  preferved  under  the  altar.  Here  is  the 
book  of  the  covenant  which  you  have  made  with  the  God 
of  your  fathers  :  you  fhould  no  longer,  then,  appear  there* 
but  to  ratify  the  engagements  of  your  baptifm,  and  to  thank 
the  Lord  for  the  ineftimable  blefling  which  hath  aflbciated 
you  with  his  people,  and  honoured  you  with  the  name  of 
Chriflian ;  you  ought  to  feel  all  the  tendernefs  and  refpefiof 
a  child,  for  the  blefled  womb  which  hath  brought  you 
forth  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  glory  of  this  houfe  ought  to 
be  your  glory. 

What  are  you  then,  when,  in  place  of  bringing  your 
thankfgivings  to  the  feet  of  the  altar  for  fo  Angular  and  fo 
diftinguifhed  a  bleflTing,  you  come  to  difhonour  it  by  your 
irreverences  ?  You  are  an  unnatural  child,  who  profane 
the  place  of  your  birth  according  to  faith ;  a  perfidious 
Chriftian,  who  come  to  retra£l  your  promifes  before  the 
very  altars  which  witneffed  them  :  who  come  to  break  the 
treaty  on  the  facred  fpot  where  it  was  concluded ;  to  blot 
yourfelf  out  of  the  book  of  life,  where  your  name  was 
written  with  thofeof  the  faithful ;  to  abjure  the  religion  of 
Jefus  Chrift  on  the  very  fonts  where  you  had  received  it  ; 
to  make  a  pompous  difplay  of  all  the  vanities  of  the  age, 
at  the  feet  of  the  altar  where  you  had  folemnly  renounced 
them ;  and  to  profefs  worldlinefs  where  you  made  protef- 
fion  of  Chriftianity. 
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'  Nor  is  this  jail ;  for,  fecotidly,  it  is  here  that  Jctut 
Chrift  hath  fo  often  faid  to  you,  througb  the  mouth  of  his 
minifters,  **  My  fon,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee ;  go,  and 
"  fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  befal  thee."  It  is  here 
that,  melting  in  tears,  you  have  fo  often  faid  to  him,  "  Fa« 
V  ther,  I  have  finned  againft  heaven,  and  before  thee." 
N^w,  my  brethren,  on  every  fpot  where  you  have  fo  often 
experienced,  the  grace  of  forgivenefs,  not  only  you  forget 
the  blefling,  but  you  come  to  give  new  fubje£l  of  offence  ; 
on  the  very  fpot  where  you  have  fo  often  appdired  peni- 
tent, you  proclaim  yourfelves  fiill  worldly  and  profane. 
Ah  I  Far  frong^  coming  to  thefe  holy  tribunals  to  recapitu- 
late the  diforders  of  your  life  ;  far  from  coming  to  renew 
thofe  promifes  of  penitence,  thofe  fentiraents  of  com- 
punflion,  thofe  emotions  of  (hame  and  of  confufion,  of 
which  they  have  fo  often  been  the  depofitories ;  you  boldly 
appear  before  them  with  an  unblufliing  countenance,  your 
eyes  wandering  here  and  there,  full,  perhaps,  of  guilt  and 
adultery,  as  the  appftle  fays,  to  renew  in  their  preCence 
the  fame  infidelities  that  your  tears  bad  once-expiated,  and 
to  render  tl^m  ocular  witneffesof  the  fame  prevarications^ 
of  which  they  had  been  the  fecret  confidents  and  the  bled 
ijed  purgersl 

What  more  (hall  I  fay,  my  brethren  ?  In  the  third  place, 
the  temple  is  the  houfe  of  do£lrine  and  of  truth ;  and  it  it 
here  that,  through  the  mouth  of  the  pdfiors,  the  church 
announces  to  you  the  maxims  of  falvation,  and  the  rayfte- 
ries  of  the  heavenly  kingdom,  concealed  from  fo  ma- 
ny infidel  nations  ;  frefli  motive  of  gratitude  on  your 
part.  But,  alas!  It  is  rather  a  frefh  fubjed.of  condemna-^ 
tion  ;  and,  even  here,  where,  from  tliefe  Chriflian  pulpits« 
we  are  continually  telling  you  from  Jefus  Chrift,  that  the 
unclean  Diall  never  enjoy  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  you 

Vol.  11.  U  come 


come  to  fonn  profane  dcGret ;  evcnhere»  wbere  you  are 
warned  that  you  (hall,  one  <iajr,  have  to  render  an  account 
of  an  idle  word,  you  permit  yourfelves  criminal  otiet : 
Laftly,  even  here,  where  you  fo  often  bear  repeated  that 
evil  to  him  that  fcandaiizeth,  you  become  yourfdf,  a  fttim« 
bling-block,  and  a  rubjc£k  of  fcandal.  Thus,  my  brethren^ 
why  do  you  believe  that  the  word  of  the  gofpei,  which  we 
f  reach  to  princes  and  to  the  grandees  of  the  earth,  is  no 
longer  but  4i  tinkling  braf$»  and  that  our  miniftry  is  now 
become  almoft  unneceflary  7  It  may  be  that  our  private 
weakneCTes  place  a  bar  to  the  fruit,  and  to  the  progtefs  of 
the  gofpel,  and  that  God  blefs  not  a  minii|ry,  the  minif* 
ters  of  which  are  not  pIcaGng  in  hb  fight :  But,  befides 
this  reafon*  fo  humiliating  for  us,  and  which  we  cannot» 
however,  either  difiemble  bom  you,  or  even  conceal  From 
ourfelves ;  it  is,  doubtlefs,  the  profanation  of  the  temples, 
and  the  indecent  and  difrefpefiful  manner  in  which  yoa 
liften  to  us,  that  deprive  the  word,  of  which  we  are  the  mi- 
niflers,  of  all  its  energy  and  virtue.  The  Lord,  eftranged, 
from  this  holy  place  through  your  profanations,  no  Ion* 
ger  giveth  increafe  to  our  toils,  nor  flieddeth  his  grace, 
which  alone  caufeth  his  doQrine  and  his  word  f  o  fru£^ify  : 
He  no  longer  looketh  upon  thefe  aflemblies,  formerly  fo 
holy,  but  as  an  aflembly  of  worldly-minded,  of  voluptu- 
ous, of  ambitious,  and  of  profane.  And  how  would  you 
that  he  turn  not  his  countenance  from  them,  and  that  the 
word  of  his  gofpel  frudify  there.  Reconcile,  in  the  iirft 
place,  with  him,  t)y  your  homages,  by  your  collefied  be- 
haviour, and  your  piety,  thefe  houfes  of  the  dodrine  and 
of  truth  :  then  will  he  compenfate  for  our  deficiencies ;  he 
will  open  your  hearts  to  our  inflruftions,  and  his  word  fliall 
BO  longer 'Ktum  empty  to  him. 


But 
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'  But  a^fioalreafoiit  which  renders  your  imererential  bew 
havioor  ftill  more  ctiminai  and  more  difgraceful  toreligiotti 
iiy  that  it  is  in  the  temple  where  you  come  to  ofifer  up,  in 
one  fenfe  with  the  prieft,  the  awful  facrifice,  to  renew  the 
t)blatit)n.of  the  crofs,  and  to  prefent  to  God  the  blood  oT 
his  Son  at  the.'propitiaiion  of  your  (ins.  Now,  my  bre^ 
thren,  '«4iile  myfiertes  fo  auguft  are  celebrating;  during 
thefe  aWfurmomieflts  ^hen. heaven  opens  kbove  our  altats ; 
til  a.  time  .When  the  affur  of  your  fal vation  is  agitated  betwi 
Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Father ;  while  the  blood  of  the 
iz  (iQwii^  upon  the  altar  to  waQi  you  from  ftaih ;  while  the 
angels  of  heaven  tre;^bled  and  adore;  w|iile  the  fokn^nity 
bf  ihe  mtnifttflit  the  majefty  gf .  the  ceremonies,  and  even 
Ae' piety  of  the  true  believet-s,  all  infpire.fear,  gratitude, 
and  refpefi,  fcarcely  do  you  bow  the  knee,  fcarcely  do 
jrott  caft  'a  look  upon  the  holy*  altar,  where  myfteries  fb 
bleJIedifor  you  are  confvimmating ;  it  is  even  with  reluc- 
tance-thit.yc^  artf  'vfi  the  temple;  you  mqifure  the  dunf- 
lions  and  tbe.£itiguing  length  0f  the  falatasy  fiitrifice; 
you  cotfnt  the.  tnoments  of  time  fo  precious  to  the  earth, 
a<id  fo  replete  with  wonders  and  grace  fotmen.  You  who 
are  fo  embarraflcd  with  your  time,  who  facrifice  it  to  an 
eternal  inutility :and  circle,  of  nothings,  and  who  ane.even 
difficultedjin  contriving  to  kill  it;  you  comfiiaifl  of  the 
pious  folemoily  of  the  minifter,  and  of  the  circumfpeflion 
with  which  he  treats  the  holy,  things?  Ah  I .  you  require 
fuch  ilisfpefl  arid  fuch. preoautidri  rn.  thofc  who  ferve  you; 
tndyou  Would! that  a  prieft'  clothed  in  all  his  dignity,  that 
a  priefi.feprefeming  Jefus  Chrift,  and  performing  his  offide 
of  mediator  and  htgh-prieft  with  his  Father,  Ihoutd  treat 
the  holy  myfteries  with  precipitation,  and  diflionour  the 
prefence  of  the  God  whom  he  ferves,  and  whom  he  immo- 
lates, by  a  Ihamelul  carelefsnefs  and  hafle?'  In  what  times, 

« 

O  my  God,  are  we  come  ?  And  was  it  to  be  .cxpe£^ed  that 

thy 


thy  ixioft  precious  ind  moRfignai  kindnefles  llioald  become 
a  burden  to  the  Chriftians  of  our  ages  ? 

Alas !  the  firft  believers,  who  met  in  the  temple  at  ftated 
hours  of  the  day,  to  celebrate  in  hymns  and  fongs  with  their 
pallor  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  they  alrooft  never  quitted 
thefe  facreJ  abodes,  and  that  only  with  regret,  when  oblige 
ed  to  attend  to  the  affair?  of  the  age,  and  to  the  duties  of 
their  fiation.  How  beautiful  my  brethren,  to  fee  in  thofe 
hippy  times  the  holy  aflembly  of  believers  in  the  boufeof 
prayer,  each  in  the  place  adapted  to  his  ftation;  on  one 
£de,  the  reclufe,  the  holy  confeflbrs,  the  common  belie- 
vers ;  on  the  other,  the  virgins,  the  widofl^,  the  married 
w^omen,.  all  attentive  to  fhe  holy  my  Series,  all  beholding 
with  tears  of  joy  and  of  religion  to  flow  upon  the  altar,  the 
blood  fliil  reeking,  as  I  may  fay,  of  the  Lamb,  and  fo 
htely  crucified  before  their  eyes ;  praying  for  the  princes^ 
for  the  Czfars,  for  their  perfecotors,  for  their  brethren^ 
mutually  exhorting  each  other  to  martyrdom,  tafting  all 
the  confolation  of  the  divine  writings  explained  by  their 
holy  paflors,  and  retracing  in  the  church  of  the  the  earth, 
the  joy,  the  peace,  the  innocence,  and  the  profound  me- 
ditation of  the  heavenly  church !  How  beautiful  and  fp?en<^ 
did  were  then  the  tents  of  Jacob,  akhongh  the  church  was 
yet  under  oppreffion  and  obfcurity ;  and  the  enemies  of 
faith,  even  the  prophets  of  the  idols,  in  viewing  their  good 
order,  their  innocence  and  their  majeff  y,  with  what  difficulty 
did  they  refufe  to  them  their  admiration  and  their  homages ! 
Alas !  and  at  prefent  the  rapid  moments  which  you  confecrate 
here  to  religion,  and  which  ought  to  fanfiify  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  often  become  themfelves  (he  greateft  guilt  of  iu 

Laftly,  my  brethren,  to  all  thefe  inward  difpofitions  of 
prayeti  of  adoration,  and  of  gratitude,  which  the  fan£lity 
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f^t  oortemples  ^xa3s  of  you»  there  is  likeinfe  to  be  added^ 
the  external  modefiy,  and  the  decency  of  ornaments  and  of 
Jirtk ;  laft  difpofition  of  the  blefled  in  the  heavenly  tem- 
ple :  but  on  this  part  I  ihail  be  very  brief. 

And  in  efkCk^  fbould  any  inArudion  on  our  part  be  ne« 
eeflary  to  you  on  this  point,  O  worldly  women  ?  for  it  is 
you  whom  this  part  olr  piy  difcourfe  principally  regards. 
To  what  purpofeall  that  difpiay,  I  fay  not  only  of  oflenta^ 
tion  and  of.  vanity,  but  of  immodefty  and  of  impudence^ 
with  which  you  make  your  appearance  in  this  houfe  of 
tears  and  of  prayer  ?  Do  you  come  here  to  difpute  with 
Jefui  Cbrift,  ahe  looks  aiid  the  bomages^of  thofe  who  w6r- 
ihip  bioi  ?  Do  you  come  here  to  infult  the  myfleries  whicb 
<q)eraie  the  falv^tionot  believers^  by  feeking  to  corrupt  their 
heart  at  the  feet  even  of  the  altars,  where  thefe  myfieries 
take  place  for  them  ?    Are  you  determined  that  innocence 
fliall  in  no  place  of  the  earth  not  even  in  the:temple,  that 
afyluQi  of  religion  and  piety,  be  protefied  from  your  pro- 
fane and  lafcivious  nakednefs  ?     Doth  the  world  not  fuf- 
ficiently  f urnilh  you  with  impure  theatres,  with  aflemblies 
of  diiBpation,  where  you  may  make  a  boaft  of   being  a 
ftumbling-block  to  your  brethren  ?     Even  your  houfes, 
open  to  diilipation  and  to  riot,  do  they  not  fuffice  for  you 
to  figure  with  an  indecency  which  would  formerly  have 
been  fuited  only  to  houfes  of  debauchery  and  of  guilt ; 
and  which  is  the  caufe  that,  not  refpefling  yourfelves, 
that  refped  is  loft  for  you,  of  which  the  national  poiitenefs 
hath  always  been  fo  jealous ;  for  modefly  alone  is  eftima* 
ble,  as  St.  Paul  formerly  reproached .  to  believers.    Muft 
the  holy  temple  be  alfo  ftained  by  your  immodeftieai  Ah  I 
when  you  appear  before  your  earthly  fovereign,  you  rnark^ 
by  the  dignity  and  by  the  propriety  of  your  .deportment, 
therefpe£l  which  you  know  to  be  due  to  his  prefence ; 

and 
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«fad/ before  the  Sovereign  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  yoif 
make  yonr  appearance,  not  only  without  precaution,  but 
even  without  decency  or  modefty :  and  you  difplay  under 
his  eyes  an  efTrontery,  which-  wounds  even  the  eyes  of  the 
wife  and  refpedable !  You  come  to  dillurb  the  attention  of 
the  believers  who  had  expe6led  to  have  found  here  a  place 
of  peace  and  of  fiience,  and  an  afylum  againft  all  the  ob- 
jeds  of  vanity;  to  difturb  even  the  deep  meditation  and 
the  holy  gravity  of  the  minifiers,  and  to  fully,  by  the  in- 
decency  of  your  drefs,  the  purity  ct  their  Iboks  attentive 
to  the  holy  things. 

Thus-theapoftledefired>  that  theCbriftiatfwonHpii'fliould 
be  covered  with  a  Veil  inthetempte,  on  acc^ront  of  the  an- 
gels,' that  is  tOh  fay,  of  the  prieAs^  who'are  eontinualiy  pre^ 
fent  there  before  God^  and  wbofe  innocence  and  piirity 
ought  to  equal  that  of  the  heavenly  fpirits.  True  it  isi 
that  thou  hereby  waroeft  us,  O  my  God,  what  ought,  in 
our  temples,  to  be  the  holy  gravity,  and  the  inviolable 
coUefiion  of  thy  rainiflers ;  that  it  is  for  us  to  bear  here, 
ilaroped  upon  our  countenance,  the  holy  dread  of  the  my  fie- 
ries  which  we  ofier  up,  and  the  lively  and  intimate  fenfe 
of  thy  prefence :  that  it  is  for  us  to  infpire  here  the  peo- 
ple around  us  with  refpefl,  by  the  fole  appearance  of  our 
modefty :  that  it  is  fOr  us  riot  to  appear  around  the  altar, 
and  employed  in  the  holy  minifiry,  often  more  wearied, 
more  carelefs,  and  more  in  hafie  than  even  the  alfifting 
multitude :  and  not  to  authorife  their  irreverences  by  our 
own.  For,  O  my  God!  the <lefolation  of  the  holy  place 
hath  commenced  with  the  fanQuary  itfelf ;  the  refpeft  of 
the  people  there  hath  become  weakened  only  in  confequence 
of  being  no  longer  fupported  by  the  holy  gravity  of  the 
woHhip,  and  the  majefty  of  the  ceremonies ;  and  thy  houfe 
hath  b^un  to  be  a  houfe  of  diflipation  and  of  ftandal, 

only 
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oriy  fiffice  thy  midifters  b«ref  made  of  it  ahoiife  of  tnific; 
of  wearinefty  and  ol  avarice.  But  our  exaajples,  in  auu 
thorifing  your  profanations,  do  not  excuiib  cbeaa,  my  brM 
thrcn. 

Andt  in  efie£l,  it  ktua  that  God  hatb  never  left  tbem 
UApuniflied.  The  {hameful  indecencies  otthe  chiidrerroi 
Levi,  which  bad  To  long  profaned,  his  boufe,  wer^foiloww 
ed  with  the  n^ofi  difroal  calamities :  the  holy  ark  bccaiB^ 
a  prey  lo  the  Philiftinefs ;  it  was  placed  a<  the  fide  of  Da«» 
gon  in  an  infamous  temple ;  the  gh>ry  of  l&ad  was  blaft^ 
edi  the  i.ord  jprithdrew  himfelf  fromamidft  bbpco^ri^l 
the  lanqi  of  Judah  was  extinguiflied ;  there  was  no  bigh^ 
piieQ,  and  Jacob  was,  all  of  a  fuddes,  wkbomc  altar  ari«tf 
without  facrifice. 

There  is  little  doubt,  my  brethren,  bul  that  tbe  miferietf 
of  the  laft:  agje  have  b^n  the  fatal  eonfevjoences  of  the  prv^ 
fanationi  and  of  the  irreverences  of  our  fathers.  ItwM 
juft  that  the  Lord  (boo^d  abandon  temples  where  he  had  fo 
long  been  infuited.  Dread,  my  breHfaren,  left  we  prepare 
lor  our  poAerity  the  fante  criamities,  in  imitating  the  dif* 
orders,  ot  thofe  who  have  preceded  us.  Dread»  left  an  ir^ 
ritated  God  fliould  one  day  abandon  thefe  temples  which 
we  profane^  and  left  they,  in  their  mm,  become  the  afy-' 
lum:  of  error.  What  do  I  know  but  that  he  is  already  pre* 
paring  all  thefe  evils  for  us,  in  permitting  tbe  purhy  and  the 
fimplicity  of  faith  to  be  adulterated  in  the  minds,  in  mul- 
tiplying thofe  men  fo  wife  in  their  own  Conceit,  and  fo 
common  in  this  age,  who  roeafure  every  thing  b]F  the 
lights  of  a  weak  reafon,  who  would  wifli  to  fathom  the  fe* 
crecif^  pf  God,  and  who,  far  from  making  religion  the 
fubje£l  of  their  worihip  and  of  their  chankfgiyings,  make 
it  tbe  fubjefi  pf  their  doubts  and  their  cenfures  ?  Thou  art 

terrible 
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terrible  in  thy  judgmenu*  O  my  God  !  and  thy  puni(h<- 
snents  are  fometimes  fo  much  the  more  rigorous,  as  they 
ace  tardy  and  flow. 

Let  us  refle£l  then,  my  brethren  on  all  thefe  grand  mo- 
tives of  religion ;  let  us  bring  into  this  holy  place  a  tender 
and  an  attentive  piety,  a  fpirit  of  piety,  of  compunfiion, 
of  colleflioB,  of  thankfgiving,  oi  adoration,  and  of  praife ; 
let  us  never  quit  our  temples  without  bearing  from  them 
fbme  new  grace,  Gnce  here  is  the  throne  of  mercy  from 
whence  they  are  flied  upon  men  ;  never  quit  them  without 
an  additional  relifli  for  heaven,  without  new  delires  of  ter- 
minating your  errors,  and  of  attaching  yourfelves  folely 
to  God  ;  without  envying  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  ferve 
him,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  be  continually  wor- 
Oiipping  him  at  the  feet  of  the  altar,  and  whofe  ftation  and 
fun6lions  particularfy  confecrate  them  to  this  holy  minifiry. 
Say  to  him,  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  formerly  faid  to  Solo- 
mon, **  Happy  are  thy  men,  happy  are  thefe  thy  fervants, 
**  which  (land  continually  before  thee,  and  that  hear  thy 
wifdom."  And  (hould  the  duties  of  your  ftation  not  per- 
mit you  to  come  here  to  worfliip  the  Lord  at  the  different 
hours  of  the  day,  when  his  minifters  affemble  to  praife  him  ; 
ah !  continually  turn,  at  leafi,  towards  the  holy  place,  like 
the  Ifraelites  formerly,  your  longings  and  your  defires. 
Let  our  temples  be  the  fweeteft  confoiation  of  your  trou- 
bles, the  only  afyium  of  your  jifflifiions,  the  only  re- 
fource  oi  your  wants,  the  moft  certain  recreation  from  the 
confinements,  the  fatiguing  attentions,  and  the  painful  fub- 
je£liMS  of  the  world :  in  a  word,  find  there  the  beginnings 
of  that  inalterable  peace,  the  plenitude  and  the  confumma- 
tion  of  which  you  will  find  only  with  the  blelTed,  in  the 
eternal  temple  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem. 

SERMON 
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Verily  I  fay  unto  you^  I  have  not  found  fa  griat  faiths  na 

not  in  IfraeL 

W  HENCE  came  then  the  incredulity  with  which  Jefui 
Chrift  at  prefent  reproaches  the  Jews ;  and  what  caufe 
could  they  ftill  IniTe  for  doubting  the  fan£iity  of  his  doc- 
trine and  the  truth  of  bis  miniftry  ?  They  had  demanded 
miraclesi  and,  betgre  their  eyes,  he  had  wrought  fucb 
evident  ones,  that  no  perfon  before  him  had  done  the  like. 
They  had  wiihed  that  this  miflion  were  authorifed  by  tef. 
timonies ;  Mofes  ind  the  prophets  had  amply  born  them  to 
him ;  the  precurfor  had  openly  proclaimed.  Behold  the 
Chrift  and  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of 
the  world ;  a  gentile  renders  glory  in  our  gofpel  to  his  aU 
mightinefs  ;  the  heavenly  Father  had  declared  from  on 
high,  that  it  was  his  well-beloved  Son  ;  laftly,  the  demons 
themfelves,  ftruck  with  his  fandity,  quitted  the  bodies,  in 
confeffing  that  be  was  the  Holy,  and  the  Son  of  the  liv. 
ing  God.  What  could  the  incredulity  of  the  Jews  ftitl  op« 
pofe  to  fo  many  proofs  and  prodigies  ? 

Behold,  my  brethren,  what,  with  much  greater  furprife, 

might  be  demanded  at  tbofe  unbelieving  onn^ty  iwho,  after 
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the  fulfilment  of  all  that  had  been  foretold,  after  the  confum^ 
mation  of  the  myfteries  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  exaltation  of 
his  name,  the  manifellation  of  his  gifts,  the  calling  of  his 
people,  the  deftru£lion  of  idols,  the  cooverGon  of  Cefars, 
and  the  agreement  of  the  univeife^  (till  doubt,  and  take 
upon  themfelves  to  confute  and  to  overthrow  what  the  toils 
of  the  apoflolic  men,  the  blood  of  fo  many  martyrs,  the 
prodigies  of  fo  many  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  writings 
of  fo  many  gneat  men,  the  anfterities  of  fo  many  holy  an- 
chorites, and  the  religion  of  feventee^  hundred  years,  have 
fo  univerfally  and  fo  divinely  eftabliflied  in  the  mind  of 
ahnpll  all  people. 

For,  my  brethren,  amid  all  the  triumphs  of  faith,  chiU 
dren  of  utibeliei  &ill  privately  fpring  up  among  us,  whom 
God  hath  delivered  up  to  the  vanity  of  thetr  own  thoughts, 
and  who  blafpheme  what  they  know  not ;  impious  men, 
who  change,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  the  grace  of  our  God  in- 
tp  wantonnefs,  defile  their  flefh,  contemn  all  rule,  blafpheme 
majefty,  corrupt  all  their  ways  like  the  animals  not  gifted 
with  reafon,  and  are  fet  apart  to  ferve  one  day  as  an  exam- 
ple of  the  awful  judgments  of  God  upon  men. 

Now  if,  among  fo  many  believers  aflembled  here  through 
religion,  any  foul  of  this  defcription  (hould  happen  to  be, 
allow  me,  you,  my  brethren,  who  preferve  with  refpefl 
the  facred  truft  of  the  do£lrine  which  you  have  received 
from  your  anceftors  and  from  your  paftors,  to  feize  this 
opportunity,  either  of  undeceiving  them,  or  of  confuting 
their  incredulity*  Allow  me  for  once,  to  do  here  what  the 
firft  paftors  of  the  church  fo  often  did  before  their-affem- 
bled  people,  that  is  to  fay,  to  take  upon  myfelf  the  de- 
fence of  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  againft  unbelief;  and, 
before  entering  into  the  particulan  of  your  duties  during 
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diis  long  term,  allow  me  to  begin  by  laying  the  firft  founda- 
tions  of  fiaith.  It  is  fo  confoling  for  thofe  who  believe  to  find 
how  reafonable  their  fubmiflion  is,  and  to  be  convinced 
that  faith,  which  is  apparently  the  rock  of  reafon,  is  how- 
ever its  only  confolatid%  guide,  and  refuge ! 

Here  then  is  my  whole  dtf  gn.  The  unbeliver  refufes 
fubmiflion  to  the  revealed  truths,  either  through  a  vain 
affedation  of  reafen,  or  through  a  falfe  fentiment  oi  pride, 
or  through  an  ill-pla«ed  h>ve  of  iodependance. 

Now,  I  mean  at  prefent  to  ftew,  that  the  fubmiflion 
which  the  unbeliever  refutes,  through  a  vain  affe3ation  of 
ffafon,  \%  the  moft  prudent  ufe  which  he  can  make  even  of 
feafon  ;  that  the  fubmiflion  which  he  refufes  through  a  falft 
fentiment  of  pride,  is  the  moft  glorious  ilep  of  it ;  and, 
laftly,  that  the  fubmiflion  which  he  reje6l8  through  an  ilU 
placed  love  of  independance,  it  the  moft  indifpenfable  fa^ 
crifice  of  it..  And  from  thence  I  ffliall  draw  the  three  great 
charaQers  of  religion :.  It  is-  reafonable,.  it  is  glorious,  it  is^ 
aeceflary. 

O  my  .Saviour,  eternal  author  and  finiflier  of  our  faith, 
defend  thyfelf,  thy  doArine.  Sifler  not  that  thy  crofs,  by 
which  the  univerfe  hath  been  fubmitted  to  thee,  be  ilill 
the  folly  and  the  fcandal  of  proud  minds.  Once  more 
triumph  at  prefent,  through  the  fecret  wonders  of  thy 
grace,  over  that  fame  unbeKef  which  thou  formerly  triumph- 
cdft  over  through  die  ftriking  operations  of  thy  power; 
and  by  thofe  lively  lights,  which  enlighten  hearts,  more 
efficacious  than  all  our  difcourfes,  deftroy  every  fentiment 
of  pride  which  may  ftill  rife  up  againil  the  knowledge  of 
thy  myfleriet^ 

Part 
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Part  L  Let  us  begin  with  admitting  that  it  is  hiibf 
and  not  reafon»  which  makes  Chriftians  ;  and  that  the  firft 
fiep  exafled  oi  a  dtfciple  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  to  captivate 
his  mind»  and  to  believe  whai^^k  may  not  comprehend. 
Neverthelers,  I  fay»  that  w|  avnpl^o  that  fubmii&on  by 
reafoD  itfeif  ;  that  the  more  &veit.^r  lights  are  fuperior* 
the  more  do  they  point  out  tbelieceflity  of  our  fubmiffion  ; 
and  that  unbelief,  far  from  being  the  party  of  ftrength  of 
mind,  and  of  reafon,  is,  on  the  contrary,  that  of  error  and 
weaknefs. 

In  faith,  reafon  bath  therefore  its  ufes,  and  it  hath  its 
limits :  and  as  the  law,  good  and  holy  in  itfeif,  fetved  how- 
ever only  to  conduft  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  there  flopped  as 
at  its  term ;  in  thie  fame  way  reafon,  good  and  juft  in  itfeif, 
£nce  it  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  a  participation  of  the  fove- 
reign  reafon,  ought  only  to  ferve,  and  is  given  to  us  foi 
the  fole  purpofe  of  preparing  the  way  for  faith*  It  is  for- 
vard,  and  quits  the  bounds  of  its  firll  inftitution,  when  it 
attempts  to  go  beyond  thefe  facred  limits. 

This  taken  for  granted,  let  us  fee  which  of  the  two^ 
viz.  the  believer  or  the  unbeliever,  makes  the  mofi  pru- 
dent ufe  of  his  reafon,  Stibmiflion  to  things  held  out  to 
our  belief,  perhaps  fufpefied  of  credulity,  either  on  the 
fide  of  the  authority  which  propofes  them  ;  if  it  be  light, 
it  is  weiaknefs  to  give  credit  to  them ;  or  on  the  fide  of 
the  things  of  which  they  with  to  perfuade  us ;  if  they  be 
in  oppofition  to  the  principles  of  equity,  of  honour,  of 
fociety,  and  of  confcience,  it  is  ignorance  to  receive  them 
as  true ;  or  lallly,  on  the  fide  of  the  motives  which  are 
employed  to  perfuade  us ;  i{  they  be  vain,  frivolous,  and 
incapable  of  determining  a  wife  mind,  it  is  imprudence  to 
give  way  to  them.  Now,  it  is  eafy  to  prove  that  the  authority 
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which  cxzBts  the  {nbinillion  of  the  believer,  is  the  greateft^ 
,  the  mod  refpeSable,  and  the  beft  elUblifhed,  which  can 
poiEbly  be  upon  the  earth  ;  that  the  truths  propofed  to  his 
belief  are  the  only  ones  conformable  to  the  principles  of 
equity,  of  honour,  ef  fociety,  and  of  confcience ;  and, 
laftly,  that  the  motives  employed  to  perfuade  him  are  the 
rooft  decifive,  the  moil  triumphant,  and  the  moft  proper 
-to  gain  fubmii&on  from  the  leaft  credulous  minds* 

When  I  fpeak  of  the  authority  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  confine  the  extent  of  that  term  to  the  An- 
gle authority  of  its  holy  aflemblies,  in  which,  through 
the  mouths  of  its  pafiors,  the  church  makes  decifions  and 
holds  out  to  all  believers  the  infallible  rules  of  worOiip  and 
of  dodrine.  As  it  is  not  herefy,  but  unbelief,  which  this 
difcourfe  concerns,  I  do  not  here  fo  much  confider  religion 
as  oppofed  to  the  fefis  which  the  fpirit  of  error  hath  fepa- 
rated  from  the  unity,  that  is  to  fay,  as  confined  to  the  fule 
catholic  church,  but  as  forming,  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  a  fociety  apart,  fole  depoCury  of  the  know- 
ledge  of  a  God,  and  of  the  promife  of  a  Mediator ;  al- 
ways oppofed  to  all  the  religions  which  have  fince  arifen  in 
the  univerfe ;  always  contradifled  and  always  the  fame ; 
and  I  fay  that  its  authority  bean  along  with  it  fuch  (hining 
chara£lers  of  truth,  that  it  is  impoffible,  without  folly,  to 
refufe  fubmiffion  to  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  in  matter  of  religion,  antiquity  is  a 
charaQer  which  reafon  refpefls ;  and  we  may  fay,  that  a 
prepofleflion  is  already  formed  in  favour  of  that  belief, 
confecrated  by  the  religion  of  the  firft  men,  and  by  the 
fimplicity  of  the  primitive  times.  Not  but  what  falfehood 
is  often  decked  out  with  the  fame  titles,  and  that  old  er- 
rors exift  among  men,  which  feem  to  contefi  the  antiquity 
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of  their  origin  with  the  truth ;  but  it  is  oot  difficok  to  whoki^ 
ever  wiflies  to  trace  their  hiftory,  to  go  baclTi^ven  to  their 
origio.  Novehy  is  always  the  cooftant  and  moft  infepara* 
Ue  cbaraOer  of  error  :  and  the  reproach  of  the  prophet  may 
^ike  be  made  to  them  all :  .**  They  bcrifice  to  new  godt^ 
'*  that  come  newly  up,  whom  their  fiithers  feared  not/' 

In  eile£l»  if  there  be  a  true  religion  upon  the  earth  k 
mud  be  the  moft  ancient  of  all ;  for,  if  there  be  a  true  re- 
ligion upon  the  earth,  it  mufl  be  the  firft  and  the  moft  eflen* 
tial  duty  of  man  towards  the  God  who  wilhes  to  be  hon- 
oured with  it.  This  duty  muft  therefore  be  equally  an- 
cient as  man  ;  and,  as  it  is  attached  to  his  nature,  it  miift, 
as  I  may  fay,  be  bom  with  him.  And  this,  my  brethreot 
is  the  firft  charafier  by  which  the  religion  of  .chriflians  is* 
at  once  diflinguiflied  from  fuperflitions  and  fefis.  It  it 
the  moft  ancient  religion  in  the  world.  The  firft  men,  be-^ 
fore  that  an  impious  wor(hip  was  carved  out  of  divinities 
of  wood  and  of  ftone,  worfliipped  the  fame  God  whom  we 
adore,  raifed  up  altars  and  offered  facrifices  to  him,  ex- 
pe6led  from  his  liberality  the  reward  of  their  virtue,  and 
from  his  juftice  the  punifhment  of  their  difobedience.  The 
biftory  of  the  birth  of  this  religion,  is  the  hiftory  of  the 
birth  of  the  world  itfdf.  ffhe  divine  books  which  have 
preferved  it  down  to  us,  contain  the  firft  monuments  of  the 
origin  of  things.  They  are  themfelves  more  ancient  than 
all  thofe  fabulous  produ6lions  of  the  human  mmd,  which 
afterwards  fo  miferably  amufed  the  credulity  of  the  follow- 
sng  ages ;  and  as  error  ever  fprings  from  the  truth,  and  is 
only  a  faulty  imitation  of  it,  all  the  £iibles,of  paganifm  are 
lounded  on  fome  of  the  principal  features  of  that  divine  hif- 
tory ;  in  fo  much  that  it  may  be  affirmed  that  every  thing, 
even  to  error  itfelf ,  renders  homage  to  the  antiquity  and  to 
die  authority  of  our  holy  fcriptures. 

Now, 
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Now,  my  brethren,  is  there  Dot  ahneady  fomethhig  ref* 
pefiable  in  this  chara^r  alooe  ?  The  other  religions,  which 
have  vaunted  a  more  ancient  origin,  have  produced  nothing, 
io  fupport  of  their  antiquity,  but  tabulous  legends,  which 
funk  into  nothing  ot  themfelves.  They  have  disfigured  iht 
hillory  of  the  wo^ld  by  a  chaos  ot  innumerable  and  in»« 
gihary  ages,  of  which  no  event  hath  been  left  to  po&erity^* 
and  which  thehiftory  of  the  world  hath  never  known.  The 
authors  of  thefe  grofs  fiSions  did  not  write  till  many  ages 
alter  the  a£lions  which  they  relate,  and  it  is  faying  every 
thing  to  add,  that  that  theology  was  the  fruit  of  pbefy ; 
and  the  inventions  of  that  art,  the  mqft  folid  foundation^ 
ol  their  religion. 

.  Here,  it  is  a  train  of  fa£ls,  reafonablot  natural,  and  in 
agreement  with  itfelf4  It  is  the  hiftory  of  a  family  continue 
ed  from  its .firft  head  down  to  hitai  who  writes-  it,  and  au* 
tlienticated  in  M  it»  circuroftances.  It  is  a  genealogy  ill 
which  every  chief  il  chara3erifed  by  his  own  anions,  b]f 
events  which  ftill  fubfifted  then,  by' marks  wliich  were 
fiii)  known  in  the  places  where  they  bad  dwelt;  It  is.i| 
living  tradition,  the  moft  authenticated  upon  the  eartbt 
fince  Mofes  tiath  written  oiily  what  he  had  heard  from  the 
cbildrei)  of  the  patriarchs,  and  they  related  only  what  their 
fathers  had  feen.  £very  part  of  it  is  coherent,  hangs 
properly  together,  and  tends  to  clear  up  the  whole.  The 
features  are  not  copied,  nor  the  adventures  drawn  from 
elfewhere,  and  accommodated  to  the  fubje£l.  Before  Mofes» 
the  people  of  God  had  nothing  in  writing.  He  hath  left 
nothing  to  pofterity  but  what  he  had  verbally  colIe3ed 
from  his  anoefiors,  that  is  to  fav»  the  whole  tradition  of 
mankind;  and  the  firft,  he  hath  comprifedin  one  volume, 
the  hifiory  of  God's  wonders  and  of  his  manifeftations  to 
spei),  the  remembrance  of  which  had  till  then  competed 
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the  whole  religion,  the  Whole  knowledge,  Sind  the  whole 
confolation  of  the  family  of  Abraham.  The  candour  and 
fincerity  of  this  author  appear  in  the  ftmplicity  of  his  hif- 
tory.  '  He  takes  no  precaution  to  fecure  belief,  becaufehe 
fuppofes  that  thofe  for  whom  he  writes  require  none  to  be- 
lieve :  and  all  the  fa6ls  which  he  relates  being  well  known 
among  them,  it  is  more  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  thein 
to  their  pofterity,  than  Tot*  any  lnftra£lion  in  them  for 
themfelves. 

w  r 

:  Behold,  my  brethren,  which  way  the  Chrifiian  religion 
begins  to  acquire  influence  over  the  minds  ot  men.  Turn 
on  all  (ides,  read  the  hiftory  of  every  people  and  of  every 
nation,  and  you  will  find  nothing  fo  well  eftabliflied  upon 
the  earth  :  What  do  I  fay  7  You  will  find  nothing  more 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  rational  mind.  If  men  be  born  for 
a  religion,  tb^  are  born  for  this  one  alone.  If  there  be.  a 
Supreme  Being  who  hath  manifeftcd  the  truth  to  men,  this 
alone  is  worthy  of  men  and  of  him.  Every  where  elfe  the 
origin  is  fabulous  ;  here  it  is  equally  certain  as  all  the  reft; 
and  the  latter  ages,  which  cannot  be  difputed,  are,  how- 
ever, only  the  proofs  of  the  certitude  of  the  firft.  There- 
fore, if  there  be  an  authority  upon  the  earth  to  which  rea« 
fon  ought  to  yield,  it  is  to  that  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

To  the  character  of  its  antiquity  mud  be  added  that  of  its 
perpetuity.  Figure  to  yourfelves  here  that  endlefs  variety 
of  feds  and  of  religions  which  have  fucceflively  reigned 
upon  the  earth  :  Follow  the  hiilory  of  the  fuperflitions  of 
every  people  and  of  every  country  ;  they  have  flouriflied 
a  few  years,  and  afterwards  funk  into  oblivion  along  with 
the  power  of  their  followers.  Where  are  the  gods  of 
Emath,  of  Arphad,  and  of  Sepharvaim  ?  Recoiled  the  hiilory 
•f  thofe  firft  conquerors :  In  conquering  the  people,  they 
*•  conquered 
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Conquered  the  gods  of  the  people;  and,  in  overtilrning 
their  power,  they  overturned  their  worflup.  How  beauti# 
fill,  my  brethren,  to  fee  the  religion  of  our  fithert  alone 
maintaining  ttfelf  from  the  firfi,  furviving  all  feSs ;  and, 
notwithfianding  the  divers  fortunes  of  thofe  who  have  pof« 
fefTed  it,  alone  paffing  from  father  to  fon,  and  braving 
ttery  exertion  to  effiice  it  from  tlie  heart  ot  men !  It  is  not 
the  arm  of  fleOi  which  hath  preferved  it.  Ah !  The  peo* 
pie  of  God  hath,  almoft  always,  been  weak,  opprefied^ 
and  perfecuted.  No ;  it  is  not,  fays  the  prophet,  by  their 
own  fword  that  our  fathers  got  the  land  in  pofleffion ;  but 
thy  right  band,  O  Lord,  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  of 
thy  conntenance,  becaufe  thou  hadll  a  favour  unto  them» 
One  while  flaves,  another  fugitives,  and  another  tributa^ 
lies  of  various  nations ;  they  athoufand  times  faw  Chaldea^ 
Aflyria,  Babylon,  the  moft  formidable  powers  of  the  earth» 
the  whole  univerfe  confpire  their  ruin,  aqd  the  total  ex« 
tinftion  of  their  worfliip ;  but  this  people,  fo  weak,  op«. 
prefled  in  Egypt,  wandering  in  the  defert,  and  afterwards 
carried  in  captivity  into  a  foreign  land,  no  power  hath  ever 
been  able  to  exterminate,  while  fo  many  others  more  pow» 
rrful,  have  followed  the  defiiny  of  human  things ;  and  ia 
worffaip  hath  always  fubfifted  with  itfelf,  in  fpite  ot  all  tht 
«fibrts  made  by  almoft  every  age  to  deftroy  it. 

Now,  whence  comes  it,  that  a  worfliip  fo  contradi£led^ 
fo  arduous  in  iu  obfervances,  fo  rigorous  in  itspuniOiments 
upon  tranfgreflbrs,  and  even  fo  liable  to  be  eflabliflied  or 
to  be  overthrown,  through  the  mere  inconfiancy  and  igno* 
tance  of  the  people  who  was  its  firft  depofitary ;  whence 
comes  it  that  it  alone  hath  been  perpetuated  amid  fo  many 
revolutions,  while  the  fuperltiiion  fupported  by  all  the 
power  bf  empires  and  of  kingdoms,  have  funk  into  their 
original  oMivion  ?  Ah  I  is  it  not  Cod,  and  not  aian,  who 

Vol,  II.  X  hath 


19^  «£lt  MON  Vli       ' 

bath  done  all  thefe  things  ?  Is  it  hot  the  arm  of  the  Almigh- 
ty  which  hath  prefcrved  his  work  ?  And  lince  every  thing 
invented  by  the  human  mind  has  peri(hed»  is  it  hot  to  b& 
inferred,  that  what  hath  always  endured  wis  alone  the  work 
of  the  divine  wifdom  ? 

Laftly^  If  to  its  antiquity  and  to  its  perpetuity,  you  add 
its  uniformity,  no  pretext  for  relillance  will  be  left  to  rea- 
fon.  For,  my  brethren,  every  thing  changes  upon  the 
earth,  becaufe  every  thing  foHows  the  mutability  6i  its 
origin.  Occafions,  the  differences  of  ages,  the  diverfe 
humours  of  climates,  and  the  necelfity  of  the  times,  have 
introduced  a  tKoufand  changes  in  all  the  human  laws* 
Faith  alone  hath  never  changed.  Such  as  our-fathers  re« 
ceived  it,  fuch  have  we  it  at  prefent,  and  fuch  Ihall  our  de-> 
fcendants  one  day  receive  it.  It  hath  been  unfolded 
through  the  courfe  of  ages,  and  likewife,  I  confefs,  through 
the  neceflity  of  fecuring  it  from  the  errors  which  have 
been  attempted  to  be  introduced  into  it;  but  every  thing 
which  once  appeared  to  belong  to  it,  hath  always  appeared 
as  appertaining  to  it.  There  is  little  wonder  in  the  dura- 
tion of  a  religion,  when  accommodations  are  made  to  times 
and  to  conje6lures,  and  when  they  may  add  or  diminifli 
according  to  the. fancy  of  the  ages,  and  of  thofe  who  go- 
vern ;  but  never  to  relax,  in  fpite  of  the  change  of  man- 
ners and  of  times  ;  to  fee  every  thing  change  around,  and 
yet  be  always  tlie  fame,  is  the  grand  privilege  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion.  And  by  thefe  three  chara£lers,  of  antiquity, 
of  perpetuity,  and  of  uniformity,  which  exckifively  belong 
to  it,  its  authority  is  the  only  one  on  the  earth  capable  of 
determining  a  wife  mind. 

But  if  the  fubmiffion  of  the  believer  be  reafonable  on  the 
part  of  the  authority  which  exafis  it,  it  is  not  lefs  fo  on 

the 
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tlie  part  of  the  things  which  are  pjropofed  to  his  belief. 
And  here,  my  brethren,  let  us  enter  into  the  fouhdatibh 
of  the  Chrtfliaif  worfliijp.  It  is  not  afraid  of  invefligation, 
iike  thofe  abominable  myfleries  of  idolatry,  the  infamy  and 
horror  of  which  were  concealed  by  the  darkeft  obfcurity. 
A  religion,  fays  Tertullian,  which  would  ihun  examina- 
tion; and  would  dread  being  fearched  into,  fhould  ever  be 
fufpe6led.  The  more  the  Chriftian  worfliip  is  invefligated^ 
the  moie  are  beautiel  and  hidden  wonders  found  in  it. 
Idolatry  infpircd  man  with  foolifii  fentiments^  of  the  Div^ 
nity :  philofophy,  with  very  unreafenable  ones  of  himfeif : 
cupidity,  with,  iniquitous  ones  towards  the  reft  of  men. 
Now,  admire  the  wifdom  of  religion,  which  remedies  all 
ihefe  three  evils,  which  the  reafon  of  all  ages  had  never 
been  able  either  to  eradicate  or  even  to  find  omU 

And,  iy?/y>  what  other  legiflator  hath  fpoken  of  tHe  di- 
vinity, like  that  of  the  ChriAians  ?  Find  elfewhere  if  you 
can,  more  fublime  idtas  of  hh  power,  of  his  immenfity, 
of  his  wifdom,  of  his  grandeur,  and  of  his  juflice,  than 
thofe  which  are  given  us  in  our  fcriptures.  If  there  be 
over  us  a  fupreme  and  eternal  being,  ip  whom  all  things 
live,  he  muft  be  fuch  as  the  Chriftian  religion  reprefents 
him.  We  alone  compare  him  not  to  the  likenefs  of  man. 
We  alone  worfhip  him  feated  above  the  cherubims,  filling 
every  where  with  his  prefence,  regulating  all  by  his  wifl 
dom,  creating  light  and  darknefs,  author  of  good,  and 
puniOierof  vice.  We  alone  honour  him  ^s- he  wiflics  to  be 
honoured;  that  iis  to  fay,  we  nnike  not  th»  worfhip  due 
to  him,  to  confift  in  the  multitude  of  vi6lims,  nor  in  the 
external  pomp  of  our  homages;  but  in  adoration,  in  love, 
in  praife,  and  in  thankfgiving.  We  refer  to  him  the  goodf 
which  is  in  us,  as'to  its  principle ;  and  we  always  attribute 
vice  to  ourfelves,  which  takes  its  rife  only  in  our  corrup- 
tion. 
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lion.  Wc  hope  to  find  in  him  the  reward  of  a  fidelityt 
Hrhif  h  !•  the  gift  of  his  grace^  and  the  punifliment  of  tranf* 
iprflioni,  which  are  always  the  confeqoence  of  the  bad  ufe 
%it*h  we  mAke  ot  our  liberty.  Now,  what  can  be  more 
wi>ilhy  ot  the  fupreme  Seing  than  aH  tbefe  ideas ! 

«<^.  A  Tain  philofophr  cttber  had  degraded  man  to  the 
Hvirl  v4  the  be«t«  by  centering  bis  felicity  in  the  fenfes ; 
or  b^t  K>«4ilbbr  trailed  bin  rren  to  the  likenefs  of  God, 
bv  (Hrt4\fea^l)t^  boa  tbat  be  miyhi  iad  bis  own  bappinefs  in 
bii  \«w  tt  wii<iiN».  >ii^w«  ibe  Cbritian  morality  avoids  thefe 
Iwv"  t\u««i4«  ^  ii^  wi^b«iraw9;  man  from  carnal  pIcaTures,  by 
flbUv>ic»u^  ^  bm  tbe  rxcttleocT  of  bb  nature,  and  the 
b^itK'^4.^  ^^  hifii  vJMbaaftiita :  it  coereAs  bis  pride,  by  mak- 
ii^  ba«i  kmtibt^trf  bMt  «w«  wittcbedacb  and  memnefs. 


i^^i^y  s^|N«)Hy  T^flKJcffetf  vMiBi  ttniui  towards  the  reft  of 
BiCii*  Ni>ti;»  whvic  vcb«r  <igcfauMf  than  that  of  Chrifiians» 
b^i'ti  cvoi  io  vucil  iv^uiafcirU  ^Nftr  duties  on  this  head.  It  in- 
ih  u^t&  u^  to  \  iclJ  v>bcdience  to  the  powers  efiablifhed  by 
^uu,  iMHoniy  Uuough  fearol  their  aothority,  but  through 
4ii  obiig^ion  of  confcience ;  to  refpefi  our  faperiors,  to 
bcoi  with  our  equals,  to  bt  affable  towards  our  inferiors, 
to  love  all  men  as  ourfclves.  It  alone  is  capable  ot  form- 
ing good  citixens,  faithful  fubjefis,  patient  fervanu,  hum- 
ble mafters,  incorruptible  magtftrates,  clement  princes, 
and  2e^ous  friends.  It  alone  renders  the  honour  of  mar- 
liage  inviolable,  fecures  the  peace  of  families,  and  main- 
tains the  tranquillity  of  flates.  It  not  only  checks  ufurpa- 
|ions«  but  it  prohibits  even  the  defire  of  others  property ; 
it  not  (V)ly  requires  us,  not  to  view  with  an  envious  e)'e 
the  profperity  ol  our  brother,  but  it  commands  us  io  (hare 
our  own  riches  with  him.  it  need  require ;  it  not  only  for- 
bids us  10  attempt  bis  hle^ *bttt  it  requim  uilo  do  good. 
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iVen  tbthore  who  injure  os ;  to  blefi  thofe  who  curfe  fiiv 
iDd  to  be  all  only  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind.  Qive  mt, 
bid  formerly  St.  AiiguQin  to  the  heathens  of  hit  time,  a 
kingdom  all  compofcd  of  people  of  this  kind :  Good  OchI» 
what  peace !  what  felicity  t  What  a  reprefentatioil  of  tiea* 
yen  upon  the  earth  I  Have  all  the  ideas  of  philofophy  ever 
come  near  to  the  plan  of  this  heavenly  republic  ?  And  is  it 
sot  true*  that  if  a  God  hath  fpoken  to  men*  to  lay  open 
to  them  the  ways  of  falvatioa,  be  could  never  have  field 
any  otlier  language  ? 

To  all  tliefe  maxims,  fo  worthy  of  reafon,  it  is  true^ 
tliat  religion  adds  myileries  which  exceed  our  comprehend 
(ion.  But,  befides  that  good  fenfe  ihould  induce  us  to 
yield  thereon  to  a  religion  fo  venerable  through  its  antiqui- 
ty, fo  divine  in  its  morality,  fo  fuperior  to  every  thing  on 
the  earth  in  its  authority,  and  alone  worthy  of  being  be* 
lieved,  the  motives  it  employs  for  our  perfuafion  ^ure  f  uffi* 
eient  to  conquer  unbelief, 

i/f/y,  Thefe  myAeries  were  foretold  many  ages  I>efore 
their  accomplilhment,    and  foretold  with  every  circum- 
fiance  of  times  and  places ;  nor  are  they  vague  prophecies, 
referred  to  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar  alone,  uttered  in  a 
corner  of  the  earth,  of  the  fame  age  as  the  events,  and  tin- 
known  to  the  reft  of  the  univerfe.    They  are  prophecies 
which,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  have  conftituted 
the  religion  of  an  entire  people ;  which  fathers  tranfmitted 
to  their  children  as  their  moft  precious  inberiunce ;  winch 
were  preferved  in  the  holy  temple  as  the  moft  facred  p 
of  the  divine  promifes ;  and,  iaftly,  to  the  truth  of  wli 
the  nation  moft  inveterate  againft  Jefus  Chrift,  and  their 
firft  depofitary,  ftill  at  prefent  bears  witnefs  in  the  face  of 
the  wbpl^  umverfe :  prophecies,  wfiich  were  not  myfteri* 

*.**  oufly 
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pufly  hidden  from  the  people*  left  their  £ilfehood  flioohf 
be  betrayed ;  Hke  thofe  vain  oracles  of  the  Sybils,  carefuU 
ly  ifaut  up  in  the  capitol,  fabricated  to  fupport  the  Roman 
pride,  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  pontiffs  alone,  and  pro- 
duced, peace-meal,  from  time  to  time,  to  authorife,  in 
the  mind  of  the  people,  either  a  dangerous  enterprife,  or 
an  unjuft  war.  On  the  contrary,  our  prophetical  books 
were  the  daily  ftudy  of  a  whole  people.  The  young  and 
the  old,  women  and  children,  prieftsand  menof  altrank«, 
princes  and  fubjeQs,  were  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  hav« 
them  continually  in  their  hands;  every  one  was  entitled 
to  ftudy  his  duties  there,  and  to  difcover  his  hopes.  Far 
from  flattering  their  pride,  they  held  forth  only  the  ingra^ 
titude  of  their  fathers;  in  every  page  they  announced 
misfortunes  to  them  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  crimes  ; 
to  kings  they  reproached  their  diflipations,  to  the  pontiffv 
their  profufion,  to  the  people  their  inconftancy  and  unbe- 
lief; and,  neverthelefs,  thefe  holy  books  were  dear  to 
them ;  and,  from  the  oracles  which  they  faw  continualljr 
accomplifliing  in  them,  they  awaited  with  confidence  the 
-fulfilment  of  thofe  which  the  whole  univerfe  hath  now 
witnefled.  Now,  the  knowledge  of  what  is  to  come  is  the 
leaft  fufpicious  charaQer  of  the  divinity. 

.  stdly^  Thefe  myfteries  are  founded  upon  fa£l8  fo  evident- 
ly  miraculous,  fo  well  known  in  Judea,  fo  agreed  to  then, 
even  by  thofe  whofe  interefi  it  was  to  reje£l  them,  fo  fig- 
nalifed  by  events  which  interefted  the  whole  nation,  fo  of- 
ten repeated  in  the  cities,  in  the  country,  in  the  temple,' 
and  in  the  public  places,  that  the  eyes  mufl  be  (hut  againft 
the  light  to  call  them  in  queftion.  The  apoftles  have 
preached  them,  have  written  them,  even  in  Judea,  a  very 
fiiort  time  after  their  fulfilment;  that  is  to  fay,  in  a  time 
when  the  pontiffsi  who  bad  condemned  Jefus  Chrift,  ftill  liv- 
ing, 
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ing,  might  fo  eafily  have  controverted  and  proclaimed  their 
impofture,  had  they  really  been  a  deception  upon  mankind.' 
Jefus  Chrift,  by  fulfilling  his  promife  of  rifing  again  con*, 
finned  his  gofpel,  and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  either,  that 
the  apoflles  could  be  deceived  on  a  fa^  fo  decifive  and  fo 
efTentia]  for  them  ;  on  that  fa£l  fo  often  foretold,  and  look<* 
ed  forward  to  as  the  principal  point  on  which  all  the  reft 
was  to  turn  ;  that  fa£l  fo  often  confirmed,  and  that  before 
fo  many  witnefles ;  nor  that  they  themfelves  wi(hed  to  de« 
ceive  us,,  and  to  preach  a  falfehood  to  men  at  the  expence 
of  their  own  eafe,  honour,  and  life,  the  only  return  which 
they  had  to  expe3  for  their  impoftiire.  Would  thefemen, 
vho  have  left  to  us  only  fuch  pious  and  wife  precepts, 
have  given  to  the  earth  an  example  of  folly  hitherto  un- 
known to  every  people,  and  without  view,  intereft,  or  mo* 
tive,  have  coolly  devoted  themfelves  to  the  moft  excrucia- 
ting tortures,  and  to  a  death  fufiered  with  the  moft  heroical 
piety,  merely  to  maintain  the  truth  of  a  thing,  of  which 
they  therafelyes  knew  the  falfehood  ?  Would  thefe  men 
have  all  tranquilly  fubmitted  to  death  for  the  fake  of  another 
man  who  had  deceived  them,  and  who,  having  failed  in  his 
promife  of  rifing  again  from  the  grave,  had  only  impofed, 
during  life,  upon  their  credulity  and  weaknefs  :  Let  the 
impious  man  no  longer  reproach  to  us,  as  a  credulity,  the 
incomprehenfible  myfieries  of  faith.  He  muft  be  very 
credulous  himfelf,  to  be  able  to  perfuade  himfelf  of  the  pof- 
fibility  of  fuppofitioBS  fo  abfurd. 

Lqjlly^  The  whole  univerfe  hath  been  docile  to  the  faith 
of  thefe  myfteries ;  the  Cefars,  whom  it  degraded  from 
the  rank  of  gods;  the  philofophers,  whom  it  convi£led 
of  ignorance  and  vanity ;  the  voluptuous,  to  whom  k 
preached  felf-denial  and  fufFerance^;  the  rich,  whom  it 
obliged  to  poverty  and  huoiUity ;  the  poofa  whom  it  com* 

.     .  !^3^       manded 
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'  mMi^  t6  love  even  their  abjefiion  ^nd  indigenfee ;  all 
9ien»  of  wkom  it  combetted  all  the  paffioni.  This  faith, 
preached  by  twelve  poor  men  without  learning,  talents,  or 
fuppprt,  bath  fubjeQed  emperors,  the  learned  equally  at 
the  il(^erate,  cities  and  empires ;  myfteries  apparently  fo 
fnMBLih^rr  overthrown  all  the  feCls,  and  all  the  monu- 
^mmK'a  proud  reafon,  and  the  folly  of  the  crofs  hath 

'  been  wifer  than  all  the  wifdom  of  the  age.  The  whole 
univerfe  hath  confpired  againft  it,  and  every  eflbrt  of  its 
enemies,  hath  only  added  frelh  confirmation  to  it.  To  be 
a  believer,  and  to  be  deftined  to  death,  were  two  things 
iafeparable ;  yet  the  danger  was  only  an  additional  charm  | 
the  more  the  perfecutions  were  violent,  the  more  progrefs 
did  faith  make)  and  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was  the  feed 
of  believers.  O  God !  who  doth  not  feel  thy  finger  here  P 
Who,  in  thefe  traits,  would  not  acknowledge  the  charac- 
ter  of  thy  work  ?  Where  is  the  reafon  which  doth  not 
fed  the  vanity  of  its  doubts  to  fink  into  nothing  here, 
and  which  flill  hluflies  to  fubmit  to  adoQrine,  to  which 
tht  whole  Utiiverfe  hath  yielded  ?  But  not  only  is  thil 
fubmilfion  reafonable,  it  is  likewife  glorious  to  men. 

Part  II.  Pride  is  the  fecret  foarce  of  unbelief.  In 
that  oftentation  of  reafon,  which  induces  the  unbeliever 
to  contemn  the  common  belief,  there  is  a  deplorable  fingu- 
faurity  which  flatters  him,  and  occafions  him  to  fuppofe  in 
himfelf  more  vigbur  of  mind  and  mor^  light  than  in  the 
reft  of  men,  becaufe  he  boldly  ventures  to  caftoff  a  yoke 
to  which  they  have  all  fubmitted,  and  to  ftand  up  againft 
what  all  the  reft  had  hitherto  been  contented  to  worQiip. 

• 

Now,  in  order  to  deprive  the  unbeliever  of  fo  wretched 

^   m  confolation,  it  is  only  neceflary  to  demonftrate,  in  the 

Sri|  place,  that  nothing  is  more  glorious  to  reafon  than 

.  *  faith; 
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ftkh  ;  glorioDS  on  the  fide  of  its  proraifes  for  the  future  ; 
glorious  from  the  fituation  in  which  it  places  the  believer 
for  the  prefent;  iaftly,  glorious  from  the  grand  models 
which  it  holds  out  to  his  imitation. 

Glorious  on  the  fide  of  the  promifes  contained  to  iC» 
What  are  the  promifes  of  faith,  my  brethren  7  The  adop«  ^ 
tion  of  God«  an  immortal  fociety  wirii  him,  the  complete 
redemption  of  our  bodies,  the  eternal  felicity  of  our  folils, 
freedom  from  the  paffions,  our  hearts  fixed  by  the  poileC- 
fibn  of  true  riches^  our  minds  penetrated  with  the  inefBi« 
ble  light  of  the  fovereign  reafon,  and  happy  in  the  cletr 
and  always  durable  view  of  the  truth.  Such  are  the  pro« 
inifes  of  faith ;  it  informs  us  that  our  origin  is  divine,  and 
our  hopes  eternal. 

Now,  I  aft,  is  it  difgracefiil  to  reafon  to  believe  truths 
which  do  fuch  honour  to  the  immortality  of  its  nature  f 
Wfaat^  my  brethren,  would  it  then  be  more  glorious  la 
nan  to  believe  himfelf  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  beafis, 
and  to  look  forward  to  the  fame  end  ?  What^  the  unbe- 
liever  would  think  himfelf  more  honoured  by  the  convic« 
lion  that  he  is  only  a  vile  day,  put  together  by  chance,  and 
which  chance   (hall  diflblve,   without  end,   deflination» 
hope,  or  any  other  ufe  of  his  reafon  and  of  his  body,  than 
that  of  bruully  plunging  himfelf,  like  the  brutes,  into 
carnal  gratifications  !  What,  he  would  have  a  higher  opi* 
nion  of  himfelf,  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  an  unfortunate 
wretch,  accidentally  placed  upon  the  earth,  who  looks  for- 
ward to  nothing  beyond  life,  whofe  fweeteft  hope  is  that 
of  finking  back  to  non-entity,  who  relates  nothing  hut  him- 
felf, and  is  reduced  to  find  his  felicity  in  himfelf,  though 
he  can  there  find  only  anxieties  and  fecret  terrors  !  Is  this 
then  that  miferable  diftin£Mon  by  which  the  pride  of  unbelief 
Vol.  II.  y  ii 
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is.fo  much  flattered  ?  Great  God !  How  glorious 'to  thf*; 
truth,  to  have  no  enemies  but  men  of  this  charaBer!  For  . 
my  part  j  as  St.  Ambrofe  formerly  faid  to  the  unbelievers  . 
of  his  time,  I  glory  in  believing  truths  fo  honourable  to 
men,  and  in  expe£ling  the  fulfilment  of  promifes  fo  con- 
folatory.    To  refufe  belief  to  them;  is  forrily  to  punifli 
•ue'sfelf.     Ah!  if  I  foe  deceived,  in  preferring  the  hope* 
of  one  day  enjoying  (|k  eternal  fociety  of  the  righteous  in 
the  b»fom  of  God  to  the  humbling  belief  of  being  of.  the 
fame  nature  as  the  beafls,  it  is  an  error  dear  to  me,  which. 
I  delight  in,  and  upon  which  I  wifli  never  to  be  unde-* 
ceived.  

.  *■  •  *    ■ 

«But,  it  faith  be  glorious  on  the  fide  of  its  promifes  f or  . 
the  future,  it  is  not  lefs  fo  from  the  fituation  in  which  it 
places  the  believer  for  the  prefent.  And  here,  my  brethren, 
figure  to  yourfelves  a  truly  righteous  man,  who  lives  by 
faith,  and  you  will  acknowledge  that  there  is  nothtngoii- 
the  earth  more  fuhlime.  Mailer  of  his  defires  and  of  aH' 
tl}e  movements  of  the  heart ;  exercifing  a  glorious  empire 
over  himfelf ;  in  patience  and  in  equanimity  enjoying  his 
foul,  and  regulating  all  his  paflions  by  the  bridle  ot  tem- 
perance ;  humble  in  profperily,  firm  under  misfortunes, 
cheerful  in  tribulations,  peaceful  with  thofe  who  hate  peace, 
callous  to  Injuries,  feeling  for  the  affli£lions  of  thofe  who 
trefpafs  agatnft  him,  faithful  in  his  promifes,  religious  in 
his  friendfhips,  and  unlhaken  in  his  duties  ;  little  a{fe£led 
\yith  riches,  which  he  contemns;  fatigued  with  honours, 
which  he  dreads  ;  greater  than  the  whole  world,  which  he 
confidcrs  only  as  a  mafs  of  earth  :  what  dignity  ! 

^.Philofophy  conquered  one  vice  only  by  another.  It 
pompoufly  taught  contempt  of  the  world,  merely  to  attra£l 
the  applaufes  of  the  world  ;  it  fought  more  the  glory  of 

wifdom, 
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•  wifdoniy  than  wifdom  itfelf.  In  deftroying  the  other  paf- 
'  fions,  it  continually,  upon  their  ruins,  raifed  up  one  much 

more  dangerous ;  I  mean  to  fay  pride  :  Like  that  prince  6f 
'  Babylon  who  overthrew  the  altars  of  the  national  g6ds, 
V  merely  to  exalt  upon  their  wrecks  his  own  impious  ftatue, 

and  that  monfirous  coloflus  of  pri(ie  which  he  wanted  tKe 
..  whole  earth  to  worlhip.  ■  , 

But  faith  exalts  the  juft  man  above  even  his  virtue. 
Through  it  he  is  ftill  greater  in  the  fecrecy  ot  his  heart, 
and  in  the  eyes  of  God,  than  before  men.  He  forgives 
without  pride  ;  heisdiflntereiled  without  (hew  ;  he  fuffers 
.  without  wifhing  it  to  be  known ;  he  moderate«  his  pafli6n 
without  perceiving  it  himfclf ;  he  alone  is  ignorant  of  tjie 
glory  and  of  the  merit  of  his  anions  ;  far  from  gra<ciou(}y 
looking  upon  himfelf,  he  is  aOiamed  pi  his  virtues  much 
more  than  the  (inner  is  of  his  vices ;  far  from  courting 
applaufe,  be  hides  his  works  from  the  light,  as  if  they 
were  deeds  of  darknefs ;  tove  of  duty  iar  the  foie  fpring  <5f 
his  virtue,  he  a£ls  under  the  eyes  of  God  alone,  and  as  if 
there  were  no  longer  men  upon  the  aarth  ;  what  dignity-! 
Find,  if  you  can,  any  thing  greater  in  the  univerfe.  Re- 
view  all  the  various  kinds  of  glory  with  which  the  worlcl 
gratifies  the  vanity  of  men  ;  and  fee,  if,  all  together,  they 
can  beftow  that  degree  of  dignity  to  whieb  th^  godly  are 

raifed  by  faith. 

> 

Now,  my  dear  hearer,  what  more  honourable  to  man 
than  this  (ituation  ?  Do  you  confider  him  as  more  glorious, 
more  refpeftable,  more  grand,  when  he  follows  the  impul- 
fes  of  brutal  inftin£l  ;  when  he  is  the  (lave  of  hatred,  re- 
venge, voluptuoufnefs,  ambition,  envy,  and  all  thofe  oiher 
monflers  which  alternately  reign  in  his  heart? 


For, 
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For.  are  you  wbo  make  a  boaft  of  unbelief  tborougbly 
acquainted  with  what  is  an  unbeliever  ?  He  is  a  man  with- 
out morals,  probity,  faith  or  cbarafier,  who  owns  no  rule 
but  his  paffions,  no  hw  but  his  iniquitous  thoughts,  no 
matter  but  his  defires,  no  check  but  the  dread  of  authority, 
no  God  but  himfelf ;  an  unnatural  child,  feeing  he  believes 
that  chance  alone  hath  given  him  fathers  ;  a  faithlefs  friend^ 
feeing  he  looks  up^n  men  merely  as  the  wretched  fruits  of 
%  wild  and  fortuitous  concurrence,  to  whom  he  is  connefied 
only  by  tranfitory  ties ;  a  cruel  mafter,  feeing  he  is  con- 
vinced that  the  flrongefi  and  themoft  fortunate  have  always 
leafon  on  their  fide.  For,  who  could  henceforth  place 
any  dependence  upon  you  ?  You  no  longer  fear  a  God ; 
jou  no  longer  refpeft  men;  you  look  forward  to  nothing 
lifter  this  lite ;  virtue  and  vice  aure  merely  prejudices  of 
education  in  your  eyes,  and  the  confequences  of  popular 
credulity.  Adulteries,  revenge,  blafphemies,  theblackeft 
treacheries,  abominations  which  we  dare  tiot  even  fo  name, 
are  no  longer  in  your  opinion,  but  human  prohibitions,  and 
regulations  efbblifhed  through  the  policy  oi  legiflators. 
According  to  you,  the  mofl  horrible  crimes,  or  the  pureft 
virtues,  are  all  equally  the  fame,  fince  an  eternal  annihi- 
lation fhall  faon  equalife  thejufl  and  the  impious,  and  for 
ever  confound  them  both  in  the  dreary  manfion  of  the 
tomb.  What  a  monfter  mufl  you  then  be  upon  the  earth  ? 
Does  this  reprefentation  of  you  highly  gratify  your  pride, 
or  can  you  fupport  even  its  idea  ? 

Befides,  you  pride  yourfelf  upon  irreligion,  as  fpringing 
from  your  fuperiority  of  mind  ;  but  trace  it  to  its  fource. 
What  hath  led  you  to  free-thinking  ?  Is  it  not  the  corrup- 
tion of  your  heart  ?  Would  you  have  ever  thought  of  im- 
piety had  you  been  able  to  allay  religion  with  your  plea- 
fures  ?  You  began  to  hefitate  upon  a  do6lrine  which  in- 
commoded 
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commoded  your  paffions ;  and  you  have  marked  it  tlowD  at 
falfe  from  the  moment  that  you  found  it  irkfome.  You  have 
anitioufly  fought  to  perfuade  yourfdf  What  you  had  fuob 
an  intei^ft  to  believe ;  that  all  died  with  us ;  that  eternal 
punifliments  were  merely  the  terrors  of  education ;  that  in- 
clinations born  with  us  could  never  be  crimes ;  what  know 
I  ?  And  all  thofe  maxims  of  free-thinking  originatii^; 
from  hell.  We  are  eafily  perfuaded  of  what  we  wifli. 
Solomon  worihipped  the  gods  of  foreign  women  only  v> 
quiet  himfelf  in  his  debaucheries.  If  men  had  never  had 
paffions,  or  if  religion  had  countenanced  them,  unbelief 
woufd  never  have  appeared  upon  the  earth.  And  apvopf 
that  what  I  fay  is  true»  is  that,  in  the  moments  when  yop 
are  difgufted  with  guilt,  you  imperceptibly  turn  towards 
religion  f  in  the  moments  when  your  paffions  are  more 
cool,  your  doubts  diminilh ;  you  render,  as  if  in  fpite  ot 
yourfelf,  a  fecret  homage  in  the  bottom  of  your  heart  to 
the  truth  of  fsith ;  in  vain  you  try  to  weaken  it,  you  can* 
not  JTucceed  in  ^xtinguifliiog  it ;  at  the  firft  fignal  of  deatli, 
you  raife  your  eyes  towards  heaven,  you  acknowledge  the 
Cod  whofe  finger  is  upon  you,  you  caft  yourfelf  upon  the 
bdfom  of  your  Father,  and  the  Author  of  your  being.; 
.you  tremble  over  a  futurity  which  you  had  vaunted  not  to 
believe;  and,. humbled  under  the  hand  of  the  Almightjr, 
on  the  point  of  falling  upon  and  crufliing  you  like  a  worm 
of  the  earth,  you  confefs  that  he  is  alone  great,  alone  wife, 
alone  immtoral,  and  that  man  is  only  vanity  and  lies. 

Lafily^  If  frelh  proofs  were  neceflary  to  my  fubjed,  T 
could  prove  to  you  how  glorious  faith  is  to  man  on  the  fide 
of  the  grand  models  which  it  holds  out  /or  our  iitiitation. 
Confider  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  faid  kMieriy  tbe 
Jews  to  their  children.  Confider  the  holy  men  who  have 
gone  before  you,  to  whom  their  faith  hath  merited  fo  ho* 

nourable 
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nourable  a  teflimony,  faid  formerly  St.  Paul  to  the  faithfiilt 
'  after  having  related  to  them,  in  that  beautiful  chapter  of 

his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  9  theirnames,  and  the  raoft  won- 
'  derful  circiimllances  of  their  faiilory,  from  age  to  age. 

Behold  the  excellency  of  the  Chriftian  faith.  Recolleft 
all  the  great  men  which,  in  all  ages,  have  fubmitted  to  it ; 
•fuch  magnanimous  princes,  fuch  religious  conquerors, 
Tuch  venerable  paftors,  fuch  enlightened  philofophers, 
fuch  eftimable  learned  men,  wits  h  vaunted  in  their  age, 
fuch  noble  martyrs,  fuch  penitent  anchorites,  fuch  pure 
and  conftant  virgins,  heroes  in  every  defcription  of  virtue. 
^iHiilofophy  preached  a  pompous  wifdom ;  but  its  fage  was 
no  where  to  be  found.  Here  what  a  cloud  of  witnefles ! 
What  an  uninterrupted  tradition  of  Chriftian  heroes  from 
the  blood  of  Abel  down  to  us ! 

Now,  I  aflc,  (hall  you  blufh  to  tread  in  the  fleps  of  fo 
many  illuftrious  names  ?  Place  on  the  one  fide  all  the 
great  men  whom,  in  all  ages,  religion  hath  given  to  the 
world,  and  on  the  other,  that  fmall  number  of  black  and 
defperate  minds  whom  unbelief  hath  produced.  Doth  it 
appear  more  honourable  for  you  to  rank  yourfelf  among  the 
latter  party  ?  To  adopt  for  guides,  and  for  your  models, 
thofe  men  whofe  names  are  only  recolle£led  with  horror, 
thofe  monfters  whom  it  hath  pleafed  providence  to  permit, 
that  nature  (hould,  from  time  to  time,  bring  forth ;  or  the 
Abrahams,  the  Jofephs,  the  Mofefes,  the  Davids,  the 
apoftolic  men,  the  righteous  of  ancient  and  of  modern 
times?  Support,  if  you  can,  this  comparifon.  Ahf  faid 
formerly  St.  Jerome  on  a  different  occafion,  if  you  believe 
me  in  error,  it  is  glorious  for  me  to  be  deceived  with 
fuch  guides. 


And 
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And  here,  my  brethren,  leaving  unbelievers  for  9  (no-; 
meiit,  allow  roe  to  addrefs  royfelf  to  yoa.  Avowed  .unbe-r 
lief  is  a  vice  perhaps  rare  among  us ;  but  the  Iwplicity  of> 
faith  is  not  perhaps  lefs  fo.    We  would  feel  a  horror  at 
quitting  the  belief  of  our  fathers ;  but  we  wi(h  to  refine 
upon,  our  fincerity.     We  do  not  permit,  ourfelves  to  doubt 
upon  the  main  part^  of  the  myfleries ;  but  obf^dience  is  phi- 
lofopbica'Uy  given,  by  impoGng  our  own  yoke,  by  weigh* . 
ing  the  holy  truths,  receiving  fome  as  reafonable,  rctafon-; 
ing  upon.. others,  and  meafuring  them   by  pur  own.ieeblc- 
lights ;  ,and  o)ir  age,  more  than,  any  other^  is  fuILofthefe. 
half  beKevets,  ■  who,  under  tb^  pretext  of  .talking  .away  from , 
religion  all  that  credulity  or  prejudice  may  have  ^ded  to  it, 
deprive  faith  of  the  whole  merit  of  fubmifEon.   . 
•      ■•  .  -.  .  ■ .   •  ■ 

Now,  my  brethren,  fanfiity  ought  only  to  be  fpoken  of 
with, a  religious  circumfpeflion.     Faith  is  a  virtue.almofi* 
equally  delicate  a$  modefiy  :  a  fingle  doubt,  a  fiiigle  Word; 
injures.it;.  a  breath,  as  I  may  by,  tarnifhes  it.-    Yet,  n(?- 
vertlielefs,  what  licence  do  they  not  allow  themfelyes  in 
modern  converfations  upon  all  that  is  moft  refpe£lable  in: 
the  faith  of  our  fathers  ?    Alas !  the  terrible  name  of  the 
Lord  could  not  be  even  pronounced  under  the.  Jaw  .by  the 
mouth  of  man  ;  and,  at  prefent;  all  that  is  moftfacre^  and, 
moft  augufl  in  religion,  is  become  a  common  fubje^of 
worldly  converfations;  there  every  thing  is  talked  o vet',, 
and  freely  decided  upon.     Vain  and  fuperficial  men,  whofe, 
only  knowledge  of  religion  conGfls  of  a  little  more  temeri- 
ty than  the  illiterate  and  the  common  people;  producing, 
as  their  whole  flock  of  learning,  fome  common-place  and 
hackneyed  doubts,  which  they  have  picked  up,  but  never 
had  formed  themfelvcs  ;  doubts  which  have  fo  often  been 
cleared  up,  that  they  feem  now  to  exifl  no  longer  but  to, 
glorify  the  truth;  men  who,  amid  the  mofl  difFulute  man* 
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iien»  have  never  devoted  an  hour  of  ferioot  attention  to 
the  truth  of  religion,  a&  the  philofophert  and  boldly  de- 
cide upon  points  which  a  whole  life  of  ftudy,  aecompani* 
ed  with  learning  and  piety,  could  fcarcely  clear  op. 

Even  perfons  of  a  fex,  in  whom  ignorance  on  certaio 
points  would  be  meritorious,  and  who,  though  knowing^- 
good-breeding  and  decency  require  that  they  (hould  aflfeft 
to  be  ignorant ;  perfons  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
world  than  with  Jefus  Ghrift ;  who  even  know  not  of  reli- 
gion what  is  neceflary  to  regulate  their  manners,  pretend 
doubts,  wifli  to  have  them  explained,  are  afraid  of  believ- 
ing too  ranch,  have  iufpicions  upon  the  whole,-  yet  have 
aone  upon  their  own  miferable  fituation,  and  the  vifible 
impropriety  of  their  life.  O  God !  it  is  thus  that  thou  de- 
livereft  up  finners  to  the  vanity  of  their  own  fancies,  and 
permitteft  that  thofe  who  pretend  to  penetrate  into  thine 
adorable  fecrecies  know  not  themfelves.  Faith  is  there- 
fore glorious  to  man ;  this  has  juft  been  (hewn  to  you  s 
it  now  remains  for  me  to  prove  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
him. 

Part  III.  Of  all  the  charafiers  of  faith,  the  neceflity 
of  it  is  the  one  which  renders  the  unbeliever  moft  inexcu- 
fable.  All  the  other  motives  w£ich  are  employed  to  lead 
him  to  the  truth  are  foreign,  as  I  may  fay,  to  him ;  this 
one  is  drawn  from  his  own  ground.work,  I  mean  to  fay, 
from  the  nature  itfelf  of  his  reafon. 

Now,  I  fay  that  faith  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  man,  in 
the  gloomy  and  obfcure  paths  of  this  life ;  for  his  reafon  is 
weak,  and  it  requires  to  be  aflifted ;  becaufe  it  is  corrupt- 
ed, and  it  requires  to  be  cured  ;  becaufe  it  is  changeable, 
and  it  requires  to  be  fixed.    Now,  biih  alone  is  the  aid 

which 
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5vhich  affifis  and  enli^itens  it,  the*  remedy  whi'ch'cure.s  it, 
the  bridle  and  the  rule  which  retains  and  fix^it.  Yet  a  mo- 
jnent  of  attention ; '  I  {hall  not  miremploy  it. 

,  .  .  »:  . 

I  Tay,  \Jlly^  that  rearon  is  weak,  and  that  an  aid  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  it.  Alas !  my  brethren,  we  know  not,  neither 
ourrelves/ nor  what  is  external  to  us.  We  are  totally  ig- 
norant  how  we  have  been  formed,  by  what  imperceptible 
progreflionsour  bodies  have  received  arrangement  and  life, 
and- what  are  the  infinite  fprings,  and  the  divine  ikill,  which 
give  motion  to  the  whote  machine.  '<  I  cannot  tell/'  faid 
that  illuftrious  mother,  mentioned ; in  the  Maccabees,  to 
her  children,  "  how  ye  came  into  my  womb  ;  for  {  neither 
'*  gave  you  breath  lior  life,  neither  was  it  I  that  formed 
**  the  members  oi  every  one  of  you :  but  doubtlefs  the 
"  Creator  of  the  world,  who  formed  the  generation  of 
'**>iiian«'and  found  obt  the  beginning  of  all  things,  will  alfo, 
^*  of  hii;iowtf  mercyf  give  you  breath  and  life  again,  as  ye 
•^  now  regard  not  yourown  felves  for  his  law's  fake."  Our 
body  is  itfelf  a  myfllery,  in  which  the  human  mind  is  loft 
and  overwhelmed^'  aAdot  which  ^he  fedrets  (hall  never  be 
feithomed,^  for  there  is  none  but  him  alone  who  hath 
prefidedatits  formation,  who  is  capable  of  comprehend- 
ing them.        •  .   ,       . . 

That  breath  of  the  divinity  which  animates  us,  that  por- 
tion  of  ourfelves  which  renders  us  capable  of  loving  and  of 
knowing,  is  not  lefs  unknown  to  us :  we  are  entirely  igno- 
rant how  its  defires,  its  fears,  its  hopes,  are  formed,  and 
how  it  can  give  to  itfelf  its  ideas  and  images.  No  one 
hath  hitherto  been  able  to  comprehend  how  that  fpiritual 
being,  fo  different  in  its  nature  from  matter,  hath  poflibly 
been  united  in  us  with  it  by  fuch  indiflbluble  ties,  that  the 
two  fubftances  no  lobger  form  but  one  whole,  and  the 
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good  and  eVil  of  the  ooe  bccoine  tbe  good  mdnsvfl  6f  the 
other.  We  are  a  tnyfleiy  tberefoie  to  ouifelvei,  it  Sk; 
Augullin  formerly  faid ;  a»d  we  wottld  be  difficuhedta  hef^ 
what  is  even  that  vain  curiofity  which  pries  into  every 
thing,  or  how  it  bath  been  fontied  in  our  foul*  < 

.  ..     •  ■  • 

In  all  around  us  wc  ftill  find  nothing  bntenigmal;  wc 
live  as  Grangers  upon  the  earth,  aild  amSd  objefiis  which 
we  know  not.  To  man»  nature  i$a,  clofdd.book ;  and  ibe 
Creator,  to  confound »  il  would  appear,  bunlanpride»  batb 
been  pleafed  to  overTpr^  the  fa<%  of  ibii  abyfs  with  in 
impeoemble  obfcurity^. 

Lift  up  tbide  eyes,  O  man !  Conftdertbore  grand  lumi** 
naries  fufpended  over  your  head»  and  which  fwimi  t^  I 
may  fay,  through  thofe  inrimenfe  fpacei  in^  which  thy  reafoii 
is  loft.  Who,  fays  Job,  bath  formed  tbe  fun,  and  given 
a  name  to  the  infinite  multitude  of  fiars  ?  Comptehendv 
if  thou  can,  their  nature,  their  ufe,  their  properties,  their 
fituation,  their  diftance,  their  revolutions,  the  equality  or 
the  inequality  ot  their  nyovements.  Our  age  ha^)i  pc netra* 
ted  a  little  into  their  obfcurity,  that  is  to  lay,  kr  htth  a  little 
better  conjeQured  upon  them  than  the  precedisrg  ages ;  but 
what  are  its  difcoveries,  when  compared  to  wt^at  we  are 
ftill  ignorant  of  7    .  <^,, 

Defcend  upoij^ne  earth,  and  te|l  us,  if  thou  know, 
what  it  is  tha^lMps  the  winds,  bound  up ;  what  regulates 
the  courfe  o^Ste  thunders  and  ot  the  tempefis ;  what  is 
the  fatal  .bounaBnry  which  places  its  mark,  and  fays  to  the 
rulhing  waves,  **  Here  you  (hall  go,  and  no  farther;"  and 
bow  the  prodigy  fo  regular  of  its  movement^^  formed ; 
explain  to  us  the  furprifing  eSefls  of  plants,  ot'  metals,  of 
tbe  elementa,;  find  out  in  what  manner  gold  is  purified  in 
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Hkt  l)9ivds  pf  the  ^wk ;  i«ii9vel«  i{  thou  can,  tb«  infinite 
(kill  employed  fin  |the  for^uitiQn  of  the  very  inie6U  which 
fj^wl  ^nefort  ts  ;:  give  us.  aa  explanation  of  the  various  in* 
^ti^$  of  animals  i  l^ro  on  every  fide ;  aMufe  in  ail  her 
parts  offers  nothing  to  thee  but  enigmas.  O  man  !  thou 
knoweft  nothing  of  the  objefis,  even  under  thine  eyes, 
and  tbou  wouldft  pretend  to  fathom  the  eternal  depths  of 
fa&b  ?  Nature  is  a  inyftery  to  thee,  and  thou  wouldft  have 
%  religim  which  h^  pone  ?  Thou  art  igqocant  of  the  fe- 
firets  0f  man,  and  thoM  wouldft  pretend  to  know  the  fecreti 
nC  God  ?  Thou  knoweft  not  thy  felf,  and  thou  wouldft  pre- 
|end  U)  fathom  what  is  to  nmch  above  thee  ?  The  univerfe, 
which  God  hath  yielded  up  to  thy  ci^kio£ty  aa^ifputefl, 
is  an  i^yfs  in  which  thou  art  loft ;  and  thoisirf||^H|hat  the 
myfteries  of  faith,  which  he  hath  folely  ^l9H|Hv'y  ^^'^ 
cility  and  to  thy  refpeA,  fiiould  have  notbtfiJtiREich  furi* 
pafles  thy  feeble  lights  ?  O  blindnefs  I  were  ev^  thing, 
excepting  religion,"  ckar  apd  evident,  thou  then,  with 
fome  ihew  of  reafon,  mightft  miftnift  its  obfcurities ;  but 
fince  every  thing  around  thee  is  a  labyrinth  in  which  tbo« 
^rt  bewildered,  ought  not  the  fecret  of  God,  as  St.  Au- 
guftin  formerly  faid,  to  render  thee  more  refpe^iul  and 
snore  attentive,  far  from  being  more  incredulous  ? 

The  neceffity  of  faith  is^  therefore,  founded,  in  the  firft 
place,  upon  the  weaknefs  of  reafon ;  but  it  is  likewife  found- 
ed upon  its  profound  depravity.  And,  in  eScSt,  what 
was  more  naturad  to  man,  than  to  confefs  his  God  the  au« 
tbor  of  bis  being  and  of  hi^  felicity,  his  end  and  his  princi> 
pie ;  than  to  adore  his  wifdom,  his  power,  his  goodnefs, 
and  all  thofe  divine  perfefiions  of  which  he  bath  engraven 
upon  his  work  fuch  profound  and  evident  niarks  ?  Thefe 
tights  were  bom  with  us.  Nevertheiefs,  review  all  thofe 
ages  of  inkmiii  and  of  fuperftition  which  preceded  the* 

gofpel, 
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gofpel,  and  fee  how  far  man  had  degraded  his  Creator,  and 
to  what  he  had  likened  his  God.  There  was  nothing  fo 
TJle  in  the  created  world  but  his  impiety  ere3ed  into  gods» 
and  man  was  th^lK>bleft  divinity  which  w^s  worfliipped  by 
man.  . 

If,  from  religion  you  pafs  to  the  roorah'ty,  all  the  princi- 
pies  of  natural  equity  were  effaced,  and  man  no  longer  bore, 
written  in  his  heart,  the  work  of  that  law  which  nature 
has  engraven  on  it.  Plato,  even  that  man  fo  wife,  and  who, 
according  to  St.  Augufiin,  had  fo  nearly  approached  to  the 
truth,  neverthelefs  aboli(he$  the  holy  inftitution  of  marriage  ; 
and,  pemjtiying  a  brutal  confufion  among  men,  he  for  ever 
does  away  all  paternal  names  and  rights,  which,' even  in  ani- 
mals, nature. htth  fo  evidently  refpefled  ;  and  gives  to  the 
earth  men  all  uncertain  of  their  origin,  all  coming  into  the 
world  without  parents,  as  I  may  fay  ;  and  confequently  with- 
out  ties,  tendernefs,  aflTedion,  or  humanity  ;  all  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  become  incefluous  or  parricides,  without  even 
knowing  it. 

# 

Others  came  to  announce  to  men  that  voluptuoufnefs 
was  the  fovereign  good  ;  and  whatever  might  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  firft  author  of  this  fe£l,  it  is  certain  that 
his  difciples  fought  no  other  felicity  than  that  of  the  brutes : 
the  mod  fhameful  debaucheries  became  philofophical  max- 
ims. Rome,  Athens,  Corinth  beheld  exceffes,  where  it 
may  be  faid,  that  man  was  no  longer  man.  Even  this  is 
nothing ;  the  mod  abominable  vices  were  confecrated  there : 
temples  and  altars  were  erefted  to  tHem:  lafcivioufnefs, 
inceft,  cruelty,  treachery,  and  other  ftill  more  abandoned 
crimes,  were  made  divinities  of:  the  worfhip  became  a 
public  debauch  and  proftitution ;  and  gods,  fo  criminal, 
were  no  longer  honoured  but  by  crimes  :  and  the  apoftle, 

who 
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who.  relates  them  to  us,  takes  care  to  inform  us  that  fuch 
was  not  merely  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  people,  but  of  fa-^ 
ges  and  philofophers  who  had  erred  in  the  vanity  of  their 
own  thoughts,  and  whom  God  haddelivflied  up  to  the  cor« 
ruption  of  their  heart.  O  God  !  in  permftting  human  rea« 
fon  to  tall. into  fuch  horrible  errors,  thou  intended  to 
let  man  know,  that  reafon,  when  deliveredup  to  its  own 
darknefs,  is  capable  of  every  thing,  and  that  it  can  never 
take  upon  itfelf  to  be  its  own  guide,:  without  plunging  in- 
to abyfles  from  which  thy  law  and  thy  light  are  alone  capa- 
ble  of  withdrawing  him. '  ... 

Laftly,  If  the  depravity  of  reafon  fo  evidently  expoFe 
the  neceflity  of  a  remedy  to  cure,  its  eternal  inconfiancies 
and  fluduations  yet  more  inftru£k  man,  that  a  check  and  a 
rule  are  abfolutely  requifite  to  fix  it. 

And  here,  my  brethren,  it  the  brevity  of  a  difcourfe 
would  permit  all  to  be  faid,  what  vain  difputes,  what  end- 
lefs  queftionS,  what  different  opinions  have  formerly  en- 
groflcd  all  the  fchools  of  heathen  philofophy  I  And  think 
not  that  it  was  upon  matters  which  God  feems  to  have 
yielded  up  to  the  conteftation  of  men  ;  it  was  upon  the  na- 
ture even  of  God,  upon  his  exiftence,  upon  the  immortali- 
ty of  the  foul,  upon  the  true  felicity. 

Some  doubted  the  whole ;  others  believed  that  they  knew 
every  thing.  Some  denied  a  God  ;  others  gave  us  one  of 
their  own  tafhioning ;  that  is  to  fay,  fome  ot  them  floth- 
ful,  an  indolent  fpe£latbr  of  human  things,  and  tranquilly 
leaving  to  chance  the  management  of  his  own  work,  as  a 
care  unworthy  of  his  greatnefs,  and  incompatible  with 
his  conveniency  ;  fome  others  made  him  the  (lave  oi 
iatesy  and  fubje£l  to  laws  which  he  had  no  hand  in  impo- 

fing 
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Bug  upon  htmlelf:  others  i^n  incorporaft d,  Witfa  the 
whole  anivcrfe,  the  foul  of  Om  vaft  body,  and  ^compofing, 
at  it  were,  a  part  of  that  world  which  is  entikvly  )iiii  work. 
Many  others  of  which  I  know  nothings  for  t  pretend  not 
to  recapitulate  tMUBall;  but  as  many  fchools,  fo  nmny 
were  the  featinients  upon  fo  eflentiai  a  point.  So  many 
iget,  fo  many  frefh  abfufdities  upon  the  immortality  and 
the  nature  of  the  foul ;  here,  it  was  an  affemblage  of  atoms ; 
there,  a  fubtile  fire ;  in  another  place,  a  minute  and  pene- 
trating air;  in  another  fchooi,  a  portion  of  the  divinity. 
Some  made  it  to  die  with  the  body;  others  would  have 
it  to  have  exifted  before  the  body  :  fome  again  made  it  to 
pafs  from  one  body  to  another ;  from  man  to  the  horfe, 
from  the  condition  of  a  reafonabie  being  to  that  of  ani* 
mats  without  reafon.  There  were  fome  who  taught  that 
the  true  happinefs  of  man  is  in  the  fenfes  ;  a  greater-  nnm** 
ber  placed  it  in  the  reafon  ;  others  again  found  it  only  in 
£ime  and  giory  ;  many  in  floth  and  indolence.  And  what 
is  the  moft  deplorable  here,  is,  that  tbeexifience  of  God, 
his  nature,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  the  deftination  and 
the  happinefs  of  men,  all  points  fo  eflentiai  to  his  deftiny, 
fo  decifive  with  regard  to  his  eternal  mifery  or  happinefs, 
were  neverthelefs  become  problems,  every  where  deftined 
merely  to  amufe  the  leifure  of  the  fchools  and  the  vanity 
oi  the  Sophifts  ;  idle  queftions,  in  which  they  were  never 
interefled  for  the  principle  of  truth,  but  folely  tor  the  glory 
of  coming  oiT conqueror.  Great  God!  It  is  in  this  manner 
that  thou  fporteft  with  human  wifdom. 

If  from  thence  we  entered  into  the  Chriftian  ages,  who 
could  enumerate  that  endlefs  variety  of  fefis  which,  in  all 
times,  hath  broken  the  unity,  in  order  to  follow  firange 
do£lrines  ?  W|)at  were  the  abominations  of  the  Gnofticks, 
the  extravagant  follies  of  the  Valentioians,  the  finaticifm 

of 


THE  TWffi  or :  RKil^lON.  M$f 

of  Montttius^  the  ctmtndifiionf  of  ibt  Manicteadi  ?  T^ 
low  eveiy.  age ;  at,  in  brder  to  provt  the  juft*  .it  is  necer*> 
fary  that  there  be  herefies.  You  WiU^Rnl  that  la  evetjf 
age  the  church  hath  alwi^s  bees  mifmbly  rrni  Withlhem. 

Recal  to  youT  remembrance  the  fad  diflentiom  of  Oft  If 
the  paft  age.  Since  the  fiqMuration  of  our  brethren,  What  a 
inoaftrouB  variety  in  their  do&rinel  What  endlefs  ftfil 
fprungfrom  only  one  fefil  What  nnmberlefa  particufar 
aflembtiei  in  one  brae  fchifml  O  faith !  O  gift  of  God ! 
O  divine  torch,  which  comes  to  ^lear  up  darknefs»  how 
neceflary  art  thou  to  man !  O  infallible  rule,  fent  from 
hdiven,  and  given  in  truft  to  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
always.'  the  fame  in  all  ages»  always  independent  of  placet, 
of  times,  of  nations,  and  of  interefts,  how  rcquifite  it  ts 
that  thou  ferved  as  a  check  upon  the  eternal. £u£luations  of 
the  human  mind !  O  pillar  of  fire^Hrt  the  fame  time  fo  ob- 
fcure  and  fo  luminous,  of  what  importaocfe  it  is  that  thou 
always  conduced  the  camp  of  the  Lord,  the  tabernacle 
and  the  tents  of  Ifrael,  through  all  the  perils  of  the  defert, 
the  rocks,  the  temptations  and  the  dark  and  unknown 
paths  of  this  life  I 

For  you,  my  brethren,  what  inllruflion  fliould  we  draw 
from  this  difcourfe,  and  what  fliould  I  fay  to  you  in  con* 
eluding  ?  You  fay  that  you  have  faith  ;  Qiew  your  faith  by 
your  works.  What  (hall  it  avail  you  to  have  believec],  if 
your  manners  have  belied  your  belief  7  The  gofpel  is  yet 
more  the  religion  of  the  heart  than  of  the  mind.  That 
faith  which  makes  Cbriftians  is  not  a  fimple  fubmif&on  of 
the  reafon ;  it  is  a  pious  tendernefs  of  the  foul;  it  is  a  con- 
tinual longing  to  become  like  unto  Jefus  Chrift;  it  is  an 
indefatigable  application  in  rooting  out  from  ourfelves 
whatever  may  be  inimical  to  a  life  of  faith.    There  is  an 
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opbelief  of  the  heart,  equally  dangerous  to  falvation  as 
that  of  the  mind.  A  man  who  obftinately  refufes  belief, 
after  all  the  prom  oi  religion,  is  a  monfier,  whom  we 
contemplate  with  horror ;  but  a  Chriftian  who  believes, 
yet  lives  as  though  he  believed  not,  is  a  madman,  whofe 
folly  compafleth  comprehenfion  :  the  one  procures  his  own 
condemnation,  like  a  man  defperate ;  the  other,  like  an 
indolent  one,  who  tranquilly  allows  himfelf  to  be  carried 
down  by  the  waves,  and  thinks  that  he  i$  thereby  faving 
himfelf.  Make  your  faith  then  certain,  my  brethren,  by 
your  good  works ;  and  if  you  fhudder  at  .the  fol6  name  of 
an  impious  perfbn,  have  the  fame  horror  at  yourfelves, 
feeing  we  are  taught  by  fiith,  that  the  deltiny  of  the  wick- 
ed Chrifiian  (hall  not  be  diffi?i:ent  from  his,  and  that  his 
lot  (hall  be  the  fame  as  thatiof  the  unbeliever.  Live. con- 
formably to  what  you  believe. .  Such  is  the  faith  of  the 
righteous,  and  the  only  one  to. which  the£ternal  promifes 
have  been  made. 
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Howbeit  we  know  this  man^  wlumceheis  ;  tut  when  Ckryt 
c^mctht  no  tnan  ^now^th  wktnce  hf  Um 

MUCH  is  the  grand  pretext  oppofed  by  tbe  unbeliet  of  tb^ 
Jews  to  the  dofitrine  and  tQ  tbe  roiniftry  of  Jefus  Cbrift  { 
doubu  upon  the  truth  of  his  miflion.  We  koaw  who 
^u  art,  and  whence  thou  coibefi,  faid  they  to  him  j  t>of 
ibK  Chrift  whom  we  e^pe3»  when  he  cometht  no  maq 
J^npweth  whence  he  is.  It  is  ff r  from  cleart  theq,  thjif 
ttK>u  art  th^  Mefliah  promifed  to  our  fath^r^ ;  perhf  ps  it  i| 
an  evil  fpirit  which,  through  thee»  operates  thefe  wondcrf 
before  our  eyes,  and  impofes  upon  the  credulity  of  tht 
yulgv ;  fo  maoy  deceivers  have  already  appeared  io  Ju^ca, 
who,  giving  themfelves  put  for  the  Great. l^rophet  whp  i^* 
to  come,  have  feduced  the  people,  and  at  ^  drawn  dowc^ 
upon  themfelves  the  punilhment  due  to  their  impofluret 
ILeep  us  no  longer  in  doubt :  if  thou  be  tbe  Chrift,  tell  us 
plaioly,  and  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  .room  Aall  no  longei*bc 
l^it  either  for  doubt  or  Cor  miftali^e. 

I  would  not  dare  to  fay  this  here,  my  brethren,  were 

the  language  of  doubts  upon  faith  not  become  fo  commoa 

Vol*  II.  A  a  now 
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now  among  us,  that  precaution  is  needlefs  in  undertaking 
to  confute  it :  behold  the  almoft  univerfal  pretext  employ- 
ed in  the  world  to  authorife  a  life  altogether  criminal.  W^ 
every  where  meet  with  finaers  who  coolly  tell  us,  that 
they  would  be  converted  were  they  well  aifured  that  all  we 
tell  them  of  religion  were  true ;  that  perhaps  there  is  no- 
thing after  this  life ;  that  they  have  doubts  and  difficulties 
upon  our  myfieries,  to  which  they  can  find  no  f9tisfa£iory 
anfwer ;  that,  after  all,  the  whole  appears  very  uncertain ; 
and  that,  before  engaging  to  follow  all  the  rigid  maxims  of 
the  gofpel,  it  would  be  proper  to  be  well  aflured  that  our 
toils  Dial}  not  be  loft« 

Now,  my  intention  at  prefent  is  not  to  overthrow  unbe- 
lief by  the  grand  proofs  which  eftablifh  the  truth  of  the 
Chn'flian  faith  :  fetting  afide  that  elfewhere  we  have  alrea* 
*  dy  efiablifhed  them,  it  is  a  fubjed  far  too  extcnflve  for  a 
difcourfe,  and  often  beyond  even  the  capacity  of  the  majo- 
tity  of  thofe  who  liften  to  us ;  it  is  frequently  paying  too 
much  deference  to  the  frivolous  objeftions  of  thofe  who 
give  themfelves  out  as  free-thinkers  in  the  world  to  cm* 
ploy  the  gravity  of  our  miniflry  ib  refuting  and  overthrow- 
ing  them. 

•  We  muft  take  a  fliorter  and  more  eafy  way,  therefore, 
at  pielent.  My  defign  is  not  to  enter  into,  the  foundation 
of  the  proofs  which  render  teilimony  to  the  truth  of  faith ; 
I  mean  only  to  expofe  the  falfity  of  unbelief :  I  mean  to 
prove  that  the  greatefl  part  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves 
unbelievers,  are  not  fo;  that  almoft  all  thofe  finners  who 
vaunt,  and  are  continually  alledging  to  us  their  doubts,  as 
the  only  obflacle  to  their  converfion,  have  aSualiy  none ; 
and  that,  of  all  the  pretexts  employed  as  an  cxcufe  for 
not  changing  their  life,   that  of   doubts  upon  religion, 

•  now 
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SOW  the  moft  commoo,  is  the  leaft  true  and  the  leaft 
Siicere. 

» 
.  It  appears  furprifing  at  firft  that  I  fliouM  undertake  to 
prove  to  thofe  who  believe  to  have  doubts  upon  religion, 
and  are  continually  objefiihg  them  to  us,  that  they  have 
actually  none :  nevertheiefs,  with  a  proper  knowledge  of 
men,  and,  above  all^  with  a  proper  attention  to  the  cba* 
ra&er  of  thofe  who  make  a  boaft  of  doubting,  nothing  is 
more  eafy  than  thia  convifiion*  I  fay  to  their  charaBer, 
in  which  are  always  to  be  found  licentioufnefs,  ignorance,* 
and  vanity ;  and  fuch  are  the  three  ufnal  fources  of  their 
doubts :  they  give  the  credit  of  them  to  unbelief,  which 
has  fcarcely  a  Ihare  in  them. 

ifilyt  It  is  licentioufnefs  which  propofes,  without  dar« 
ing  to  believe  them.     Firft  reflefiion. 

fuUy^  It  is  ignorance  which  adopts,  without  comprehend- 
ing them.    Second  refle&ion. 

Lajlly^  It  is  vanity  which  boafts,  without  being  able  to 
fucceed  in  drawing  any  refource  from  them.  Laft  reflec 
tion. 

.  That  is  to  fay,  that  the  greateft  part  of  tboTe,  who  call 
themfelves  unbelievers,  are  licentious-  enough  to  with  to ' 
be  fo ;  too  ignorant  to  be  fo  in  reality ;  and,  nevertbelefs, 
fufficiently  vain  to  wiih  to  appearTo«  Let  us  unfold  thefe 
three  reflefiions,  now  become  fo  important  among  us ; 
and  let  us  overthrow  licentioufnefs  rather  than  unbelief*  by 
laying  it  open  to  itfelf. 


*  1 
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'  Part  I.  It  tAuft  at  otice  be  admitted,  tsf  Krethreili 
and  it  is  melancholly  for  us  that  we  owe  this  confefiton  t» 
the  truth  :  it  mufl  be  admitted,  I  fay,  that  our  age  and  thofe 
of  our  fathers  have  feen  real  unbelievers.  In  that  depra* 
vitv  of  manners  in  which  we  live,  and  amid  all  the  Ibatl- 
A?ls  which  have  To  long  afflified  the  church,  it  ii  hot  fiir*> 
prifing  that  men  have  fometimes  been  found  who  have  de* 
Hied  the  exiftence  of  a  God ;  and  that  faith  fo  weakened 
in  all,  (hould,  in  fome,  be  at  tail  wholly  extinguiflied.  At 
chofen  and  extraordinary  fouls  appear  in  evfiy  agtf» 
whom  the  Lord  filleth  with  his  grace,  his  lights,  and  his 
inofl  (hining  gifts,  and  upon  whom  hedelighteth  in  liberally 
|»ouring  Torth  all  the  riches  of  his  mercy ;  fo,  likewife, 
are  fcfen  others  in  whom  iniquity  is,  as  I  may  fay,  "con- 
fnmmate  ;  and  whom  the  Lord  Teems  to  have  marked  out, 
to  difplay  in  them  the  mod  terrible  judgments  of  his  juf« 
tice,  and  the  moil  fatal  effe3s  of  bis  negleA  and  wrath. 

The  church,  where  all  thefe  fcandals  are  to  tncreafe 
even  to  the  end,  cannot,  therefore,  boaft  of  being  entire- 
ly purged  from  the  fcandal  of  unbelief :  (he  hath,  from 
time  to  time,  her  flars  which  enlighten,  and  her  monfters 
who  disfigure  her ;  and,  along  with  thofe  great  men,  cele- 
brated for  their  lights  and  for  their  fanfiity,  who  in  every 
age  have  ferved  as  her  fupport  and  ornament,  the  hath  alfo 
witnefTed  a  lifl  of  impious  men,  whofe  names  are  flill  at 
prefent  the  horror  of  the  univerfe,  who  have  dared,  in 
writings  full  of  blafphemy  and  impiety,  to  attack  the  myf- 
teries  of  God,  to  deny  falvation  and  the  promifes  made  to 
bur  fathera,  to  overturn  the  foundation  of  hith,  and  to 
preach  free-thinking  among  believers. 

i 

I  do  not  pretend,  therefore,  to  fay,  that,  among  fo  many 
wretches  wtio  fpcak  the  language  of  unbelief  among  us, 

there 
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Atit  Aay  hot  j>^rhaps  be  fotind  fome  one  fufficiently  cor- 
rupted in  taind  and  in  b^art,  and  fo  tar  abandoned  by  God, 
fts  a£luallyand  in  effed  to  be  an  unbeliever :  I  mean  only 
to  eilablifli,  tbat  thefe  men  grounded  in  impiety  are  rare; 
and  that,  amoag  all  tbofe  who  are  continually  vaunting 
their  doubts  and  their  unbelief^  and  make  a  deplorable  of- 
tentation  of  them,  there  is  not  perhaps  a  fingle  one  upoii 
whore  heart  faith  doth  not  Aill  preferve  its  rights,  and  who 
doth  not  inwardly  dread  that  God  whom  hb  apparently  le- 
fufes  to  acknowledge.  To  overthrow^  it  is  not  always  ne- 
ceiTary  to  combat  our  pretended  nnbelievers ;  it  would  of- 
ten be  combating  only  phantoms :  they  require  only  to  be 
difplayed  fnch  tfs  they  ire :  the  wretched  decoration  of  un- 
oelief  quickly  tumbles  down,  and  nothing  remains  but 
their  paflions  and  their  debaucheries, 

I 

And  behold  the  firft  reafon  upon  which  I  have  ellablifb- 
^d  the  generaF  propofition,  that  the  majority  of  thofe  who 
makeaboaft  of  their*doubts,  have  afiually  none;  it  is, 
that  their  doubts  are  thofe  of  licentioufnefs,  and  not  of 
tnbelief.  Why,  my  brethren  ?  Becaufe  it  is  licentiouf- 
hefs  which  hath  formed  their  doubts,  and  not  their  doubts 
f icemioofnefs ;  becaufe  that,  in  fa3,  it  is  to  their  paflions 
Jknd  not  to  their  doubts  that  they  hold-;  laftly,  becaufe  that, 
in  general,  they  attack  in  religion  only  thofe  truths  inimi- 
cal to  their  paflions.  Behold  refieSions  which  in  my  opi- 
nion are  worthy  of  your  attention ;  I  fliall  lay  them  before 
you  without  ornament,  and  in  the  fame  order  in  which 
fhey  prefented  themfelves  to  my  mind. 

I  fay,    in  the  firft  place ;    becaufe  their  doubts  have 

.  fprung  from  licentioufnefs,  and  not  licentioufnefs   from 

their  doubts.     Yes,   my  brethren,   not  one  of  all  thofe 

who  ztkEt  to  profefs  themfelves  unbelievers  has  ever  been 

feen 
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feen  to  begin  by  doubts  upon  the  truths  of  faith,  and  af* 
terwards  from  doubts  to  fall  into  licentiournefs ;  they  be* 
gin  with  the  paflions ;  doubts  come  afterwards :  they  firft 
give  way  to  the  irregularities  ot  the  age»  and  to  the  excef- 
fes  of  debauchery ;  and  w^en  attained  to  a  certain  length, 
and  they  find  it  no  longer  poflible  to  return  upon  their  fiepit 
they  then  fay,  in  order  to  quiet  themfelves,  that  there  if 
nothing  after  this  life,  or,  at  lead,  they  are  well  pleafed 
IP  find  people  who  fay  fo.  It  is  not,  therefore,  the.  little 
r*  WilBinty  they  find  in  religion  which  authorifes  their  con- 
^  .dufion  that  we  ought  to  yield  ourfelves  up  to  pleafure, 
and  that  felf-denial  is  needlefs,  fince  every  thing  dies  with 
'us:  it  is  the  yielding  of  tbemfelves  up  to  pleaTure  which, 
creates  doubts  upon  religion,  and,  by  rendering  felf-denial 
next  to  impoflible,  leads  them  to  conclude  that,  confe- 
quently,  it  is  needlefs.  Faith  becomes  fufpefied  only 
when  it  begins  to  be  troublefome;  and,  to  this  day,  unbe- 
lief hath  never  made  a  voluptuar}*;  but  voluptuoufnefs 
hath  made  almoft  all  the  unbelievers. 

And  a  proof  of  what  I  fay,  you  whom  this  difcourfe  re^ 
gards,  is  that,  while  you  have  lived  with  modelly  and  in« 
nocence,  you  never  doubted.  RecolleQ  thofe  happy  times 
when  the  paflions  had  not  yet  corrupted  your  heart ;  the 
faith  of  your  fathers  had  then  nothing  but  what  was  auguft 
and  refpeQable  ;  reafon  bent  without  pain  to  the  yoke  of 
authority  ;  you  never  thought  of  doubts  or  difficulties  : 
from  the  moment  your  manners  changed,  your  views  upon 
yeligion  have  no  longer  been  the  fame.  It  is  not  faith, 
therefore,  which  hath  found  new  difficulties  in  your  rea- 
fon ;  it  is  the  pra£lice  of  duties  which  bath  encountered 
new  obflacles  in  your  heart.  And  (hould  you  tell  us,  that 
your  firfl  impreffions,  fo  favourable  to  faith,  fprung  folely 
from  toe  prejudices  of  education  aad  of  childhood,  we 
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Ihall  anfwer,  that  the  fecond,  fo  favooraUe  to  imi^iety,  hive 
fprung  folely  from  the  prejudices  of  the  paffions  and  of  de* 
bauchery  ;  and  that  prejudices  for  prejudices,  it  appears  ta 
us,  that  it  is  ftill  better  to  keep  by  thofe  which  are  formed 
in  innocence  and  lead  us  to  virtue,  than  to  thofe  which  are 
bom  in  the  infamy  of  the  paffions,  and  preach  up  only  free*  ^^ 
thinking  and  guik.  ^^ 

Thus  nothing  is  giore  humiliating  for  unbelief  than  re- 
calling it  to  its  origin  :  it  bean  a  falfe  name  of  learning  and  * 
of  light :  and  it  is  a  child  of  iniquity  and  of  darktiefs.  It  n  . 
Hot  the  ftrength  of  reafon  which  has  led  our  pretended  un« 
believers  to  ikepticifm ;  it  is  the  weaknefs  of  a  corrupted 
heart  which  has  been  unable  to  furmount  its  infamous  paf- 
fions ;  it  is  even  a  mean  cowardlinefs  which,  unable  to 
fupport  and  to  view  with  a  fteady  eye  the  terrors  and  the 
threatenings  of  religion,  endeavours  to  Ihake  offtheir  thoughts 
by  continually  repeating  that  they  are  childilh  terrors  ;  it 
is  a  man  who,  afraid  of  the  night,  lings  as  he  goes  along 
to  prevent  himfelf  from  thinking :  debauchery  always  makes 
us  cowardly  and  fearful ;  and  it  is  nothing  but  an  exceft 
of  fear  of  eternal  punifhments  which  occafions  a  (inner  lo 
l>e  continually  preaching  up  and  (inging  to  us  that  they  are 
doubtful;  he  trembles,  and  wiflies  to  ftrengthen  himfelf 
againft  himfelf ;  he  cannot  fupport,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
view  of  his.  crimes,  and  that  of  the  puniffament  which 
awaits  them;  that  faith  fo  venerable,  and  of  which  he 
fpeaks  with  fuch  contempt,  neverthelefs  terrifies  and  dif« 
quiets  him  ftill  more  than  thofe  other  (inners  who,  without 
doubting  its  punifhments,  yet  are  frequently  not  lefs  un- 
faithful to  its  precepts  ;  it  is  a  coward  who  hides  his  fear 
under  a  falfe  oftentation  of  bravery.  No,  my  brethren, 
our  pretended  free-thinkers  give  themfelves  out  as  men  of 
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courage  ^nd  firnmers ;  examine  them  narrowly,  and  (he|r 
are  the  weakeft  and  mod  cowardly  of  men. 

^cfides»  it  is  not  furpri^ng  thai  licentiournefs  lead  us  tp 
4oubtoi  religion  :  the  paflEu)ns  require  the  aid  of  unbelief; 
-' .  for  they  are  too  feeble  and  too  unreafonable  to  maintaifi 
their  own  cavMkf  Our  lights,  oiir  feelings,  our  confcience, 
all  ftruggle  |H|h  us  againft  them :  we  are  under  the  ne^ 
.ceffity,  theroorfv  of  feekinga  fupport  for  them»  and  of  de- 
fending them  aglinllourrelves  :  for,  it  is  a  matter  of  fatis- 
bQion,  tojuftiiy  to  one's  felf  whatever  is  pleafing.  Wp 
would  neither  wifli  that  palfiou  which  are  dear  to  us  (hould 
be  criminal,  nor  thatwefliould  continually  have  tp  fupport 
the  int^rrefts  of  our  pleafures  againft  thqfe  of  oi^r  con- 
ff  ience :  we  wifli  tranquilly  to  enjoy  our  crimes,  and  tp 
iree  ourfelves  from,  tl^t  troublefome  monitor  which  coi^- 
|inually  efpoufes  the  caufe  of  virtue  againft  ourfelves :  while 
zemorfes  conteft  the  pleafure  of  our  enjoyments,  they  muft 
ht  very  imperfeQly  ufted  :  it  is  paying  too  great  a  price 
for  guilt,  to  purchafe  it  at  the  expence  of  that  quiet  which 
is  fought  in  it :  we  muft  either  terminate  our  debaucheries^ 
or  try  to  quiet  ourfelves  in  them ;  and  as  it  is  impoflibletp 
enjoy  peace  of  ipind  in  them,  and  next  to  impofljble  t^ 
terminate  them,  the  only  refuge  feems  that  of.  doubting 
the  truths  which  difquiet  us  ;  and  in  order  to  attain  to  tran* 
quillity,  every  eflbrt  is  ufed  to  inculcate  t]be  perfu^^qn  of 
■unbelief. 

That  is  to  fay,  that  the  great  effort  of  licentioufnefs  is 
that  of  leading  us  to  the  defire  of  unbelief :  the  I^orriblc 
fecurity  of  the  unbeliever  is  coveted ;  tot^  darkncifs  of 
heart  is  confidered  as  a  happy  ftate ;  it  is  unpleafant  to  have 
been  born  with  a  weaker  and  more  feaf f ^l  confcience ;  the 

lot 
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lot  of  thore«  apparently  firm  and  unfhaken  in  impiety,  is 
envied ;  while  tbeyt  in  their  turn,  perhaps  a  prey  to  the 
moft  gloomy  remorfes,  and  vaunting  a  courage  they  are  lar 
from  having,  view  our  lot  with  envy  ;  for,  judging  of  us 
irom  the  language  we  hold  upon  free^thinking,  they  takft 
ys  for  what  we  take  them,  that  is  to  fay,  for  what  we  arft 
not,  and  for  what  both  they  and  we  would  wifli  to  be,  ^ 
And  it  is  tbust  O  my  God  !  that  thefe  faw  heroes  of  im« 
piety  live  in  a  perpetual  iilufion,  contKlMtlly  deceive 
therafelves,  and  appear  what  they  are  nac,  only  becaufe 
they  would  wiOi  to  he  it  :  they  would  willingly  have  reli« 
gion  to  be  but  a  dream ;  they  fay  in  their  heart  **  There  is 
^*  BO  God ;"  that  is  to  fay,  this  impious  language  is  the  de- 
fire  of  their  heart :  they  would  ardently  wifli  no  God ; 
that  that  Being  fo  grand  and  fo  necelfary,  were  a  chimera ; 
tbat  they  were  the  foie  mafters  of  their  own  deftiny  ;  thai 
they  weipe  accountable  only  to  tliemfalves  for  the  horrors  of 
their  lite  and  the  infamy  of  their  paflions ;  that  all  finiflied 
with  them ;  and  tbat«  beyond  the  grave,  there  were  no  fu« 
presie  and  eternal  Judge,  the  puniflier  of  vice  and  the  re- 
warder  of  virtue :  they  wiOi  it ;  they  deftroy  as  much  as 
they  ipan  through  thie  impious  wiQies  of  their  heart,  but 
they  cannpt  cflbce,  from  the  foundation  of  their  being,  the 
idea  of  his  power  and  the  dread  of  his  punifliments. 

In  eSeA,  it  would  be  too  vulgar  for  a  man,  vain  and 
plunged  in  debauchery,  inwardly  to  fay  to  himfelf :  I  am 
Hill  too  weaj;,  and  too  much  abandoned  to  pleafure,  to 
quit  it,  or  to  lead  a  more  regular  and  ChriAtan  life.  That 
pretext  would  ftilHeave  all  his  remorfes  :  it  is  much  fooner 
done  to  fay  to  himfelf.  It  is  needlefs  to  live  otherwife,  for 
their  is  nothing  after  this  life.  This  pretext  is  far  more 
convenient,  for  it  puts  an  end  to  every  thing ;  it  is  the 
moft  favourably  to  indolence,  for  i(  efiranges  us  from  the 
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facraments  and  from  all  the  other  flaveries  of  religion.  It 
it  much  (horter  to  fay  to  himfeif,  **  There  is  nothing/'  and 
to  live  as  if  he  were  in  efie£l  perfjuaded  of  it ;  it  is  at  once 
throwing  off  every  yoke  and  aH  reftraint ;  it  puts  an  end  to 
all  the  irkfome  meafurrs  which  finners  of  another  defcfrip- 
tion  ftill  guard  with  religion  and  with  the  confcience.  Thia 

...  pretext  ot  unbelief,  by  perfuading  us  that  we  aSually 
doubt,  leaves  ni  in  a  certain  ftate  of  indolence  on  every 
thing  regarding  religion,  which  prevents  us  from  fearch- 
ing  into  ourfelves,  and  from  making  too  melancholy  re- 

•  fleSions  on  our  paflions  :  we  meanly  allow  ourfelves  to  be 
fwept  away  by  the  fatal  courfe,  upon  the  general  prepof- 
feflion  that  we  believe  nothing ;  we  have  few  remorfes,  for 
we  think  ourfelves  unbelievers,  and  betaufe  that  fuppofi- 
tion  leaves  us  almoft  the  fame  fecurity  as  impiety  :  at  leaft, 
it  is  a  diverfion  which  dulls  and  fufpends  the  fenfibility  of 
the  confcience;  and,  by  operating  fo  as  to  make  us 
always  take  ourfelves  for  what  we  are  not,  it  induces  us  to 
live  as  if  we  a£lually  were  what  we  wifli  to  be. 

That  is  to  fay,  that  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  pretended 
free-thinkers,  and  ot  thefe  debauched  and  licentious  un* 
believers,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  weak  and  diffolute 
men,  who,  not  having  the  force  to  live  chrifiianly,  nor 
even  the  hardinefs  to  be  atbeifts,  remain  in  that  ftate  of  ef- 
trangement  from  religion,  as  the  moll  convenient  to  indo- 
lence ;  and,  as  they  never  try  to  quit  it,  they  fancy  that 
they  a£lually  hold  to  it  :  it  is  a  kind  of  neutrality  betwixt 
faith  and  irreligion,  contrived  by  indolence  for  its  own  eafe ; 
for  it  requires  exertion  to  adopt  a  party  ;  and,  in  order  to 
remain  neuter,  nothing  more  is  required  than  not  to  think, 
and  to  live  by  habit ,  thus  they  never  fathom,  nor  take 
any  refolution  upon  themfelves.  Hardened  and  avowed 
impiety  hath  fomething,  I  know  not  what,  which  ftrikes 

with 
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whh  horror :  religion  on  the  other  hand,  prefents  obje6ls 
which  alarm,  and  are  by  no  means  convenient  to  the  paf* 
fions.  What  is  to  be  done  in  thefe  two  extremities,  of 
whieh  the  one  ihocks  reafon,  and  the  other  fenfes  ?  They 
reft  wavering  and  undecided ;  in  the  mean  time  they  enjoy 
the  calm  which  is  left  by  that  (late  of  indecifion  and  in« 
difference :  they  live  wiihing  to  know  what  they  are ;  for 
it  is  much  more  convenient  to  be  nothing,  and  to  live 
without  thinking,,  or  any  knowledge  of  th^nfelves.  No, 
my  brethren,  I  repeat  it ;  thefe  are  not  unbelievers,  they 
are  cowards,  who  have  not  the  courage  to  efpoufe  a  party ; 
who  know  only  to  live  voluptuoofly,  without  rule,  without 
morality,  and  often  without  decency  ;  and  who^.  without 
being:  aiheifis,  live  however  without  religion,  tor  religion 
requires  confiftency,.  reafon,.  elevation  of  mind,  firmnefs, 
noble  fentimenisi  ^nd  of  all  thefe  they  are  iiacapabl^.  Such, 
■howevex*  are.  the  heroes  of  whom  impiety  boafls ;  behold 
the  fui&ages  upon  wlwb.i^  grounds  its  defence,  and  oppo- 
fes  to  religion,  by  infuUiog.us ;  behold  the  partifans  with 
whom  it  thinks  itfelf  invincible  ;  and  weak  and  wretched 
muil  its  refources  indeed  be^  fince  it  is  reduced  to  feek 
.iheixir  inmen  ef  this  defcription*. 

i 

FSrit  ftaSon  which  prove%  that  liccntioufnefs  fpring$  not 
from  doubts,  but  doubts  from  licentioufnefs.  The  fecond 
leafon  is  only  a  frelh  prooi  of  the  firft ;  it  is  that  a£lually, 
if  they  da  not  change  their  life,  it  is  not  to  their  doubts, 
but  folely  to  their  paflions  that  they  hol4« 

For  I  a(k  nothing  of  you  here  but  candour,  you  who 
continually  alledge  your  doubtsupoaour  myfteries.  Whed 
you  fometimes  think  of  quitting  that  fink  of  vice  and  de- 
bauchery in  which  you  live,  and  when  the  paflions,  more 
tranquili. allow  you  to  refle£l,  do  you  then.oppofe  your  un- 
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certaintt^  upon  rtiigion  ?  Do  you  hf  to  yonrrehrei,  **  Btie 
«'  if  I  return  h  will  be  neceflary  to  believe  things  which 
**  feem  incredible  ?  Is  this  the  grand  difficulty  f  Ah  I  yofi 
inwardly  Tay,  but  if  I  return  it  will  be  neceflary  to  bredt 
off  this  conne3ion»  to  d^ny  myfelf  thcfe  exceffes,  to  termi- 
Bate  thefe  focieties,  to  Oiun  thefe  places^  to  proceed  t6 
things  which  I  (ball  never  fupport,  and  to  adopt  ^  manner 
bf  life  to  which  all  my  inclinatioti*  are  repugnant.  Thefe 
are  what  check  you  ;  thefe  are  the  wall  of  feparatiofi 
Vhich  removes  you  from  God.  Yom  fpeak  fo  much  to 
Others  of  your  doubts;  how  comes  it  that  you  never  fpeak 
of  them  to  yourfelves  ?  This  is  not  d  matter*  therefore*  of 
ireafon  and  of  belief ;  it  is  a  mattte  of  the  heart  and  of  li- 
^  centioufnets  t  and  the  delay  of  your  otoverfkHi  fprings  not 
jfT  .  4trom  your  uncertainties  upon  faith*  but  from  the  fote  doubt 
in  which  th<  Vi^ence  and  the  empitte  of  your  paffions  leave 
you  of  tver  beiftg  able  to  free  ybnrfelves  from  their  fubjec^ 
tion  and  infamy..  Such,  my  bMhmi»  are  the  true  .chains 
which  bind  our  pretended  unbdiettti^  to  their  own  wretch- 
ednefs. 

And  this  truth  is  more  evident  froito  this,  Ihat  tli<!  fnajori- 
ty  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  unbelievers,  live,  never- 
ihelefs,  in  perpetual  variations  opoti  the  pOiAt  even  of  un- 
t>elief.  In  certain  mofflenu  they  Art  affefied  with  the 
truths  of  religion :  they  feel  themfelves  torn  with  the 
keeneft  remorfes ;  they  even  apply  to  the  fervaitts  of  God 
moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  learning  and  piety,  to  bdid  con- 
verfe  with,  and  receive  in(lru£lions  from  them :  in  others, 
they  make  game  of  thefe  truths  ;  they  treat  the  fervants  of 
God  with  derifion,  and  prety  itfelt  as  a  chimera ;  there  is 
fcarcely  one  of  thefe  fmners,  even  of  thofe  who  make  the 
greateft  oftentation  of  their  unbelief,  Whom  the  fpe6):acle  of 
«a  unexpefied  death*  a  fatal  accident*  a  grievous  lofs*  or  a 
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ztyerfe  of  fortune  hath  not  caft  into  f[}o6mf  refleflions  on. 
^is  fituatioh,  and  excited  deGres  of  a  more  Cbriflian  life ; 
there  is  hiirdly  one  who,  in  thefe  trying  .fituations,  feekt 
not  confolation  in  the  fupport  oi  the  godly,  and  take  not 
fomt  flep  which  leaves  hopes  of  amendment.  It  is  not  to 
their  companions  in  impiety  and  licentioufnefs  that  they 
then  have  recourfe  for  confolation  ;  it  is  not  by  thofe  im- 
pious railleries  upon  dur  myfieries,  and  by  that  horrible 
philofophy  that  they  try  to  alleviate  their  fufierings  :  thefe 
are  difcourfes  of  feftivity  and  diffipation»  and  not  affli£lion 
and  forrow  :  it  is  the  religion  of  the  table,  of  pleafures,  of 
riotrngs ;  it  is  not  that  of  fdemn  adverfity  and  fadnefs : 
the  rcliOi  of  impiety  vanifbes  with  that  of  pleafures.  Now, 
if  their  unbelief  were  founded  in  real  uncdruiaties  upon 
Feligion,  fo  long  as  thefe  uncertainties  exiiled,  unbelief 
ftould  "he  the  fame ;  but  as  their  doubts  fpring  only  from 
their'paflions,  asd  as  their  paflions  are  not  always  tbe  fame^ 
nor  equaRy  violent  arid  mafters  of  their  heiirt,  fo  their 
doubts  continually  flufiuate  like  their  paffions ;  they  in« 
creafe,  they  dimiftiOty  they  are  eclipfed,  they  reappear, 
they  are  mutable,  exodly  in  the  fame  degree  as  their  paf^ 
fions ;  in  a  word,  they  (hare  the  lot  of  the  paffions,  for 
they  are  nothing  but  the  paflions  themfelves. 

In  effed,  to  leave  nothing  uniaid  on  this  fubjefi,  and  to 
fnake)rf>u  thoroughly  feel  how  much  this  vaunted  profef- 
fion  of  unbelief  is  defpicable,  obferve  that,  reply  to  every 
difficulty  6f  the  t)oafting  finner,  reduce  him  to  have  no- 
thing more  to  fay,  and  yet  ftili  he  does  not  yield  ;  you  have 
not  (hereby  gained  him ;  he  retires  within  himfelf,  as  if  he 
had  fiill  more  overpowering  reafons  which  he  difdains  to 
bring  forward :  he  keeps  firm,  and  oppofesa  myRerious  and 
decifive  air  to  all  thofe  proofs  which  be  cannot  refolve.  You 
then  pity  his  Doadnefs  md  obftinacy  :  you  are  miflaken  ; 
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be  toucbe J  only  for  his  libertine  life,  and  hii  want  6t  cair- 
dour ;  for,  let  a;  moral  difeafe  ftrike  him  on  quitting  you  7 
approach  his  bed  of  anguifh,  ah  I  you  will  find  this  pre- 
tended unbeliever  convinced  ;  his  doubts  ceafe,  his  uncer- 
tainties  end,  all  that  deplorable  difplay  of  unbelief  vaniflies 
and  tumbles  in  pieces ;  there  is  no  longer  even  queftion  of 
it ;  he  has  recourfe  to  the  God  of  his  fathers,  and  trem- 
bles at  the  judgments  he  made  a  fiiew  of  not  believing; 
The  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  called  in,  has  no  occafion 
to  enter  into  coBtroverfy  to  undeceive  him  on  his  impiety  t 
the  dying  finner  .anticipates  his  cares  and  his  miniftry  :  he 
is  afliamed  of  his  blafpbemies,  and  repents  of  them  :  he  ac« 
knowledges  their  falfity  and- deception  i  he  makesapubHc 
reparation  o£  them  ta  the  majefty  and  to  the  truth  of  reli«> 
gion ;  he.no  longer  demands  proofs,  he  aflu  only  confola- 
tions.  Neverthelefs,  this  difeafe  hath  not  brought  new 
lights  upon  faith  ;  the  blow  which  ftrikes  his  flefti  has  not 
cleared  up  the  doubts  of  his  mind  ;  ah  I  it  is  becaufe  it 
touches  his  heart,  and  terminates  his  riots  ;  in  a^word,  it  is 
that  his  doubts  were  in  his  paflions,.  and  that  whatevei 
tends  to  extinguifli  his  paflions,  tends,  at  the  fame  time^ 
to  extinguifli  bis  doubts* 

It  happens,  I  confefs,  that  finners  are  fometimes  found' 
who  pu(h  their  madnefs  and  impiety  even  tathat  laft  mo- 
ment :  who  expire  in  vomiting  forth  with  their  impious 
ibul,  blafphemies  *againft  the  God  who  is  to  judge  them, 
and  whom  they  rcfufe  to  acknowledge.  For,  O  my  God  ! 
{thou  art  terrible  in  thy  judgments,  and  fometimes  permit- 
.teft  that  the  alheift  die  in  his  impiety.  But  fuch  exam* 
pies  are  rare ;  and  you  well  know,  my  brethren,  that  an 
entire  age  fcarcely  furniflies  one  of  thefe  (hocking  lpe£la- 
cles.  But  view,  in  that  laft  moment,  all  the  others  who 
vaunted  their  unbelief  |  fee  a  Gnner  on  the  bed  of  death, 

who 
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who  had  hitherto  appeared  the  firmeft  in  impiety,  and  the 
moft  refolute  in  denying  all  belief;  he  even  anticipates  the 
propofal  of  having  recourfe  to  the  church  remedies :  he 
lifts  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  give^ftriking  and  fincere 
marks  of  a  religion  which  was  never  effaced  from  the  hot* 
torn  oi  his  heart ;  he  no  longer  rejc6ls,  as  childifli  bugbears, 
the  tbreatenings  and  chaftifements  of  a  future  life ;  what 
do  I  fay  P  this  finner,*  formerly  fo  firm,  fo  (lately  in  his 
pretended  unbelief,  fo  much  above  the  vulgar  fears,  then 
becomes  weaker,  more  fearful;  and  more  credulous  than 
the  lowed  of  the  people ;  his  fears  are  more  exceffivep  his 
very  religion  more  fuperftitious,  bis  prafiices  of  worflrip 
more  lilly,  and  more  extravagant  than  thofe  of  the  vulgar; 
and  as  one  excefs  borders  on  its  oppofite  excefs,  he  is  fcen 
to  pafs  in  a  moment  from  impiety  to  (bperftition  ;  from 
the  firmnefs  of  the  philofopher,  to  all  the  weaknefs  of  the 
ignorant  and  fimple.  * 

And  here  it  is  that,  with  Tertullian,  I  would  appeal  to 
this  dying  finner,  and  let  him  hold  forth,  in  my  ftead, 
againft  unbelief ;  it  is  here  that,  to  the  honour  of  the  reli* 
gion  of  our  fathers,  I  would  wifli  no  other  teflimony  of 
the  weaknefs  and  of  the  infincerity  of  the  pretended  atfaeiil, 
than  this  expiring  foul,  who,  furely  now,  can  fpeak  only 
the  language  of  truth ;  it  is  here  that  I  would  aflembte  all 
unbelievers  around  his  bed  of  death ;  and  to  overthrow 
them  by  a  teftimony  which  could  not  be  fufpicious,  would 
fay  to  him,  with  Tertullian :  "  O  foul !  before  thou  qutt- 
«•  teft  this  earthly  body,  which  thou  art  fo  foon  to  be  freed 
"  from,  fuflFer  me  to  call  upon  thy  teftimony :  fpeak,  in 
**  this  lad  moment,  when  vanity  is  no  more,  and  thou  ow- 
"  eft  all  to  the  truth ;.  fay.  if  thou  confidereft  the  terrible 
"  God,  into  whofe  hands  thou  goeft,  as  a  chimerical  be- 
*•  ing  with  whom  weak  and  credulous  minds  arc  alarmed  ? 

•*  Say, 
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**  Say,  if,  all  now  difappairirtfr  from  thine  eyei ,  if,  for 
**  thee*  all  creaiures  returning^  to  nothing,  God  alone  doth 
•^  not  appear  to  thee  immortal,  unchangeable,  the  king  of 
*^  all  ages  and  of  et^nity,  and  who  filleth  the  heavens  and 

V  the  earth  ?    We  now  eonfent,  we,  whom  thou  haft  aU 

V  ways  confidered  as  fuperftitious  and  valgar  minds,  we 
**  eonfent  that  thou  judge  betwixt  us  and  unbelief,  to 
**  which  thou  haft  ever  been  fo  partial.  Though,  with  re- 
"  gard  to  faith,  thou  haft  hitherto  been  as  a  firanger  and 
^  the  enemy  of  religion,  rieligion  reters  its  caufe  to  thee, 
**  againft  thofe  with  whom  the  (hocking  tie  of  impiety  had 
<*  fo  clofdy  united  thee.  IF  all  die  with  thee,  why  does 
^  death  appear  fo  dreadful  ?  Why  thefe  uplifted  hands  to 
^  heaven,  if  there  be  no  God  who  may  liften  to  thy  prayers, 
^  and  be  touched^  by  thy  groanings  ?  liliothing  thjfelf, 
^  why  belie  the  nothiognefji  of  thy  being,  and  why  trern* 
"  hie  upon  the  fequel  of  thy  deftiny  7  .  Whence  come,  in 
**  this  laft  moment,  thefe  feelings  of  dread  and  of  refpeS 

V  for  the  fupreme  Being  ?    Is  it  not,  that  they  have  ever 

V  been  in  thee,  that  thou  haft  impofed  upon  the  public  by 
*'  a  falfe  oftentation  of  impiety,  and  that  death  only  un- 
folds thofe  difpolitions  of  faith  and  oi  religion,  which, 
though  dormant,  have  never  ceafed  during  life." 


t« 
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Yes,  my  brethren,  could  the  pafljons  be  deflroyed,  all 
unbelievers  would  foon  be  recalled ;  and  a  final  reafon, 
which  fully  proves  it,  is  that,  if  they  feem  to  rife  up 
againft  the  incompreheofibility  of  our  myfteries,  it  is  fole- 
ly  for  the  purpofe  of  combating  what  touches  them,  and 
of  attacking  the  truths  which  intereft  the  paflions ;  that  is 
to  fay,  the  truth  of  a  future  ftate,  and  the  eternity  ot  fu- 
ture puniihments;  this  is  always  the  lavoarite  conclufion 
and  fruit  of  their  doubts^ 


la 


'  In  cScBtf  i(  religion,  without  adding  maxini^^nd  truths 
which  reftrain  the  pafEons,  propofed  only  myfleries  which 
exceed  rearon,  we  may  boldly  fay,  that  unbelievers  would 
be  rare;  aimoft  no  one  it  interefted  in  thofeabfirufe  truths 
or  errors,  which  it  is  indifierent  to  believe  or  to  deny. 
You  will  find  few  real  votaries  of  truth  who  become  par- 
tifans  and  zealots  in  fupport  of  merely  fpeculative  and  un- 
iniportant  points,  becaufe  they  believe  them  to  be  true. 
The  abftrufe  truths  of  mathematics  have  found,  in  our 
days,  fome  zealous  and  eSimable  followers  who  have  de- 
voted tbemfelves  to  the  elucidation  of  what  is  held  as  moft 
impenetrable  in  the  infinite  fecrets  and  profound  obfcuri- 
ties  of  that  linence ;  but  thefe  are  rare  and  (ingular  men  : 
.the.infe£kiofl,was  little  to  be  dreaded,  nor,  in  truth,  has  it 
fpread ;  they  are  admired,  but  few  would  with  to  follow 
their  example.  If  religion  propofed  only  truths  equally 
abftrufe,  equally  indifferent  to  the  felicity  of  the  fenfes, 
^qpally  uninterefling  to  the  paflions  and  to  felf-love,  the 
atheiJb  would  be  ftill  inore  rare  than  the  mathematicians. 
The  truths  of  religion  are  objefied  to,  merely  becaufe  they 
ihr^teu'us :  no  objeSions  are  made  to  the  others,  becaufe 
their  truth  or  their  falfity  is  alike  indiflPerent. 
•«-  - 

^■id  tell  us  not  that  it  is  not  through  felf-intereft,  but 
.the  fole  love  of  truth  that  the  unbeliever  reje3s  myfieries 
which  reafon  rejefls.  This,  I  well  know,  is  the  boaft  of 
the  pretended  unbeliever,  and  he  would  wilh  us  to  think 
fo  ;  but  of  what  confequence  is  the  truth  to  men,  who,  fo 
far  from  either  feeking,  loving,  or  knowing  it,  wifh  even 
to  conceal  it  from  themfelves  7  What  matters  to  them  a 
truth  beyond  their  reach,  and  to  which  they  have  never 
devoted  a  (ingle  ferious  moment;  which,  having  nothing 
flattering  to  the  paflions,  can  never  be  interefling  to  thefe 
men  of  flefh  and  blood,  plunged  iti  a  voluptuous  life  ? 

Vqi-.  II.  Cc     .  Their 
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Their  objeQ  is  to  gratify  their  irregular  defires,  and  yet 
have  nothing  to  dread  after  this  life ;  this  is  the  only  truth 
which  imerefts  them:  give  up  that  point,  and  the  obfcu- 
rity  oi  all  the  other  royfteries  will  not  occupy  even  a 
thought ;  let  them  but  tranquilly  enjoy  their  crimes,  and 
they  will  agree  to  every  thing. 

Thus  the  majority  of  atheills,  who  have  left  in  writing 
the  wretched  fruits  of  their  impiety,  have  always  flroveto 
prove  that  there  was  nothing  above  us ;  that  all  died  with 
the  body,  and  that  future  punifhments  or  rewards  were  fa- 
bles;  to  attra£l  followers  it  was  necefTary  to  fecure  the  fuf* 
frage  of  the  pafEons.  If  ever  they  attacked  the  other 
points  of  religion,  it  was  only  to  come  to  the  main  con- 
clufion,  that  there  is  nothing  after  this  life ;  that  vices  or 
virtues  are  names  invented  by  policy  tareArain  the  people ; 
and  that  the  paflions  are  only  natural  and  innocent  inclina- 
tions, which  every  one  may  follow^  hecaufe  every  on^ 
finds  them  in  himfelf* 

Behold  why  the  impious,  in  the  book  of  Wifdom,  the 
Sadducees  themfelves,  in  the  gofpel,  who  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  fathers  and  predecejQbrs  of  our  unbelievers, 
never  took  any  pains  to  refute  the  truth  of  the  miracles  re- 
lated in  the  books  of  Mpfes,  and  which  God  formerly 
wrought  in  favour  of  his  people,  nor  the  promife  of  the 
Mediator  made  to  their  fathers :  they  attacked  only  the  re- 
furre£lion  of  the  dead,  and  ttie  immortality  of  the  foul : 
that  point  decided  every  thing  for  them.  *'  Man  dies  like 
*«  the  beaft,"  faid  they  in  the  book  of  Wifdom ;  •'  we 
••  know  not  if  their  nature  be  different,  but  their  end  and 
**  their  lot  are  the  fame :  trouble  us  no  more,  therefore, 
**  with  a  futurity  which  is  not ;  let  us  enjoy  life  ;  let  us 
**  refufit  ourfelves  no  gratification :  time  is  Ibort ;  let  us 

••  txafica 
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*.*  haften  to  live,  for  we  Oiall  die  to-morrow,  and  becaufe 
••  a]l  (hall  die  with  us."  No,  my  brethren,  unbelief  hath 
always  originated  in  the  paffions :  the  yoke  of  faith  is  never 
rejected  but  in  order  to  Ihake  off  the  yoke  of  duties ;  and 
religion  would  never  hatve  an  enemy,  were  it  not  the  ene. 
my  of  licentioufnefs  and  vice. 

But  if  the  doubts  of  our  unbelievers  are  not  real,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  formed  folely  by  licentioufners,  they 
are  alfo  ialfe,  becaufe  it  is  ignorance  which  adopts  with- 
out comprehending  them,  and  vanity  which  makes  a  boail 
without  being  able  to  make  a  refource  of  them :  this  is 
what  now  remains  to  me  to  unfold. 

Part  II.  The  fame  anfwer  might  be  made  to. the  majo- 
rity of  thofe  who  are  continually  vaunting  their  doubts  up- 
on religion,  and  find  nothing  but  contradifiions  in  what 
iaith  obliges  us  to  believe,  that  Tertullian  formerly  made 
to  the  heathens  upon  all  the  reproaches  they  invented 
againll  the  myfteries  and  the  doflrine  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
They  condemn,  faid  he,  what  they  do  not  underftand; 
they  blame  what  they  have  never  examined,  and  what 
they  know  only  by  hearfay  ;  they  biafpheme  what  they  are 
ignorant  of,  and  they  are  ignorant  oi  it,  becaufe  they  hate 
it  too  much  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  fearching  in-< 
to  and  knowing  it.  Now,  continues  this  father,  nothing 
is  more  indecent  and  foolifli  than  boldly  to  decide  upon 
what  they  know  not ;  and  all  that  religion  would  require 
of  thefe  frivolous  and  diflblute  men,  who  fo  warmly,  rife 
up  againft  it,  is  not  to  condemn  before  they  are  well  ac- 
quainted  with  it. 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  fituation  ot  aimed  all  who 
give  themfelves  out  in  the  world  as  unbelievers ;  they  have 

inveftigated 
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invefiigated  neither  the  difficulties  nor  the  refpeoaUe  prooF* 
of  religion  ;  they  knovr  not  even  enough  to  doubt  of  them. 
They  hate.it ;  tor  how  is  it  poflible  to  love  our  condemna- 
tion ?  and  upon  that  hatred  are  founded  their  doubts  and 
their  only  arguments  to  oppofe  it. 

In  effeft,  when  I  glance  my  eye  over  all  that  the  Chrif. 
tiah  ages  have  had  of  great  men,  elevated  geniufes,  pro- 
found and  enlightened  fcholars,  who,  after  an  entire  life  of 
fiudy  and  indefatigable  application,  have,  with  an  humble 
docility,  fubmitted  to  the  myfteries  of  faith ;  have  found 
the  proofs  of  religion  fo  ftrong,  that  the  proudeil  and  moft 
contra£lable  reafon  might,  in  their  opinion,  without  dero^ 
gation,  comply  ;  have  defended  it  againft  the  blafphemies 
of  the  pagans  ;  have  filenced  the  vain  philofophy  of  the 
fagcs  of  the  age,  and  made  the  folly  of  the  crofs  to  ttu 
iimph  over  all  the  wifdom  and  erudition  of  Rome  and 
Athens ;  it  flrikcs  me,  that,  in  order  to  renew  the  attack 
againll  myileries  fo  long  and  fo  univerfally  eflablifhed ; 
that,  in  order  to  be  heard  in  appeal,  if  I  may  venture  to 
fay  fo,  from  the  fubmiilion  of  fo  many  ages,  from  the  wri« 
tings  of  fo  many  great  men,  from  fo  many  viSories  at- 
chieved  by  iaith,  from  the  confent  of  the  univerfe ;  in  a 
word,  from  a  prefcription  fo  long  and  fo  well  firengthen- 
ed,  it  would  require  either  new  proofs  that  had  never  yet 
been  controverted,  or  new  difficulties  that  had  never  yet 
been  f^arted,  or  new  methods  which  difcovered  a  weak  fide 
in  religion  as  yet  never  found  out.  It  feems  to  me,  that, 
fingly  to  rife  up  againft  fo  many  teftimonies,  fo  many  pro- 
digies, fo  many  ages,  fo  many  divine  monuments,  fo  msu 
ny  famous  perfonages,  fo  many  works  which  time  bath 
confecrated,  and  which,  like  pure  gold,  have  quitted  the 
ordeal  of  unbelief  only  more  refplendid  and  immortal ;  in 
a  word,  £6  many  furprifing,  and  till  tbea  unheard  of  events, 

which 
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which  eflablifli  the  faith  of  Chriftians,  it  would  require 
^ery  decifive  and  very  evident  reafons,  very  rare  and  new 
lights,  to  pretend  even  to  doubt,  much  left  to^oupofe  iu 
Would  not  that  man  be  defervingly  confidered  as  out  of 
hi$  fenies,  who  (hould  go  to  defy  an  whole  army*  merely 
to  make  an  oflentatton  of  a  vain  defiance^  and  to  pride 
limfelf  upon  a  biirlefque  bravery  ? 

Neverthelefs,  when  you  examine  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  unbelievers,  who  are  conUnually  cla« 
mouring  againft  the  popular  prejudices,  who  vaunt  their 
doubts,  and  defy  us  to'  fatlsfy  or  to  anfwer  them  ;  you  find 
that  their  only  knowledge  confifts  of  fome  hackneyed  and 
vulgar  doubts,  which,  in  all  times,  have  been,  and  flill 
continue  to  be,  argued  in  the  World  ;  that  they  know  no* 
thing  but  a  certain  jargon  of  licentioufnefs  which  ^oes 
from  hand  to  hand,  which  they  receive  without  examina- 
tion and  repeat  without  underftanding :  you  find  that  their 
whole  (kill  and  ftudy  of  religion  are  reduced  to  fome  licen« 
tious  fayings,  which,  if  I  may  defcend  fo  low,  are  the  pro- 
per language  ot  the  fireets  ;  to  certain  maxims  which, 
through  mere  repetition,  begin  to  relifli  of  proverbial  mean* 
nefs*  You  will  find  no  foundation,  no  principle,  no  fe- 
quence  of  do3rine,  no  knowledge  even  of  the  religion 
which  they  attack  :  they  are  men  immerfed  in  pleafure,  and 
who  would  be  very  forry  to  have  a  fpare  moment  to  devote 
to  the  inveftigation  of  wearifome  truths  which  they  are  in- 
different whether  they  know  or  not ;  men  of  a  light  and 
fuperficial  chara£ler,  and  wholly  unfitted  for  a  moment's 
ferious  meditation  and  inveftigation  ;  let  me  again  repeat, 
men  drowned  in  voluptuoufnefs,  and  in  whom  even  that 
portion  of  penetration  and  underftanding,  accorded  by  na- 
ture, hath  been  debaftd  and  extinguilbed  by  debauchety. 

Siicb 
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.  Such  are  the  formidable  fupports  of  unbelief  againft 
the  knowledge  of  God :  behold  the  frivolous,  diflipated, 
aqd  ignorant  chara£lers  who  dare  to  tax,  with  credulity 
and  ignorance,  all  that  the  Chriftian  ages  have  had,  and  (UU 
have  pf  learned,  able,  and  celeb ratred  perfoqages:  they 
know  the  language  of  doubts  ;  but  they  have  learned  it  by 
rote,  for  they  never  formed  them ;  they  only  repeat  what 
they  have  heard :  it  is  a  tradition  of  ignorance  and  impie- 
ty;  they  have  no  doubts :  they  only  preferve,  for  thofe  to 
come,  the  language  of  irreligion  and  doubts  ;  they  are  not 
unbelievers,  they  are  only  the  echoes  of  unbelief ;  in  a 
word,  they  know  how  to  exprefs  a  doubt,  but  they  are 
too  ignorant  to  doubt  themfelves. 

And  a  proof  of  what  I  advance  is,  that,  in  all  other 
doubts,  we  hefitate  only  in  order  to  be  infiru£led  ;  every 
thing  is  examined,  which  can  elucidate  the  concealed  truth. 
But  here  the  doubt  is  merely  for  doubting's  fake  ;  a  proof 
that  we  are  equally  uninterefied  in  the  doubt,  as  in  the  truth 
which  it  conceals  from  us ;  they  would  be  very  forry  were 
they  under  the  necellity  of  clearing  up  either  the  falfity,  or 
the  truth  of  the  uncertainties  which  they  pretend  to  have 
upon  our  mylleries*  Yes,  my  brethren,  were  the  punilh- 
ment  of  doubters,  to  be  that  of  an  indifpenfible  obligation 
Cofeek  the  truth,  no  one  would  doubt  ;  no  one  would  pur- 
chafe,  pt  fuch  a  price,  the  pleafure  of  calling  himfelf  an 
unbeliever ;  few  indeed  would  be  capable  of  it :  decifive 
proof  that  they  do  not  doubt,  and  that  they  are  as  little  at- 
tached to  their  doubts  as  to  religion  (for  their  knowledge  in 
both  is  much  about  the  fame;)  but  only  that  they  have  loft 
thofe  fir  ft  feelings  of  difcretion  and  of  faith  which  left  utt 
flill  fome  veftige  of  refpeQ  for  the  religion  of  our  fathers* 
Thus,  it  is  doing  too  much  honour  to  men,  fo  worthy 
both  of  pity  and  contempt,  to  fuppofe  that  they  have  taken 

a  fide. 
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a  fide,  that  tbey  have  embraced  a  fyftein  ;  you  honoor 
them  too  much  by  ranking  them  among  the  impious  foU 
lowers  of  a  Socinus,  by  ennobling  them  with  the  fhocking 
titles  of  deifls  or  atheiils  :  alas !  they  are  nothing ;  they 
are  of  no  fyfiem ;  at  leaft,  they  neither  know  themfelvet 
what  they  are,  nor  can  they  tell  us  what  that  fyftem  is ; 
and,  ilrange  as  it  may  appear,  they  have  found  out  the  fe^ 
cret  of  forming  a  ftate  more  defpicable,  more  mean,  and 
more  unworthy  of  reafon,  than  even  that  of  impiety;  and 
it  is  even  doing  them  credit  to  call  them  by  the  fliocking  ti- 
tle of  unbeliever,  which  had  hitherto  been  confidered  at 
the  fhame  of  humanity,  and  the  higheft  reproach  of  mam 

And,  to  conclude  this  article  with  a  reflefiion  which  con- 
firms the  fame  truth,  and  it  is  very  humiliating  for  our  pre- 
tended unbelievers,  I  obferve  that  they,  who  afre£l  to  treat 
us  as  weak  and  credulous  minds,  who  vaunt  their  reafon^ 
who  accufe  us  of  grounding  a  religion  upon  the  popular 
prejudices,  and  of  believing,  folely  becaufe  our  predecef- 
fors  have  believed ;  they,  I  fay,  are  unbelievers,  and  doubt 
upon  the  fole  and  deplorable  authority  oi  a  debauchee,  whom 
they  have  often  heard  to  fay,  that  futurity  is  a  bugbear,  and 
made  ufe  of  as  a  fcarecrow  to  frighten  only  children  and  the 
common  people ;  fuch  is  their  own  knowledge,  and  their  on- 
ly ufeof  reafon.  They  are  impious,  as  they  accufe  us  of  being 
believers  without  examination,  and  through  creduloufnefs ; 
but  through  a  credulity  which  can  find  no  excufebut  in  road;* 
nefs  and  folly;  the  authority  of  a  fmgle  impious  difcourfe, 
pronounced  in  a  bold  and  decifive  tone,  hath  fubjugated  their 
reafon,  and  ranked  them  in  the  lifls  of  impiety.  They 
call  us  credulous,  in  yielding  to  the  authority  of  the  pro- 
jphets,  of  the  apoflles,  of  men  infpired  by  God,  of  the 
fbining  miracles  wrought  to  eflabliOi  the  truth  of  our 
myfteriesy  wi  to  that  venerable  tradition  of  holy  paftorn* 

who 
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who,  from  age  to  age,  have  tranfmitted  to  as  tbe  cbai^ 
^  dofirine  and  of  truth ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  great* 
eft  authority  that  hath  ever  been  on  the  earth ;  and  they 
think  themfelves  lefs  credulous,  and  it  appears  to  them 
more  worthy  of  reafon,  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  a  free* 
thinker  who  in  the  moment  of  debauchery,  pronounce^ 
with  a  firm  tone,  that  there  is  no  Cod,  yet,  moft  likely, 
inwardly  belies  his  own  words.  Ah  !  my  brethren,  how 
much  does  man  degrade  and  render  himfell  contemptible 
when  he  arrogates  a  falfe  glory  from  being  no  longer  in 
the  belief  of  a  God  I 

Thus,  why  is  it,  think  you,  that  our  pretended  uDbe« 
lieveri  are  fo  defirous  of  feeing  real  atheifts  confirmed  in 
impiety :  that  they  fedL  and  entice  them  even  from  for- 
eign countries,  like  a  Spinofa,  if  the  faft  be,  that  he  was 
called  into  France  to  be  heard  and  confulted  7  It  is  becaufe 
our  unbelievers  are  not  firm  in  unbelief,  nor  can  they  find 
any  who  are  fo  ;  and,  in  order  to  harden  themfelves,  they 
would  gladly  fee  fome  one  a£lually  confirmed  in  that  deteila- 
ble  caufe  :  they  feek,  in  precedent,  refources  and  defen- 
ces againft  their  own  confcience  ;  and,  not  daring  of  them- 
felves to  become  impious,  they  expe£l  from  an  example 
what  their  reafon  and  even  their  heart  refufes  ;  and,  in  fo 
doing,  they  furely  fall  into  a  credulity  much  more  childiDi 
and  abfurd  than  that  with  which  they  reproach  believers.  A 
Spinofa,  that  monfier,  who,  after  embracing  various  reli* 
gfons,  ended  with  none,  was  not  anxious  to  find  out  fome 
profefled  free-thinker  who  might  confirm  him  in  the  caufe 
of  irreligion  and  atheifm  :  he  formed  to  himfelf  that  im- 
penetrable chaos  of  impiety,  that  work  of  confufion  and 
darknefs  in  which  the  fole  defire  of  not  believing  in  God 
can  fuppoit  the  wearinefs  and  difguft  of  thofe  who  read  it ; 
•^ttccpting  the  impietji  all  is  unintelligible ;  and 

ich 
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^liich  would,  from  its  birth,  have  funk  into  oblivion,  had  it 
ndt,  to  the  (hame  of  humanity,  attacked  the  fupreme  Be- 
ing :  that  impious  wretch,  I  fay,  lived  concealed,  retired, 
tmnquil  :  bis  dark  productions  were  his  only  occupation, 
and,  to  harden  himfelf  he  needed  only  himfelt.  But  thofe 
.  who  fo  eagerly  fought  him,  who  longed  to  fee  and  con fult 
him,  thofe  frivolous  and  diflblute  men  were  fools  who 
wiflied  to.  become  impious ;  and  who,  not  finding  fufS- 
cient  authority  to  remain  believers  in  the  teflimony  of  ail 
ages,  of  all  nations,  and  of  all  the  great  men  who  hav# 
honoured  religion,  fought  in  the  fingle  teftimony  of  an  db- 
fcure  individual,  of  adeferter  from  every  religion,  of  a  mon- 
ger obKged  to  hide  himfelf  from  the  eyes  of  men,  a  deplo- 
rable and  monflrous  authority  which  might  confirm  them 
in  impiety,  and  defend  them  from  their  own  confcience. 
Great  God !  let  the  impious  here  hide  their  faces  ;  let  them 
ceafe  to  make  an  oftentation  of  an  unbelief  which  is  the 
fruit  of  their  depravity  and  ignorance,  and  no  longer 
fpeak,  but  with  blufhes,  of  the  fubmi(&on  of  believers  :  'it 
is  all  a  language  of  deceit,  they  give  to  vanity  what  we 
give  to  truth. 

I  fay  vanity;  and  this  is  the  grand  and  final  reafon  which 
more  clearly  expofes  all  the  falfity  and  weaknefs  of  unbe-' 
lief.  Yes,  my.  brethren,  all  our  pretended  unbelievers  are 
bullies,  who  give  themfelves  out  for  what  tliey  are  ndt ; 
they  confider  unbelief  as  conveying  the  idea  of  fomething 
above  the  common ;  they  are  continually  l>oafling  that 
they  believe  nothing,  and,  by  dint  of  boafiing,  they  at  laft 
perfuade  themfelves  of  it :  like  certain  mufhroom  charac*' 
ters  among  us,  who,  though  touching  the  obfcurity  and 
vulgarity  of  their  anceftors,  have  the  deplorable  vanity  of 
wifhing  to  be  thought  of  an  illuftrious  birth,  and  dcfcendcd 
from  the  greateft  names ;  by  dint  of  blaSioaib§Miul  ^.* 

Vol.  II.  D  d  B^Minf 
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peatini;  it,^ey  attain  almofi  to  the  bdieC  of  il  thifis^felvoflu 
It  is  the  fame  with  our  pretended  unbelieivers ;  thqr  flilL 
touch,  as  I  may  fay,  that  iaith  which  they  have  received 
at  their  birth,  which  ftill  ^ws  with  their.bIood«  and  is  not 
yet  effaced  from  their  heart ;  but  they  think  it  a  vnlgaritj^ 
and  meannefs,  at  which  they  blufli ;  by  dint  of  fayinl^^ 
and  boafling  that  they  believe  nothing,  they  are  convinced 
that  they  really  do  not  believe,  and  have,  confe^nently  a 
much  higher  opinion  of  themfelves. 

tjllyt  Becaufethat  deplorable  profeflionof  unbelief  fupi- 
pofes  an  uncommon  underftanding,  (Irength  and  fuperiorir 
ty  of  mind,  and  a  fingularity  which  is  pleafmg  and  flatter- 
ing ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  paflions  infer  only  licentiouf- 
neb.  and  debauchery,  of  which  all  men  are  capable,  diough 
they  are  not  fp  ot  that  ^Qnderful  fuperiority  attributed  to, 
itfelf  by  impiety. 

2t//y,  Becaufe  faith  is  fo  weakened  in  our  age,  that  we 
find  few  in  the  world,  who  pique  themfelves  upon  wit  and 
and  a  little  more  knowledge  or  erudition  than  others,  who. 
do  not  allow  themfelves  doubts  and  difficulties  upon  the 
apgufl  and  moil  facred  parts  of  religion.  It  would  be  a 
difgrace,  therefore,  in  their  company  to  appear  religious 
and  believers :  they  are  men  high  in  the  public  efteem,  and 
any  refemblance  to  them  is  flattering;  in  adopting  their 
language,  their  talents  and  reputation  are  thought  like- 
wife  to  be  adopted  ;  and  not  to  dare  to  follow  or  to  copy 
them  would,  it  feems,  be  making  a  public  avowal  of 
weaknefs  and  mediocrity  :  miferable  and  childiOi  vanity  ! 
Befides,  becaufe  they  have  heard  fay  that  certain  charajElers 
diAinguifhed  in  their  age  did  not  believe ;.  and  as  the  me- 
mory of  their  talents  and  great  a£lioas  has  been  prefervfd,. 
only  with  tbi^  of  tbejr  irreligion,  t^y  vavint  thefe  grand 
^  c^a^plfs; 


tfSniflptes :  after  fuch  illuftrious  models,  it  appears  dignified 
to  bdibvt  hotfaing;  their  names  are  conftantly  in  their 
thomhs :  it  is  a  falle  embrbidesf ,  wher6  a  laughable  vani- 
ty and  littlenefs  of  mind  alone  are  confpicuous,  fmce  no- 
thing ean  be  more  raiferable  or  mean  than  to  give  ourfelves 
dtit  tdt  what  We  ai-6  not,  or  to  aflame  the  petfonage  of  an- 
other. 

^dfyi  and  ta/Hy^  Becaufe  the  language  of  iihpiety  is,  in 
ffii\ctA\,  theeonfbquehceot  licentious  fociety :  we  wifhto 
appear  the  fame  as  our  companions  in  debauchery ;  For  it 
^Irould  be  a  (ham^  to  be  difTolute,  and  yet  feeni  to  believe,  in 
the  v^ry  prefencb  6!  bur  accomplices  in  riol.     It  is  a  for* 
ry  caufe  that  of  a  debauchee  who  ilill  believes ;  impiety 
and  licentioufnefs  are  the  only  colour  for  debauchery; 
withotit  thi^fe  tie  would  be  only  a  novice  in  profligacy : 
the  dr^ad  bf  puiiifliiiiehts  and  of  an  hell  is  left  to  thbfe  yet 
unictercifed  ixi  gUilt ;  that  remain  of  ireligion  (bems  to  fa- 
Vdut  ftilt  too  much  of  childhood  aHd  the  college.     Biit 
When  attained  to  a  certain  length  iri  debauchery,  ah  !  thefe 
vulgar  weaknefl<ii  hiiiS  all  be  foar^d  above ;  their  opinion. 
of  th^mfelves  is  raifed  in  proportion  as  they  can  perfuade 
others  thai  they  arb  now  above  all  thefe  feats ;:  they  even 
mock  thbft  whb  aj^pear  fiill  to  dread :  like  the   wife  of 
Job,  they  fay,  with  a  tone  of  irony  arid  impiety,  "  Doll 
**  thoU  flill    retstin  thine    integrity  ?    Art   thou    fo   fim* 
*>  pie  ki  ta  believe  all  thefe  tales  whh  which  thy  childhood 
"  hath  been  alarmed  ?  Thou  feed  not  that  all  thefe  are  mere- 
**  ly  the  vifions  of  weak  minds,  and  that  the  more  know- 
**  ing,  who  preach  them  up  fo  much,  believe  not  a  v^prd 
«•  bf  them  thirmfelves  ?" 

O  my  God  !  How  mean  and  defpicable  a  the  latpiout 
mafi  irho  kem^  (o  proudly  to  coni(itim  ihH  ?  He  is  a 


S4^  SERMON  VIU 

coward,  wlo  outwardly  inrults,  yet  inwardly  fears  thee? 
be  is  a  vain  boafler,  who  makes  a  (hew  of  unbelief,  but  telk 
not  what  pafles  within ;  htM  an  impodor,  who,  wifhing  to 
deceive  us,  cannot  fucceed  in  deceiving  hinvfelf ;  httisaiooK 
ivbo  without  a  fingle  inducement,  adopts^ all  the  horrors  of 
impiety  ;  he  is  a  madman,  who,  unable  to  attain  irreligion, 
or  to  extinguifh  the  terrors  of  his  confcience,  extinguiflies 
in  himfelf  all  modefiy  and  decency,  and  endeavours  to  make 
an  impious  merit  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  men  ;  who  madly  facrifi* 
-  ces,  to  the  deplorable  vanity  of  being  thought  an  unbeliever, 
liis  religion  which  he  flill  preferves^  his  God  whom  he 
dreads,  his  confcience  which  he  feels,  his  eternal  falvation 
which  he  hopes.  What  a  defertion  of  God,  and  what  a 
£ok  of  madnef^s  and  folly  ! 

And  could  you,  my  brethren,  ^(and  in  this  wiib  I  con>* 
prife  the  whole  fruit  of  this  difcourfe)  who  flill  feel  a  re- 
verence for  the  religion  of  our^rthers,  but  be  fenfible  of 
ihe  conteaiptability  of  thofe  men^Mirho^ve  themfelves  cut 
as  free-thinkers,  and  whom  you  often  (b  much  e&eem; 
j^ou  would  then  comprehend  how  much  the  profeflion  of 
unbelief^  now  fo  fafhtonable  among  us,  is,  of  all  other 
charaflers,  the  mod  frivolous,  cowardly,  and  worthy  of 
laughter ;  you  would  then  know  that  every  thing  mean  and 
Ihameful,  even  according  to  the;  world,  is  concealed  un- 
der this  oftentation  of  impiety,  .which  the*  corruption  of 
our  manners  hath  now  rendered  fo  common  enen  to  both 
fexes*  ' 


.* 


ijllyt  Of  licentioufnefs.  They  reach  the  avowal  of  im- 
piety only  when  the  heart  is  profoundly  corrupted  ;  when 
they  aflually  live  in  private  in  the  moft  fhameful  debauch- 
cry;  and,  were  they  known  for  what  they,  are,  they 
would  for  ever  be  diflionoured  even  in  the  eyes  of  men* 
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^dly  Of  meannefs.  They  zBt  the  philofopher  and  the 
wit»  while,  in  fecret,  they  are  the  moil  fneaking,  thetnoft 
diflblute,  the  mod  abandoned,  and  the  weakefi  of  finnery, 
the  verieil  flaves  of  every  pafficAi  unworthy  of  mbdefiy, 
and  even  of  reafon. 

• 

3^  Of  deceit  and  impofition.  They  afi  a  borrowed 
charaSer ;  they  give  themfelves  out  for  what  they  are  not ; 
and,  while  fo  loudly  exclaiming  againft  the  godly,  and 
treating  them  as  impofiors  and  hypocrites,  they  are  them« 
felves  the  yer}'  cheat  they  decry,  and  the  hypocrite  of  im- 
piety and  free-thinking. 

• 

4M/y,  Of  oftentation  and  wretched  vanity.  They  zBt 
the  hero,  while  inwardly  trembling;  for,'  on  tlie  £rft  fig- 
nal  of  death,  they  betray  more  cowardice  than  even  the 
commonell  of  the  people:  th^y  make  a  (how  of  openly 
inrulting  that  God  wh(mi,  they  . ftill  inwardly. dread,  and 
even  hope  to  render  favoun^ble  one  day  to  themfelves :  a 
chara£ler  of  childiOini^fs  and  buflTopnery,  which  the  world 
itfelf  hath  always  cQnfidered  as  the  lowefi,  the  vileft,  and 
the  moft  rifible  of  all  charaQers. 

*.  .      '       -  *  * 

gtUyt  Of  temerity.  Without  erudition  or  knowledge^ 
they  dare  to  fet  up  as  deciders  upon  what  they  are  totally 
ignorant ;  to  condemn  the  greateft  chara6lers  of  every  age; 
and  to  decide  upon  important  points  to  which  they  have 
never  given,  and,  indeed,  to  which  they  are  incapable  of 
giving,  a  (ingle  moment  of  ferious  attention  :  an  indecen- 
cy of  chara£ler  which  can  accord  only  with  men  who  have 
nothing  more  to  lofe  on  the  fide  of  honour. 

6/A/y,  Of  folly.     They  pride  themfelves  in  appearing , 
without  religi9n ;  tbn  ii  to  fay,  without  charaQer*  morals, 
;  probity^ 


fiMty,  fear  of  Dod  ^ni  of  tnan,  dnd  tajpiitbte  of  eyhry 

tfring  vjtceptiAg  virtte  WfA  ftkUdt^kice. 

• 

.  ^dW/,  Of  fuptfftitidni^  Wfe  haW  feco  theft  j^tehded 
free-thinkers,  who  refufe  to  confult  the  oracles  of  the  holy 
prophets,  confuhing  conjurors  ;  admitting  in  men  that 
knowledge  of  futurity  which  they  refufe  to  God ;  giving 
imo  every  thildifb  ^itduliiy^  while  tifiiig  up  kgainft  the 
ikiajefty  of  faith ;  expe£ling  their  ^ghindteeiiient  and  foN 
tune  from  a  deceitful  Oracle,  aftd  unwilling  to  hope  theiir 
falvation  from  the  orai^lei  ol  out*  holy  books;  and,  inn. 
word,  ridiculoufly  believing  in  demons^  while  they  mak^ 
a  boaft  of  difbelieving  a  God. 

Ldfifyt  What,  ih  my  opikiidn,  is  Woft  deplorable  in 
tUefe  chara3ers  i8»  that  they  »e  id  a  Gtuatiort  which  pre- 
tludes  almoft  every  hope  of  falvation.  For  an  a3ual  uii'- 
believer,  if  fuch  there  be,  ttsay,  in  a  moment^  be  (Irickeii 
f>t  God,  and  overwhelmed,  as  it  were,  under  the  weight 
6f  that  glory  and  'tiiajefty  which  he  tiiiknowingly  had  blaf- 
{>hemed  :  the  eyes  df  this  tinfortunate  wretch  may  ftill  bfe 
opened'  by  the  Lord  in  his  mercy ;  he  may  make  his  light  t6 
(hine  through  his  darknefs,  and  reveal  that  truth  which  he 
rcfifts  only  becaufe  he  kripws  it  not :  be  has  (liii  refources, 
fuch  as  perhaps  re£litude,  confiflency,  principles^  (of  er- 
ror and  illufion  I  confef^,  but  itill  they  are  principles :) 
be  will  be  equally  warm  for  his  God  when  known,  as  he 
Was  his  enemy  when  unknown.  But  the  unbelievers,  6f 
whom  I  fpeak,  have  fcarcely  a  way  left  ot  returning  t^ 
God ;  they  infult  the  Lord  whom  they  knoW ;  they  blaf- 
pheme  that  religion  which  they  ilill  pfefervein  their  heart ; 
they  refjfl  the  impreflions  of  confcience  which  flill  inward- 
'fy^efpoufes  the  caufe  of  faith  againft  themfelvei;  in  vaia 
does  the  light  of  God  fliine  upon  their  heart,  ii  ferves  oa)f 
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to  render  more  inexcuieable  the  tre^eiy  of  tWiK  ii^pM^y%^ 
Were  they,  faith  Jefus  ChriH^  ^Ublutely  l^l^nd,  t]M)S, 
would  be  worthy  of  pity,  and  their  fin  would  be  kift ;  bufr 
at  prefent  they  fee  ;  and  confequgntly  thft  gqilt  ot  tboifl  jiV 
religion  is  blafphemy  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  dwel- 
leth  for  ever  upon  their  head. 

Let  us  repair  then,  my  brethren,  by  our  refpeft  for  the 
religion  of  our  fathers ;  by  a  continual  gratitude  towards 
the  Lord,  who  hath  permitted  us  to  be  born  in  the  way  of 
falvation,  into  which  fo  many  nations  have  pot  as  yet  been 
deemed  worthy  to  enter;  let  us  repair,  I  fay,  the  fcandal 
of  unbelief  fo  common  in  this  age,  fo  countenanced 
among  us,  and  which,  become  more  bold  through  the 
number  and  quality  of  its  partifans,  no  longer  hides  its 
head,  but  openly  fhews  itfelf,  and  braves,  as  it  were,  the 
religion  of  the  prince,  and  the  zeal  of  the  paftors.  Let  us 
have  in  horror  thofe  impious  and  defpicable  men,  who 
pride  themfelves  in  turning  into  ridicule  the  majefty  oi 
the  religion  they  profefs :  let  us  fly  them  as  monflers  un- 
worthy to  live,  not  only  among  bdie vers,  but  even  among 
thofe  conne3ed  together  by  honour,  probity,  and  reafon  ; 
far  from  applauding  their  impious  difcourfes,  let  us  cover 
them  with  fhame  by  that  contempt  which  they  merit.  It 
is  fo  low  and  fo  mean,  even  according  to  the  world,  to 
difhonour  that  religion  in  which  one  lives  ;  it  is  fo  beauti- 
ful, and  there  is  fo  much  real  dignity  in  making  a  pride  of 
refpe£ling  and  of  defending  it,  even  with  an  air  of  autho-  „., 
rity  and  of  indignation,  againft  the  filly  fpeeches  which 
atuck  it.  Bj%defpifing  unbelief,  let  us  deprive  it  of  the 
deplorable  glory  it  feeks  ;  from  the  moment  they  arc  defpi- 
fed  unbelievers  will  be  rare  among  us ;  and  the  fame  vani- 
ty which  forms  their  doubts  will  foon  annihilate  or  con-  ^ 
ceal  them,  when  it  ihall  be  a  difgrace  among  us  to  appear' 
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impious,  and  a  glory  to  be  a  believer.  It  is  thus  that  the 
fcandal  (hall  be  done  away,  and  that  altogether  we  (hall 
glorify  the  Lord  in  the  fame  faith,  and  in  the  expeOation 
of  the  eternal  promifes.    Amen. 
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EVIDENCE  OF  THE  LAW  OF  GOD, 

John  viii.  46. 
And  If  I  fay  the  truths  why  do  yt  not  believe  me  f 

J  Esus  Ghrifl  had  hitherto  confuted  the  incredulity  of  the 
Jews  by  his  works  and  his  miracles  ;  at  prefent,  he  recalls 
them  to  the  judgment  of  their  own  confcience  and  to  the  evi- 
dence of  the  truth,  which,  in  fpite  of  themfelves,  render- 
ed teftimony  to  his  do£lrine  and  to  his  miniftry.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  as  they  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  evidence  of  his  mi« 
racles,  in  accufing  him  of  operating  them  through  the  min- 
iftry  of  devils,  To  they  likewife  harden  themfelves  againft 
the  evidence  of  his  doSrine  and  of  his  miflion,  fo  clearly 
foretold  in  the  fcriptures,  by  alledging  pretended  obfcuii-' 
ties,  which  rendered  them,  in  their  eyes,  ftill  doubtful  and 
fufpicious. 

For,  my  brethren,  however  evident  may  be  the  truth,  *  ;  » 
that  is  to  fayguhe  law  of  God,  whether  in  our  heart,  where 
it  is  written  in  fhining  and  ineffaceable  chara6lers,  or  in 
the  rules  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  left  to  us ;  we  would  aU 
ways,  either  that  our  confcicnce  fee  nothing  in  it  but  wSat 
pur  paflions  fee^  or  that  tbefe  rules  be  not  fo  explicit  but 
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what  we  may  always  be  able  to  find  out  fome  favourable 
interpretation  and  modification  of  them. 

In  efFefl,  two  pretexts  are  commonly  oppofed  by  |he 
finners  of  the  world  againft  the  evidence  of  truths,  the  mod 
terrible  of  the  law  of  God*  i/f/y.  In  order  to  calm  them* 
pelves  on  a  thoufand  abufes,  authorifed  by  the  world,  they 
tell  us  tliat  they  believe  themfelves  to  be  in  fafety  in  that 
ftate ;  that  their  confcience  reproaches  them  with  nothing 
on  that  head  ;  and  that»  could  they  be  perfuaded  thvt  they 
v^ere  in  the  path  of  error,  they  would  inftantly  quit  it* 
Firft  pretext  which  is  oppofed  to  the  evidence  ot  the  law 
of  God :  candour  and  tranquillity  of  confcience. 

8^/y,  They  oppofe  that  the  gofpel  is  not  fo  clear  and  fo 
explicit  on  certain  points  as  we  maintain  it  to  be ;  that  each 
interprets  it  in  his  own  way,  and  makes  it  to  fay  whatever 
be  wiflies ;  that  what  appears  fo  pofitive  to  us,  appears  n(^ 
fo  to  all  the  world.  Second  pretext :  the  obfcurity  and 
uncertainty  of  the  rules 

Now,  I  fay  that  the  law  of  God  hath  a  two-folfl  mark  of 
evidence,  which  fhall  ovenhrow  thefe  two  pretexts,  and 
fhall  condemn,  at  the  day  of  ju^lgment,  all  the  vain  excu- 
fes  of  finners. 

iftly.  It  is  evident  in  the  confcience  of  the  finner : 
firft  refleftion.  2^/y,  It  is  evident  in  the  fimplicity  of 
the  rules :  fecond  refIe6lion.  The  evidence  of  the  law  of 
.  God  in  the  confcience  of  men  :  firft  chara&|r  of  the  law 
oi  God,  which  (hall  judge  the  falfe  fecurity  and  the  pre* 
-tended  candour  ot  worldly  fouls.  The  evidence  of  the 
law  of  God  in  the  fimplicity  of  its  rules :  fecond  chara£ler 
gf  the  law  of  God,  which  ih^Il  judge  the  afie£led  uncer* 
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tainties,  and  the  falfe  interpretations  of  (inners.  Aiid 
thus  it  is,  O  my  God  I  that  thy  holy  law  (hall  judge  the 
^orld,  and  that  the  criminal  confcience  (hall  one  day  be 
confounded  before  thy  tribunal,  both  by  the  lights  of  hit 
own  confcience,  and  by  the  perfpicuity  of  thy  heavenly 
maxims. 

Part  I.  It  is  rather  furprifing  that  the  greateft  part  of 
worldty  fouls,  in  juftifxcatton  of  the  abufes  of  the  world 
apd  the  danger  of  its  maxims,  alledge  to  us  the  candour 
and  the  tranquillity  of  their  confcience.  Be(ides,  that 
peace  and  fecurity,  in  the  falfe  paths  of  iniquity,  are  rather 
their  punifhment  than  their  excufe ;  and  that,  were  it  even 
true  that  the  confcience  (hould  reproach  them  with  no- 
thing in  manners  regulated  folely  according  to  the  falfe 
judgments  of  the  world,  that  (late  would  ftill  be  only  fo 
much  the  worfe,  and  more  hopelefs  of  falvation :  it  appears 
that,  of  all  tribunals,  that  of  confcience  is  the  laft  to 
which  an  unbelieving  foul  (hould  appeal;  and  that  no<» 
thing  is  lefs  favourable  to  the  errors  of  a  (inner  than  the 
finner  himfelf. 

I  know  that  there  are  hardened  fouls,  to  whom  no  ray 
of  grace  or  of  light  can  carry  convi£lion ;  who  live  with- 
out remorfe  and  without  anxiety  in  the  horrors  of  an  infa- 
mous licentioufnefs  ;  in  whom  all  confcience  feems  extin- 
guifhed,  and  who  carry  the  excefs  of  their  blindnefs,  fays 
St.  Auguftin,  fo  far,  as  even  to  glory  in  their  very  blind- 
nefs. But  thftfe  are  only  rare  and  dreadful  examples  of 
God's  judice  upon  men  ;  and  if  fuch  have  appeared  upon 
the*earth,  they  only  prove  how  far  his  negle£l  and  the  pow-  - 
er  of  bi»  wrath  may  fometimes  go. 


Yes, 
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Yes,  my  brethren,  whether  we  afie£l  boldly  ind  ope&I/ 
to  cafi  off  the  authority  of  the  law,  like  the  impious  and 
the  licentious ;  whether  we  endeavour  to  molify  and  artifi- 
cially to  reconcile  it  with  our  paffions,  by  ^vourable  inter- 
pretations,  like  the  greateft  part  of  worldly  fouls  and  com- 
mon finners  ;  our  confcience  renders  a  two-fold  tefliroony 
within  us  to  this  divine  law  :  a  teflimony  of  truth  to  the 
equity  and  to  the  neceflity  of  its  maxims»  and  a  teftinM>ny 
of  feverity  to  the  exa£litude  of  its  rules. 

I  fay,  in  the  firft  place,  a  teflimony  of  truth  to  the  equi- 
tj  of  its  maxims.  For,  my  brethren,  God  is  too  wife  not 
to  love  order ;  and  he  is,  at  the  fame  time,  too  good  not 
to  wi(h  our  welfare.  His  law  muft  confequently  bear 
thefe  two  chara3ers ;  a  charaQer  of  equity^  and  a  charac- 
ter  of  goodnefs  :  a  charaQer  of  equity,  which  regulates 
all  th^  duties ;  a  chara6ler  of  goodnefs,  which  makes  us  to 
£nd  our  peace  and  our  happinefs  here  below,  in  duty  and 
in  regularity. 

Tlius  we  feel,  in  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  that  thefe 
rules  are  jufl  and  reafonable ;  that  the  law  of  God  com- 
mands norhii>g  but  what  is  confiftent  with  the  real  interefts 
of  man  ;  that  nothing  is  more  confonant  to  the  reafonable 
creature  than  gentlenefs,  humanity,  temperance,  modefly, 
and  all  the  virtues  recommended  in  the  gofpel ;  that  the 
pafCons  prohibited  by  the  law  are  the  fole  fource  of  all  our 
troubles  ;  that  the  more  we  deviate  from  the  precept,  and 
from  the  law,  the  more  do  we  remove  ourfelves  from  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  heart;  and  that  the  Lord,-'fn  forbidding 
us  to  yield  ourfelves  up  to  impetuous  and  iniquitous  paf- 
fionsy  hath  only  forbidden  us  to  yield  ourfelves  up  to  our 
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•wn  tyrants*,  and  that  his  only  intention  hath  been  to  ren- 
der us  happy  in  rendering  us  believers. 

Behold  a  teflimony  which  the  law  of  God  finds  in  the 
bottom  of  our  Hearts.  Hurried  away  by  the  delufion  of 
the  fenfes,  we  vainly  caft  o(F  the  yoke  of  the  holy  rules ; 
we  can  never  fucceed  in  juftifying,  even  to  ourfelves,  our 
own  irregularities ;  we  always  internally  adopt  the  inter^ 
efts  of  the  law  againil  ourfelves ;  we  always  find  within  ut 
a  jufiification  of  the  rules  againil  the  paflions.  We  can^ 
not  corrupt  this  internal  witnefs  of  the  truth,  which  pleads 
within  us  for  virtue ;  we  always  feel  a  fecret  niifunder- 
flanding  between  our  inclinations  and  our  lights  :  the  law 
of  God,  born  in  our  heart,  incelTantly  ftruggles  there 
againft  the  law  of  the  flefli  foreign  to  man  ;  it  maintains  its 
truths  there  in  fpite  of  ourfelves,  if  it  cannot  maintain 
its  authority  ;  it  officiates  as  a  cenfurer,  if  it  cannot  ferve 
as  a  divit&oT  ;  in  a  word,  it  renders  us  unhappy  if  it  can- 
not render  us  believers. 

Thus,  in  vain  do  we  fometimes  give  way  to  all  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  hatred  and  revenge ;  we  immediately  feel  that 
this  cruel  pleafure  is  not  made  for  the  heart  of  man  ;  that 
to  hate,  is,  in  faSk,  to  puniOi  ourfelves  ;  and,  in  returning 
to  ourfelves  after  the  tranfports  of  paflion,  we  find  within  us 
a  principle  of  humanity  which  difavows  their  violence,  and 
clearly  points  put  to  us,  that  gentlenefs  and  kindnefs  were 
our  firft  inclinations ;  and  that  in  commanding  us  to  love 
our  brethren,  the  law  of  God  hath  only  done  fo,as  to  con. 
fult  the  right  and  moil  reafonable  feelings  of  our  heart,  and 
to  reconcile  us  with  ourfelves.  Thou  art  more  righteous 
than  I,  faid  Saul  to  David,  in  the  time  of  his  ftrongeft 
hatred  againil  him.    That  goodnefs,  born  in  the  heart  of 

aU 


1^  •  S  R  M  O  k  VIII. 

all  men,  forced  from  him  that  confeflidn,  and  inwardly 
difavowed  the  injuftice  and  the  cruelty  of  his  revenge. 

In  vain  do  we  plunge  ourfelves  into  brutal  and  fenfual 
gratifications,  and  madly  range  alter  whatever  may  fatisfy 
the  infatiable  defires  of  pleafure :  we  quickly  feel,  thai 
debauchery  leads  us  too  far  to  be  agreeable  to  nature : 
that  whatever  enflaves  and  tyrannifes  over  us,  overturn! 
the  order  of  our  firft  inftitution  ;  and  that.ihe  gofpel,  in 
prohibiting  the  voluptuous  pafTions,  hath  provided  for  the 
tranquillity  of  our  heart,  and  for  rcfloring  to  us  all  its  ele« 
vation  and  nobility.  How  many  hired  fervants  of  my  fa* 
ther's,  faid  the  prodigal  ftill  bound  in  the  chains  of  vice» 
have  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare  I  and  I  confume  my  days 
in  wearinefs,  and  in  fhame*  It  was  a  remain  of  reafon  and 
of  nobility  which  ftill  fpake  in  the  bottom  oi  bis  heart. 

Laflly  inveOigate  all  the  precepts  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  you  will  fell  that  they  have  a  neceffary  conneftion  with 
the  heart  of  man ;  that  they  are  rules  founded  upon  a  pro* 
found  knowledge  of  what  takes  place  within  us;  that  they 
folely  contain  the  remedies  of  our  moft  fecret  evils,  and 
the  fuccours  of  our  moft  righteous  inclinations ;  and  that 
none  but  Him  alone,  who  knoweth  the  bottom  of  hearts, 
could  be  capable  of  laying  down  fuch  maxims  to  men* 
The  heathens  themfelves,  in  whom  all  truth  was  not  yet 
cxtinguifhed,  rendered  this  glory  to  the  Chriftian  morality; 
they  were  forced  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  its  precepts, 
the  neceffity  of  its  reflraints,  the  fanflity  of  its  counfels, 
the  good  fcnfe  and  fublimity  of  all  its  rules ;  they  were 
aflonifhed  to  find,  in  the  difcourfes  of  Jefus  Chrift,  a 
iDore  fublime  philofophy  than  in  the  Roman  or  Grecian 
fchools  ;  and  they  could  not  comprehend  how  the  fon  of 
Mary  fliouldbe  better  acquainted  with  the  duties,  the  de- 
fires^ 
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fires,  and-all  the  fecret  folds  of  the  human  heart,  than  Plato 
and  all  his  difciples* 

Will  you  tell  us,  after  this,  that  nature  is  our  firft  law. 
and  that  tenllencifs  to  pleafnres,  inherent  in  our  being,  caa 
never  be  crimes ;  I  have  often  faid  it ;  it  is  an  impiety  on« 
ly  of  converfation;^it  is  an  oflentation  oi  free- thinkings 
of  which  vanity  makes  a  boaft,  but  which  truth  inwardly 
belies.  Augufttn  in  his  errors  had  fpared  no  pains  to  efface 
from  the  botto^i  of  his  heart,  thofe  remains  of  faith  and  of 
confcience  which  flill  recalled  him  to  the  truth ;  he  had 
eagerly  fought,  in  the  mod  impious  opinions,  and  the  mod 
{hocking  errors,  wherewithal  to  comfort  himfelf  againft  hit 
crimes  ;  his  mind  flying  the  light  which  purfued  him,  wan* 
dered  from  impiety  to  impiety,  and  from  error  to  error ; 
neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts  and  flights,  tb9 
truth,  and  always  viflorious  in  the  bottom  of  his  foul, 
proclaimed  its  triumph  in  fpite  of  himfelf;  he  could  fucceed 
neither  hi  feducing  nor  in  quieting  himfelf  in  his  diforders : 
**  I  bore,  O  my  God,  fays  he,  a  confcience  racked,  and 
ftill  bleeding  as  it  were,  from  the  grievous  wounds  which 
my  paflions  inceffantly  made  there  ;  I  was  a  burden  to  my- 
felf ;  I  could  no  longer  fuilain  my  own  heart ;  I  turned 
myfelf  on  every  (ide,  and  no  where  could  it  find  eafe ;  I 
knew  not  where  to  lay  it,  that  I  might  be  delivered  from 
it,  and  that  mine  anxiety  might  be  comforted." 

Behold  the  tedimony  which  a  finner,  who,  to  all  the 
keennefs  of  the  paflions,  added  the  impiety  of  opinions, 
and  the  abufe  ot  lights,  renders  of  himfelf.  And  thefeex- 
amples  are. of  every  age;  our  own  has  beheld  famous  and 
avowed  tinners,  who  made  an  infamous  boaft  of  not  be* 
lieving  in  God,  and  who  were  looked  upon  as  heroes  in  im« 
piety  and  free-thinking ;  we  have  feen  them,  touched  at 
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laft  with  repentance  like  Auguftin»  and  recalled  from  their 
errors,  we  have  feen  them,  I  fay,  iiiake  an  open  avowal, 
that  they  had  never  been  able  to  fucceed  in  effacing  the 
rales  and  truth  from  their  foul ;  that,  amidft  all  their 
moft  (hocking  impieties  and  excefles,  dieir  heart,  ftill 
Chriftian,  inwardly  belied  their  derilions  and  blarphemies ; 
that,  before  men,  they  vaunted  a  flupngth  of  mind  which 
forfook  them  in  private  ;  that  that  apparent  unbelief  con- 
cealed the  moft  cruel  remorfes,  and  the  moft  gloomy  fears  ; 
and  that  they  had  never  been  firm  and  tranquil  in  guilt. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  guilt,  always  timorous,  every  where 
bears  a  witnefs  ot  condemnation  againft  itfelt.  Every 
where  you  render  homage,  by  your  inward  anxieties  and 
remorfes,  to  that  fan&ity  of  that  law  which  you  violate  ; 
every  where  a  fund  of  wearinefs  and  of  forrow,  infepara* 
ble  from  guilt,  makes  you  to  feel  that  regularity  and  inno- 
cence are  the  only  happinefs  which  was  intended  for  you 
on  the  earth  ;  you  vainly  difplay  an  affe£led  intrepidity ; 
the  guilty  confcience  always  betrays  itfelf.  Cruel  terrors 
march  every  where  before  you  ;  foiitude  difquiets,  dark- 
nefs  alarms  you ;  you  fancy  to  fee  phantoms  coming  from 
every  quarter  to  reproach  you  with  the  fecret  errors  of  your 
foul ;  unlucky  dreams  fill  you  with  black  and  gloomy  fan« 
cies  ;  and  guilt,  after  which  you  run  with  fo  much  relifli, 
purfues  you  afterwards  like  a  cruel  vulture,  and  fixes  itfelf 
upon  you,  to  tear  your  heart,  and  to  punifh  you  for  the 
pleafure  it  had  formerly  given  you.  O  my  God  !  what 
Ifefources  haft  thou  not  left  in  our  heart  to  recal  us  to  thee  ! 
And  how  powerful  is  the  proteflion  which  the  goodnefs 
and  the  righteoufnefs  of  thy  law  finds  in  the  bottom  oi 
our  being  !  Firft  teftimony  which  the  confcience  renders 
to  the  law  ot  God,  a  teftimony  of  truth  to  the  fan£lity  of 
its  maxims* 

Bu( 
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But  it  alfo  renders  a  teftimony  ot  feverity  to  the  exafl:!- 
tttde  of  its  rules.  For  a  fecond  iliufion  of  the  greateft 
part  of  worldly  fouls,  who  live  exempted  from  great  irregu- 
larities, but  who  otherwife  live  amidft  all  the  pleafures,  all 
the  abufcs,  all  the  fenfu^ities,  and  all  the  diflipations  au- 
tfaorifed  by  the  world,  is,  that  of  wilhing  to  perfuade 
tfaemfelves  that  the  gofpel  requires  no  more,  and  to  per« 
fuade  us,  that  their  confcience  reproaches  them  with  no- 
thing, and  that  they  believe  themfelves  fafe  in  that  ftate. 
Now,  I  fay  that  here  the  worldly  confcience  is  again  not 
candid,  and  is  deceived ;  and  that,  in  fpite  of  all  thofe  mpl* 
lifications  which  they  endeavour  to  juilify  to  themfelves,  it 
renders,  in  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  a  teftimony  of  fe- 
verity to  the  law  of  God* 

In  effefl,  order  requires  that  all  our  paflions  be  regu- 
bted  by  the  bridle  of  the  law ;  all  our  inclinations,  cor- 
rupted 'jo  their  fource,  have  occafion  for  a  rule  to  re3ify 
and  corre£l  them  :  we  confcfs  this  ourfelves ;  we  feel  that 
our  corruption  pervades  the  fmalleft  as  well  as  the  greateft 
things ;  that  felf-iove  infe6ls  all  our  proceedings  ;  and  that 
we  every  where  find  ourfelves  weak,  and  in  continual  op- 
pofition  to  order  and  duty :  we  feel,  then,  that  the  rule 
ought,  in  no  inftance,  to  be  favourable  to  our  inclinations  ; 
that  we  ought  every  where  to  find  it  fevere,  becaufe  it 
ought  every  where  to  be  in  oppofitipn  to  us ;  that  the  law 
cannot  be  in  unity  with  us ;  that  whatever  favours  our  in- 
clinations, can  never  be  the  remedy  intended  to  cure 
them  ;  that  whatever  flatters  our  defires,  can  never  be  the 
bridle  which  is  to  reftrain  them  ;  in  a  word,  that  whatever 
nouriQies  felf-love,  is  not  the  law  which  is  eftabli(hed  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  deiiroying  and  annihilating  it.  Thus, 
by  an  inward  feeling,  infeparable  from  our  being,  we  al- 
ways difcriminate  ourfelves  from  the  law;  our  inclinations 
from  its  rules ;  our  pleafures  from  its  duties  \  and,  -in  all 
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dubious  a£lion«  where  we  decide  in  favour  of  Onf  inclina- 
txons,  we  perfe£k)y  feel  that  we  are  deviating  from  tb« 
law  of  God,  always  more  rigid  than  oorfelves» 

And  allow  me  here*  my  brethren,  to  appeal  to  your 
confcience  itfelf,  which  you  always  aliedge*  and  to  which 
you  continually  refer  us.  Are  you,  honeiUy  fpeaking,  at 
/  your  eafe,  as  you  wifli  to  perfuade  us,  in  this  life,  al- 
together of  pleafures,  oi  diflipation,  of  indolence,  an4 
of  fenfuality ;  in  a  word,  in  this  worldly  lite,  of  which 
you  conAantly  maintain  the  innocence  ?  Have  you  hitherto 
been  able  to  fucceed  in  perfuading  yourfelves,  that  it  it 
the  path  which  leads  to  falvation  ?  Do  you  not  feel  that 
fomething  more  is  required  of  you  by  the  gofpel  than  you 
perform  ?  Would  you  wifli  to  appear  before  God  with  no- 
thing to  offer  to  him  but  thefe  pleafures,  thefe  amufements 
which  you  call  innocent,  and  of  which  the  principal 
groundwork  of  life  is  compofed  ?  I  put  the  quefiion  to 
you.  In  thofe  moments  when,  more  warmly  affefled  per- 
haps by  grace,  you  propofe  ferioufly  to  think  upon  eternity, 
do  you  not  place,  in  the  plan  which  you  then  form  of  a 
new  life,  the  privation  of  almoil  all  the  very  things  in 
which  you  are  continually  telling  us  that  you  fee  no  harm  ? 
Do  you  not  begin  by  promifmg  to  yourfelves,  that,  folcly 
occupied  then  with  your  falvation,  you  will  renounce  the 
exceflfes  of  gaming,  the  theatres,  the  vanities  and  inde- 
cencies of  drefs,  the  diflipation  of  public  aflemblies  and 
pleafures ;  that  you  will  devote  more  time  to  prayer,  to  re- 
tirement, to  holy  reading,  and  to  the  duties  oi  religion  ? 
Now,  what  is  it  that  you  hereby  acknowledge,  unlefs  it 
be,  that,  while  you  renounce  not  all  thefe  abufes  ;  that 
you  devote  not  i.iore  time  to  all  thefe  pious  duties,  you 
think  ribt  ferioufly  upon  your  falvation ;  you  ought  to  have 
no  pretenlion  to  it ;  you  are  in  the  path  of  death  and  per* 
dition. 

But, 
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Btit»  he&Aes^  yoa  trho  cany  fo  far  the  Tevrrity  of  your 
ccllfuret  againft  ibe  godly,  recollefi  all  the  rigour  oi  your 
maximsy  and  of  your  derifioils  upon  their  eondufi ;  do  you 
not  blame,  do  you  not  continually  cenfure  thofe  perfons 
who  wifli  to  connefi,  with  a  public  profeffion  of  piety, 
tbofe  abofes»  thofe  amufements,  of  which  you  are  the  daily 
apologift,  and  who  wifli  to  enjoy  the  repuution  of  virtue 
without  lofing  any  of  the  pleafures  of  the  world  ?  Do  you 
not  mock  their  piety  as  a  piece  of  mere  grimace  ?  Here  it  if 
that  you  emphatically  difplajr  all  the  aufterity  of  the  Chrif«- 
tian  life.  Do  you  not  lay  that  it  is  neceflary  either  totally 
to  renounce  the  world,  or  to  continue  to  live  as  the  world 
lives ;  and  that  all  thefe  ambiguous  virtues  fervc  only  to 
decry  the  true  virtue?  I  agree  with  you  in  this ;  but  I  re- 
ply to  you :  Your  confcience  diAates  to  you  that  it  is  not 
fafe  to  give  yourfelf  partially  to  God,  and  your  confcience 
reproachea  you  nothing,  as  you  fiiy,  in  a  life  in  which  God 
enters  noi  at  all  ?  You  condemn  thofe  miftaken  fouls  whom, 
at  lead,  an  apparent  divifion  between  the  world  and  Jefut 
Cbrift  may  comfort  ?  And  you  juftiiy  to  us  your  conduflt 
you  who  have  nothing  in  its  juftificatton  but  the  abufes  of 
the  world  and  the  danger  of  its  habits  ?  Do  you  then  be- 
Keve  that  the  path  of  falvation  is  more  rugged  for  thofe 
who  profefs  piety  than  for  you  ?  That  the  world  hath  pri« 
vileges  thereon,  which  are  forfeited  from  the  moment  tha^ 
we  mean  to  ferve  God  ?  Be  confident  then  with  yourfelves ; 
and  either  condemn  no  more  a-  worldly  virtue,  or  no  lon- 
^r  juftify  the  world  itfelf ;  fince  whatever  you  blame  in 
that  virtue  is  only  that  portion  of  it  which  the  world  fup- 
plies. 

And,  in  order  to  make  you  more  fenfibly  feel  how  far 
yott  are  from  being  candid  on  this  headf  you  continually 
uke  a  pride  io  repeating  that  we  defpair  o^  human  weak- 
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nefs  ;  that,  in  order  to  aft  up  to  all  that  we  f«f  in  th^ 
Chriftian  pulpits,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  withdraw  to  the 
deferts,  or  to  be  angels  rather  than  men :  neverthelefs,  ren« 
4ler  glorj  to  the  force  of  truth.  If  a  minifter  of  the  gof- 
pel  were  to  deliver  to  you  from  this  place  a  do£brine  quite 
oppofite  to  that  which  we  teach  ;  were  he  to  announce  to 
you  the  fame  maxims  which  you  daily  hold  forth  in  the 
world  ;  were  he  to  preach  to  you  in  this  place  of  the  truth, 
that  the  gofpel  is  not  fo  fevere  as  it  is  publilhed ;  that  we  may 
love  the  world  and  yet  ferve  God  ;  that  there  is  no  harm 
in  gaming,  in  pleafures,  in  theatres,  except  what  we  our- 
felves  occafion  ;  that  we  mud  live  like  the  world  while  we 
live  in  the  world ;  that  all  that  language  of  the  crofs,  ot 
penitence,  of  mortification,  and  of  felf-denial,  is  more 
calculated  for  cloillers  than  for  the  court,  and  for  perfons  of 
a  certain  rank ;  and  laftly,  that  God  is  too  good  to  confider 
ars  crimes,  a  thoufand  things  which  are  become  habitual, 
and  of  which  we  wi(h  you  to  make  a  matter  of  confcience  ; 
were  he,  I  fay,  to  preach  thefe  maxims  to  you  in  this  holy 
place,  what  would  you  think  of  him  ?  What  would  you 
fay  to  his  new  do6Vrine  ?  What  idea  would  you  have  of 
this  new  apoftle  ?  Would  you  confider  him  as  a  man  come 
down  from  heaven  to  announce  to  you  this  new  gofpel  ? 
Would  you  believe  him  to  be  better  infiruQed  than  we  in 
the  holy  truths  ot  falvation,  and  in  the  rules  of  theChrifiian 
life?  You  would  laugh  at  his  ignorance,  or  his  folly;  you 
would  perhaps  be  firuck  with  horror  at  the  profanation 
which  he  would  make  of  his  miniftry. 

And  what,  my  brethren,  thefe  maxims  announced  be'* 
fore  the  altars  would  appear  to  you  as  blafphcmy  or  mad- 
nefs  ;  and,  promulgated  in  your  daily  converfations,  they 
would  become  rules  of  reafon  and  of  wifdom  ?  In  the 
mouth  of  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  you  would  look  upon 

them 
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iTiem  as  the  fpeeches  of  a  madman ;  and»  in  ydur  mouthy 
they  Ihould  appear  more  folid  and  more  weighty  ?  Yoa 
would  laugh,  or  rather  you  would  be  ftruck  with  horror, 
at  a  preacher  who  ihould  announce  them  to  you ;  and  you 
wifli  to  perfuade  us  that  you  fpeak  ferioufly,  and  that  you 
are  confiftent  witl^  yourfelves  when,  with  fo  much  confi* 
dence,  you  hold  them  forth  to  us. 

.  Ahl  my  brethren,  how  .treacherous  we  are  to  God  1 
and  how  terrible  will  he  be  when  he  (hall  come  to  avenge, 
upon  the  lights  of  our  own  heart,  the  honour  of  his  holy 
law  f  Our  apparent  obftinacy  ,for  the  abufes  of  the  world, 
of  which  we  maintain  the  innocence,  is  a  fecret  perfuaGon 
that  the  world  and  all  its  abufes  are  a  path  of  perdition ;  we 
publicly  juftify  what  we  condemn  in  private  ;  we  are 
the  hypocrites  of  the  world  and  of  its  pleafures :  and, 
through  a  moft  deplorable  deftiny,  our  life  pafles  away 
in  diflembling  with  ourfelves,  and  is  obfiinately  determin- 
ing to  perilh  in  fpite  of  ourfelves.  And  furely,  fays  the 
apofile  John,  if  our  heart,  notwithilanding  all  our  felf- 
blindnefs,  cannot  help  already  condemning  us  in  fecret, 
have  we  more  indulgence  to  expe£l  from  the  terrible  and 
fovereign  Judge  of  hearts  than  from  our  heart  itfelf  ? 

Thus,  my  brethren,  Itudy  the  law  of  God  in  your  own 
confcience,  and  you  will  fee  that  it  is  not  more  favourable 
than  we  to  your  paflions ;  confult  the  lights  of  your  heart, 
and  you  will  feel  that  they  perfe£lly  accord  with  our  max- 
ims ;  liilen  to  the  voice  of  truth,  which  fpeaks  within  you, 
and  you  will  admit,  that  we  only  repeat  what  it  is  conti- 
nually whifpering  to  your  heart  ?  You  have  no  occaGon, 
fays  St.  Auguilin,  to  apply  to  able  men,  in  order  to  have 
the  greateft  part  of  your  doubts  cleared  up  ;  go  no  farther 
than  yourfelves  for  explanations  and  anfwers;  apply  iq 
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fourfelves  for  whst  you  have  to  do ;  li Aen  to  the  decifioni 
tli  your  heart ;  follow  the  firft  impulfe  of  your  confcience^ 
•nd-you  will  always  determine  for  that  party  mod  conform- 
able to  the  law  of  God :  the  firft  impreffion  of  the  heart 
\%  always  for  the  i)ri£lnef$  of  the  law^iagainft  the  foftenings 
of  felf-love  :  your  confcience  will  al%^y8  ^o  farther,  and 
will  be  more  ftri£l  thau  ourfelves  ;  and,  if  you  have  occa- 
fion  for  our  decifions,  it  will  rather  be  in  order  to  mode- 
rate the  fe verity,  than  to  expofe  the  falfe  indulgence  of  it. 

Behold  the  firft  manner  in  which  the  law  of  God  (hall 
•ne  day  judge  us :  that  law,  manifefted  in  the  confcience 
ef  the  finner,  andas  if  born  with  him,  (hall  rife  upagainft 
bim ;  our  heart,  marked  with  the  feal  of  truth,  (hall  be  the 
witnefs  to  depofe  for  our  condemnation :  our  lights  (halt 
be  oppofed  to  our  anions,  our  remorfes  to  our  manners^ 
our  fpeeches  to  our  thoughts,  our  inward  fentiments  to  our 
public  proceedings,  and  ourfelves  to  ourfelves.  Thus  we 
bear,  each  of  us,  our  condemnation  in  our  own  heart.  The 
Lord  will  not  bring  other  proof  than  ourfelves,  to  deter- 
mine the  decifionof  our  eternal  reprobation;  and  the  foul 
before  the  tribunal  of  God,  fays  Turtullian,  (hall  appear  at 
the  fame  time,  both  the  criminal  condemned,  and  the  wit- 
fiefs  which  (hall  teftify  againft  his  crimes.  He  will  have  no- 
thing to  reply,  continues  this  father.  You  knew  the  truth 
it  will  be  faid  to  him,  and  you  iniquitoufly  withheld  it ;  you 
admitted  of  the  happinefs  of  the  fouls  who  feek  only  God^ 
and  you  fought  him  not  yourfelves  :  you  drew  (hocking 
pidures  of  the  world,  of  its  wearine(res,  of  its  perfidies^ 
and  of  its  wickedne(res,  and  you  were  always  its  (lave  and 
blinded  wor(hipper;  you  inwardly  refpe£led  the  religion 
of  your  fathers,  and  you  made  a  deplorable  vaunt  of  im- 
piety :  you  fecretly  dreaded  the  judgments  of  God,  and 
you  affe£led  not  to  believe  in  him.    In  the  bottom  of  your 
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lieart  you  rendered  juftice  to  the  piety  of  the  godly  i 
you  propofed  to  refemble  them  at  fome  iuture  period ;  and 
you  tore  and  perfecuted  them  with  your  derifions  and  cen** 
fures :  in  a  word,  your  lights  have  ever  been  for  Gdd,  and 
your  afUons  for  the  world. 

O  my  God  !  to  what  do  men  not  carry  their  ingratitude 
and  folly!  Thou  haft  placed  in  us  lights  infeparable  from 
our  being,  which,  by  difturbing  the  falfe  peace  of  our ' 
paflions  and  errors,  continually  recal  us  to  order  and  to 
the  truth  ;  and,  through  an  impofition  of  vanity,  we  make 
a  boafi  of  being  tranquil  in  our  errors  ;  we  glory  in  a  peace 
which  thy  mercy  is  ilill  willing  to  difturb  ;  and  far  from 
publiffaing  the  riches  of  thy  grace  upon  our  foul,  whicb 
leaves  us  ftill  open  to  the  truth,  we  vaunt  an  obftinacy  and 
a  blindnefs  which  fooner  or  later  fhall  be  realifed,  and  fhall, 
at  laft,  be  the  juft  punifliment  of  an  ingratitude  and  of  a 
deceit  fo  injurious  to  thy  grace.  Firft  charafier  of  the 
evidence  ot  the  law  of  God ;  it  is  evident  in  the  con-* 
fcienceof  the  (inner;  but  it  is  likewife  fo  in  the  fimplicity  . 
•i  its  rules. 

Part  II.  Since  man  is  the  work  of  God,  man  can  i^ 
longer  live  but  conformably  to  the  will  of  his  author;  and 
fince  God  hath  of  man  made  his  work,  and  his  moft  per* 
fefi  work,  he  could  never  leave  him  to  live  by  chance  up- 
on the  earth  without  roanitefling  to  him  his  will,  that  is  to 
fay,  without  pointing  out  to  him  what  he  owed  to  his  Crea- 
tor, t6  his  fellow-creatures,  and  to  himfelf.  Therefore, 
in  creating  him,  he  imprinted  in  his  being  a  living  light, 
incefTautiy  vifible  to  his  heart,  which  regulated  all  his  du- 
ties. But  all  flefli  having  perverted  its  way,  and  the 
abundance  of  iniquity,  which  had  prevailed  over  the 
earth,  (unable,  it  is  true,  to  efface  that  light  entirely  from 
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the  beart  of  men,)  no  longer  pennitting  them  to  refleS, 
Cr  to  confult  it,  and  apparently  no  longer  even  maintain- 
ing itfeif  in  them,  unleft  to  render  them  more  inexcnfea- 
ble ;  God,  whofe  mercies  feem  to  become  more  abundant 
in  proportion  as  the  wickednefs  of  men  increafes,  caufed 
to  be  engraven,  on  tables  of  fione,  that  law  which  nature, 
that  is  to  fay,  which  himfeif  had  engraven  on  our  hearts : 
he  placed  before  our  eyes  the  law  which  we  bear  within  us, 
in  order  to  recal  us  to  ourfelves.  Neverthelefs,  the  peo- 
ple, who  were  its  firft  depofitaries,  having  again  disfigured 
k  by  interpretations  which  adulterated  its  purity,  JeAis 
Chrift,  the  wifdom  and  the  light  of  God,  came  at  Jall  up« 
on  the  earth  to  reftore  to  it  its  original  beauty  ;  to  purge  it 
from  the  alterations  of  the  fynagogue  ;  to  diffipate  the  ob- 
fcurities  which  a  falfe  learning  and  human  traditions  had 
fpread  through  it ;  to  lay  open  all  its  fublimity  ;  to  apply 
ks  rules  to  our  wants ;  and,  in  leaving  to  us  his  gofpel,  no 
longer  to  leave  an  excufe,  either  to  the  ignorance  or  to  the 
wickednefs  of  thofe  who  violate  his  precepts. 

Neverthelefs,  the  fecond  pretext  which  is  oppofed  in  the 
world  to  the  evidence  of  the  law  of  God,  is  the  pretended 
ambiguity  of  its  rules  :  they  accufe  us  of  making  the  gof- 
pel  to  fay  whatever  we  wifli ;  they  contefi,  they  find  an- 
fwers,  they  fpread  obfcurities  through  all ;  and  they  darken 
the  law  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  world  itfelf  infifts  on 
having  the  gofpel  on  its  fide. 

Now,  I  fay  that,  befides  the  evidence  of  the  confcience, 
the  law  of  God  is  alfo  evident  in  the  fimplicity  of  its 
rules  ;  and,  confequently,  that  the  finners,  who  wi(h  thus 
tojufiify  their  iniquitous  ways,  fliall  one  day  be  over- 
thrown, both  by  the  teftimony  of  their  own  heart,  and  by 
the  evidence  of  the  holy  rules. 

Yes, 
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Yes,  my  brethren,  the  law  of  Crod,  Tays  the  prophet,  is 
pure,  enlightening  the  eyes  even  of  thoTe  who  would  wiih 
to  conceal  it  from  themfelves.  In  e(Fe3,  Jefui  Chrift,  ia 
coming  hirofelf  to  giv^  to  us  a  law  of  life  and  of  truth  f^r 
the  regulation  of  our  manners  and  our  duties,  and  in 
which  the  evidence  could  not  be  too  great,  could  nevertm* 
doubtedly  have  meant  to  leave  obfcurities  in  it  capable  of 
deluding  us  and  of  favouring  paffionJNiFhich  he  exprefsly 
came  to  overthrow.  Human  laws  may  be  liable  to  thefo"^ 
inconveniences :  the  mind  of  man,  which  hath  invented 
them,  being  unable  to  forefee  all,  it  hath  alfo  been  linablc- 
to  obviate  alt  the  difficulties  which  might  one  day  arift  in 
the  minds  of  other  men,  on  the  ftrength  of  its  expreflions 
and  even  on  the  nature  of  its  rules.  But  the  fpirit  of  God» 
author  of  the  holy  rules  held  out  in  the  gofpel,  had  forefeeti 
all  the  doubts  which  the  human  mind  could  oppof^^  to  hit 
law  :  he  hath  read,  in  the  hearts  of  all  men  to  6ome,  the 
obfcurities  which  their  corruption  might  flied  over  .the  na- 
ture of  its  rules  :  confequently,  he  hath  concerted  them  in 
a  manner  fo  divine  and  fo  intelligible,  fo  fimple  and  To  fub« 
Kme,  that  the  moft  ignorant,'  equally  as  the  moft  learned, 
can  never  mircooftnie  his  intentions,  and  be  ignoratit  of 
the  ways  of  eternal  life. 

It  is  true,  that  facred  obfcurittes  conceal  in  it  the  incom-* 
prehenfible  myfteries  of  faith;  buttherul^s  of  the  man- 
ners are  explicit  and  precife  ;  the  duties  are  there  evident ; 
and  nothing  can  be  more  clear,  or  lefs  equivocal,  than  the 
precepts  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Not  but  that  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties may  fpring  up  in  the  detail  of  the  obligations  ;  that 
the  aflemblage  of  a  thoufand  different  circumftances  majT 
not,  in  fuch  a  manner,  darken  the  rule,  that  it  maiy  fotnp- 
times  efcape  the  mofl*  learned  ;  and  that,  upon  all  the  iii8^ 
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fthe  4uti«t  oF  ftations  and  cfonditloni,  aH  be  fe  decided  ta 
4ic  gofp^U  that  mifiakea  cannot  oheA  take  place. 

*  Hut  I  {aft  (and  I  iotreat  at  you  to  purfue  thcfe  Teflefr* 
tionft  which  to  me  appear  of  the  titmoft  tonle^iienee,  awl 
to  comprife  all  the  rules  of  the  manners,)  in  the  firft  placet 
tbat  if^  upon  the  detail  of  duties,  the  lecter  ot  the  law  be 
fometiroes  dubious,  t)pe  fpirit  of  it  is  almoft  never  fo :  thai 
H  is  eaGly  feen  to  which  fide  the  gofpel  inclines,  and  to 
ithat  the  analogy  and  ruKng  fpirtt  of  its  maxims  lead 
us  r  I  fay,  that  they  mutually  clear  up  each  other ;  that  Aef 
s|l  go  to  the  fame  end ;  thi|t  they  are  like  fo  many  rays, 
which,  uniting  in  one  centre,  form  fo  grand  a  tuftre  that  it 
if  impoffible  longer  to  miftake  them  ;  that  there  are  princi* 
pal  rules  which  ferve  to  elucidate  every  particular  diffiouU 
ty ;  and,  kftty,  that,  if  the  law  appear  fometimes  equivo« 
eal  to  us,  the  intention  of  the  legiflator,  by  which  we  ought 
to  interpret  it,  never  leaves  room  for  either  doubt  or  mif* 
take. 

Thus,  you  would  wifli  to  know,  you  who  live  at  the 
court,  where  ambition  is,  as  it  were,  the  virtue  of  perfona 
of  your  rank ;  you  would  wi(h  to  know  if  it  be  a  crime 
ardently  to  long  for  the  honours  and  the  profperities  of  the 
earth,  to  be  never  fatisfied  with  your  ftation,  continually 
to  wifli  advancement,  and  to  conned,  with  that  fingle  de^ 
fire,  all  your  views,  all  your  proceedings,  all  your  cares, 
the  whole  foundation  of  your  lite.  In  anfwer  to  this,  you 
are  there  toM,  that  your  heart  ought  to  be  where  your  trea- 
liire  is  ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  defire  and  the  hope  of  eternat 
nches ;  and  that  the  Chriflian  is  not  of  this  world.  De-> 
cide  thereupon  the  difficulty  yourfelvea. 


You 
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Yott  deitend  jf  costtniial  gaming^  tiiiurenentit  tkcaitlMJi 
«id  fo  many  oibtr  pleafureii  fo  jnaoettit  in  tte  eytfi  of 
tiie  worid,  ougtutobebaniflied  from  the  Chriftfad  life.  YcnI 
are  there  toU,  that  blefled  are  they  who  weep;  an^  dial 
evil  to  thofe  who  laugh»  and  who  fecet^e  their  cofifolMkM 
in  this  world.  FoUow  th(fc  fpkk  6t  Mm  rule,  and  ib»44 
trhat  it  leads. 

» 

You  enquire  if,  having  to  tive  in  the  worUli  3rmi  Mglk 
to  live  like  the  world ;  if  we  would  wifli  ti&  0<>AdMftt  «k' 
noft  all  men  who  live  like  ydu ;  and  if,  in  Md#r  to  ttf^ 
God,  it  be  neceflary  to  afieft  fingularftiei  wfai^h  €xeM  iM 
ridicule  ot  other,  men,  Yoo  are  there  lold,  that  we  ate  Ml 
to  conform  to  thif  corrupted  age ;  that  it  ii  itnpeffibU  t# 
pleafe  men  and  to  be  the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  thai 
the  multitude  is  always  the  party  of  the  feprobate.  Yot 
have  now  to  fay  whether  the  anfwer  be.  etpHctt* 

You  doubt,  if^  having  pardoned  your  enemy,  you  be 
tifo  obliged  to  fee  him,  to  ferve  hiM,  to  affift  hilli  with 
your  weakh  and  credit )  and  if  it  be  not  move  equitable 
to  referve  yoor  favours  and  preferences  fof  your  frienisi 
You  are  there  told :  do  good  to  thofe  who  have  wilbel 
evil  to  yoo  I  fpeak  well  of  thtfe  who  calumniate  yam  | 
love  thofe  who  ha^e  you.  Enter  im6  the  fpirit  of  this^^ 
cept,  and  fay  if  it  doih  not  (bed  a  light  over  your  donbii 
which  inftantly  clears  it  up  and  diflipatea  it* 

Laftly,  propofe  as  many  doubts  as  yon  pteafe  tipon  du^ 
ties,  and  it  will  be  eafy  for  you  to  decide  them  by  the  fpirit 
ol  the  law,  if  the  leuer  fay  nothing  for  them ;  for  the  leitef 
kills  me,  iays  the  apofile  :  that  is  to  fay,  to  ftop  there,  to 
look  upon  as  duty  only  what  is  literally  marked,  to  ftop  at 
the  rude  limiu,  and  to  enter  no  farther  into  the  principle  sind 

into 
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|bI»  tU<(|»rit  which  yi\rifi€a,  it  £o  be  -a  Jew.  and  lb  be  ikiU 
liDg  to  be  relt-dftceived.  Np  longer  teil  uf  then,  my  bre% 
tbfein^  when  we  condemn  fo  mai^y  abures  which  you; 
9rithOut  fcrople,  allow  youHelves:  **  Bot.the  goFpel  fays 
f*  nothing  of  them."  Ah  I  the  gofpel  fays  every  thing  to 
thofe.  who  >rilh  to  underibUid  il :  the  gofpel  Jeaves  nothing 
undecided  to  whoever  loves  tbe  law  of  God  :  the  gofpel  is 
eompetent  to  all,  to  whoever  Tearches  it,  only  for  the  in- 
ftruAion  :  arid  it  g6es  fo  tduch  the !  farther,  and  fays  fo 
sDMch  the  more,  as  ihat,  without  flopping  to  regolate  a  par* 
licnlar  •  detail,  it  tfgulat^s:  the  paffions  themfeives;  that, 
without  detailing  all  the  aflionf*  it  goes  to  reprefs  .'thofe  in- 
clioations  which  are  the  fources  of  them  ;  and  that,  with«- 
out  coBfinidg.  itfelf :  to.  certain  external  circumftances  ot 
the  mimn^n,  it  prQpbfcs.to  ns,  as  rules  of  duty,  only  felF^ 
deqial,. -hatred  of -the  worldf  love  .of  fufferance,  contempt 
for  whatever  takes. place,  and  the  whole  extent  of  its  cru- 
cifying maxims :  firft  reflefiion. 

»  •  •  •         ■  ■   • 

.  I  fay,  in  thefecond  -place,,  that  it  is  not  the  obfcurity 
elf' the  law,  but  our  pafSqns,  dill  dear.  Which  give  rife  to 
all  our.  doubts  uppn  the  dutieK;  that. the  worldly  fouls  are 
thofe  who  fiod  moft  difficulty  and  moftr  obfciirity  in  the 
rules  of  the  manners  ;-  that  nothing  appears  clear  to  thofe 
who.  would  wiOi  thai  nothings  were  fo ;  that' every  thing 
aqppears  doubtful. to  thofe  who  have  an  intereft  in  its  bring 
io  :  I  fay,  wi(h.St.  Augufiin,  that  it  is  a  willing  fpirit  alone 
which  gives  underfianding  ot  the  precepts ;  that,  unlefs 
the  rules  and  duties  are  loved,  they  can  never  be  thorough- 
ly known  ;  that  we  enter  into  the  truth  only  through  chari- 
ty ;  and  that  the  finccre  deiireof  ialvationis  the  grand  foU 
ver  of  all  dtfiiculties  :  I  fay  that  faithful  and  fervent  fouls 
have  almoft  never  any  thing  to  oppofe  to  the  law  of  God  ; 
and  that  their  doubts  are  rather  pious  alarms  upon  holy 

aflions. 
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»Elioiis»  than  pretexu  and  difficulties  to  autborire  proftnp 

ones* 

■    ■  .  > 

Men  have  learned  to  doubt  upon  the  rules  of  the  man- 
ners, only  fince  they  have  wiihed  to  cbnneA  thedi  with 
their  iniquitous.paffions.    Alas!  all  was almoft  decided  fol* 
the  firft  believers :  in  thefe  happy.  ages»  we  fee  not  that  the 
firft  pa(lors  of  the  church  had  many  dificuUiesto  refolv6 
upon  the  ^euil.of  the  duties  ithofe  immenfe  volumes, 
which  decide  their  doubts  b/eodleff  refolutioos»  have 
appeared  only  with  the  corruption  of  manners  :  in  pro^ 
portion  3s  believers  have   had  more  paffions  to  fatisfy; 
they  have. had   more  doubts  to  propofe;   it  hath   been 
neceffary   to  multiply    volumes   upon   volumes,    in  or- 
der to   refolve  difEculties  which  cupidity  alone  formed  i 
difficulties .  already  all  refolved  in   the  gof^l,  and  upon 
which  the  firft  ages  of  faith  would  have  been  fcandalifed, 
that  they  had  dared  to  form  even  a  doubt.     Our  ages  ftill 
more  diflblute  than  moft  which  preceded  us,  have  fiill  be- 
held  thefe  enormous  colle3ions  of  cafes  and  refolutions 
increafingand  multiplying  to  infinity-:  -all  the  moft  incon- 
ieftible  rules  of  the -morality  of  Jefus  Chrift  are  there  be- 
come almoft  problems  ;  there  is  no  duty  upon  which  cor- 
ruption hatb  not  had  difficulties  to  propofe,  and  to  which 
a  falfejearning  hath. not  found  mollifications:  every  thing 
;has  there  been  agitated,  contefted,  and  pat  in  doubt :  the 
mind  of  man  hath  there  been  feen  quibbling  with  the  fpirit 
of  God,  and  fubfiituting  human  dofirines  in  place  of  that 
dofirine  which  Jefus  Chrift  hatb  brought  to  us  from  hea- 
ven ;  and  although  we  pretend  not  univerfally  to  blame  all 
thofe  pipus  and  able  men,  who  have  left  to  us  thefe  labori- 
ous mafles  of  dicifioos,  it  had  been  to  be  wiflied  that  the  ' 
church  bad  never  called  in fucb aids;  and  we  cannot  help 
looking  upon  them  as  remedies  which  are  themfelves  be- 
come 
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come  difetfea*  ind  as  the  fad  Fniiu  of  the  neceffity  of 
the  times,  oi  the  depravity  of  manners,  and  of  the  decajr 
of  truth  among  men. 

Doubts  upon  t£tc  duties  arife*  therefore  from  the  corttt^ 
doti  of  our  hearts,  much  more  than  from  the  obfcuritiel 
^f  |he  rules.  The.  light  of  the  law,  (ays  St«  Auguftio» 
fefifilBbles  that  of  the  f^n  ;  but  vainly  doth  it  fhine,  glitter^ 
enlighten  ;  the  blind  are  unailefied  by  it :  now,  every  (in- 
ner is  that  blind  perfon ;  the  light  is  near  to  him,  furrounda 
him,  penetrates  him»  enters  from  ever)'  quarter  into  kit 
foul ;  but  he  is  always  himfelf  far  from  the  light.  Purify 
your  heart,  continues  that  holy  father  ;  remove  from  it  the 
fatal,  bandage  of  the  pa(&ons;  then  (hall  you  clearly  fee  aU 
your  dutiesi  and  all  youi^doubu  (hall  vani(h.  Thus  we 
continuatly  fee  that,  when  touched  with  grace,  a  foul  be* 
gins  to  adopt  folid  meafures  for  eternity,  his  eyes  are  open- 
ed upon  a  thoufand  truths  which,  till  then,  he  had  coficeal** 
ed  from  himfelf:  in  proportion  as  his  paflions  diminifh, 
bis  lights  increafe ;  he  is  aftoni(hed  by  what  means  he  could 
(b  long  have  (hut  his  cyts  upon  truths  which  now  appear 
to  him  fo  evident  and  fo  inconteftible  ;  and,  far  from  a  fa** 
cred  guide  having  then  occa{]on  to  conteft,  and  to  maintain 
againft  him  the  intere(b  of  the  law  of  God,  his  prudence 
is  required  to  conceal,  as  I  may  (ay,  from  that  contrite 
fou)i;  the  whole  extent  and  ail  the  terrors  of  the  holy  truths ; 
to  quiet  him  on  the  horror  of  paft  irregularities,  and  to 
moderate  the  fears  into  which  he  is  thrown  by  the  novelty 
and  the  furprife  of  his  lights.  It  is  not  then  the  rules  which 
are  cleared  up,  it  is  the  foul  which  frees  itfelf  from,  and 
quits  its  blindnefs;  it  is  not  the  law  of  God  which  be* 
comes  more  evident,  it  is  the  eyes  of  the  heart  which  are 
opened  to  its  luftre ;  in  a  word,  it  is  not  the  gofpel,  but 
the  (inner  who  is  changed. 

And 
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And  a  frtfli  prooi  of  whai  I  advance  it,  that,  npmi  tliole 
|K>ints  of  the  law  where  no  particular  paffion  6r  intcMft 
blinds  US9  we  are  equitable  and  clear-fighted.  A  niOiry 
irho  hides  from  himfelf  the  rules  of  futb,  upon  the  infiu 
tiable  love  of  riches,  clearly  fees  the  maxims  which  con-^ 
demn  ambition  or  luxury.  A  voluptuary,  who  tries  C^ 
juftify  to  himfelf  the  weaknefi  of  his  inclinations,  gives 
no  quarter  to  the  mean  defires,  and  to  the  fordid  attach- 
ments  of  avarice.  A  man,  mad  for  exaltation  and  fortune, 
and  who  confiders  the  eternal  exertions  which  he  is  under 
the  neceffity  of  making,  in  order  to  fuceeed,  as  weighty 
and  ferious  cares,  and  alone  worthy  his  birth  and  his  name» 
lees  all  the  unworthinefs  of  a  life  of  amufement  and  plea* 
fure,  and  clearly  comprehends  that  a  man,  born  with  a 
name,  degrades  and  difhonours  ftimfelf  by  lazinefs  and  in« 
dolence.  A  woman,  feized  with  the  rage  oi  gaming,  yet 
otherwife  regular,  is  inveterafie  againft  the  (lighteft  faults 
which  attack  the  condufi,  and  continually  juflifies  the  in- 
nocence of  exceffive  gaming,  by  contraAing  it  with  ine* 
gularities  of  another  defcription,  from  which  fte  finda 
herfelf  free.  Another,  on  the  contrary,  intoxicated  with 
her  perfon  and  with  her  beauty,  totally  engrofled  by  her 
deplorable  p^flions,  confiders  that  obftinate  perfeverance 
in  an  eternal  gaming  as  a  kind  of  difeafe  and  derangement 
of  the  mind,  and,  in  the  Ihame  of  her  own  engagements, 
fees  nothing  but  an  innocent  weaknefs  and  involuntary 
inclinations,  the  defliny  of  which  we  find  in  our  hearts. 

Review  all  the  palfions,  and  you  will  fee  that,  in  pro- 
portion as  we  are  exempted  from  iome  one,  we  fee,  we 
condemn  it  in  others ;  we  know  the  rules  which  forbid  it ; 
we  go  even  to  the  rigour  againft  others,  upon  the  obfer- 
Vance  of  duties  which  intereft  not  our  own  weakneflfes, 
and  we  ^arry  our  feveriiy  beyond  even  the  rule  itfelf. 

Th« 
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Tbt.  Pharireei;  ib  inftrufied  in,  and  fo  fev^re  upon  the 
guilt  of  the  adnkre&t  akid  upon  the  .punifliments  attached 
by  the  law  to  the  infamy  of  that  infidelity,  faw  not  their 
own  pride,  their  hyppcrify,  their  implacable  hatred^  and 
their  fecret  envy  againfl  Jefus  Chrift*  Obfcurities  are 
only  in  our  own  heart;  and  we  never  begin  to  doubt  up- 
on our  duties,  but  when  we  begin  to  love  thofe  maxims 
which  oppofe  them.     Second  reflefkion. 

In  effe6l,  I  tell  you,  in  the  third  place,  you  believe 
that  the  gofpel  is  not  fo  exprefs  as  we  pretend,  upon  the 
greater  part  of  the  rules  which  we  wi(h  to  prefcribe  to 
you  ;  that  we  carry  its  feverity  to  excefs,  and  that  we 
make  it  to  fay  whatever  we  pleafe.  Hear  it  then  itfelf, 
my  brethren ;  we  confent  that,  of  all  the  duties  prefcrib- 
ed  to  you  by  it,  you  fhall  think  yourfelvet  obliged  to  ob- 
ferve  only  thofe  which  are  marked  there  in  terms  fo  pre- 
j^e  and  clear  that  it  is  impoflible  to  miAake  or  mifcon«* 

';^rue  them:  more  is  not  required  of  you,  and  we  free 
|t)U  from  all  the  reft.  Hear  it  then :  **  And  whofoever 
**  doth  not  bear  his  crofs,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  be 

-  .**  my  difciple.  Whofoever  he  be  of  you,  that  torfaketh 
*'  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.  The 
*'  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffereth  violence,  and  the  violent 
**  take  it  by  force.  Except  ye  repent,  ye  fhall  all  like- 
**  wife  perifh.  Ye  cannot  ferve  God  and  mammon.  Wo 
**  unto  you  that  are  full :  for  ye  fhall  hunger.  Wo  unto 
*'  you  that  laugh  now  ;  for  ye  fhall  mourn  and  weep. 
"  Bleffed  are  they  that  weep  now ;  for  ye  fhall  laugh. 
**  He  that  loveth  his  father,  his  wife,  his  children,  yea, 
**  and  his  life  alfo,  better  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me. 
*'  I  fay  unto  you  that  ye  fhall  weep  and  lament,  but  the 
**  world  fhall  rejoice  ;  and  ye  fhall  be  forrowful,  but  your 
'*  forrow  ihall  be  turned  into  joy." 
t,   .  Do 
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Do  I  fpeak  here  my  brethren  ?  Do  I  come  to  deceive 
you  by  an  excefs  of  reverity,  to  add  to  the  gofpel,  and  i6 
bring  you  only  my  own  thoughts  7  Weak  creature  that  I 
am,  I  have  occafion  myfelf  for  indulgence;  and  if  I  took 
in  the  weaknefs  of  my  own  heart,  the  dodrine  which  I  an- 
'  nounce  to  you,  alas  t  I  would  fpeak  ,to  you  only  the  lan- 
guage of  nian  :  I  would  tell  you  that  God  is  too  good  to 
punifli  inclinations  which  are  born,  it  would  appear  with 
us ;  that,  to  love  God,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  hate  one't 
ftH  :  that,  when  rich,  we  ought  to  enjoy  our  wealth,  anl 
allow  ourfelves  every  gratification^  Behold  the  language 
which  I  would  hold;  for  man,  delivered  up  to  himfetf^ 
can  fpeak  only  this  language  of  iBefh  and  blood.  But  would 
you  believe  me,  as  I  hav)»  already  demanded ;  would  you 
refpefi  my  miniftry  ;  would  you  look  upon  me  as  an  angel 
from  heaven,  who  Ihould  Come  to  announce  to  vou  thil 
new  gofpel  ^ 

That  of  Jefus  Chrift  fpeaks  an<9ther  language  to  you ;  1 
have  related  to  you  only  his  own  divine  words  ;  thefe  art* 
the  duties  which  %e  prefcribes  to  you  in  clear  and  exprefa 
terms.     We  confent  that  you  confine  your  whole  piety  t4' 
thefe  limits,  and  that  you  leave  all  thereR  as  doubtful,  ori 
at  lead,  commanded  in  terms  lefs  clear,  and  more  fufcep<* 
tible  of  favourable  interpretations.     Reckon  not  among 
your  duties,  but  thefe  holy  and  inconteftible  rules ;  we 
exaft  nothing  more ;  limit  yourfelves  to  performing  what 
they  prefer i be  to  you  ;  and  you  will  fee  that  you  (hall  do 
more  than  we  even  demand  of  you ;    and  that   the  mod 
common  and  moft  familiar  maxims  of  the  gofpel  go  infi- 
nitely farther  than  all  our  difcourfes.     Third  reflexion. 

I  alfo  fay  to  you,  in  the  fourth  place,  that,  if  almoft  all 

be  contdled  th  tbe  world,  tipon  the  moflL  inconteftible  «u« 

•VbL.  II.  Hh  tie. 


ties  ot  Chriftian  piety,  it  is  becsfufe  the  gorffel  isii  b(^k 
junknown  to  the  greateft   part  of  believers;    it  it  that, 
through  a  deplorable'  arbufe,  a  whole  life  is  pafled  in  ac- 
quiring vain  learning,  equally  ufelefs  to  man,  to  his  hap- 
pinefs,  and  to  his  eternity ;    and  the  book  of  the  law  is 
jnever  read,  in  which  is  contained  the  knowledge  of  falva- 
lion,  the  truth  which  isio  deliver  us,   the  light  which  is 
to  condu£l  us,  the  titles  of  our  hopes,  the  teftimony  o( 
our  immortality,  the  confolations  of  our  exilement^  and 
.the  aids  ot  our  pilgrimage :  it  is  that,  on  entering  into  the 
world,  care  is  taken  to  prefent  to  us  thofe  books,  in  which 
are  explained  the  rules  of  that  profeffion  to  which  we  are 
allotted ;  and  that  the  book  of  the  law,  in  which  the  rules 
of  the  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  are  contained,  that  pro* 
feffion  which  (haU  furvive  aU  others,  alone  neceflary,  and 
the  only  one  which  (hall  accompany  us  into  eternity ;  that 
book,  I    fay,  is  left  in  negle6t,   and  enters  not  into  the 
plan  of  ftudies  which  ought  to  occupy  our  earlier  years  ; 
laflly,  it  is  that  fabulous  and  lafcivious  hifiories  childifhiy 
amufe  our  leifure ;  and  that  the  hiftory  of  God's  wonders 
and  mercies   upon  men,  filled  with  events  fo  grand,  To 
weighty,  fo  interefting,  which  ought  to  be  the  fole  occu- 
pation, and  the  whole  confolation  of  our  life,    does  not 
appear  to  us  worthy  even  of  our  curiofity. 

I  am  not  furprifed,  after  this,  if  we  have  continual  oc- 
cafion  to  maintain  the  gofpel  againft  the  abufes  and  the  pre- 
judices of  the  world;  if  we  are  liftened  to  with  the  fame 
furprife,  when  we  announce  the  commoneft  truths  of  the 
Chriftian  morality,  as  though  we  announced  the  belief  and 
the  myfteries  of  th^fe  favage  and  far  difiant  nations,  whofe 
countries  and  manners  are  hardly  known ;  and  if  the  doc- 
trine of  Jefus  Chrift  find  the  fame  oppofition  at  prefent  in 
]Bin4i.>  that  it  experienced  at  the  birth  of  fa^ith,  it  is,  that 
t»  there 
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{here  are  Chriftians  to  whom  the  book  of  the  gofjpel  is  al- 
moft  equally  unknown. as  it  then  was  to  the  heathens ;  who 
Icarcely  know  whether  Jefus  Chrift  bt  come  to  bring  laWi 
io  men,  and  who  cannot,  for  a  fmgle  moment,  fupport» 
Without  wearinefs,  the  reading  of  thiMi  tlivihe  book,'  tht 
ruleis  ok  which  are  fo  fubltme,  the  promifes  fo  confolingv 
and  of  which  the  pagans  themfelves;  who  embraced  faiiih, 
Co  muph  admired  the  beauty  and  the  divine  pbilofophy; 
Thus,  my  brethren,  read  the  holy  books,  and  read  theni 
with  that  fpirit  oi  faith,  of  fubmillion,  of  truft,  which  the 
church  exa3s,«  and  you  will  foon  be  as  well  acquainted 
with  your  duties,  and  with  the  rules  of  the  manners,  as  the 
doSots  thenirelves  who  teach  ydu*  • 

:   And  indeed,  my  brethren,  whence  comes  it,  I  >beg  ot 
you,  that  the  firft  believers  carried  fo  far  the  purity  ok- 
manners,  and  the  holinefs  of   Chriftianity  ?  Were  och^r 
maxims  announced  to  them  than  thoie  which  we  annbutica 
to  you  ?  Was  another  gofjpel  preached  to  them,  more  clear 
and  more  explicit  than  that  which  we  preach  to  you  i 
Keverthelefs,  they  were  idohtrous. and 'diffolute  natioas*^ 
who  had  brought,/ to  the  truths  oi  faiihv  Ul  the  prejudices 
of  the  fuperftiibna,'  and  of  the  moft  infamous  voluptuouf*^ 
nefles  authorifedi^vta  by  their  woffliip.    Did  the  gofpel 
contain  the  fmallel  ohfcurities  facvouraUe  to  >  the  pal&ons« 
it  furely  ought  to  have  been  thofe  firft  difciples  of  iaith 
who  fliould  have  made  the  miftake.    Neverthelefi,  whence 
comes  it  that  they  never:  propofed  to  the  apoftles  and  to 
their  fucceflbrs,  the  fame  diQculties  which-  you  continual^ « 
ly  oppofe  to  us,  in  fupport  of  the  abufes  of  the  World, 
and  of  the  interefts  of  the  paflions  ?  Whence  comes  it, 
that,  with  more  inclinations  and  more  prejudices  than  we 
for  pleafures,  thofe  blelled  believers  at  once  comprehend 
how  far,  in  order  to  obey  the  gofpel,  it  was  neceflary  tq 
deny  them  to  themfelves  ?     *  '  Ah  1 


Ah !  il  wat  that,  night  ind  day«  they  barft^d  book  of 
ihe  law  in  their  bands  :  it  wall  that  patieade,  and  the  tDn*« 
ibiation  of  the  fcripturts,  were  the  fweelteft  occupation  of 
their  faith ;  it  was  that  the  letters  of  tiie  bdly  apofiles,  and 
tbe  relation  of  tUe  Kftfiaildof  the  maxims  bf  Jefos  Ghrift,' 
wer^  the  ble  bdiid,/and  the  daily  converfatiotit  of  ^h 
infant . churches ;  in  a  word»  it. is  that,  to  whoever  reiid» 
the  gofpeU  whatever  fegards  the  dbtits  is  quicUj  decided. 
Fottrth  refl^ion. 

Laftlyy  I  fay»  even  admitting,  that  fome  obfcurities 
Chould  be  found  there,  doth  not  the  bw  of  God  find  all  iti 
evidence  in  infirufiion  and  in  the  minifiry  ?  The  Chrif* 
tian  pulpits  announce  to  you  the  purity  of  the  holy  max- 
ims; the  paflors  publicly  preach  tbedi ;  neri,  full  of  zeal 
and  of  knowledge,  cdnvey  >tbein  down  td  poAerity,  in 
wotrks  worthy  of  the  better  times  of  the  church ;  never, 
had  the  piety  of  believers  more  aids;  no  age  ever  was 
snore  enlightened,  or.  better  knew  the  fpirit  of  faith  and 
Ihe  whole  extent  of  duties.  We  no  longieir  live  in  thofe 
ages  of  ignorance  in. which  the  rules  'fubfifled  only  in  the 
abufes  which  had  adulterated  them ;  in  which  the  miniftry 
was  often  an  occafioa  of  error -and  of  fcandfl  for  believers; 
and  in  which  the  prielf  was  confidend'as  more  enlighten- 
ed, whenever^  he  was  more  fuperftitioua  than  his  people. 

It  would  feem,  O  jny  God  !  that,  iA:order  to  render  ut 
more  inexcufable,  in  proportion  as  the  wickednefs  of 
men'increafes  on  the  one  Gde,.the  knbwlddge  of  the  truth, 
which  is  to  conderbn  them,  Augments  on  the  other ;  in 
proportion  as  the  manners  become  corrupted,  the  rules  be- 
come more  evident;  in  proportion  as  faith  becomes  languid, 
it  is  cleared  up  and  puri6ed  ;  like  thofe  fires  which,  in  ex- 
piringi  give  a  momentary  Qklh,  and  never  difplay  th^r  luf- 


EVIDENCt  OM  TBI  £AW:Or  GOD.  ^79 

(fe^.voch  fkcb  bolllaiqp  at  w)Kit:oii  the  eve  gf  being  ex-' 

Ndt  that  there  are  ;iiot  fiill  artiong  im  many  biiWd  gaidet 
ind  profdiAs  wBo  announce  tbeir  own  dreams.     But  the 
(inare  is  to  be  dreaded  only  by  thofe  vrino  are  wilh'ng  to  be 
deceived  :  wbsn  fiooerely  inclined  to  feek  the  Lord*  *we 
fopn*  firid  ibe  hand  which  knows  ta  lead  us  to  him :  it  i^  not 
then,  properly  fpeaking,  thefaire  guides  who  leiid  us  affray, 
it  is  ourfeives  who  feek  them,  becaure  we  with  to  eir  with 
diem  ;  they  are  not  the  firft  autbort  of  our  ruin,  they  are 
only  the  encoumgers  of  it ;  they  do  not  lead  us  into  the 
path  of  perdition,  they  only  leave  us  there ;  and  we  are 
atready  determined  to  perifli  before  we  apply  for  their  fuf- 
frage;    In  eflfefl,  we  fenfibly  feel-  ourfeives  the  danger  and 
the  imprudence  of  the  choice  we  make;  even  the  more  we 
find  the  oracle  complying,  the  more  we  miftruft  his  lights ; . 
the  more  he  refpefis  our  paflions,  the  tefs  we  refpeft  iiit 
miniftry ;  he  is  frequemly  made  the  (ubjeCl  even  6P  ^or 
detirk)ns ;   we  itirn  imo  ridicule  that  very  ^ndnlgeiice 
which  we  have  fought  ;■  we  viunt  the  having'  found  a  pno- 
te£lor  fo  convenient  for  the  human  weaknefles;^  and; 
through  a  Mindnefs  which  cannot  be  mentioned  without 
Sears,  tiie^foul  and  eti^rlial  falvatidn  are  confided  to  a  man 
who  is  believed  «n worthy,  not  only  of  refpeCl,  biitev«ri 
•f   attehtioti  Vrtd  decenc}' ;  Kke  thofe  Ifraelites  who,  a 
snoment  after  havifig  bowed  the  ktiee  to  the  golden  ^alf^ 
and  expeded  from  it  their  falvation  and  their  deliverance, 
broke  it  m  pieces  with  difgrace^  and  rediicM  it  to  aflies. 

But,  after  all,  when  the  ignorance  or  the  weakening  of 
miniflers  (bould'even  bean  occafion  of  error,  the  examples 
of  the  holy  undeceive. you.  You  fee  what,  from  the  be- 
ginning,  biatb  been  the  path  of  thofe  who  have  gained 

the 
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the  protnireSy  and  whofe  menioiy  and  hdy  toils  we  ftill 
honour  upon  the  earth:  you  fee  that  none  of.theaihath 
accompliflied  his  falvation  by  that  way  which  the  world 
vaODts  as  being  fo  fafe  and  fo  innocent :  you  feie  chat  all  the 
holy  have  repented,  crucified  their  flelh,  defpifed  the  world 
witball  its  pleafures  and  maxims  :  you  fee  thai  tbofe  ages» 
fo  oppofite  Co  each  other  for  their  manners  and  cuftoms, 
have  never  made  any  change  in  the  manners  of  thejuft; 
that  the  holy  of  the  firft  times  were  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
the  tail ;  that  the  countries,  even  the  moll  diffimilar  for 
their  difpofition  and  behaviour,  have  produced  holy,  all 
refembling  each  other ;  that  thofe  of  the  moft  diftant  cli- 
Hiates»  and  the  moft  difierent  from  our  own,  refemble  thofe 
of  our  nation  ;  that,  in  every  tongue  and  in  every  tribe, 
they  have  all  been  the.  fame;  laftly,  that  their  Gtuations 
have  been  different ;  that  fome  have  wrought  out  their  fal- 
vation in  obfcurity,  others  in  elevation;  fome  in  poverty, 
others  in  abundance ;  fome  in  the  diflipation  of  dignities 
and  qI  public  cares,  others  in  (ilence  and  the  calm  of  foli- 
tude  :  in  a  word,  fome  in  the  cottage,  others  on  the 
throne  ;  but  that  the  crofs,  violence,  and  i  felt-denial  hath 
been  the  common  path  of  all. 

What  then  art  thou,  to  pretend  to  reach  heaven  by  other 
ways;  and  thou  flatteieft  thyfelf  that,  in  that  crowd  of  iU 
luftrious  fervants  of  the  living  God,  thou  alone  (halt  be  privi. 
ledged  ?  My  God !  with  what  luftre  haft  thou  not  fu/rounded 
the  truth  in  order  to  render  man  inexcufable !  His  confcience 
(hews  it  to  him  ;  thy  holy  law  guards  it  for  him ;  the  voice 
of  the  church  makes  it  torefound  in  his  ears  ;  the  example  of 
thy  holy  inceflfantly  places  it  before  his  eyes  ;  every  thing 
rifes  up  againft  guilt  ;  all  take  the  interefts  ot  thy  holy  law 
againft  his  falfe  peace ;  from  every  quarter  proceed  rays  of 
light  which  go  to  bear  the  truth  even  to  thc^  t^ottom  of  his 
/i  foul; 


-'M 
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foul ;  no  place,  do  (ituation,  can  protc£l  him  from  thofe 
divine  fparks  emitted  from  thy  bofom,  which  every  where 
purfue  him»  and  which,  in  enlightening,  rack  him :  the 
truth,  which  ought  to. deliver  him,  renders  him  unhappy; 
and  unwilling  to  love  its  light,  he  is  forced,  before  hand» 
to  feel  its  juft  feverity. 

What  then,  my  dear  hearer,   prevents  The  truth  from 
triumphing  in  your  heart  ?  Wherefore  do  you  change,  into 
an    inexhauftibie  fource  of  cruel  remorfes,  lights  which 
ought  to  be,  within  you,  the  whole  confolation  of  your 
forrows  ?  Since,  by  a  confequnce  of  the  riches  ot  God's 
mercy  upon  your  foul,  you  cannot  fucceed,  like  fo  many 
impious  and  hardened  hearts,  to  flifle  that  internal  monitoi: 
which  inceflantly  recalls  you  to  order  and  duly,  why  wUl 
you  obftinately  withftand  thehappinefs  of  your  lot?  Why 
fo  many  efforts  to  defend  you   from   yourfelf?    Soma^ 
ny  fiarts  and  flights  to  ihun  yourfelf?  At  lafir  reconcile 
your  hearts,  with  your  lights,  your  confcience  with  your 
manners,  yourfelt  with  the  law  of  God;  behold  the  only 
fecfet  6f  attaining  to  that  peace  of  heart  which  you  feck. 
Turn  yourfdf  on  every  fide,  you  muft  always  dome  to  that* 
Obfervarice  of  the  law  is  the  true  happinefs  of  man;:  it  is 
deceiving  himfelt  to  look  upon  it  as  a  yoke:  it  alone  places 
the  heart  at  liberty.    Whatever  favoursourpaflions,  (happ- 
ens our  ills,  increafes  oar  troubles,  multiplies  our  bohds» 
and  aggravates  our  flavery ;  the  law  of  God  alone,  in  re* 
prefling  them,  places  us  in  order,  quiets,  <:ures,>  and  dc« 
livers  us.     Such  is  the  dediny  of  finiul  man,  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  happinefs  here  below,  hut  by  overcoming  his  paf. 
fions ;  ,to  attain  by  violence  alone  to  the  true  ^eafures.  of 
the  heart,  and  afterwairds  to  tl^t  eternal  peace  prepared  (or 
thofe  wb^ihall  have  loved  the  law  pt  the  LoWl. 

i       '  SERMON 


SERMON  IX. 

IMMUTABILITY  OF  THE  LAfVOF  GOD. 

•  •     ■ 

JuKN  vM..46> 
And  if  I  fay  the  truth,  why  do  ye  not  btlievt  me  t 

XT  n  not  enough  to  have  defeoded  th«  evidence  of  the 
bw  of  God  againft  the  afieSed  ignorance  of  the  (hiners 
who  violate  it ;  it  ii  neccflar^'  lifcewife  to  eAablifli  its  im- 
mutability againft  all  the  pretexts  which  reeih  to  authorift 
the  world  to  difpenfe  itfelf  from  its  holy  rules. 

Jefu)  Chrift  is  not  fatisfied  with  announcing  to  the  Pha- 

rifees  that  the  truth  which  they  know  fball  one  day  judge 

them ;  that  in  vain  they  concealed  it  from  themfelves ;  and 

that  the  guilt  of  the  truth,  known  and  contemned,  would 

be  for  ever  upon  their  head.     It  is  through  the  evidence 

of  the  law   that  he  at  firft  recalls  them  to  their  own  con- 

feience ;  he  alterwards  accufes  them  of  having  (truck  even 

at  its  immutability;  of.  fubftiiuting  human  cuftoms  and 

tnditions  in  place  of  the  perpetuity  oi  its  ruies-i  ok  accom- 

aodatiog  them  to  times,  to  circumliances,  andtointctrfts) 

i^  declarfc  to  them  thai,  even  to  the  end  of  ages,  a  fm- 

'        gle  jot  DmII  Bot  be  changed  in  hit  law;  that  heaven  and 

k      the  earth  JhalL  pafs  away,  but  iliat  hit  law  and  bis  holy 

^^^Mi^aU  for  ever  be  the  lame. 


II^MUTABILIW  or  TM  LkW  OF  GOO.  tSg 

And  bebcddy  my  bipetfapen,  the  abufet  which  fiiU  reigm 
among  us  againft  the  law  of  God.  We  have  (hewn  to  yott 
that,  in  fpite  of  the  doubts  and  the  obfcurities  which  pur 
lulls  have  fpread  over  our  duties^  the  jight  of  the'  law*  al- 
ways fuperior  to  our  paffionst  diflipate.  in  fpite  of  pur« 
felves,  thefe  obfcurities*  and  that  we  were  never  hearty  in 
the  tranfgreffions  which  we  tried  to  juilify  to  oiyrfelves. 
But  it  is  little  to  be  willing,  lijce  the  Pharifees»  to  darken 
the  evidence  of  the  law ;  like  them,  we  like  wife  fir  ike 
at  its  immutability ;  and«  as  if  the  law  of  God  could 
change  with  the  manners  of  the  age,  the  differences  of  con* 
ditions,  the  neceflity  of  fituations,  we  believe  that  we 
can  accommodate  it  to  thefe  three  different  circiim(lances» 
and  in  them  find  pretexts,  either  to  mollify  its  feverity,  or 
altogether  to  violate  its  precepts. 

■ 

i/f/y,  In  effeSy  the  heart  of  man  is  changeaJble ;  everjr 
pge  fees  new  cufioms  fpring  up  agiong  us ;  times  and  the 
cufloms  always  determine  our  manners :  now,  the  Uw  of 
God  is  immutable  in  its  duration,  always  the  fame  in  all .. 
times  and  in  all  places ;  and,  by  this  £rft  charaSer  of  im- 
mutability^  it  alone  ought  to  be  the  conftant  and  perpetual, 
rule  of  our  manners :  firftrefle£lion.  * 

^dly^  The  heart  of  man  is  vain;  whatever  levels  us  with 
the  reft  ot  men.  wounds  our  pride;  we  love  diftinfliont 
and  preferences  ;  we  believe  that,  in  the  elevation  of  rank 
and  of  birth,  we  find  privileges  againft  (be  law :  now,  the 
law  of  God  is  immutable  in  its  extent ;  it  levels  all  ftations 
and  all  jconditions  ;  it  is  the  fame  for  the  great  and  for  th^ 
people,  for  the  prince  and  for  thefubjefl^  aqd^  by  this  fe- 
(:ond  chai?£ler  of  imiputability,  it  ought  tp  recal  to  the 
fame  duties  the  variety  pf  ftatioas.aqd  i^pditi^x^  which 
.   Vol.  II.  I  i  fpreadi 
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fpreads  fo  much  inequality  over  the  detail  of  manners  and 
of  the  rules :  fecond  reflefiion. 

Lajlly^  The  heart  of  man  conneCls  every  thing  with  it- 
felf ;  he  perfuades  himfelf  that  his  interefts  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  the  law  and  to  the  interefts  of  God  himfelf ; 
the  flighteft  inconveniencies  are  reafons,  in  his  eyes,  againft 
the  rule  :  now,  the  law  of  God  is  immutable  in  all  fitua* 
tions  of  life  ;  and,  by  this  laft  charaQer  of  immutability^ 
there  is  neither  perplexity,  nor  inconveniency,  nor  appa* 
rent  neceflity,  which  can  difpenfe  us  from  its  precepts  :  laft 
refle£lion. 

^  And  behold  the  three  pretexts,  which  the  world  oppofes 
to  the  immutability  of  the  law  of  God,  overthrown :  the 
pretext  of  manners  and  cuftoms  ;  the  pretext  of  rank  and 
of  birth;  the  pretext  ot  (ituations  and  inconveniencies* 
The  law  of  God  is  immutable  in  its  duration ;  therefore, 
the  manners  and  the  cufloms  can  never  change  it :  the  law 
of  God  is  immutable  in  its  extent;  therefore,  the  difTer* 
ence  of  ranks  and  of  conditions  leaves  it  every  where  the 
iame  :  the  law  ot  God  is  immutable  in  all  fuuations ;  there- 
fore, inconveniencies,  perplexities,  never  juftify  the  fmal- 
leil  tranfgreflion  of  it* 

Part  I.  One  of  the  moR  urgent  and  moll  ufual  re- 
proaches which  the  firll  fupporters  of  religion  formerly 
made  to  the  heathens,  was  the  infiability  of  their  moral  fyf- 
tem,  and  the  continual  fluQuations  of  their  doElrine.  As 
the  iulnefs  of  truth  was  not  in  vain  philofophy,  and  as 
they  drew  not  their  lights,  faid  Turtullian,  from  that  fove- 
reign  reafon  which  enlightens  all  minds,  and  which  is  the 
immutable  teacher  of  the  truth  ;  but  from  the  corruption 
of  their  bcarti  and  the  vanity  of  thek  thoughts ;  they  quali- 
fied 
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fled!  good  and  evil  accordisgto  their  caprices,  and,  among 
tfaem,  vice  and  virtue  were  almoft  arbitrary  name;.  Ne* 
Terthelefs,  continues  this  father,  the  inofl  infeparable  cha- 
raSer  of  truth,  is  that  of  being  always  the  fame  :  good 
and  evil  take  their  immutability  from  that  of  God  himfelf, 
whom  they  glorify  or  infult ;  his  wifdom,  his  holinefs,  hit 
righteoufnefs,  are  the  only  eternal  rules  of  our  manners ; 
and  ic  belongs  not  to  men,  at  their  pleafure,  to  change 
what  men  have  not  eftabliflied,  and  what  it  more  ancient 
than  men  themfelves* 

Now  it  was  not  furpriHng  that  morality  had  nothing  de* 
terminate,  in  the  heathen  fchools,  delivered  up  to  the  pride, 
and  to  the  variations  of  the  human  mind ;  it  wais  vanity  and 
not  the  truth,  which  made  philofophers  ;  the  rules  chang- 
ed with  the  ages;  new*^^times  brought  new  Jaws:  in  a 
word,  the  tenets  did  not  change  the  manners ;  it  was  thq 
change  of  manners  which  drew  after  it  that  of  the  tenets* 

But,  what  is  aftoniOiing,  is,  that  Chriftians,  who  have 
received  from  heaven  the  eternal  and  immutable  law  which 
regulates  their  manners,  believe  it  to  be  equally  change* 
able  as  the  morality  of  philofophers ;  that  they  perfuadt 
themfeives  that  the  rigorous  duties,  which  the  gofpel  at  firft 
prefcribed  to  the  primitive  ages  ot  the  church,  are  mollified 
with  the  relaxation  ot  manners,  and  are  no  longer  mado 
for  the  weaknefs  and  the  corruption  of  our  ages. 

In  efie£l,  the  gofpel,  the  law  of  Jefus  Chrift,  is  immu- 
table in  its  duration  :  feeing  every  thing  change  around  it« 
it  alone  changes  not ;  the  duties  which  it  prefcribes  to  us, 
founded  upon  the  wants  bnd  upon  the  nature  of  man,  are, 
like  it,  of  all  times  and  ofall  places.  Every  thing  changet 
upon  the  earth,  becaufe  every  thing  partakes  of  the  muubili- 


Ijr  of  its  brigin ;  h&pires  ind  ftalM  have  thair  lift  and  tbd^ 
isll ;  arts  and  fciences  feU  or  fpring  up  wkh  the  age* ;  ci^f* 
toiju  lioiitinoilly  thange  with  the  tafte  of  the  people,  aii4 
trith  climates ;  from  on  high;  in  his  immoubility*  Oo4 
ieeilis  to  fport  with  human  affiiin,  by  leaving  them  in  ai| 
eternal  levoluiion :  the  ages  toeoroe  will  deftroy  what  we^ 
with  fo  much  anxiety,  rear  up ;  we  deflroy  what  our  fa^ 
Sbers  had  thought  worthy  of  an  eternal  duration  &  and,  ia 
6rder  to  teacL  us  in  what  eftimation  we  cmght  to  hold 
things  here  below,  God  pennitteth  that  they  have  nothing 
determinate,  or  folid,  but  that  very  inconfiflency  which 
inceSintly  agitates  them. 

^  Soty  amid  all  the  changes  of  ramnert  mid  ages*  the  law 
of  God  remains:  always;  iht  imakotable  t«le  of  agaiaad 
6f  rtannerSi  Heavien  and  the  earth  ihaK  pafs  iway ;  bu* 
the  holy  words  of  the  law  fliall  never  pafs  away  :  fu^b  at 
the  firft  beKevers  received  them  at  the  birth  of  faith,  fucb 
have  we  them  at  prefent,  fuch  (hall  our  defcendants  one 
Hay  receive  them ;  lafily,  fuch  fhall  the  blefled  in  heaven 
eternally  love  and  adore  them.  The  fervour  of  the  licen^ 
tioufnefs  of  ages  add  or  diminiOi  nothing  to  their  itiduU 
^ence,  or  from  their  feverity ;  the  2eal  or  the  complaifanct 
df  men,  renders  them  neither  more  auftere,  nor  more  ac4 
eommodating.  The  intolerant  rigour,  or  the  exceffive  re** 
kxation  of  opinions  and  tenets,  leaves  them  all  the  wife  fo« 
briety  of  their  rules ;  and  they  form  that  eternal  gofpel 
which  the  angel,  in  theRevelation,  announces  from  on 
high  in  heaven,  from  the  beginning,  to  eveiy  tongue  ind 
to  every  nation. 

Neverthelefs,  my  brethien,  when,  in  the  manners  of 
the  primitive  believers,  we  fometimes  reprefent  to  you 
«U  the  duties  of  the  gofpel  exafily  fulfilled,  their  freedom 

from 
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bam  the  wbrM»  their  abfedce  firom  thtattel  wnA  puM^ 
fdcafures,  their  sffiduity  in  the  templea«  ll^c  aodefij  an4 
the  decency  of  their  drefs,  their  charity  for  iheif  biethr^iii 
t^ir  indifference  for  all  periChable  tbipgi^  their  continual 
defire  of  goiog  to  be  reunited  to  Jefua  Cfarift ;  in  a  w<H'dg 
ibat  finplet  rettredi  and  mortified  Iife»  fuftained  by  fc r^ 
Tent  prayer,  and  by  the  confolation  of  the  holy  boc^t,  ani| 
focb,  in  efieSi,  as  the  gofpel  prefcribes  to  all  the  difciple* 
pf  faith  ;  when  we  bring  forward  to  you,  I  fay,  tbefe  aa^ 
cient  models,  in  order  to  make  you  feel,  by  the  differenco. 
betwint  the  primitive  manners  and  yourSt  how  difiant  yoa 
are  from  the  kingdom  of  God ;  far  from  being  alarmed  at 
finding  yourfelves  diffirailar  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  faardlf 
conM  it  be  believed  that  you  were  difciples  of  the  famo 
Maft^E,  and  followers  of  the  fiune  law ;  you  reproach  ua 
with  continually  recalling,  even  to  wearinefs,  thefe  primi«» 
live  times,  of  never  fpeaking  but  of  the  primitive  churchy 
as  if  it  were  pol&ble  to  regulate  oi^r  manners,  upoo  man- 
ners of  which  every  trace  hath  long  been  done  away,  im« 
pfafiicable  9t  ptefent  among  us,  and  which  the  times  and 
cultoms  have  univerfally  aboliflied«  You  fay,  that  meo 
muft  be  uken  as  they  are ;  that  it  were  to  be  wilhed  that 
the  primitive  fervour  had  been  kept  up  in  the  church ;  but 
that  every  thing  becomes  relaxed  and  weakened  through 
time,  Md  that,  to  pretend  to  bring  us  back  to  the  life  o£ 
the  primitive  ages,  is  not  holding  out  means  of  lalyation, 
but  is  merely  preaching  up  that  nobody  can  now  pretend 
to  it. 

But  I  demand  of  you,  in  the  firft  place,  my  brethren,  if 
the  times  and  the  years,  which  have  fo  much  adulterated 
the  purity  ot  Chri&ianity,  have  adulterated  that  of  the  gof^ 
pel  ?  Are  the  rules  become  more  pliable  and  more  £avourar 
ble  to  the  paiBoas»  becaufe  men  are  become  mo|:e  fenfual 

and 
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Slid  nfore  voluptuous  ?  And  hath  the  relaxation  el  man^ 
ners  foitened  the  maxims  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  When  he  bath 
foretold  in  the  gofpel,  that,  in  the  latter  times,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  ages  in  which  we  have  the  misfortune  to  Iive« 
feith  fliould  almoft  no  longer  be  found  upon  the  earth,  that 
his  name  ihould  hardly  be  known  there,  that  his  maxima 
(hould  be  deftroyed,  that  the  duties  fliould  be  incompatible 
with  the  cuftoms,  and  that  the  juft  themfelves  fliould  allow 
themfelves  to  be  almoft  infefied  by  the  univerfal  contagion, 
and  to  be  dragged  away  by  the  torrent  of  example  :  hath 
he  then  added,  that  in  order  to  accommodate  himfelf  to 
the  corruption  of  thefe  latter  times,  he  would  relax  fome^ 
thing  of  the  feverity  of  his  gofpel ;  that  he  would  content 
that  cuftoms,  eflabliflied  by  the  ignorance  and  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  ages,  fliould  fucceed  to  the  rules  and  to 
the  duties  of  his  do6lrine ;  that  he  would  then  exa£l  of  his 
difciples  infinitely  lefs  than  heexafied  at  the  birth  of  faith  ; 
and  that  his  kingdom,  which,  at  firft,  was  promifed  only 
to  force,  fliould  then  be  granted  to  indolence  and  lazinefs  ? 
Hath  he  added  this,  I  demand  of  you  ?  On  the  contrary, 
he  warns  his  difciples  that  then,  in  thefe  latter  times,  it 
will,  more  than  ever,  be  neceflary  to  pray,  to  faft,  to  re- 
tire to  the  mountains,  in  order  to  Oiun  the  general  corrup« 
tiori :  he  warns  them'  that  wo  unto  thofe  who  fliall  then  re* 
main  expofed  amid  the  world  ;  that  thofe  alone  fliall  be  fafe 
who  fliall  diveft  themfelves  of  all  and  who  fliall  fly  from 
amid  the  cities  ;  and  he  concludes,  by  exhorting  them  once 
more  to  watch  and  to  pray  without  ceafing,  in  order  not  to 
be  included  in  the  general  condemnation. 

And,  in  effeS,  my  brethren,  the  more  diforders  augment, 
the  more  ought  piety  to  be  fervent  and  watchful ;  the  more 
we  are  furrounded  with  dangers,  the  more  doth  prayer,  re- 
treat, mortification,  become  neceflary  to  us.    The  licen- 

tioufnefs 
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tioufnefs  of  the  prefent  manners  adda  ftill  new  obligations 
to  thofe  of  our  fathers ;  and,  far  from  the  path  of  falva- 
tion  having  become  more  eafy  than  in  thofe  former  times, 
we  (hall  peri&i  with  a  moderate  virtue,  which,  fupported 
them  by  the  common  example,  would  perhaps  have  been 
fu£Bcient  to  fecure  our  falvation.  < 

Befides*  my  brethren,  I  demand  of  you  in  the  fecond 
place,  do  you  really  believe  that  the  rigorous  precepts. of 
the  gofpel,    thofe  maxims  o(  the  crois,  of  violence,  oC 
felf-denial,  of  contempt  for  the  world,  have  been  made 
only  for  the  primitive  ages  of  faith  ?  Do  you  believe  that 
Jefus  Chrill  hath  deftined  all  the  rigours  of  his  doflrine  fof 
thofe  chafle,  innocent,  charitable,  and  fervent  men,  who 
lived  in  thefe  happy  times  of  the  church  ;  thofe  men  who 
denied  themfelves  every  pleafure,  thofe  primitive  heroes  ot 
religion,  who,  almoft  all,  perferved,  even  to  the  end,  the 
grace  of  regeneration  which  had  made  them  Chriftians  ? 
What,  my  brethren,  Jefus  Chrifi  would  have  rewarded 
their  zeal  and  their  fidelity  only  by  aggravating  their  yoke, 
and  he  would  have  referved  all  his  indulgence  tor  the  cor- 
rupted men  of  our  ages  ?  Jefus  Chrift  would  have  made 
firi£l  laws  of  referve,  ot  modefty,  of  retirement,  only  for 
thofe   primitive  Cbriftian  women  whoi^nounced  all  to 
pleafe  him ;  who  divided  themfelves  only  with  the  Lord 
and  their  hufbands  ;  who,  fliut  up  in  the  inclofure  of  their 
houfes,  brought  up  their  children  in  faith  and  in  piety  i 
And  he  would  exa£l  lefs  at  prefent  of  thofe  fenfual,  volup« 
tuous,  and  worldly  women,  who  continually  wound  out 
eyes  by  the  indecency  of  their  drefs,  and  who  corrupt  the 
heart  by  the  loofenefs  of  their  manners,  and  by  the  fnares 
which  they  lay  for  innocence  ?  And  where  would  here  be 
that  fo  much  vaunted  equity  and  wifdom  of  the  Chrifliao 
morality  7  More  (hould  then  be  exafled  of  him  who  owes 
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lefii  ?  The  tranfgieffioiii  of  the  la v  AduU  thea  dtfpenie 
fipom  its  fevcrity  thofe  who  violate  it  ?  It  would  fuffice  la 
teve  paffioxu,  to  be  entitled  to  gratify  them  ?  The  way  of 
heaven  would  be  svndered  cafy  to  fiunen,  wh3e  ail  its 
rooghneHi  would  beiept  for  the  juft  ?  And  the  mone  vices 
men  fhould  havc>  the  lefs  flboulddiey  bave  occafion  for  w* 
Cues? 

Again  allow  me,  my  bredioen,  to  add,  in  the  lafi  place, 
if  the  change  of  manners  could  change  the  rules,  if  cuf. 
<oins  could  juAify  abufes,  the  eternal  law  of  God  ihould 
then  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  inconftancy  of  the  times, 
wd  to  the  ridiculous  tafle  of  meo :  a  gofpel  would  then  be 
■eceilary  for  every  age  and  tti^mvtvy  nation ;  lor  our  cof* 
toofts  were  not  efiaUiflied  j^igdbt  times  ot  our  fathers,  and 
undoubtedly  they  fliaH  not  pa(s  to  our  laft  defcendams  { 
tbey  are  doit  comnKxi  toall  the  nations  who,  like  us,  wor« 
flnp  Jefus  Chrift.    Therefoiie,  thcfe  cufioms  cannot  either 
become  our  rule  or  change  it;  for  the  rule  h  of  all  times 
and  of  all  places;  thepefore,  new  manners  do  not  form  a 
new  gofpel»  feeing  we  fliould  anathematife  even  an  angel 
who  fhould  come  to  announce  to  us  a  new  one ;  and  that 
the  gofpel  would  be  no  longer  but  a  human,  and  little  to 
be  truAed  law  Apr  men,  if  it  could  change  with  men : 
therefore,   the  rules  and  duties  are  not  to  be  judged  by 
manners  and  cuftoms,  but  the  manners  and  cuftoms  are  to 
be  judged  by  the  duties  and  rules :  therefore,  it  is  the  law 
of  God  which  ought  to  be  the  con&ant  rule  of  the  times, 
and  not  the  variation  of  times  to  become  even  the  rule  of 
die  law  of  God. 

No  longer  tell  os  then,  my  brethren,  that  the  tiroes  are 
SM>  longer  the  fame ;  but  the  law  of  God,  is  it  not  ?  That 
you  cannot  reform  manners  uaiverftlly  <IUbliibe.d ;  but 

you 
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yon  are  not  charged  with  the  reformation  ot  the  univerfe  ; 
change  yourfclf ;  fare  yottr  owA  foul  with  which  you  afd 
entrirfted  ;  behold  all  that  is  e)Ca6led  of  you :  lafily,  thae 
the  Chriftians  ot  the  primitive  times  had  either  more  fotci 
or  more  grace  than  we :  ah !  they  h^d  mor^  faith,  mord 
conftancyr  more  love  for  Jefus  Chrift»  niore  contempt  M 
the  world :  behold  all  that  diflinguiflied  them  from  us. 

Have  we  not  the  fame  fourcet  of  grace  a^  they,  thie  famrf 
miniftry,  the  fame  altar,  the  fame  ti£Km  7  Da  the  mer- 
cies of  the  Lord  not  flow  with  the  fame  abundance  tiport 
his  church  ?  Have  we  not  ilill  among  us  pure  and  holy 
fouls,  who  renew  thd  fetvoirr  and  faith  of  the  primitive 
times,  and  who  are  livin|||JiA^oofs  of  the  pofl*fbility'of  the 
duties,  and  of  the  merciiif^jpihi*  L«rd  upon  his  people  ? 
'•^  Tell  us  no  longer  then/'  faytf  the  Tptrit  6f  God,  **  thae 
*<  the  former  daya  Were  better  cbihf  thHe;  for  thou  doS 
**  not  enquire  wifely  ccmceming  ttrit."  To  follow-  Jeftti 
Chrift,  fuffisrance  mull  always  be  re^tlired :  in  ail  aget^ 
it  hath  been  neceffary  to  bear  his  crofs,  hot  to  conform  to 
the  corrupted  age,  and  to  live  as  ft^ngera  upon  the  earth  i 
in  all  times,  the  holy  have  had  the  fame  paflions  as  we  id 
refift,  the  fame  abufes-to  fhun,  the  fame  fnaret  to  dread, 
the  fame  obftaeles  to  furmount :  and^s^jk  there  he  ahy  dif'^ 
ference  here,  it  is,  that,  in  former  tim^s,  k  was  not  mere* 
ly  arbitrary  cuftoms  which  they  Had  to  fhun,  nor  the  deri- 
fions  of  the  world  which  they  had  only  to  drdid,  in  de^ 
daring  for  Jefus  Chrift ;  it  was  the  mofl  cruet  puniffa^'' 
ments  to  which  they  muft  expofe  themfelves  ;  it  was  the 
power  of  the  Cefars,  and  the  rage  of  tyrants,  which  they 
mufl  defpife;  it  was  fuperflitions,  become  refpefiable 
through  their  antiquity,  countenanced  by  the  laws  of  the 
empire, -and  by  the  eonfent  of -almoft  all  the  people, 
which  they  had  to  fhake  off:  it  wall  in  a  word,  the  whole 
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univerfe  which  thejr  had  to  arm  againft  thetofelves.  But 
the  iaitb  of  thefe  pious  men  was  ftronger  than  puniffa- 
mentSy  than  the  tyrants^  than  the  Cefars,  than  the  whole 
'#world»  and  our  faith  cannot  hold  out  againft  the  abfurdity 
of  cuftomSy  or  th^  puerility  ot  dcriGon  ;  and  the  gofpei 
which  could  formerly  make  martyrs,  fcarcely  at  prefent 
can  it  form  a  believer.  The  law  of  God  is  then  immuta- 
ble in  its  duration  ;  always  the  fame  in  all  times  and  in  all 
places ;  but  it  is  likewife  imteuuble  in  its  extent,  and  the 
fame  for  all  ftations  and  conditions :  this  is  my  fecond  re« 
fle^on. 

r^$L.  .  Part  II.  The  moft  eflential  charafier  of  the  law  of 
Jefus  Cbrifi»  is  that  of  uniting^«ander  the  iame  rules»  the 
Jew  and  the  Gentile^  the  Greek  and  the  Barbarian^  the 
great  and  the  people,  the  prince  and  the  fubjefl ;  in  it 
there  is  no  longer  exception  of  perfons.  The  law  of 
Mofes,  at  leaft  in  its  cuftoms  and  in  its  ceremonies,  was 
given  only  to  a  (ingle  people;  but  Jefus  Chrift  is  an  uni- 
verfal  legiflator ;  his  law,  as  his  death,  is  for  all  men.  He 
came,  of  all  people  to  make  only  one  people ;  of  all  fla- 
taons  and  oi  ail  conditions  to  form  only  one  body  ;  it  is 
the  fame  fpirit  which  animates  it,  the  fame  laws  which 
govern  it:  diSerest  functions  may  there  be  exercifed, 
different  places,  more  or  lefs  honourable,  be  occupied ; 
but  it  is  the  fame  fpring  which  rules  all  the  members  of  it. 
All  thefe  hateful  diflinQions,  which  formerly  divided  men, 
are  dellroyed  by  the  church :  that  holy  law  knows  neither 
poor  nor  rich ;  neither  noble  nor  ba{e  born ;  neither  maf- 
ter  nor  flave ;  it  fees  in  men  only  the  title  of  believer, 
which  equals  them  all :  it  difiinguiOies  them  not  by  their 
names,  or  by  their  offices,  but  by  their  virtues ;  and  the 
greatcft  in  its  fight  are  thofe  who  are  the  moft  holy. 


Ncverthelefs, 
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Neverthelefs,  a  fecond  illufion,  prettjr  common  agafhft 
the  immutability  of  the  law  of  God,  is  the  perfuafion  that 
it  changes  and  becomes  mollified  in  favour  of  tank  aiid  of 
birth;  that  its  obligations  are  lefs  rigid  for  perfons  born  to 
elevation ;  and  that  the  obftacles,  which  high  places  and 
the  manners  attached  to  grandeur  throw  in  the  way  of  the 
qbfervance  of  the  ftri6l  duties  of  the  gofpel,  and  which 
render  the  praSice  of  them  almoft  impoffible  to  the  great, 
likewife  render  their  tranfgreflion  more  innocent.  They 
figure  to  themfelves  that  the  abnfes,  permitted  in  all  times^ 
by  cufiom  to  the  great,  are  likewife  accorded  to  them  by 
the  law  of  God,  and  that  there  is  another  path  of  falvation 
for  them  than  for  the  people.  Thence,  all  the  laws  of  the 
church  violated ;  the  timet  and  the  days  confecrated  to  ab- 
fttnence,  confounded  with  the  reft  of  days,  are  looked 
upon  as  privileges  refufed  to  the  vulgar,  and  referved  fole* 
]y  for  r^nk  and  birth  :  thence,  to  live  only  for  the  fenfes^ 
to  be  attentive  only  to  fatisfy  them,  to  refufe  nothing  to 
tafle,  to  vanity,  to  curiofity,  to  idlenefs,  to  ambition,  to 
make  a  God  of  one's  felf;  the  fame  profperity  which  faci- 
litates all  thefe  excefles,  excufes  and  juftifies  them. 

But,  my  brethren,  I  have  already  faid  it,  the  gofpel  is 
the  law  of  all  men :  great,  people,  ^if^ou  have  all  pro* 
mifed,  upon  the  facred  fonts,  to  obferve  it.  The  church, 
in  receiving  you  into  the  number  of  her  children,  hath 
not  propofed  to  the  great  other  vows  to  make,  and  other 
rules  to  pradife,  than  to  the  common  people :  you  have 
all  there  made  the  fame  promifes ;  all  fworn,  in  the  tace 
of  the  altars,  to  obferve  the  fame  gofpel.  The  church 
hath  not  then  demanded  of  you,  if,  by  your  birth  accord- 
ing to  the  fleOi,  you  were  great,  or  of  the  common  peo- 
ple ;  but  if,  by  your  regeneration  in  Jefus  Chrift,  yoa 
meant  to  be  faithful*  and  to  engage  yourfelf  .to  follow  hi« 

law  : 
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Itw ;  pppn  the  vow  which  you  piade  of  it,  flie  hath  placed 
%hf  holy  gofpel  upon  your  bead,  in  order  to  mark  that  you 
filbinittfd  yourfdf  to  that  facred  yoke. 

{fow,  my  bretfareq,  all  the  duties  of  the  goTpel  are  re« 
Sliced  to  two  points.  Some  are  propofed  in  order  to  refift 
Hind  to  weaken  that  fund  of  corruption  which  we  bear  from 
Qur  birth ;  the  others  in  order  to  perie£l  that  firft  grace  of 
the  Chriftiau  which  we  have  received  in  baptifm ;  that  is 
to  fay,  the  one  in  order  to  deftroy  in  us  the  old  Adam ; 
the  others  in  order  to  make  Jefus  Chrift  to  grow  there. 
Violence,  felf-denial,  and  mortification,  regard  the  firft  : 
prayer,  retirement,  vigilance,  contempt  for  the  world, 
4efire  of  invifible  riches,  are  comprifed  in  the  fecond : 
behold  the  whole  gofpel.  Now,  I  demand  of  you,  what 
is  there  in  thefe  two  defcriptions  of  duties  from  which 
rank  or  birth  can  difpenfe  you  ? 

Ought  you  to  pray  lefs  than  the  other  believers  ?  Have 
you  fewer  favours  to  aik  than  they,  fewer  obftacles  to  over- 
come, fewer  fnares  to  avoid,  fewer  defires  to  refift?  Alas! 
the  more  you  are  exalted,  the  more  do  dangers  augment, 
the  more  do  occafions  of  fin  fpring  up  under  your  feet, 
the  more  is  the  world  beloved^  the  more  doth  every  thing 
favour  your  paflions,  the  more  doth  every  thing  militate 
againft  your  good  defires ;  is  it  in  a  fituation  fo  terrible  for 
ialvation  that  you  find  privileges  which  render  it  more 
xnild  and  more  commodious.  The  more,  therefore,  that 
you  are  exalted,  the  more  doth  mortification  become  ne- 
ceflary  to  you ;  tor,  the  more  that  [ileafures  corrupt  your 
heart,  the  more  is  vigilance  neceflary,  becanfe  the  dangers 
are  more  frequent ;  the  more  ought  faith  to  be  lively,  be- 
caufe  every  thing  around  you  weakens  and  extingui(hes  it ; 
the  more  ought  prayer  to  be  continual,  becaufe  the  grace, 

in 
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in  oritT  to  fupport  yoa^  ought  to  be  mone  powerful ;  hu* 
nility  of  heart  more  herotcal*  becaufe  the  attachments  to 
things  here  below  are  more  unavoidable :  laftly,  the  more 
you  are  exalted,  the  more  doth  falvation  become  difficult 
to  you  ;  this  is  the  only  privilege  yoo  can  expeQ  froraeIe-> 
vation.     Alfo,  thou  often  warned  us,  great  God,  that  thy 
kingdom  is  only  for  the  poor  and  the  lowly  :  thou  fpeakeft' 
not  of  the  difficulty  of  falvation  for  the  great  and  the  pow* 
erful,  but  in  terms  which  would  feem  to  deprive  them  61 
all  hope  of  pretending  to  it,  if  we  knew  not  that  thou 
wi(heft  the  falvation  of  all  men,  and  that  thy  grace  is  ftill 
more  powerful  for  our  fan£lification,  than  profperity  for 
our  corruption. 

And  furely,  my  brethren,   if  grandeur  and  elevatioa 
were  to  render  our  condition  more  fortunate  and  more  fa- 
vourable with  regard  to  falvation,  in  vain  would  the  doc* 
trine  of  Jefus  Chrift  teach  us  to  dread  grandeurs  and  ho* 
man  profperities ;  in  vain  would  it  be  faid  to  us :     That 
blefled  are  they  who  weep,    and  who  fuffisr  here  below; 
that  wo  unto  thofe  who  laugh  now,  for  they  (hall  mourn 
and  weep  ;  and'unto  thofe  who  are  rich,  for  they  have  re- 
ceived ttieir  confolation ;  and  that,  to  rtceive  our  reward 
in  this  world,  through  the  tranfitory  nches  and  honours 
which  we  there  receive,  is  almoft  a  certain  fif{n  ttiat  we 
are  not  to  receive  it  in  the  other.     On  the  contrary,  gran- 
deur and  profperity  would  become  a  flate  worthy  of  envy, 
even  according  to  the  rules  of  foith;  againft  the  maxim  of 
Jefus  Chriil,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  call  thofe  happy 
who  are  immerfed  in  pleafures  and  in  oppulence ;  fince, 
beftdes  the  comforts  of  a  fmiling  fortune,  they  would  like- 
wife  find  there  a  way  of  falvation  more  mild  \nd  more  eafy 
than  in  an  obfcure  flate;  thofe  who  fuffi^r,  and  who  weep 
here  below,i  Would  then  be  the  rooft  miferabie  of  all  men ; 
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fince,  to  all  the  bitternefles  of  their  condition^  would  h'kei- 
wife  be  added  thofe  of  a  goFpel^  more  rigorous  and  more 
•uftere  for  them  than  for  the  perfons  born  in  abundance. 
What  new  gofpel  would  it  then  be  neceflary  to  announce 
to  you«  if  fuch  we»e  the  rules  of  the  morality  of  Jefus 
Chria  ? 

But  I  fay  not  even  enough.  Granting  that  profperitjr 
fhould  not  exa£l  more  rigid  precautions  in  confequence 
of  the  dangers  which  furround  it,  it  would  exafi,  at 
leaft,  more  rigorous  reparations,  through  the  crimes  and 
excefles  which  are  infeparable  from  it.  Alas !  my 
brethren,  is  it  not  among  you  that  the  paflions  no  longer 
linow  any  bounds ;  that  the  jealoufies  are  more  keen,  the 
hatreds  more  lafting  revenge  more  honourable,  evU.fpeak- 
ing  more  cruel,  ambition  more  boundlefs,  and  voluptuouf- 
nefs  more  ihameful  ?  Is  it  not  among  the  great  that  the 
moft  (hocking  debauchery  even  refines  upon  the  common 
crimes  ;  that  diflipation  becomes  an  art ;  and  that  in  order 
to  prevent  thofe  difgufts  infeparable  from  licentiournefs, 
refources  are  fought  in  guilt  againft  guilt  itfelf  ?  What  in- 
dulgence then  can  you  promife  yourfelves  on  the  part  of 
religion  ?  If  the  moft  righteous  be  refponfible  for  the  whole 
law,  fliould  the  greateft  (inners  be  difcbarged  from  it  ?  Mea- 
fure  your  duties  upon  your  crimes,  and  not  upon  your 
rank  ;  judge  of  yourfelves  by  the  infults  which  you  have 
offered  to  God,  and  not  by  the  vain  homages  which  are 
paid  to  you  by  men  ;  number  the  days  and  the  years  of 
your  crimes  which  (hall  be  the  eternal  titles  of  your  con- 
demnation, and  not  the  years  and  the  ages  of  the  antiquity 
of  your  race,  which  are  only  vain  titles  written  upon  the 
alhes  of  your  tombs ;  examine  what  you  owe  to  God,  and 
not  what  men  owe  to  you.  If  the  world  were  to  judge  you, 
you  might  promife  yourfelf  diftin£liotu  and  preferences ; 

but 
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bot  the  world  (ball  itfelf  be  judged ;  and  he,  who  will  judge 
it.  and  you  alfo,  (hall  diftingui(h  men  only  by  their  vices  or 
by  their  virtues.  He  will  not  demand  the  names,  he  will 
demand  only  the  deeds :  calculate  thereupon  the  diftinSions 
which  you  ought  to  expefi. 

Thus,  we  fee  not  that  Jefus  Chrift,.  in  the  gofpet,  pro- 
pofed  to  the  princes  of  the  people,  and  to  the  grandees  o£ 
Jerufalem,  other  maxims  than  to  the  citizens  of  Judea,  and 
to  his  difciples,  all  taken  from  the  loweft  ranks  of  thepeo* 
pk  ;  he  fpeaks  in  the  capital  of  Jud^a,  and  before  all  that 
Palefiine  had  the  mofi  illuftrious,  as  he  fpeaks  upon  the 
borders  of  the.(ea,  or  upon  the  mountains,  tothatobfcurc 
populace  which  followed  him  ;  his  paaxims  are  not  chang* 
cd  with  the  rank  of  thofe  who  liften  to  him.  The  crofs^ 
violence,  contempt  of  the  world,  jelf-denial,  abfiinence 
from  picafures  :  behold  what  he  annopnces  at  Jerufalem, 
the  feat  of  kings,  as  at  Nazareth,  the  moft  obfcure  place  oC 
Judea ;  to  that  -young  man  who  was  fq  rich,  as  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Zebedee,  whofe  only  inheritance  was  their  nets  : 
to  the  fifiers  of  Lazarus,  of  a  difiingui(hed  rank  in  Palef- 
tine,  as  to  the  woman  of  Samaria  of  a  more  obfcure  con- 
dition ;  his  enemies  themfelves  confeflfed  that  this  was  his 
peculiar  charafier,  and  were  forced  to  render  him  this  juf- 
tice,  that  he  taught  the  way  of  God  in  truth,  and  that  he 
had  no  refpefl  of  rank  or  of  perfons. 

What  do  I  fay  ?  Even  after  his  death  the  gofpel  feemed 
a  do3rine  (ent  down  from  heaven,  only  becaufe  that,  an- 
nouncing to  the  great  and  to  the  powerful  forrowful  and 
crucifying  maxims,  apparently  fo  incompatible  with  their 
ftation,  they,  neverthelefs,  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  embraced  a  law  which  amid  all  the  profperity 
and  abundance,  permitted  to  them  no  more  pleafures  and 

comforts 
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eomforti  here  below,  than  to  th«  common  tni  l^fpit  people. 
And,  in  edefi,  why  Oiould  the  firft  defenders  of  faith  have 
regarded  the  converfion  of  Cefars,  and  of  -the  powerful  of 
die  age,  as  a  proof  of  the  troth  of  the  divinity  of  the  gof- 
pel  ?  What  would  there  be  fo  furprifing,  that  the  rich  and 
powerful  had  embraced  a  do£lrine  which  would  diflinguifli 
them  from  the  people  by  a  greater  indulgence  i  which, 
while  it  would  prefcribe  tears,  fading,  feif-denial  to  otherSt 
would  relax  in  favour  of  the  great,  and  would  confentthat 
profufions,  pleafures,  fenfualities,  gaming,  public  places^ 
all  fo  rigorouily  forbidden  to  common  believers,  became 
an  innocent  occupation  for  them  ;  and,  that  what  is  a  road 
of  perdition  for  others,  Oiould,  for  them  alone  be  a  road 
of  falvation?  It  would  then  be  the  wifdom  of  the  age 
which  would  have  eftabliflied  the  goTpel,  and  not  the  folly 
of  the  crofs ;  it  would  be  the  artifices  and  the  deferences  of 
men,  and  not  the*arm  of  the  Almighty ;  it  would  be  fleih 
and  blood,  and  not  the  power  of  God  ;  and  the  converfion 
of  the  univerfe  would  have  nothing  more  wonderful,  than 
the  eftablifiiment  of  fuperftitions  and  of  fe3s. 

And  candidly,  my  brethren,  if  the  gofpel'  had  diftinc-i 
tions  to  make,  and  condefcenfions  to  grant,  if  the  law  of 
God  could  relax  fomething  of  its  feverity,  would  it  be  in 
favour  of  thofe  who  are  born  to  rank  and  to  abundance  ? 
What !  It  would  prefcrve  all  its  rigour  for  the  poor  and  the 
unfortunate  7  It  would  condemn  to  tears,  to  failings,  to 
penitence,  to  poverty,  thofe  unfortunate  fouls  whofe  days 
are  mingled  with  almoft  nothing  but  fufference  and  forrow, 
and  whofe  only  comfort  is  that  of  eating  with  temperance 
the  bread  earned  with  the  fweat  of  their  brow  ?  And  it 
would  difcharge  from  thefe  rigorous  duties  the  grandees  of 
the  earth  ?  And  it  would  exaft  nothing  painful  of  thofe 
whofe  days  are  only  divetfified  by  the  variety  of  their,  plea- 

furcs  ? 


IMMUTABLLimr  OF  TH£  LAW  OF  GOD.  S99 

I 

Tures  ?  Afljf it  would  referve  all  its  indulgence  for  thofe  Toft 
and  voluptuous  fouls,  who  live  only  for  the  fenfes»  who  be- 
lieve  that  they  are  upon  the  earth  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
MJoying  an  iniquitous  felicity,  and  who  know  no  other 
god  than  themfelves  ? 

Great  God!  It  is  the  blindnefs  .which  thy  jufticeflieds 
over  human  profperities  :  after  having  corrupted  the  heart, 
they  likewife  extinguifli  all  the  lights  of  faith.  It  rarely 
happens  but  that  the  great,  fo  enlightened  upon  the  inte« 
refts  of  the  earth,  upon  the  ways  to  fortune  and  to  giory, 
iipoR  the  fecret  fpring9  which  give  motion  to  courts  and 
to  empires,  live  in  a  profound  ignorance  of  the  ways  o£ 
falvation.  They  have  been  fo  much  accuftomed  to  prefer- 
ence i>y  the  world,  that  they  are  perfuaded  they  ought  like- 
wife  to  find  them  in  religion.  Becaufe  men  do  them  credit 
for  the  fmalleft  fteps  taken  in  their  favour,  they  believe,  O 
kny  God  !  that  thou  regarded  them  with  the  fame  eyes  as 
men;  aqd  that,:  in  fulfilling  fome  weak  duties  oi;  piety,  in 
taking  fome  fmall  fteps  for  thee,  they  go  even  beyond  what 
they  owe  to  thee  :  as  if  their  fmalleft  religious  works  ac- 
quired a  new  merit  from  their  rank;  in  place  of  which, 
they  acquire  it,  in  thy  fight,  only  from  that,  faith  and  from 
Ihat'Charity.  which  animates  them. 

It  is  thus  that  the  law  of  God,  immutable  in  its  extent, 
is  the  fame  fot  all  ftations,  for  the  great  and  for  the  people. 
But  it  is  likewife  immutable  in  all  the  fituations.of  life;  and 
it  is  neither  a  difficult  conjun£lure,  nor  perplexity,  nor 
apparent  danger,  nor  pretext  of  pubiiq  good,  in  which  to 
violate,  or  even  to  Joften  it,  becomes  a  legitimate  and  ne* 
ceffary  modification  :  this  was  to  have  been  my  laft  reflec«» 
tion  ;  but  I  abridge  and  go  on. 
.    Vol.  II.  L 1  Yes. 
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Yet,  my  brethren^  every  thing  becomes  redojft  aqd  ne^ 
ceffity  againft  our  duties,  that  is  to  (ay,  againft  the  law  of 
God;  fituations  the  leaft  dangerous,  conjunfiures  the  Icaft 
embarraffing,  furnifli  us  with  pretexts  to  violate  it  witb 
*  V  fifety,  and  perfuade  us  that  the  law  of  God  would  be  un« 
h  "  juft,  and  wouM  exa£ltoo  muchof  men,  if,  onthefeocca* 
fions,  it  were  not  to  ufe  indulgence  with  regard  to  us. 

•  Thus,  the  law  of  God  commands  us  to  render  to  each 

that  which  is  his  due,  to  retrench^  in  order  to  pay  thofe 
debts  incurred  through  our  excefles,  and  not  to  permit  that 
our  unfortunate  creditOTs  fu£fer  by  our  fenfelefs  profufions : 
tieverthelefs,  the  general  perfuafion  is  that,  in  a  grand 
place,  it  is  neceflary  to  fupport  the  eclat  of  a  public  dig* 
*  nity ;  that  the  honour  of  the  mailer  requires  that  mean  and 
forry  externals  difgrace  not  the  elevated  poft  which  he  hath 
confided  to  us ;  that  we  are  refponfible  to  the  fovereign^ 
to  the  flate,  to  ourfelves,  before  being  fo  to  individuals  : 
and  that  public  propriety  is  then  fuperior  to  the  particular 
iiile. 

Thus,  the  law  of  God  enjoins  us  to  tear  out  the  eye 
which  giveth  offence,  and  to  caft  it  from  us ;  to  feparatc 
ourfelves  from  an  obje&  which,  in  all  times,  hath  been 
the  rock  of  our  innocence,  and  near  to  which  we  can 
never  be  in  fafety :  neverthelefs,  the  noife  which  a  rup-* 
ture  would  make,  the  fufpicions  which  it  might  awaken 
in  the  public  mind,  the  ties  of  fociety,  of  relationfhip, 
of  friendfhip,  which  feem  to  render  the  feparation  impof* 
fible  without  eclat,  perfuade  us  that  it  is  not  then  com- 
manded, and  that  a  danger,  become  as  if  neceflar}',  be* 
comes  a  fecurity  to  us. 

Thus, 
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Thos»  the  lavr  of  God  commands  us  to  render  glory 
to  the  truth;  not  to  betray  our  confcience  by  iniquitoufly 
withholding  it ;  that  is  to  fay,  not  to  diflemble  it,  through 
human  interefts^  from  thofe  to  whom  our  duty  obliges  us 
to  announce  it :  neverthelefs,  we  perfuade  ourfelves  that 
truths,  which  would  be  unavailing,  ought  to  be  fuppref- 
fed ;  and  that  a  liberty,  of  which  the  only  fruit  would  be 
that  of  rifking  our  ^rtune,  and  of  rendering  ourfelves 
hated,  without  rendering  thofe  better  to  whom  we  owe 
the  truthy  would  rather  be  an  andifcretioa  than  alaw^l 
charity  and  of  jufiice* 

Thus,   the  law  of  God  prefcribes  to  us  to  have  in: 
view,  in  public  cares,  only  the  utility  of  the  people,  for 
whom  alone  the  authority  is  entrufted  to  us ;  to  confider 
ourfelves  as  charged  with  the  interefls  of  the  multitude, 
•s  the  avengers  of  injuftice,  the  refuge  againft  oppreflion 
and  poverty :   neverthclefs,  we  believe  ourfelves  iq  be 
fituated  in  conjunfiures,  in  which  it  is  neceflary  to  Ihut 
our  eyes  upon  iniquity,  to  fupport  abuies  which  we  knov^ 
to  be  untenable,  to  facrifice  confcience  and  duty  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  times,  and,  without  fcruple,  to  violate  the 
cleareft  rules,  becaufe  the  inconveniencies,  which  would 
arife  from  their  obfervance,  feem  to  render  their  tranf- 
greflion  neceflary.      Laflly,   Human   pretexts,  interefls, 
and  inconveniencies,  always  make  the  balance  to  turn  to 
their  (ide  ;  and  duty,  and  the  law  of  God,  always  yield  tQ 
conjundures  and  to  the  neceffity  of  the  times. 

Now,  my  brethren,  I  do  not  tell  you,  in  the  (ir  A  place^ 
that  the  intereft  of  falvation  is  the  greateft  of  all  interclls ; 
that  fortune,  life,  reputation,  the  whole  world  itfeH,  put 
in  comparifon  with  your  foul,  ought  to  be  reckoned  a» 
nothing;  and  that,,  though  heaven  and  the  earth  fhould 

chaAg^ 
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change,  that  the  whole  world  (hould  perifli,  anA>eveiy  evil 
burft  upon  our  head,  thefe  fnconveni^nctes  would  alwayt 
be  infinitely  lefs  than  the  traRfgreflion  of  the  law  of  God^ 

2^//y,  I  do  not  tell  you  that  the  law  hath  always,  at  leaft, 
fecurity  in  its  favour  againft  the  pretext,  becaufe  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  law  is  clear  and  precife,  in  place  of  which 
the  pretext,  which  introduces  the  exception,  is  always 
doubtful ;  and  that,  confequently,  to  prefer  the  pretext  tp 
the  law,  is  to  leave  a  fafe  way,  and  to  make  choice  of  an>- 
other,  for  which  no  perfon  can  be  anfwerable  to  you» 

Laflly,  I  do  not  tell  you  that,  the  gofpel  having  been 
only  given  to  us  in  order  to  detach  us  from  the  world  and 
from  ourfelves,  and  to  make  us  die  to  all  our  terreftrial 
afre6lions,  it  is  deceiving  ourfelves  to  confider,  as  incon- 
veniencies,  certain  confequences  of  that  divine  law,  fatal 
cither  to  our  fortune,  to  our  glory,  or  to  our  eafe,  and  to 
perfuade  ourfelves  that  it  is  then  permitted  to  us  to  have 
recourfe  to  expedients  which  mollify  it,  and  conciliate  its 
feverity  with  the  intcrefts  of  our  felf-love.  Jcfus  Chrift 
hath  never  meant  to  prefcribe  to  us  eafy  and  commodious 
duties,  and  which  take  nothing  from  the  pa{rK>ns  ;  he  came 
to  bring  the  fword  and  feparation  to  hearts,  to  divide  man 
from  his  relations,  from  his  friends,  from  himfelf ;  to  hold 
out  to  us  a  way  rugged  and  difficult  to  keep.  Thus,  what 
we  call  inconveniencies  and  unheard-ot  extremities,  are, 
at  bottom,  only  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  the  moft  natural 
confequences  of  the  rules,  and  the  end  that  Jefus  Chrift 
had  intended  in  prcfcribing  them  to  us. 

That  young  man  of  the  gofpel  regarded  as  an  inconve- 

niency,  the  being  unable  to  go  to  pay  the  laft  duties  to  his 

ift^ert  and  to  gather  in  what  he  liad  fucceeded  to,  if  he 

followed 
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followed  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  it  was  precifely  that  facrifice 
which  Jefus  Chrift  exaSed  of  him.  Thofe  men  invited 
to  the  feaft  looked  upon  as  an  inconveniency,  the  one  to 
forfake  his  county-houfe,  the  other  his  trade,  the  laft  to 
delay  his  marriage ;  and  it  was  in  order  to  break  afunder 
all  thefe  ties,  which  bound  them  ftill  too  much  to  the  earth, 
that  the  father  of  the  family  invited  them  to  come  and  feat 
themfelves  at  the  feaft.  Efther,  at  firft,  confrdered  as  an 
inconveniency  to  go  to  appear  before  Ahafuerus,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  empire,  and  to  declare  herfelf  a  daughter 
of  Abraham,  and  proteftrefs  of  the  children  of  Ifraei ;  and, 
neverthelefs,  as  the  wife  Mordecai  reprefented  to  her,  the 
Lord  had  raifed  her  to  that  point  of  glory  and  profperity 
only  for  that  important  occafion.  Whatever  is  a  conftrafnt 
to  us,  appears  a  reafon  againft  the  law ;  and  we  take  for 
inconveniencies  the  obligations  themfelves. 

Befides,  my  brethren,  is  it  not  certain  that  the  principsd 
merit  of  our  duties  is  derived  from  the  obfiacles  which 
never  fail  to  oppofe  their  praftice ;  that  the  moft  effenfial 
charafler  of  the  law  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  that  of  exciting 
againft  it  all  the  reafons  of  fleOi  and  blood ;  and  virtue 
would  refemble  vice,  if  outwardly  and  inwardly  it  foiind 
in  us  only  facilities  and  conveniencies  7  The  righteous, 
my  brethren,  have  never  been  peaceable  obfervers  of  the 
holy  rules :  Abel  found  inconveniencies  in  the  jealoufy  of 
his  owk  brother  ;  Noah  in  the  unbelief  of  his  own  citizens  ; 
Abraham  in  the  difputes  of  his  fervants ;  Jofeph  in  the 
dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed  through  his  love  of  mo- 
defty  and  the  rage  of  a  faithlefs  woman  ;  Daniel  in  the  cuf- 
(oms  of  a  profane  court ;  the  pious  Efdras  in  the  manners 
of  his  age  ;  the  noble  Eleazar  in  the  fnares  of  a  fpecit)us 
temperament :  laftly,  follow  the  hiftory  of  the  juft,*and 
you  will  fee  that,    in  all  ages,    all  thofe  who  have^J^ked 
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in  the  precepts  and  in  the  ordinances  of  the  lai^t  have  ex- 
perienced inconveniencies,  in  which  righteoufnefs  itfelf 
deemed  to  authorife  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  rules ;  have  en- 
countered obftacles  in  their  way,  where  the  lights  of  an 
human  reafon  feemed  to  decide  in  hrour  of  the  pretext 
againft  the  law ;  in  a  word,  where  virtue  Teemed  to  con- 
demn virtue  itfelf;  and  that,  confequently,  it  is  not  new 
for  the  law  of  God  .to  meet  with  obftacles  ;  but  that  it 
is  new  to  pretend  to  find  in  thefe  obftacles  legitimate 
excufes  for  difpenfing  ourfelves  from  the  law  of  God. 

And  the  dicifive  argument  which  confirms  this  truth  is, 
that  our  paflions  alone  form  the  conveniencies  which  au- 
thorife us  in  feeking  mollifications  to  our  duties  and  to 
the  law  of  God;  and  that  views  of  fortune,  of  glory,  of 
favour,  engage  us  in  certain  proceedings,  juftify  them  in 
our  eyes,  in  fpite  of  the  evidence  of  rules  which  condemn 
them,  only  becaufe  we  love  our  glory  and  our  fortune  more 
than  the  rules  themfelves. 

Let  us  die  to  the  world  and  to  ourfelves,  my  brethren  ; 
let  us  reflore  to  our  heart  the  fentiments  of  love  and  of 
preference,  which  it  owes  to  its  Lord  :  then  every  thing 
fliall  appear  poflible;  difficulties  (hall,  in  an  inftant,  be 
ddhe  away :  and  what  we  call  in  conveniencies  either  (bait 
no  longer  be  reckoned  as  any  thing,  or  we  (hall  confider 
them  as  infeparable  proofs  of  virtue,  and  not  as  the  Rcufes 
of  vice.  How  eafy  it  is  to  find  pretexts  when  we  love 
them  !  Arguments  are  never  wanting  to  the  paflions.  Self- 
love  is  always  ready  in  placing,  at  leaft,  appearances  on 
its  fide;  it  always  changes  our  weakne(res  into  duties, 
and  our  inclinations  foon  become  legitimate  claims ;  and 
what  in  this  is  moft  deplorable,  fays  St.  Auguftin,  is  that 
we  call  in  even  religion  itfelf  in  aid  of  our  pa{fions  ;   that 

we 
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we  draw  motives  from  piety,  in  order  to  violate  piety  it« 
felf ;  and  that  we  have  recourfe  to  holy  pretexts  to  autho- 
rife  iniquitous  defirtfu. 

It  is  thus,  O  my  God !  that  almoft  our  whole  life  is 
pafled  in  feducing  ourfelves ;  that  we  employ  the  lights  of 
our  reafon  only  in  darkening  thofe  of  faith ;  that  we  con- 
fume  the  few  days  we  have  to  pafs  upon  the  earth  only  in 
feeking  authorities  for  our  paffions,  iitfanaginingfitaations 
in  which  we  believe  ourfelves  to  be  enabled  to  difobey 
thee  with  impunity ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  all  our  cares,  all 
our  reflexions,  all  the  fuperiority  of  our  views,  of  our 
lights^  of  our  talents,  all  the  wifdom  of  our  meafures  and 
of  our  counfels,  are  limited  to  the  accomplifliment  of  ouf 
ruin,  and  to  conceal  from  ourfelves  our  eternal  deftruQion^ 

Let  us  (bun  this  evil,  my  brethren ;  let  us  reckon  no 
way  fafe  for  us  but  that  of  the  rules  and  of  the  law ;  and 
let  us  remember  that  there  fliall  be  more  finners  con- 
demned through  the  pretexts  which  feem  to  authorife 
the  tranfgreffions  of  the  law,  than  through  the  avowed 
crimes  which  violate  it«  It  is  thus  that  the  law  of  God, 
after  having  been  the  rule  of  our  manners  upon  the  earthy 
ihall  be  their  eternal  confohtion  in  heaven. 
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FOR  CHRISTMAS  DAY. 
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Luke  xi.  lo. 

For,   behold,   I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy ^ 
which Jhall  be  to  all  people;  for  unto  you  is  born^  this 
'.   day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrijl 
•    the  Lord. 

XJehold,  in  eflPeS,  the  grand  tidings  which,  for  four 
fhoufand  years,  the  world  had  expeScd ;  behold  the  grand 
fcvent  which  fo  many  prophets  had  foretold ;  fo  many  ce- 
remonies had  figured  :  fo  many  righteous  had  awaited,  and 
which  all  nature  feemed  to  promife,  and  to  haften  by  the 
univerfal  corruption  fpread  through  ail  flefh ;  behold  the 
grand  bleffing  which  God's  goodnefs  prepared  for  men, 
after  the  infidelity  of  their  firft  parent  had  rendered 'them 
all  fubje£l  to  fin  and  death. 

The  Saviour,  the  Chrift,  the  Lord,  at  laft  appears  this 
day  on  the  earth.  The  over-fhadowed  bring  forth  the 
righteous ;  the  ftar  of  Jacob  appears  to  the  univerfc ;  the 
fccptrc  is  departed  from  Judah,  and  he,  who  was  to  come, 
is  arrived  ;  the  age  ol  darknefs  is  accomplifhed  ;  the  pro- 
mifed  fign  of  the  Lord  to  Judea  hath  appeared;  a  virgin 
has  conceived  and  brought  forth,  and  out  ot  Bethlehem 
comes  the  leader  who  is  to  enlighten  and  govern  all  Ifrael. 

What 


'  What  new  bleffings,  my  brethren,  doth  this' birth  not 
announce  to  men  ?  It  would  not  during  fo  -many  ages, 
have  been  announced,  awaited,  defired ;  it  would  not 
have  iorraed  the  religion  of  a  whole  people,'  the  objeQ  of 
all  the  prophecies;  the<tinravelling  of  all  the  Egures,  the 
fole  end  of  all  the  proceec^ings  of  God  towards  men,  had 
it  not  been  the  grandeft  mark  of  his  love  which  he  could 
give  them.  What  a  blefled  night  is  that  which  prefides  at 
this  divine  bringing-forth !  It  hatb^Bcn  the  light  of  the 
world  Ihine  forth  in  its  darknefs ;  the  heavens  refound. 
with  joy  and.fongs  of  thankfgiving. 

r  But,  my  brethren,  we  mud  participate  in  the  bleflingt 
which  this  birth  is  .meant  to  bring  us,  in  order  to  enter 
into  all  the  tranfports  of  delight  which  it  fpreads  through 
the  heavens  and  the  earth.  The  common  jcyy'is  founded 
only  on  the  common  falvation  which  is  oflered  to  us ;  and 
if,  in  fpite  of  this  aid  we  flill  obftinately  perGft  in  perifli- 
ing,  the  church  weeps  oyer  us,  and  we:f||iinglc  BK>uming 
and  forrow  with  that  joy  with  which  fuch  blefled  tidioga 
infpire  it. 

.  Now,  what  are  the  ineftimable  bleflings  which  this  birth 
brings  to  men  ?  The  heavenly  fpirits  come  themfelves  to 
make  it  known  to  the  fliepherds ;  it  comes  to  render  glory 
to  God,  and  peace  to  men ;  and  behold  the  whole  foun- 
dation of  this  grand  myfiery  laid  open.  To  God,  thac 
glory  of  which  men  had  wiihed  to  deprive  him  ;  to  men, 
that  peace  of  which  they  had  never  ceafed  their  llruggles 
to  deprive  themfelves. 

Part  I.  Man  had  been  placed  upon  the  earth  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  rendering,  to  the  author  of  his  being,  that 
glory  and  that  homage  which  were  his  due.    All  called  him 
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to  thefe  duties;  and  eveiy  thing,  which' eiSg|lM  lo  hftve 
called,  removed  him  from  them.  To  his  fn^^i^me  Ma«i 
jrfiy  he  owed  his  adoratioB  and  hit  homage ;  to  hia  pMer-» 
Aal  goodnefa  his  love  ;  to  his  infinite  wifdom^  the  facrifie^ 
of  his  reafon  and  of  his  lights^  Thefe  duties,  engravea^-^ 
On  his  heart,  and  bom  with  htm,  werft  ftitl  aHb  inceffamiy 
^ochimed  to  him  by  aU  creatures ;  he  cooM  neither  lifleii 
to  hiro^e^F,  nor  fo  all  things  around  him,  without  finding 
Aem ;  nevenhelefs,  fm  forgets,  he  eibces  them  from  fait 
Bean.  He  no  longerfaw  in  the  work,  that  honour  and  tfasft 
woHbip  which  were  due  to  the  fovereign  Arcbttefi ;  in  tht- 
bleffings  with  which  he  loaded  him,  that  love  which  he 
owed  tahir  benefafior;  in  the  Obfcurity  fpread  through 
even  natural  caufes,  that  impdflibiKty,  much  lefy,  of  kfi 
iboming  the  fecrecies  of  God,  and  that  mifimft,  itt  wlncft 
he  ought  to  lite,  of  his  Owii  lights.  Idolatry,  therefore; 
rendered  to  the  creature  that  Worfiiip  which  the  Creator 
bad  relerved  for  himfelf  atone :  the  fynagogue  honoured 
bim  (rem  the  lips,  and  that  love,  which  it  owed  to  him; 
was  confined  to  external  homages  totafly  tinworthy  of  him  ; 
philofophy  loft  itfelf  in  its  own  ideas,  meafured  the  lights 
of  God  by  thofe  of  men,  and  vainly  believed  that  reafen, 
which  knew  not  itfelf,  was  able  to  know  alll  truth  :  three 
fores,  fpread  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  In  a  word; 
God  was  no  longer  either  known  or  glorified,  and  raari 
was  no  longer  known  to  himfelf* 

And,  i/f/y,  To  what  excefles  had  idolatry  not  carried 
its  profane  worfhip  ?  The  death  of  a  perfon  loved,  quick- 
ly exalted  him  to  a  divinity  ;  and  his  vile  afliev,  on  which 
his  nothingnefs  was  iiamped  in  charaders  fo  indelible,  be* 
came  tbemfelves  the  title  of  his  glory  and  of  bis  immortali* 
ty.  Conjugal  love  made  gods  to  itfelf;  impure  love  fol* 
towed  the  example,  and  determined  to  have  its  altars :  the 

wife 


ro&  cmsxMAi  iat.  309 

JWiit.  ni  tbemiflreft,  ibe  hiiAand  and  the  lover,  had  temples, 
priefttt  and  facrificei.  The  foliy,  or  the  general  corrupt 
tion«  adopted  a  worlhip  fo  sidiculous  and  fo  abominabies 
the  whole  univerfe  was  infefied  with  it ;  the  majefty  of 
|be  laws  of  theecBpireauthoririsd  it;  and  ibe  magnificence 
#f  the  temples,  the  pomp  of  ibe  facrifioes,  the  inmenfe 
iicbes  of  the  images,  rendered  that  folly  reipefiable.  E^ 
0ry  people  was  jealous  in  having  its  gods ;  in  default  of 
man  they  offered  incenfe  10  the  fa^lft :  u»pure  homagci 
became  the  worSiip  of  tbefe  impure  divinities;  the  towna, 
4be  mountains,  the  .fields,  the  defects,  were  ftained  with 
ibem,  and  beheld  fupurb  edifices  confecrated  to  pride,  to 
Jafcivipufnefs,  tq  revenge.  The  number  of  the  divinities 
equalled  that  oi  the  paffions ;  the  gods  were  ahnoft  as  nub 
merous  as  the  men ;  all  became  god  with  man ;.  and  the 
true  Cod  was  the  only  one  unknown  to  mam  - 

The  world  was  plunged,  ahnoft  from  its  creation,  in  the 
liorror  of  this  darlnefs ;  every  age  added  to  it  freA  imt 
pieties*  In  proportion  as  the  appointed  time  of  the  deKv* 
crer  drew  near,  the  depravity  of  men  feemed  to  increafe* 
Roipe  itfelf,  miftrcfs  of  the  univerfe,  gave  way  to  aH  the 
Ji^ent  worfliips  ot  the  nations  file  bad  fubjugated :  and 
l»eheld  exalted,  within  her  walls,  the  different  idols  of  fo 
many  conquered  countries,  that  they  became  the  public 
momuments  of  her  folly  and  blindaeA>  ratfter  than  ot  ber 
victories* 

But,  after  alT,  tbougb  aH  flefli  bad  eomipted  his  wayv 
God  no  longer  wiflied  to  pour  out  his  wrath  upon  men, 
ilor  to. exterminate  them  by  a  frefli  deluge ;  he  wiOied  to- 
ilsve  them*  He  bad  plaoed  in  the  heavens  the  fign  of  hh 
covenant  with  ibe  world,.;  and  that  fign  was  not  the  Ihin^ 
iag^  lfaoiig)L  vulgar  rainbow  which  .appears  ia  the  douds  ; 

it 


k  was  Jefus  Chrift  his  only  Son,  the  word  made 'flefli,  tW 
true  feal  of  the  eternal  covenant,  and  the  fole  ligltt  which 
comes  to  enlighten  the  whole  world. 

He  appears  on  the  earth,  and  reftores  to  his  Father  that 
glory  of  which  the  impiety  of  a  public  worfhip  had  wifhed 
to  deprive  him.  The  homage  rendered  to  him,  by  hi^ 
lioly  foul  united  to  the  work],  at  once  makes  amends  to 
bis  fupreme  Majefty  for  all  the  honours  which  the  univerfe 
had  hitherto  denied  him,  in  order  to  proftitute  them  to  a 
creature*  A  Man-God  adorer  renders  more  glory  to  the 
divinity  than  all  idolatrous  ages  and  nations  had  deprived 
him  ol  ;  and  fuch  homage  muft  indeed  have  been  agreea- 
ble to  the  fovereign  God,  feeing  it  alone  effaced  idolatry 
from  the  earth  ;  made  the  blood  of  impure  vi£lims  ceafe 
follow;  overturned  the  profane  altars;  itlenced  the  ov^ 
cles  of  demons ;  reduced  to  duft  the  vain  idols,  and  chang- 
ed their  fupurb  temples,  till  then  the  receptacle  of  every 
abomination,  into  houfes  of  adoration  and  prayer.  Thus 
was  the  univerfe  changed  :  the  only  God,  unknown  even 
in  Athens,  and  in  thofe  cities  moft  celebrated  for  knowl- 
edge and  poIi(hed  manners,  was  worihipped  ;  the  world 
acknowledged  its  Author  :  God  entered  into  his  rights  ;  a 
worfhip  worthy  of  him.  was  eftablifhed  over  the  whole 
earth  ;  and  he  had  every  where  adorers,  who  worfliipped 
him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 

Behold  the  firll  blefling  accruing  from  the  birth  of  Je- 
fus Chrifl,  and  the  firft  glory  which  he  renders  to  his  Fa- 
ther. But,  my  brethren  is  this  grand  blefling  for  us  P  We 
no  longer  worfhip  vain  idols  ;  an  inceftuous  Jupiter,  a  laf- 
civious  Venus,  a  cruel  and  revengeful  Mars ;  but  is  God, 
therefore,  more  glorified  among  us  ?  In  their  place  do  we 
not  fubflitute  fortune,  voluptuoufnefs,  court  favour,  the 

world 
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world,  with  all  its  pleafures  ?  For,  whatever  we  love  mor^ 
than  God,  that  we  worfbip ,  whatever  we  prefer  to  God, 
that  becomes  our  god ;  whatever  becomes  the  fole  objeft  of 
our  thoughts,  of  our  defires,  of  our  afieClions,  of  our  fears 
and  hopes,  becomes  likewife  the  obje£l  of  our  worfiiip  ; 
and  our  gods  are  our  paffions,  to  which  we  facrifice  the 
true  God. 

t 

Now,  what  idols  of  this  kind  11  ill  femain  in  the  Chrifiian 
world  I  You,  that  unfortunate  creature,  to  whom  you  have 
proftituted  your  heart ;  to  whom  you  facrifice  your  wealth, 
your  fortune,  your  glory,  your  peace ;  and  from  whom' 
neither  religious  motives  nor  even  thofe  of  the  world  can' 
detach  you,  that  is  your  idol :  and  what  lefs  is  (he  than 
your  divinity,  fince,  in  your  madnefs,  you  do  not  refufd 
her  even  the  name  ?  You  that  court  that  fortune  which 
engrofles  you,  to  which  you  devote  all  your  cares,  all  your 
exertions,  all  your  movements,  in  fhort,  your  whole  Tout, 
mind,  will,  and  life,  that  is  your  idol ;  and  what  criminal 
homage  do  you  refufe  from  the  moment  that  it  is  exaCled 
oi  you,  and  that  it  may  become  the  price  of  its  favour  7 
You,  that  (hameful  intemperance,  which  debafes  your  namef 
and  birth  ;  which  no  longer  accords  even  with  our  man- 
nen ;  which  has  drowned  and  befotted  all  your  talents  in 
the  excefTes  of  wine  and  debauchery  ;  which,  by  render- 
ing you  callous  to  every  thing  elfe,  leaves  you  neither  rel- 
ifli  nor  feeling  but  for  the  brutal  pleafures  of  the  table, 
that  is  your  idol :  you  think  that  yon  live  only  in  thofe 
moments  given  to  it ;  and  your  heart  renders  more  homage 
to  that  infamous  and  abjed  god  than  your  defpicable  and 
profane  fongs.  The  paf&ons  formerly  made  the  gods ;  and 
Jefus  Chrift  hathdeftroyed  thefe  idols  only  by  deftroying  the 
paflions  which  had  raifed  them  up  :  you  exalt  them  again, 
by  reviving  ^1  the  paflions  which  had  rendered  the  whole 

world 


world  idohtrous.  And  what  matters  it  to  know  ^f^glegod^ 
ijt  you  elfewbere  befiow  your  hpmagei  ?  Wprfhip  is  in  the 
(can  ;  and  it  the  true  God  be  not  the  God  of  your  he^rt^ 
jou  place,  like  the  pagans^  vile  creatures  io  his  place,  ao^ 
jou  render  not  to  him  that  glory  which  ia  bit  dHC» 

Thus  Jefus  Chrift  doth  not  con&ne  himfelf  to  manifefttn^ 
the  name  of  his  Father  to  men,  and  to  eftablilhing,  on  the 
miqs  of  idols,  the  knowledge  of  the  tirue  God*  He  raif- 
cfb  up  worlbippers,  who  reckon  external  homages  as  aoth^ 
ing,  unlefs  animated  and  fan£lified  by  love ;  and  who 
llpall  confider  mercy,  juilicet  and  holtne/sc  as  the  ofierings 
mottt  worthy  of  God,  and  the  molt  fhiniag  attendants  of 
tbeir  woribip:  fecoad  bleffing  from  ^e  birth  ^f  Jefua 
CTbrtft,  and  fecond  (qrt  of  glory  wbi^  be  fendera  tQ  bia . 
Tether. 

• 

In  effe£l,  God  was  known^  -fays  the  prophet,  in  Judea  % 
Jerufalem  beheld  no  idols  in  the  public  places,  ufurping  the 
homages  due  to  the  God  of  Abraham  ;  "  there  was  neithef 
**  iniquity  in  Jacob,  nor  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael  :*'  that  fingle 
portion  of  the  earth  was  free  from  the  general  contagion* 
But  the  magnificence  of  its  temple,  the  pomp  of  jts  facri? 
fices,  the  fplendour  of  its  folemnities,  the  exaQitude  of  ita 
lawful  obfervances,  conftituted  the  whole  merit  of  its  wor* 
Slip ;  all  religion  was  confined  to  thefe  external  duties*  Its 
morals  were  not  lefs  criminal :  Injuftice,  fraud,  falfehod, 
adultery,  every  vice  fubfifted,  and  were  even  countenanced 
by  thefe  vain  appearances  of  worfliip  :  God  was  honoured 
from  the  lips  ;  but  the  heart  of  that  ungrateful  people  was 
ever  diilant  from  him* 

4 

Jefus  Chrift  comes  to  open  the  eyes  of  Judea  on  an  error 

b  grofs,  lb  ancient,  wd  fo  injurioos  to  bit  Father^    H^ 

comes. 
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trofjierto  iufbrm  thAn,  that  man  naay  be  Tatisiied  with  enl 
ternalii  alone,  but  that  God  regards  only  the  heart ;  that 
every  outward  homage  whieh  withholds  it  from  him,  is  aA 
mfult  and  an  hypocrily,  rather  than  a  troe  worfliip  ;  that  it 
matters  little  to  purify  the  external,  if  the  into^nal  be  fuH 
of  infe£lionand  putrefadion  ;  and  that  God  is  truly  wai^ 
(hipped  only  by  loving  him.  ; 

'  But,  Aiasi  ifay  brethren,  is  this  miftake,  fo  vretc6ed 
and  ia  often  reproached  to  the  fynagogue  by  J^fus  ChriC^ 
ifot  AiH  the  error  of  the  majority  of  us  7  To  what,  in  fafii 
fs  the  whole  of  our  wcNr Aip  reduced  ?  To  fowt  external 
ceremofiltes ;  to  fuifilling  certain  pubKc  ditties  prefcribel 
by  the  law  ;  and  ^ven  this  is  the  religion  of  Ihe  moft  m4 
fpeAahle.  They  come  to  affift  in  the  holy  mylteries  ;  tfacf 
do  not,  without  fcnipie,  depart  from  the  Isfws  df  the  church  j 
they  repeat  fottie  prayers  which  cuAom  has  eonfecVaied  % 
t\ay  'go  tbfCMigh  the  'fofetnniti^,  and  incteafe  the  crowd 
which  rods  to  Our  tettiples  :  behold  the  whofe.  But  aMi 
fhey,  in  confequence,  more  detached  from  (he  world,  atidi 
hxym  its  critTiinal  pleafttfes  ?  'Lefyoecupied  with  the  cares  ol 
a  vain  dr^,  or  6i  fort  tine?  More  inclined' to  break  ofm 
ffrifnnial  enga^hieht,  or  to  fly  opportunities  which  have  faJ 
off  4^n  been  ai  rock  to'their  innocence  ?  Do  they  bring  to  ihefe 
external  pridices  of  religion,  a  pure  heart,  a  lively  faith,  a 
guilelefs  charity  ?  All  their  paflions  fubmit  anlid  all  thefe  nN 
IlgiOus  Works,  which  are  given  to  cuftom  rather  than  religion^ 

And  remark,  I  pray  you,  my  brethren,  that  they  wouKI 
liOt  dare  to  difpenfe  themfelves  altogether  from  them ;  t^ 
live,  like  impious,  without  any  profeiSon  of  worfhip,  anA 
without  (ulfilling  at  leaft  fome  of  its  public  duties :  They 
would  confider  themfetves  as  anathematifed,  and  worthy 
of  the  thunder  of  beiwen.  And  yet  they  dare  to  fully  thtfm 
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holy  duties  by  the  moll  criminal  mannas !  And  yet  they 
.do  not  view  them  themfelves  with  horror,  while  rendering 
nfelefs  thefe  fuperficial  remains  of  religion,  by  a  Hie  which 
religion  condemns  and  abhors !  And  they  dread  not  the 
^rath  ot  God,  in  continuing  crimes  which  attraS  it  on 
our  heads,  and  in  limitting  all  thai  is  his  due  to  vain  homa- 
ges which  infult  him ! 

)    Neverthelefs,  as  I  have  already  faid,  of  all  the  worldly 
jthefe  are  the  moft  prudent,  and,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world* 
the  moft  regular.    .They  have  hot  yet  thrown  off  the  yoke, 
Jike  fo  many  others  ;  they  do  not  arrogate  to  themfelves  a 
fhocking  glory  in  not  believing  in  God ;  they  blafpheme 
not  what  they,  do  not  know  ;  they  do  not  conGder  religion 
sta  mockery  and  a  human  invention;  they  ftill  Wifli  to 
hold  to  it  by  fome  externals ;  but  they  hold  not  to  it  by  the 
heart ;  but  they  dilhonour  it  by  their  irregularities ;  but 
they  are  not  Chriftians  but  in  name.     Thus,  even  in  a 
greater  degree  than   formerly  under  the   fynagogue,  the 
magnificent  externals  of  religion  fubfift  among  us,  along 
with  a  more  profound  and  more  general  depravity  of  man- 
ners than  ever  the  prophets  reproached  to  the  obftinacy  and 
hypocrify  of  the  Jews  :  thus,  that  religion,  in  which  we 
glory,  is  no  longer,  to  the  greateft  number  o(  believers, 
but  a  fuperficial  worlhip  :  thus,  that  new  covenant  which 
ought  to  be  written  only  in  the  heart ;  that  law  ot  fpirit 
and  life,  which  ought  to  render  men  wholly  fpiritual ;  that 
inward  worfhip,  which  ought  to  have  given  to  God  wor- 
.fhippers  in   fpirit  and  in  truth,  has  given  him  only  phan- 
toms, only   fiflitious   adorers ;  the  mere  appearances  of 
worfhip ;  in  a  word,  but  a  people  ftill  Jewifh,  which  hon- 
ours him  from  the  lips,  but  whofe  corrupted  heart,  ftained 
with  a  thoufand  crimes,  chained  by  a  thoufand  iniquitous 
paflions,  is  always  far  diftant  from  him» 

^    '  Behold 


Bdiold  the  fecottd  Ueflihg,  oF  the  biith  e(  Jtlm  Chrift^. 
in  which  we  have  np  {Hirt.  He  comes  to  aboliih  a  woiAip 
wholly  external,  w]|ich  was  confined  to  facrifices  of  ani- 
mals and  lawful  ceronoDies,  and  which,  in  not  rendering 
to  God  the  homage  of  oar  love,  alone  capable  ot  glorifying, 
him,  rendered  not  to  him  that  glory  which  is  his  due  :  ia 
place  of  thefe  appearances  of  religion,  he  comes  to  fubfti- 
iltutea  law  which  ought  to  be  fuUilled  wholly  in  the  heart ; 
a  woHhip  of  which  the*  kyve  of  his  Father  ought  to  be  the 
firft  and  the  principal  homage.  Nevertbeleb,  this  hotjr 
worihip,  this  new  precept,  this  facred  truft,  vfhkh  he  hatb 
confided  to  us,  has  miCerably  degenerated  in  our  hands; 
we  have  turned  it  into  ^  worfliip  wholly  pbarifaical,  in 
which  the  heart  has  no  .part;  which  has  no  influence  in 
changing  our  irregular  propenfities  ;  which  has  no  e(Ie£t 
upon  our'manners,  and  Which  only  renders  us  fo  much  the 
more  crifflinal»  as  we  abufe  the  bleffing  which  ought  to 
wa(h  out. ^nd  purity aU  ottrcrimeii. 

-  Iaftly»  Men  had  likewific.  wi(hed  4o  ravifii  -from  God  the 
glory  of  bis  providcnpc  and  of  his  etern^  wifdom.  Phi« 
lofophers,  ftruckwiUttbcahrurdity  oi  a  worfliip  which  muU 
tipliedgods  to  infinity,  and  forced,  by  the  fole  lights  of  rea« 
fon,  to  acknowledge  one  fole  Supreme  Being,  disfigured 
the  nature  of  that  Being  by  a  thouland  abfurd  opinions* 
Some  figured  to  tbemfelves  an  indolent  god  ;  retired  within 
himfelf ;  in  full  pofleflion  of  his  owjn  happinefs ;  difdain* 
ing  to  abafe  himfelf  by  paying  attention  to  what  pafTes  on 
tb(^  earth  ;  reckoning  as  nothing  lAen  whom  he  had  created  ; 
equally  infenfible  to  their  vinues  as  to  their  vices ;  and 
leaving  wholly  to  chanc<  the  courfe  of  ages  and  feafons, 
the  revolution  of  empires,  the  lot  of  each  individual,  the 
whole  machine  of  this  vaft  univerfe,  and  the  whole  difpenfa*' 
tion  of  human  things.  Others  fubje£led  him  to  a  fatal  chaiti 
Vol.  II.  N  n       •  of 
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of  eventi ;  tbey  made  him  a  god  wiihout  liberty  and  witb- 
out  power ;  and  while  ihey  regarded  him  as  the  matter  of 
men,  they  believed  him  to  be  the,flave  of  deftiny.  The  er- 
rors of  n^fon  were  then  the  only  rule  of  religion,  and  of 
tbe  belief  ot  thofe  who  weve  -confidered  as  «ven  the  wifeft 
and  moft  enlightened. 

Jefus  Chrift  comes  to  reftore  to  his  Father  that  glory  of 
which  the  vain  reafonings  of  phitofophy  had  deprived  him* 
He  comes  to  teach  to  men  that  faith  is  the  fource  of  feme 
lights  ;  and  that  the  facrifices  of  reafonis  the  firft  ftep  of 
Chriftian  phitofophy.  Hecomes  to£x  uncertainty,  by  in- 
ftruSing  us  in  what  we  ought  to  know  of  the  Supreme  Be« 
ing,  and  what,  with  regard  to  bim,  we  ought  not  to  know% 


It  was  not,  in  effeft,  fufficient  that  men,  in  order  to  ren« 
der  glory  to  God,  fliould  make  a  fatrifice  to  him  of  their 
life,  as  to  the  author  of  their  being,  and  fiiould,  by  that 
avowal,  acknowledge  the  impiety  of  idolatry  ;  that  they 
fliould  make  a  facrifice  to  him  of  their  love  and  of  their 
heart,  as  to  their  fovereign  felicity,  and  thereby  proclaim 
the  infufficiency  and  the  inutility  of  the  external  and  phar« 
ifaical  worfhip  of  the  fynagogue ;  it  was  likewife  required, 
that  to  him  they  fliould  facrifice  their  reafon,  as  to  their 
wifdom  and  to  their  eternal  truth,  and  4hus  be  -undeceived 
with  regard  to  the  vain  relearches  and  the^conceited  know- 
ledge ot  philofophers. 

Now,  the  fole  birth  of  a  Man-God,  the  ineffable  union 
of  our  nature  with  a  divine  perfon,  difconcerts  all  human 
reafon;  and  this  incomprehenfible  myflery,  held  out  to 
men  as  their  whole  knowledge,  their  whole  truth,  their 
whole  pbilofophy,  their  whole  religion,  at  once  makea 
them  feel,  that  the  truth,  which  they  hitherto  had  in  vain 

fought. 
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Ibught,  mufi  be*  fonght ^^  not  by  vain^cfibrts,  but  by  the  fa- 
crifice  of  retfon  andtof*  our.  feeble  lights^ 

But,  alas  !*  where- among  u»  are  believers  who  ipaLe  a 
thorough  facrifice  of  their  veafoo'  to  faith ;  and  who,  re- 
je£ling  their  own  lights,  humble  their  eyes,  ia,a  refpcSful 
and  filent  adoration^  before  the  majeftic  impenetrability  of 
religion  ?  I  Fpeak  not  of  thofe  impious,  fiiil  to  be  found 
among  us,  who  deny  a  God,  Ah  1  we  muft  leave  them  to 
the  horror  and  the  indignation  of  the  whole  univerfe  which 
knows  a  divinity,  and  which  woribips  him  ;  or  rather  leave 
them  to  the  horror  of  their  own  confcience,  which  inward- 
ly invokes  and  calls  upon  him  in  fpiteof  themfelves,  while 
outwardly  they  axe  glorifying  themfcLves  in  prjofefling  not 
to  know  binu 

I  fpeak  of  the*  majority  of  believers,  who  have  an  idea 
•f  the  divinity,  almoft  equally  falfe  and  equally  human,  as 
bad  formerly  the  pagan  pbilofophers  ;  who  conGder  him  as 
nothing  in  all  the  accidents  ot  life;  who  live  as  if  chance 
or  the  caprice  of  men  determined  all  things  here  below  ; 
and  who  acknowledge  good«luck  and.  bad-luck  as  the  two 
fole  divinities  which  govern  the  world,  and  which  prefide 
over  every  thing  relative  to  the  earth*  I  fpeak  of  thofe 
nen  of  little  faith  who,,  far  from  adoring  the  fecrecies  of 
futurity  in  the  profound  and  impenetrable  councils  of  pro. 
videnccj  ga  to  fearch  for  them  in  ridiculous  and  childifli 
prophecies  ;  attribute  to  man  a  knowledge  which  God  bath 
folely  referved  to  himfelf ;  with  a  fenfelefs  belief  await, 
from  the  dreams  of  a  falfe  prophet,  evenu  and  revolutions 
which  are  to  decide  the  defliny  of  nations  and  empires  r 
found  thereupon  vain  hopes  for  themfelves,  and  renew 
either  the  folly  of  pagan  augurs  and  foothfayers,  or  the  inu 
f  iety  of  the  gjrtbonefs  of  Saul|  aiuL  of  the  oracles  of  Del- 
phi 


• 

phi  and  Dodona.  I  fpcak  of  thofe  who  wtA  to  penetrate 
into  the  eternal  ways  of  God  on  our  lou ;  and  who,  beii^ 
unable,  by  the  fole  powers  ot  reafon,  to  folve  the  infur- 
nountable  difficuhies  of  the  myftcries  of  grace  with  re- 
gard to  the  falvation  ot  iBen,  far  from  crying  out  with  the 
apodle,  **  O.the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and 
^  knowledge  of  Cod !"  are  tempted  to  believe,  either  thai 
Cod  doth  not  interfere  in  our  falvation ;  or,  it  he  do,  thai 
it  is  needlefs  for  us  to  interfere  in  it  oarfelves.  I  fpeak  o£ 
thofe  diflblute  charafiers  in  the  world,  who  always  find 
plaufible  and  convincing,  though,  in  fafi,  weak  and  fooHQi 
in  the  extreme,  whatever  unbelief  oppofes  to  Eiith ;  who 
are  ftaggered  by  the  firft  frivolous  doubt  propofed  by  the 
impious  ;  who  appear  as  if  they  would  be  delighted  that 
religion  were  falfe  ;  and  who  are  lefs  touched  with  that  ref* 
peQable  load  of  proofs  which  overpower  a  conceited  reafon 
and  its  truth,  than  with  a  fenfelefs  difcourfe  which  oppofes 
it,  in  which  there  is  generally  nothing  important  but  the 
boldnefs  of  the  impiety  and  of  the  blafpheroy.  Lafily,  I 
fpeak  of  many  believers  who  turn  over  to  the  people  the  be* 
lief  of  fo  many  wonderful  anions  which  the  hitiory  of  re* 
ligion  has  preferved  to  us;  who  feem  to  believe  that,  what* 
iever  is  above  the  power  of  man,  is  likewife  l>eyond  the 
power  ot  God  ;  and  who  refufe  credit  to  the  miracles  of 
a  religion  which  is  folely  founded  on  thenit  and  which  is  it* 
felf  the  greateft  of  all  miracles. 

Behold  how  we  ftill  fnatched  from  God  that  glory  which 
the  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift  had  rendered  to  him.  It  had 
taught  us  to  facriiice  our  own  lights  to  the  incomprehenfi- 
\)\c  myftery  of  his  manifeftation  in  our  flefli,  land  no  lon- 
ger to  live  but  by  faith  ;  it  had  fixed  the  uncertainties  of 
the  human  mind,  and  recalled  it  from  the  errors  and  the 
abyfs  in  which  reafon  had  plunged  it,  to  the  way  of  truth 

and 
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and  life,  and  w^  abandon  iti  and  even  under  the  empire  of 
hiih,  we  wifli  flill  lo  walk  as  ibrmerlj,. under  the  ftaodard% 
if  I  may  venture  ta  fpeak  in  this  manaeay  .oC  a  weak  xea* 
fon  :  the  myfieries  of  religion,  which  we  caaaot  compre* 
hend,  fkock  us ;  we  fufpefi,  we  xefomi  all ;  we  would 
have  God  to  think  like  nan.  Without  akogether  lofing 
our  faith,  we  fofier  it  (o  be  inwardljr  weakened ;  we  allo^f 
it  to  remain  inadive  :  and  it  i&  this  relaxation  of  faitk 
which  has  con^pted  our  mannet s  ;  multiplied  vices  ;  in- 
iamed  all  Hearts  with  a  love  of  things  prefent ;  extingiufli^ 
ed  the  love  of  richet  to  come ;  placed  troublet  hatred* 
and  diffention  among  believers,  and  e&cod  thoTe  origiaal 
marks  qf  innocence,  of  fan£lity,  and  of  charity,  which 
at  firft  had  rendered  Chriftianity  fo  refpeSaUe  even  to 
thofe  who  refuted  fubmiflion  tp  it.  But  not  only  doth  the 
birth  of  Jefus  Chriil  reftore  to  God  that  glory  of  which 
men  had  wiOied  to  deprive  him ;  it  likewife  reftores  to  men 
that  peace,  of  which  they  had  never  ceafed  to  deprive 
themfelves  :  "  And  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towardf 
«  men."  . 

Part  II.  An  univerfal  peace  reigned  throughout  tho 
nniverfe  when  Jefus  Chrift,  the  *'  Prince  of  Peace,'*  ap<% 
peared  on  the  earth  :  all  the  nations  fubje£k  to  the  Roman 
empire  peaceably  fupported  the  yoke  of  thofe  haughty 
mailers  of  the  world  :  Rome  herfelf,  after  civil  diflentione^ 
which  had  almoft  depopulated  her  wallst  filled  the  iflaoda 
and  deferts  with  her  profcribed,  and  bathed  Europe  and 
Afia  with  the  bloo>d  of  her  citizens,  breathed  from  the  hor- 
ror of  thefe  troubles,  and  reunited  under  the  authority  ol 
a  Cefar,  experienced  in  flavery,  a  peace  which  fhe  had 
never,  during  the  enjoyment  of  her  liberty,  been  able  to 
accoinpliih.. 

The 


'.  The  xmvrtdc  wa»  then  at  reft ;  bat  that  wia»  bqt  a  de« 
ceitful  calm*  Man,  the  prey  of  his  own  violent  and  ini- 
quitous paflions,  experienced  within  himfelf  the  moft  cru- 
el diffention  and  war :  far  from  God»  delivered  up  to  the 
agitations  and  frenzies  of  his  own  heart ;.  combatted  by 
the  multiplicity  and  the  eternal  contrariety  of  his  irregulai 
propenfities,  he  was  unable  to  find  peace,  becaufe  he  neves 
fought  it  but  in  the  fburce  of  ail  hi«  troubles  and  difquiets. 
Philofophers  made  a  boaft  of  being  able  to  beftow  it  on 
their  followers ;  but  that  univerfal  calm  of  the  pafEons 
which  they  gave  hopes  of  to  their  lage,  and  which  they  fa 
emphatically  announced,  might  fupprefs  their  fallies  ;  but 
it  left  the  whole  venom  in  their  heart.  It  was  a  peace  o£ 
pride  and  oftentation  ;  it  mafked  the  outward  man ;  but» 
under  that  malk  of  ceremony,  man  always  knew  himfelf  ta 
be  the  fame. 

Jefus  Chrift  comes  to*day  upon  the  esHth,  io  bring  that 
true  peace  to  men  which  the  world  had  never  hitherto  beea 
able  to  give  them*  He  comes  radically  to  cure  the  evil  ; 
his  divine  philofophy  is  not  confined  to  the  promulgation 
of  pompous  precepts,  which  might  be  agreeable  to  reafon, 
but  which  cured  not  the  wounds  of  the  heart ;  and,  a& 
pride,  voluptuoufnefs,  hatred,  and  revenge,  had  been  the 
fatal  fourccs  of  all  the  agitations  experienced  by  the  heart 
of  man,  he  comes  to  reftore  peace  to  him,  by  draining 
them  ofi**  through  liis  grace,  bis  do£lrine,.and  his  example. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  I  fay  that  pride  had  been  the  original 
iburce  of  all  the  troubles  which  tore  the  heart  of  men.. 
What  wars,  what  frenzies,  had  that  fatal  palGon  not  lighted 
vpon  the  earth  ?  With  what  torrents  of  blood  had  it  not 
inundated  the  univerfe  ?  And  what  is  the  hiilory  of  nations. 

and 


^o&  cBRisniAS  wlYm  yif 

mod  of  empires,  of  princes  and  of  conqueron;  of  tvtry 
age  and  people,  but  the  hiftory  of  thofe  calamities  with 
which  pride  from  the  beginning  had  affiled  men  ?  The 
entire  world  was  bat  a  gloomy  theatre,  upon  which  that 
haughty  and  fenfelefs  paffion  every  day  exhibited  the  moft 
bloody  fcenes.  But  the  external  operations  were  but  a 
faint  image  of  the  troubles  which  the  proud  man  innrardly 
experienced.  Ambition  was  a  virtue:  moderation  was 
looked  upon  as  meannefs :  an  individual  overthrew  his  coun* 
try,  overturned  the  laws  and  cufloms,  rendered  millions 
miferable,  in  order  to  ufurp  the  firft  place  among  bis  fel- 
low-citizens ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  guilt  enfured  him 
every  homage ;  and  his  name  ftained  with  the  blood  of  his 
brethren,  acquired  only  additional  lufire  in  the  public  an- 
nals which  preferved  its  memory  ;  and  a  profperous  villain 
became  the  grandeft  chara£ler  of  his  age. ,  That  paffion^ 
defcending  among  the  crowd,  became  lefs  ftriking ;  but  it 
was  neither  lefs  animated  nor  furious :  theobfcure  was  not 
more  at  his  eafe  than  the  public  man  :  each  wilhed  to  car-^ 
ry  off  the  prize  from  his  equals :  the  orator,  the  philofo* 
pher,  wrangled  for,  and  tore  from  each  other  that  glory, 
which,  in  fa£l,  was  the  tole  end  of  all  their  toils  and  watch- 
ings ;  and,  as  the  deGres  of  pride  are  infatiable,  man,  to 
whom  it  was  then  honourable  totally  to  yield  himfelf  up  to 
it,  being  unable  to  reft  in  any  degree  of  elevation,  was 
likewife  incapable  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  Pride,  be- 
come the  fole  fource  of  human  honour  and  glory,  was  like- 
wife  become  the  fatal  rock  of  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of 
men. 

The  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  correfiing  the  world  of 
this  error,  re-efiabliQies  on  the  earth  that  peace  which 
pride  had  banifhed  from  it.  He  might  have  manitefted 
liimfelf  to  ^len,  with  all  the  marks  of  fplendour  whi^h 

the 


the  propheii  aaributed  to  him :  benight  haveafiisimditht 
J^dipous  titieiof  conqoerorof  Jixlah,  of  ,lc^ilator  oi  thm 
)>eopIe,  of  deliverer  of  Ifrael ;  Jerufalem,  ia  tfaofegioriA 
IMS  marks,  would  have  recognifed  him  whom  Die  awaited; 
<  liat  Jerufalein,  in  tbefe  titles,  law  only  a  human  glory ; 
mnd  Jefus  Chrift  comes  to  undecdve,  and  to  teach  heiv 
that  fuch  glory  is  nothing ;  that  fuch  \n  expe3ation  had 
been  unworthy  of  the  oracles  of  fo  many  prophets  who  had 
announced  him ;  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  infpired 
them,  could  hold  out  only  holinefs  and  eternal  riches  to 
'flflen ;  that  all  other  riches,  far  firom  rendering  them  happy, 
only  increafed  their  evils  and  crimes ;  and  that  his  vifible 
tniniftry  was  to  correfpond  with  the  fpiendid  pn>mife8« 
which  had,  for  fo  many  ages,  announced  him,  only  by 
^etng  wholly  fpiritual,  and  that  he  fliould  intend  only  the 
iklvation  of  ^  mcA, 

w 

Thus,  he  is  born  at  Bethlehem,  in  a  poor  and  abjeft 
ftate ;  without  external  ftate  or  fplendour,  he  whofe  birth 
the  fongs  bi  all  the  arftiies  of  heaven  then  celebrated; 
without  title  which  might  diftingurfli  him -in  the  eyes  of 
men,  he  who  was  exalted  above  all  principality  or  power ; 
he  fufTers  his  name  to  be  written  down  among  thofe  of  the 
obfcureft  fubjefis  of  Cefar ;  he  whofe  name  was  above  ail 
other  name,  and  who  alone  had  the  right  of  writing  down 
the  names  of  his  chofen  in  the  book  of  eternity ;  vulgar 
and  fimple  (hepherds  alone  came  to  pay  him  homage  ;  he, 
before  whom  whatever  is  mighty  on  the  earth,  in  heaven, 
and  in  hell,  ought  to  bend  the  knee  ;  lafily,  whatever  can 
coniound  human  pride  is  aflemblcd  at  the  fpe£lacle  of  his 
birth.  If  titles,  rank,  or  profperity  had  been  able  to  ren« 
der  us  happy  here  below,  and  to  (hed  peace  through  our 
heart,  Jefus  Cbrill  would  have  made  his  appearance 
clothed  in  them,  and  would  have  brought  all  thefe  richet. 

to 
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to  his  difciples ;  but  he^brings  peace  to  us  only'by  holding 
them  in  contempt,  and  by  teaching  us  to  hold  them  equal* 
ly  in  contempt :  he  comes  to  render  us  happy,  only  by 
coming  to  fupprefs  defires  which  hitherto  had  occafioned 
all  our  difquiets  :  he  comes  to  point  out  to  us  more  folid 
and  more  durable  riches,  alone  capable  of  calming  our 
hearts,  of  filling  our  defires,  of  eafing  our  troubles:  riches 
of  which  man  cannot  deprive  us,  and  which  require  onl/ 
to  be  loved  and  to  be  wUh^for,  to  be  aflured  of  poiTefling 
them. 

♦ 

Neverthelefs,  who  taffies  of  this  blefled  peace  ?  Wars, 
troubles,    frenzies,   are  they  more  rare'fince  his   birth? 
Are  thofe  empires  and  dates  which  worfliip  him,'  in  confe- 
quence  more  peaceful  ?  Does  that  pride  which  he  came  to 
deftroy  occafion  lefs   commotion  and  confufion  among 
men  ?  Alas  1    Seek   among  Chriflians   that  peace   which 
ought  to  be  their  inheritance,  and  where  fhall  you  find  it  ? 
Jn  cities  ?  Pride  fets  every  thing  there  in  motion  ;  every 
o^e  wiihes  to  foar  above  the  rank  of  his  anceftors  :  an  in- 
dividual, exalted   by  fortune,  deflroys   the  happinefs  o£ 
thoufands  who  walks  in  his  fteps,  without  being  able  to 
attain  the  fame  point  of  profperity.     In  the  circle  of  do>« 
sneftic  walls  ?  They  conceal  only  dillrefles  and  cares  :  and 
the  father  of  the  family,  folely  occupied  with  the  advance- 
ment rather  than  the  Chrifiian  education  of  his  offspring, 
leaves  to  them,  for  inheritance,  his  agitations  and  difquiets, 
which  they,  in  their  turn,  fhall  one  day  tranfmit  to  their 
decendants.     In  the  palaces  of  kings  7  But,  there  it  is  tliat 
a  law  lefs  and  boundlefs  ambition  gnaws,  devours  every 
heart ;  it  is  there  that,  under  the  fpecious  ma(k  of  joy  and 
tranquillity,  the  mod  violent  and  the  bittereft  paflions  are 
nouriOied;  it  is  there  that  happinefs  apparently  refidea,  and 
yet  where  pride  occafioos  the  greateA  number  of  difcon« 
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tented  and  miferable.  In  tbe  fanElaary  ?  Afas !  there 
ought  furely  to  be  fonnd  an  afyiutn  of  peace ;  but  ambi* 
tion  pervades  even  the  holy  place ;  the  efforts  there  afe 
>nore  to  raife  themfelves  above  their  brethren,  than  to  ren- 
der tbemrelves  ufeful  to  them ;  the  holy  dignities  of  th6 
church  become,  like  thofe  of  the  age,  the  reWard  of  in- 
trigue  and  caballing ;  the  religious  circumfpefiion  of  the 
prince  cannot  put  a  ftop  to  foHcitations  ^rld  private  in* 
trigues ;  we  there  fee  tbe  fame  inveteracy  in  rivaifhips,  lh6 
fame  forrow  in  confequence  of  neg]e6^,  the  fame  jealoufy 
\ '  towards  thofe  who  are  preferred  to  us  :  a  minifiry  is  boidly 
.  canvafled  for,  which  ought  to  be  accepted  otily  with  fear 
ind  trembling :  they  feat  themfelve  in  the  temple  of  God, 
though  placed  there  by  other  hands  than  his  :  they  head 
the  flock  without  his  confent  to  whom  it  belongs,  and 
without  his  having  faid,  as  to  Peter,  "Feed  rhy  flieep ;" 
and,  as  they  have  taken  the  charge  without  call  and  with- 
out ability,  the  flock  are  led  without  edification  and  with- 
out fruit,  alas  !  and  often  with  fhame.  O  peace  of  Jefus 
Ghrift  !  which  furpaffeft  all  fenfe,  fole  remedy  igainft  the 
troubles  which  pride  incefTantly  excites  in  our  hearts,  who 
ihall  then  be  able  to  give  thee  to  man  ? 

But,  fecondty,  if  the  difquiets  of  pride  had  banifhed 
peace  from  the  earth,  the  impure  defires  of  the  Helh  had 
not  given  rife  to  fewer  troubles.  Man  forgetting  the  ex- 
cellency of  his  nature,  and  the  fanflity  of  his  origin,  gave 
himfelf  up,  like  the  beafis,  without  fcruple,  to  the  im- 
petuofity  of  that  brutal  inflin£l.  Finding  it  the  moR  vio> 
lent  and  the  mod  univerfal  of  his  propenfities,  he  believed 
it  to  be  alfo  the  moil  innocent  and  the  moft  lawful.  In 
order  flill  more  to  authorife  it,  he  made  it  part  of  his  wor- 
fhip,  and  formed  to  himfelf  impure  gods,  in  whofe  tem- 
ples that  infamous  vice  U^came  the  only  homage  which  did 
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iiohotur  to  tbdr  adtars :  even  a  phibfopher,  in  other  ref* 
pefis  the  wifeft  of  pagans^  dreeing  that  marriage  fliould 
put  a  kind  of  check  on  that  deplorable  paffion^  had  wiih* 
ed  to  abolifb  that  facred  bond ;  to  permit  among  men,  ai' 
among  animals*  a  brutal  confuGon,  and  only  multiply  the 
human  race  through  crimes*  The  more  that  vice  became 
general,  the  more  it  loft  the  name  of  vice ;  and,  neverthe- 
lefSf  what  a  deluge  of  miferies  had  it  not  poured  out  upon 
the  earth  ?  With  what  fury  bad  it  not  been  feen  to  arm  peo- 
ple againft  people ;  kings  againft  kings  ^  blood  againft 
blood ;  brethren  againft  brethren ;  every  where  carrying 
trouble  and  carnage,  and  (baking  the  whole  univerfe  ?  Ru- 
ins of  cities,  wrecks  of*  the  moft  flourifliing  empires, 
iceptres  and  crowns  overthrown,  became  the  public  and 
gloomy  monuments  which  every  age  reared  up,  in  order, 
it  would  feem,  tapreferve,  to  following  ages,  the  remem- 
brance and  the  fatal  tradiiton  of  thofe  calamities  with  which 
that  vice  had  affli£led  the  human  race*  It  became  itfelf 
an  inexhaufiible  fource  of  troubles,  and  anxietiesto  the  man 
who  then  gave  bimfeK  up  to  a  boUndlefs  gratification  ot  it ; 
■it  held  out  peace  and  pleafure ;  butjealoufy,  excefs*  fren- 
zy, difgufi,  iBconflancy,  and  black  chagrin,  continually 
walked  in  its  fteps :  till  then«  that  the  laws,  the  religion, 
and  the  common  example  authorifing  it,  the  fole  love  of 
cafe,  even  in  thefe  ages  of  darknefs  and  corruption,  kept 
kcc  from  it  a  fmall  number  of  fages* 

But  that  motive  was  too  feeble  to  check  its  impetuous 
courfe,  and  to  extinguifli  its  fires  in  the  heart  of  men  :  jt 
more  powerful  remedy  was  required :  and  that  is,  the  birth 
oi  the  Deliverer,  who  comes  to  draw  men  out  of  that  abyb 
of  corruption,  in  order  to  render  them  pure  and  without 
flain  ;  to  break  afunder  thofe  (haroeful  bonds,  and  to  give 
peace  to  tixix  hearts*,  by  reflori^g.  to  them  that  freedom 

and 
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ud  iniiocence  of  which'  the  flavery  md  tynnaf  of  that 
vice  haA  deprived  them.  ^  He  is  born  of  a  virgin-mother, 
wd  the  pureft  of  all  created  beings : .  he  ibenby  gives  efti«r 
'nation  and  honour  to  a  virtue  unknown  to  the  world,  and 
which  even  his  people  confidered  as  a  reproach.  Befides, 
in  uniting  hi«felf  with  us,  he  becomes  our  head;  incor« 
pontes  us  with  himlelf ;  makes  us  to  become  members  of 
lus  myftical  body ;  of  that  body  which  no  longer  receives 
life  and  influence  but  from  him ;  ot.that  body  whofeevery 
sniniftry  is  holy ;  which  is  to  be  feated  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  living  God,  and  to  glorify  him  for  ever. 

.  Behold,  my  brethren,  to  what  height  of  honour  Jefos 
Chrift,  in  this  myftery,  exalu  our  flefli ;  he  makes  of  it 
the  temple  of  God ;,  the  fanAuary  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  the 
portiop  of  a  body  in  which  the  fulnefs  of  the  divinity  le- 
fides ;  the  objefl  of  the  kindnefsand  the  love  of  his  Father. 
But  do  we  not  ftill  profane  this  holy  temple  ?  Ob  we  not 
jlill  turn  to  (hame  the  members  of  Jcfus  Chrift  ?  Do  we, 
in  a  higher  degree,  refp#|l  our  flefh,  fince  it  ia  ^become  a 
holy  portion  of  his  myftical  body  ?  Does  ths^  Ihamef  ul 
paflion  not  ftill  exercife  the  fame  tyranny  over  Chriftians, 
that  is  to  fay,  over  the  children  of  fan£lity  and  liberty  P 
Does  it  not  ftill  difturb  the  peace  of  the  univerfe,  the  tranquil- 
lity of  empires,  the  harmony  of  families,  the  order  of  fo- 
ciety,  the  confidence  of  marriage,  the  innocence  of  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  the  lot  of  every  individual  ?  Are  not  the  moft 
tragical  fpe£lacles  ftill  every  day  fumiOied  to  the  world  by 
it  ?  Does  it  refpeft  the  moft  facred  ties  and  the  moft  ref- 
pefiable  cbara£ler  ?  Does  it  not  reckon  as  nothing  every 
duty  ?  Does  it  pay  attention  even  to  decency  ?  And  does 
it  not  turn  all  fociety  into  a  frightful  confufion,  where  cuf- 
tom  has  effaced  every  rule  ?  Even  you,  who  lifien  to  me, 
from  whence  have  ariien  all  the  miferies  and  unhappinefles 
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of  your  life,  is  it  not  from  that  deplorable  paflion  ?  Is  it 
not  that  which  has  overturned  your  fortune ;  which  has 
jcaft  trouble  and  diflention  through  the  heart  of  your  farni* 
]y ;  which  has  fwallowed  up  the  patrimony  of  your  fa- 
thers ;  which  has  diflionoured  your  name ;  which  has  ru* 
ined  your  health,  and  now  makes  you  to  dragon  a  gloomy 
and  difgraceful  life  on  the  earth  ?  Is  it  not,  at  leafi,  that 
which  afiualiy  rends  your  heart,  at  prefent  filled  with  it  ? 
What  goes  on  within  you  but  a  tumultuous  revolution  of 
fears,  defires,  jealoufies,  miilrufts,  difgufts,  and  frenzies  ? 
And  fmce  that  paflion  has  ftained  your  foul,  have  you  en* 
joyed  a  fmgle  moment  of  peace  ?  Let  Jefus  Chrift  again 
be  born  within  your  heart ;  he  alone  can  be  your  true 
peace:  chafe  from  it  the  impure  rpirits,'and  the  manfion 
of  your  foul  will  be  at  reft,  become  once  more  a  child  of 
grace;  innocence  is  the  only  fource  of  tranquillity. 

Laftly,  the  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift  reconciles  men  to  his 
Father ;  it  reunites  the  Gentile  and  the  Jew ;  it  deftroys 
all  thofe  hatcsful  diftinQions  ot  Greek  and  Barbarian,  of 
Roman  and  Scythian ;  it  extinguifhes  all  animofities  and 
hatreds ;  of  all  nations  it  makes  only  one  people;  of  all  his  dif« 
ciples,  only  one  heart  and  one  foul ;  laft  kind  of  peace  which 
it  brings  to  men.  Formerly  they  were  united  together,  nei- 
ther by  worOiip,  a  common  hope,  nor  by  the  new  covenant, 
which,  in  an  enemy,  holds  out  to  us  a  frien'S.  Thiey  con* 
fideredeach  other  almoft  as  creatures  of  adiflferent  fpecies  : 
the  diverfity  of  religions,  of  manners,  of  countries,  of  lan- 
guages, of  interefts,  had,  it  would  appear,  as  if  diverfi- 
fied  in  them  the  fame  nature  :  (carcely  did  they  recognife 
each  other  by  that  figure  of  humanity,  which  was  the  only 
fign  of  connexion  flill  remaining  to  them.  Like  wild 
beafls,  they  mutually  exterminated  each  other ;  they  cen- 
tered  their  glory  in  depopulating  the  lands  of  their  fellow- 
creatures. 


creatures,  and  in'  carrying'  in  triumph  their  bfoody  heacTs 
ift  the  fpiendid  memorials  of  their  Tiftories:  it  mighfc 
fcave  been  faid  that  they  held  their  exiftence  from  differ- 
ent irreconcilable  creators,  always  watchful  to  defiroy^ 
each  ether,  and  who  had  placed  them  here  below  only  to 
fevenge  their  quarrel,  and  to  terminate  their  difagreement 
by  the  general  extin£lion  of  one  of  the  two  parties ; 
€ver  difunited  man,  and  nothing  bound  them  together 
but  intereft  and  the  pafiions,  which  were  themfelves  the 
fole  fource  of  their  divifiofis  and  animofities* 

But  Jefus  Chrift  is  become  our  peace,  our  reconciliation^ 
the  corner-done  which  binds  and  unites  the  whole  fabric, 
the  living  head  which  unites  all  its  members,  and  makes  but 
one  body  of  the  whole.  Every  thing  knits  us  to  him ;  and 
whatever  knits  us  to  him  unites  us  to  each  other.  It  is  the 
iame  Spirit  which  animates  us,  the  fame  hope  which  fuf- 
tains  us,  the  fame  bofom  which  brings  us  fotth,  the  fame 
fold  which  alTembies  us,  and  the  fame  Shepherd  who  con. 
du£ls  us  ;  we  are  children  of  the  fame  Father,  inheritors 
of  the  fame  promifes,  citizens  of  the  fame  eternal  city,  and 
members  of  one  fame  body. 

Now,  my  brethren,  have  fo  many  facred  ties  been  fuc« 
cefsful  in  binding  us  together  ?  Chriftianity,  which  ought 
to  be  but  the  union  of  hearts,  the  tie  to  knit  believers 
to  each  other,  and  Jefus  Chrift  to  believers ;  and  which 
ought  to  reprefent  upon  the  earth  an  image  of  the  peace  of 
heaven  ;  Chriftianity  itfelf  is  no  longer  but  a  horrible  thea- 
tre of  troubles  and  diffentions  :  war  and  fury  feem  to  have 
eftablifhed  an  eternal  abode  among  Chrifiians  ;  religion  it- 
felf, which  ought  to  unite,  divides  them.  The  unbeliever, 
the  enemy  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  children  of  the  falfe  pro- 
phet, who  came  to  fpread  war  and  dcvaflation  through  men, 
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mrt  in  peace ;  and  the  children  of  peace*  >^nd  difciples  oC 
him  who,  this  day,  comes  to  bring  it  to  men,  have  their 
hands  continually  armed  with  fire  and  fword  againfi  each 
other!  Kings  rife  up  againft  kings;  nations  againft  na« 
lions ;  the  feas  which  (cparate  reunite  them  for  their  mutual 
deftru6lion ;  a  vile  morfel  of  ftone  arms  their  fury  and  re- 
^venge;  and  whole  nations  go  to  perithand  bury  therafelve^ 
under  its  walk,  in  conteftihg  to  whom  fliall  belong  its  ruins : 
the  earth  is  not  fufficiently  vaft  to  contain  them,  and  to  fiit 
ihem,  each  one  in  the  bounds  which  nature  herfelf  feems  td 
have  pointed  out  for  ftates  and  empires  ;  each  wiflies  ta» 
ufurp  from  his  neighbour  ;  and  a  miferable  field  of  battle^ 
vhicb  is  fcarcely  fufibrient  to  ferve  as  a  burial  place  iO 
^ofe  who  have  difputed  it,  becomes  the  priae  of  tbofe  riv- 
ers of.  blood  with  which'  it  is  ever  fiained.  O  divine  Re^ 
conciliator  of  men  i  return  then  once  more  upon  the  earthy 
(nee  the  peace  Iwhich  thoii  broughteft  to  it  at  thy  birth  ftill 
leaves  fo  nmfjy  wars  aiiid  fo  many  calamities  in  the  univerfe  I 

Nor  is  thif.aii :  that  circle  itfelf,  which  unites  us  under 
the  fame  lawl,  unites  not  hearts  and  afieflions ;  hatreds  and 
jealoufies  divide  citizens  equally  as  they  divide  nations ;  ^nU 
mofities  tre '  perpetuated  in  families,  and  fathers  tranfmii 
them  to  their  children^  as  an  accurfed  inheritance.  In  vain 
may  the  authority  of  the  prince  difarm  the  hand,  it  difarms 
not  the  heart ;  in  vain  may  the  fword  be  wrefted  from  them* 
with  the  fword  of  the  tongue  they  continue  a  thouiand 
times  more  cruel  to  pierce  their  enemy  ;  hatred,  under  the 
neceflity  of  confining  itfelf  within,  becomes  deeper  and 
more  rancorous,  and  to  forgive  is  looked  upon  as  a  diOion- 
ourable  weaknefs.  Oh !  my  brethren,  in  \'ain  then  hath 
Jefus  Chrift  defcended  upon  the  earth !  He  is  come  to 
bring  peace  to  us ;  he  hath  left  it  to  us  as  our  inheritance  ; 
nothing  hath  he  fo  firongly  recommended  to  us  as  that  ot 

loving 
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loving  each  other  ;  yet  Fellpwihip  and  peace  feem  as  if  ban- 
ilbed  from  among  us,  and  hatred  and  animolity  divide 
court,  city,  and  families  ;  and  thofe  whom  the  offices,  the 
interefls  of  the  (late,  decency,  itfelf,  and  blood  ought,  at 
lead,  to  unite,  tear,  defame,  would  wi(h  to  deftroy,  and  to 
exalt  themfelves  on  the  ruins  of  each  other :  and  religion 
which  (hews  us  our  brethren  even  in  our  enemies,  is  no  ^ 
longer  liftened  to ;  and  that  awful  threatening,  which  gives 
us  room  to  expe£l  the  fame  feverity  on  the  part  of  God 
which  we  (hall  have  (hewn  to  our  brethren,  no  longer 
touches  or  affe£ls  us  ;  and  all  thefe  motives,  fo  capable  of 
foftening  the  heart,  fUll  leave  it  filled  with  all  the  bitter-^ 
nefs  of  hatred.  We  tranquilly  live  in  this  frightful  ibte  : 
the  juftice  of  our  complaints  with  regard  to  our  enemiet» 
calms  us  on  thejnjuftice  of  our  hatred  and  of  our  rootled 
averfion  towards  them ;  and  if »  on  the  approach  of  death, 
we  apparently  hold  out  to  them  the  hand  of  reconciliation, 
it  is  not  that  we  love  them  more,  it  is  becaufe  the  expiring 
heart  hath  no  longer  the  force  to  fufiain  its  hatred,  that  al- 
xnoft  all  our  feelings  are  extingui(hed,  or,  at  leaft,  that  we 
are  no  longer  capable  of  feeling  any  thing  but  our  own 
weaknefs  and  our  approaching  di(rolution.  Let  us  then 
unite  ourfelves  to  the  newly  born  Jefus  Chrifi  ;  let  us  en- 
ter into  the  fpirit  of  that  myftery ;  with  him  let  us  render 
to  God  that  glory  which  is  his  due ;  it  is  the  only  mean  of 
refloring  to  ourfelves  that  peace,  of  which  our  paffions  have 
hitherto  deprived  us* 
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RUTH»  thu  Hgbl  of  Heaven  figured  by  the  fltr  which 
im  this  day  appaan  to  the  magi,  is  the  only  thing  hefe  bc-^ 
Idw  worthy  of  the  carea  and  the  refearchet  of  man*     II 
alone  is  tb^ Jigbt  of  .our  mind,  the  rule  of  oar  heart,  tho 
fource  of  (olid  joys,  tha  foundation  of  our  hopes*  the  coa- 
fbUtion  ot  -oor  fears,  the  alleviation  of  our  evils,  the  cura 
for  all  our  affli&ions  :  it  alone  is  the  refuge  of  the  good 
confcience,  and  the  terror  of  the  bad;  the  inward  punifli- 
nent  of  vice,  the  iotemat  recompenfe  of  virtue  3  it  alone 
iianiortaliCBS  thofe  who  have  bved  it,  and  renders  illuftrioua 
ihe  chains  of  thofe  who  fuBer  for  it,  attrafis  public  honours  to 
cfaeaflies  of  its  martyta  and  defenders,  and  bellows  refpeda- 
bility  on  the  abje£lion  and  the  poverty  of  thofe  who  have 
quiaed  alt  to  foUow  it :  laftly,  it  alone  infpires  magnanimous 
thoughts,  forms  heroical  men,  fouls  oi  whom  the  world  is 
unworthy,  fages  alone  worthy  of  that  name.    All  our  at- 
tentions ought  therefore  to  be  confined  to  know  it;  all  ouf 
ulentsto  manifeft  it ;  all  our  zeal  to  defend  it :  in  men  wt 
ought  then  to  look  only  tor  truth,  to  have  no  wi(h  of  plea« 
(jng  them  but  by  truth,  to^fteem  in  ibcm^OAly  triith,  and 
Vol.  II.  Pp  to 
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to  be  refolved  that  they  (hall  never  pleafe  us  but  by  it :  la 
a  word,  it  would  appear  that  it  Ihould  have  only  to  (hevr 
itfelf,  as  on  this  day  to  the  magi,  to  be  loved ;  and  that  it 
ibews  us  to  ourfelves  in  order  to  teach  us  to  know  oor* 
felves.  ^        t| 

Neverthelrfs,  it  is  afionifliing  what  different  impreflions 
the  fame  truth  makes  upon  men.  To  fome  it  is  a  light 
which  dire3s  the  fleps,  and,  in  pointing  out  their  duty« 
renders  it  amiable  to  them  :.  to  others  it  is  a  troublefome 
light,  and,  as  it  were,  a  kind  of  dazzling,  which  vexes 
and  fatigues  them  :  laftly,  to  many  it  is  a  chick  mid  whtck 
irrUates,  inflames  them  with  rage,  and  completes  their 
blindnefs.  It  is  the  fame  ftar  which,  on  this  day,  appears 
in  the  firmament :  the  magi  fee  it ;  the  priefts  oi  Jerulk* 
lem  know  that  it  is  foretold  in  the  prophets  ;  Herod  can 
no  lotiger  doubt  that  it  hath  appeared,  feeing  wife  men 
Come  from  the  extremities  of  the-eafi,  to  feek«^  guided  by 
its  light,  the  new  Kirtg  of  the  Jews.  Neverthelefs,  how 
diflimilar  are  the  difpofitions  with  which  they  receive  the 
fame  truth  manifelled  to  them. 

'  In  the  magi  it  finds  a  docile  and  fincere  heart :  in  the 
priefts,  a  heart  mean,  deceitful,  cowardly,  and  diilembling: 
in  Herod,  a  corrupted  and  hardened  heart.  Confequently, 
it  forms  worfhippers  inihemagi  ;  diflembiers  in  the  priefts  ; 
bnd  in  Herod  a  perfecutor.  Now,  my  brethren,  fuch  is 
Hill  at  prefent  among  us  the  lot  of  truth  :  it  is  a  celef- 
tial  light  which  is  ftiown  to  us,  fays  St.  Auguftin  :  bptfew 
receive  it,  many  hide  and  dim  it,  and  a  fiill  greater  num- 
ber contemn  and  perfecute  it :  it  (hews  itfelf  to  all ;  but 
how  many  indocile  fouls  who  reje£l  it  ?  How  many  mean 
and  cowardly  fouls  who  diffemble  it  ?  How  many  black^and 
hardened  hearts  who  opprcfs  and  perfecute  it  ?  Let  us  col- 
lea 
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]e£l  thefe  tliree  marked  chara£l:ers  in  our  gofpel,  which  ve 
to  in{lru6l  us  in  all  our  duties  relative  to  truth :  truth  rCi- 
ceived,  truth  diflembled,  truth  perfecuted.  Holy  Spirit^ 
Spirit  of  Truth,  deftroy  in  us  the  Fpirit  oi  the  world,  that 
fpirit  of  error,  of  dilipiulationi  of  hatred  agjsinft  the  trjith; 
and  in  this  holy  place  declined  to  tonm  minifters,  who  are 
to  announce  it  even  in  the  extremities.of  the  earth,  render 
us  wor-thy  of  loving  the  truth,  ot  nianifefting  it,to  thofc 
who  know  it  not,  and  of  fnfibring  all  for  its  fake*.  ' 

Fart  I.  I  call  truth  that  eternal  rule,. that  interual 
light  inceflantly  prefent  within  us>  which«  in  .every  a£liop, 
points  out  to  u«  what  we  ought,  and  what  we  ought  not  to 
'dt>;  which  enlightens  our  doubts ;  whi^hjudgcs  our  judg- 
ments ;  which  inwardly  condemns .  or  approves  us,  acr 
cordingly  as  our  behaviour  is  agreeable  or  contrary  to  its 
light ;  and  which,  in  certain  moments  more  fplendid  and 
bright,  more  evidently  points  out  to  us  the  way  in  which  we 
ought  to  walk,  and  is  figured  to  us  by  that  miraculous  tight 
which,  on  this.  day,.  condu£ls  the  magi  to  Jefus  Chriil. 

Now,  I  fay  that,  the  firftufc  which  we  ought  to  make 
of  truth  being  for  ourfelves,  the  ehurcb,  on  this  day,  pro- 
pofes  to  us,  in  the  condu£l  of  the  magi,  a  model  of  thofe 
difpofitions  which  alone  can  render  the  knowledge  ot  truth 
beneficial  and  falutary.  to  u^  There  are  few.  fouls,  how» 
ever  they  may  be  plunged  in  the  fenfes  and  in^the  paiTions, 
whofe  eyes  are  not,  at  times,  opened  upon  tlie  vanity  of 
the  interefis  they  purfue^  upon  the  grandeur  of  the  hopes 
which  they  facrifice,  and  upon  the  ignominy  of  the  life 
which  they  lead.  But,  alas}  their  eyes  are  opened  to 
the  light,,  only  to  be  clofed  again  in  an  inftant ;  and  the 
fole  fruit  which  they  reap,  from  the  fruit  which  is  vifible 
to,,  and  enlightens  them,  is  that  o£  adding  id  the  misfortune 

of 
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afterwirds.  known  it  in  vain. 

Some  confine  ihemfelvet  to  rain  feafoning^  npon  the 
light  which  ftrikesthem»  and  turnilruthinto  a  fubjeElof 
controverfy  and  vain  philofopby ;  othen»  with  minds  yet 
unfettlod,  wifli»  it  would  appear,  to  know  it;   biit  they 
feek  it  not  in  an  effe&ual  way,  becaufe  they  would,  at  bot- 
tom, be  heartily  forry  to  have  found  it :  bftly,  othen, 
more  tradable,  allow  themfelves  to  be  wrought  upon  by 
its  evidence ;  but,  difcouraged  by  the  difficulties  and  the 
felf-denials  which  it  prefents  to  them,  they  receive  it  not 
urith  that  delight  and  that  gratitude  which,  when  once 
known,  it  infpires.    And  behold  the  rocks,  which  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  fages  of  the  eaft  towards  that  light  of  Hea- 
ven, which  comes  to  ihew  new  routs  to  them,  teach  us  to 
ihun. 

Accuftomed,  in  confequence  of  a  public  profeffion  of 
wifdom  and  pbilofophy,  to  inveftigate  every  thing,  and  re- 
duce it  to  the  judgment  of  a  vain  reafon,  and  to  be  far 
above  all  popular  prejudices,  they  flop  not,  however,  be- 
fore commencing  their  journey  upon  the  celeftial  Hgbt,  to 
examine  if  the  appearance  ot  this  new  flar  might  not  be 
folved  by  natural  caufes  ;  they  do  not  afiemble  trora  every 
quarter  fcientific  men.  in  order  to  reafon  on  an  event  fo 
uncommon ;    they  facrifice  no  time  to  vain  difficulties, 
which  generally  arife,  more  from  the  repugnance  we  feel  to 
truth,  than  from  afincere  defire  of  enlightening  ourfelves, 
and  of  knowing  it.     Inftru£led  by  that  tradition  of  their  fa« 
thers  which  the  captive  Ifraelites  had  formerly  carried  into 
the  eafl,  and  which  Daniel  and  fo  many  other  prophets  had 
announced  tbeje,  relative  to  the  Star  of  Jacob  which  (hould 
•ne  day  appear,  the}',  at  once,  comprehended Jt,  that  the 
.  vain 
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tiin  reiledions of  t6e human inind havi^ no eonneAionwuh 
the  light  of  Heaven ;  that  the  portion  of  li|{ht  which  Heaven 
fhews  them  is  fui&cient  to  determine  and  to  condufi  them ; 
that  grace  always  feava  obfciirities  in  the  ways  to  which  it 
calls  us,  in  oriet  not  &  deprive  faith  61  the  merit  of  fub« 
miffion  ;  and  that,  whenever  we  are  fo  happy  as  to  catch 
a  fingle  gleam  of  truth,  the  uprightnefs  of  the  hean  ought 
tofupply  whatever  deficiency  may  yet  remain  in  the  evi* 
dence  ot  the  light. 

Keverthelefs,  how  many  fouls  in  the  w(>rkl«  wavering 
upon  faith,  or  rather  enflaved  by  palfions  which  render 
doubtful  to  them  that  truth  which  condemns  them  (  how 
many  fouls,  thus  floating,  clearly  fee»  that,  «t  bottons 
the  religion  of  our  fathers  hath  marks  of  truth  which  the 
mod  high-flown  and  proudeft  realbn  would  not  dare  to  dev 
ny  to  it ;  that  unbelief  leads  to  too  much;  that,  after  all,  W€ 
muft  hold  to-fomething;  and,  that  toul  unbelief  is  a  party 
fiill  more  incomprehenfible  to  reafon  than  the  myfleries 
which  fiiock  it ;  who  fee  it,  and  who  ftruggle,  by  endlefs 
difputes,  to  lull  that  worm  of  the  conference' which  infcef- 
fantly  rtoroaches  th^ir  error  and  their  felly ;  who  reiift 
that  truth,  which  proves  itfelf  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearty 
nnder  pretence  of  enlightening  themfeives;  who  apply 
for  advice  only  that  they  may  fay  to  themfeives,  that  their 
doubts  are  unanfwerable ;  who  have  recourfe  to  the  moft 
learned,  only  to  have  the  power  of  alledging,  as  a  frefli  mo^ 
live  of  unbelief,  the  having  had  recourfe  in  vain  ?  It  wouM 
feem  that  religion  is  no  longer  but  a  matter  of  difcourfe; 
it  is  no  longer  conBdered  as  that  impofnmt  :afEiir  in  which 
not  a  moment  is  to  be  loft ;  it  is  a  fimple  matter  of  control 
verfy,  as  lormerly  in  the  Arerpagos;-it  fiUsup*  the  idle 
time ;  it  is  one  of  thofe  unimportant  quefti^tts  which  fill 

up 
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up  the  yacancies  of  convcfrfation,  and  amufe  the  langout 
and  the  vanity  of  general  intercourfe. 

But,  my  brethren,  **  the  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not 
••  with  obfervation,"  Truth  is  not  the  fruit  of  controverfy 
and  difpute,  but  oi  tears  and  groanings ;.  it  is  by  purifying 
our  heart  in  meditation  and  in  prayer  that  we  alone  muft 
expeS,  like  the  magi,  the  light  of  Heaven,  and  to  become 
worthy  of  diflinguifhing  and  knowing  it.  A  corrupted 
heart,  fays  St.  AuguAin,  may  fee  the  truth  ;  but  he  is  in- 
capable of  relifliing  or  of  loving  it ;  in  vain  do  you-  en^ 
lighten  and  inflrufi  yourfelves ;  your  doubts  are  in  youc 
paffions :  religion  will  become  evident  and  clear  from  the 
moment  that  you  (hall  become chafte,  temperate,  and  ecjuita? 
ble  ;  and  you  will /have  faith  from  the  moment  that  you 
(hall  ceafe  to  have  vice*  Confequently,  from  the  inftantthat 
you  ceaie  to  have  an  intereft  in  finding  religion  falfe,  you 
will  find  it  inconteftable  ;  no  longer  hate  its  maxims,  and. 
you  will  no  longer  conteQ  its  myileries. 

Auguflin  himfelf,  already  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  Aill  iound  in  the  love  of  pleafure,  a  fpurce  of 
doubts  and  perplexities  which  checked  him.  Jt  was  no 
longer  the  dreams  of  the  Manicheans  which  kept  him  re- 
moved from  faith ;  he  was  fully  fenfible  of  their  abfurdity 
and  fanaticifm ;  it  was  no  longer  the  pretended  contradic- 
tions of  our  holy  books ;  Ambrofe  had  explained  their  pur- 
port and  their  adorable  mylieries.  Neverthelefs,  he  fiill 
doubted  ;  the  fole  thought  of  having  to  renounce  his  fliame- 
ful  paflions  in  becoming  a  difciple  of  faith,  rendered  it 
ftill  fuTpicious  to.  him.  He  would  have  wifhed  either 
that  the  do3rine  of  Jefus  Chrift  had  been  an  impofition,  or 
that  it  had  not  condemned  his  voluptuous  exceiTes,  without 
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whith»  indeed  he  was  then  unable  to  comprehend  how  ei« 
ther  an  happy  or  a  comfortable  Hie  could  be  led.  Thus,  aU 
^  ways  floating  and  unwilling  to  be  fettled  ;  continually  con* 
**  fulting,  yet  dreading  to  be  inilru£led,  by  turns  the  difciple 
and  admirer  of  Ambrofe,  and  racked  by  the  perplexities  of 
a  heart  which  Ihunned  the  truth,  he  dragged  his  chains,  as 
he  fays  himfeif,  dreading  to  be  delivered  from  it,  he  con- 
tinued to  fiart  doubts  merely  to  prolong  his  paflions,  he 
wiOied  to  be  yet  more  enlightened,  becaufe  he  dreaded  to 
be  it  too  much ;  and,  more  the  flave  of  his  paflion  than  of 
his  errors,  he  reje£led  truth,  which  raanifefied  itfelf  to  him, 
merely  becaufe  he  kK)ked  upon  it  as  a  Tiflorious  and  irre- 
fiftible  hand  which  was  at  lafl  come  to  break  afunder  thofe 
fetters  which  he  ftill  loved.  The  light  of  Heaven  finds* 
therefore,  no  doubts  to  diflipate  in  the  minds  of  the  magi^ 
becaufe  it  finds  no  paiEon  in  their  hearts  to  overcome;  and 
they  well  deferve  to  be  the  firft-fruits  of  the  gentiles,  and 
the  firfi  difciples  of  that  faith  which  was  to  fubjugate  all 
^tions  to  the  gofpel. 

Not  but  it  is  often  necefTary  to  add,  to  our  own  light, 
the  approbation  of  thofe  who  are^efbblifhed  to  diftinguifl), 
whether  it  be  the  right  fpirit  which  moves  us ;  fallacy  is  fo 
fimilar  to  truth,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  avoid  being  fometimes 
deceived. '  Thus  the  magi,  in  ordefto  be  more  furely  con- 
firmed in  the  truth  of  the  prodigy  which  guides  their  fleps, 
come  ftraight  to  Jerufalem :  they  confult  the  prieAs  and  the 
fcribes,  as  the  only  perfons  capable  of  difcovering  to  them 
that  truth  which  they  feek ;  they  boldly  and  openly  de- 
mand, in  the  midftof  that  great  city,  "  where  is  he  that  is 
••  born  King  of  the  Jews  ?"  They  propofe  their  queftioa 
with  no  palliations,  calculated  to  attra£l  an  equivocal  an- 
fwer  :  they  are  determined  to  be  enlightened,  and  wifli  not 
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to  be  flattered  ;  frmn  their  bean  tbey  feek  the  truth,  and* 
for  that  reafon,  they  find  it. 

*  New  difpofition,  fufficiently  rare  among  bcU^n.  Alas ! 
art  find  not  truth,  becaufe  we  never  f^k  it  with  a  fincero 
and  upright  heart :  we  difiufe  a  kind  of  mill  over  every  at- 
tempt to  find  it,  which  conceals  it  from  our  view :  we  con- 
ftik,  but  we  place  our  paflions  in  fo  favourable  a  light,  we 
hold  them  out  in  colours  fo  foftened,  and  fo  fimilar  to  the 
truth,  that  we  procure  a  reply  of  its  being  really  fo :  we 
Wifh  not  to  be  inftru3ed  ;  we  wifh  to  be  deceived,  and  U> 
add,  to  the  paffion  which  enflaves  us,  an  authority  which 
-jBaay  calm  ut* 

-  Such  if  the  iDnfion  of  the  majority  of  men,  and  frequent- 
ly even  of  thofe  who  become  contrite,  have  quitted  the  er« 
rors  of  a  worldly  life.    Yes,  my  brethren  let  us  fearch 
our  own- hearts,  and  we  (hall  find,  that,  however,  finceie 
our  converfion  may  otherwife  be,  yet  there  is  always  with* 
in  us  fome  particular  point,  fome  fecret  and  privilcdged 
attachment,   upon  which  we  are  not  candid ;  upon  which 
we  never  but  very  imperte£lly  inftrufi  the  guide  of  our 
confcience ;  upon  which  we  feek  not  with  fincerity  the 
truth ;    upon   which,  in   arword,  it  would  even  grieve 
us  to  have  found  :  and  from  thence  it  is,  that  the  weak* 
nefies  of  the  pious  and  good  always  furnifli   fo  many 
traits   to  the  derifion   of  the  worldly ;  from  thence,  we 
attraft  upon  virtue   continual  reproaches  and  ccnfures^ 
which  ought  to   light  only   upon   ourfelves.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  to  hear  us  fpeak,  we  love  the  truth;  we  are  defi*. 
M>us  of  having  it  ihown  to  us.     But  a  convincing  proof, 
of  that   being  only  a  vain  mode  of  fpeaking,  is,   that 
whatever  concerns,  or  has  any  allufiontotbischeriihed  paf« 
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Son,  is  carefully  avoided  by  all  around  us  ;  our  friends  are 
lilent  upon  it ;  our  fuperiors  are  obliged  to  ufe  an  artful 
tklicacy,  not  to  injure  our  feelings ;  our  inferiors  are  upon 
their  guard,  and  employ  continual  precautions ;  we  are 
never  fpoken  to,  but  with  lenitives  which  draw  a  veil  over 
our  fore  ;  we  are  almoft  the  6nly  perfons  ignorant  of  our 
defe£l :  the  whole  world  fees  it,  yet  no  one  has  the  courage 
to  make  it  known  to  ourfelves  :  it  is  clearly  feen  that  we 
feek  not  with  fincerity  the  truth  ;  and  that,  far  from  curing 
us,  the  hand  which  (hould  dare  to  probe  our  fore,  would' 
only  fucceed  in  making  a  frefli  one. 

David  knew  not,  and  refpefied  not  the  fanflity  of  Na-^ 
than,  till  after  that  prophet  had  fpoken  to  him,  with  fin- 
cerity, of  the  fcandal  of  his  conduQ ;  from  that  day,  and 
ever  afterwards,  he  confidered  him  as  his  father  and  deliv* 
erer ;  but,  with  us,  a  perfon  lofes  all  his  merit  from  the 
moment  that  he  has  forced  us  to  know  ourfelves.  Before 
that,  he  was  enlightened,*  prudent,  full  of  charity;  he 
pofTefTed  every  talent  calculated  to  attrafl  efteem  and  con« 
fidence  ;  the  John  the  Bapiifts  were  liAened  to  with  pica* 
fare,  as  formerly  by  an  inceftuous  king :  but,  from  the 
moment  that  they  have  undifguifedly  fpoken  to  us» 
from  the  moment  that  they  have  faid  to  us  ;  **  It  it 
**  not  lawful  for  thee,"  they  are  ffripped,  in  our  opinion, 
of  all  their  grand  qualities ;  their  zeal  is  no  longer  but 
whim  ;  their  charity  but  an  oflentaiiqn,  or  a  defire  to  cen* 
fure  and  contradi£l :  their  piety  but  an  imprudence  or  ii 
cheat,  with  which  they  cover  their  pride ;  their  truth  but 
a'mifiaken  phantom.  Thus,  frequently  convinced  in  our 
own  minds  of  the  iniquity  of  our  paflibns,  we  would  wifli 
others  to  give  them  their  approbation  ;  forced,  by  the  in. 
ward  tefitmony  of  the  truth,  to  reproach  them  to  ourfelves, 
we  cannot  endure  that  they  ihould  be  mentioned  to  us  by 
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Others :  we  are  hurt  and  irritated  that  others  fliould  join  ii9 
npinSt  ourfelves.  Like  Saul»  we  exa6t  of  the  Samuels, 
that  they  approve,  in  public,  what  we  inwardly  condemn  ; 
9nd,  through  a  corruption  of  the  heart,  perhaps  more  de- 
plorable than  our  paflions  themfelves,  unable  to  filence 
truth  in  the  bottom  of  our  hearty  we  would  wifli  to  extin- 
guifh  it  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  approach  us.  I  was  right, 
fthereiorc,  in  (aying,  that  we  all  make  a  boaft  of  loving  the 
truth*  but  that  few  court  it»  like  the  magi,  with  an  upright 
^d  fincere  heart. 

Thus,  the  little  attention  which  they  pay  to  the  difficul- 
ties, which  feemed  to  diffuade  them  from  that  rcfearch,  is 
a  freOi  proof  ot  its  fmcerity  and  heartinefs.  For,  my  bre* 
tbren,  how  fingular  rouft  not  this  extraordinary  flep,  which 
grace  propofed  to  them,  have  at  firft  appeared  to  their 
mind.  They  alone,  of  all  thetr  nation,  among  fo  many 
fages  and  learned  men,  without  regard  to  friends  and  con^* 
ae£iions,  in  fpite  of  public  obfervations  and  derifions, 
while  all  others  dther  contemn  this  miraculous  ftar,  or 
confider  the  attention  paid  to  k,  and  the  defign  of  thefe 
three  fages,  as  an  abfurd  undertaking,  and  a  popular  weak- 
nefs,  unworthy  of  their  mind  and  knowledge,  they  alone 
declare  againil  the  common  opinion';  they  alone  entruft 
themfelves  to  the  new  guide  which  Heaven  fends  them  : 
they  alone  abandon  their  country  and  their  children,  and 
reckon,  as  nothing,  a  fingularity,  the  neceflity  and  wif* 
dom  of  which  the  celeftial  light  difclofcs  to  them. 

.  Laft  inftruQion.  The  caufc,  mv  brethren,  of  truth 
being  always  unavailingly  (hewn  to  us,  is,  that  we  judge 
not  of  it  by  the  lights  which  it  leaves  in  o^r  foul,  but  by 
the  impreffion  which  it  makes  on  the  refll  of  men  with 
whom  we  live:  we  never  confult  the  trutn  in  our  heart; 

we 
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i^confult  only  the  opinions  which  others  have  of  it.  Thus, 
in  vain  doth  the  h'ght  of  Heaven  a  thoufand  times  intrude 
upon  us,  and  point  out  the  ways  in  which  we  ought  to  go ; 
the  very  firft  glance  which  we  afterwards  eaft  upon  the  ex:- 
ample  of  others  who  live  like  us,  revives  us,  and  fpreadi 
a  freOi  mift  over  our  heart.  In  thofe  fortunate  momenta 
when  we  confult  the  fo!e  truth  of  our  own  confcience,  we 
condemn  ourfelves  ;  we  tremble  over  a  futurity ;  we  pro^. 
mife  to  ourfelves  a  new  life;  yet,  a  mcHnent  after,  when 
returned  to  the  world,  and  no  longer  confulting  but  the 
general  example,  we  jufiify  ourfelves,  and  regain  that  falfe 
fecurity  wich  we  had  loft.  We  have  no  confidence  in  the 
truth  which  the  common  example  difproves  ;  we  facrifice 
it  to  error  and  to  the  public  opinion  ;  it  becomes  fufpi- 
cious  to  us,  becaufe  it  has  chofen  out  us  alone  to  favour 
with  its  light,  and  the  very 'fingularity  of  the  blefling  is 
the  caufe  of  our  ingratitude  and  oppofition*  We  cahnot 
comprehend,  that,  to  work  out  our  falvation,  is  to  diflin^ 
guifli  ourfelves  from  the  reft  of  men ;  is  to  live  fingle 
amidfi  the  multitude :  is  to  be  an  individual  fupporter  of 
our  own  caufe,  in  the  midft  of  a  world  Which  either  c'dn^ 
demns  or  defpifes  us ;  is,  in  a  word,  to  count  examples  as 
nothing,  and  to  be  afle£led  by  our  duty  alone^r  We  can*- 
not  comprehend,  that,  to  devote  ourfelves  to  deftru6lion,. 
it  requires  us  to  Hve  only  as  others  do ;  to  conform  to  the 
multitude ;  to  form  with  it  only  one  body  and  one  world  ^ 
feeing  the  world  is  already  judged ;  that  it  is  that  body  of  tht 
antichrift  which  (hall  perifh  with  its  bead  and  members  ; 
that  criminal  city,  accurfe'd  and  condemned  to  an  eternaf 
anathema.  Yes,  my  brethren,  the  greateft  obftacles  in  our 
hearts,  to  grace  and  truth,  is  the  public  opinion.  Hoi^ 
many  timid  fouls,  who  have  not  the  courage  to  adopt  th^ 
righteous  fide,  merely  becaufe  the  world,  to  whofe  vie^ 
Ihey  areexpofed^  would  join  againfi  thrni  ?  Thus,  the  kin^ 

at 


■t 


^t  SERMON     xr. 

of  Aflyria  durft  not  declare  himfelf  for  the  God  of  Daniel, 
becaufe  the  grandees  of  his  court  would  have  reprobated 
fuch  a  flep.  How  many  weak  fouls,  who,  difguftcd  with 
pleafures,  only  continue  to  purfue  them  through  a  falfe 
honour,  and  that  they  may  not  diftinguifb  tbemfclves  from 
.thofe  who  fet  an  example  of  them  ?  Thus,  Aaron,  in  the 
midft  of  the  Ifraelites,  danced  around  the  golden  calf,  and 
joined  them  in  offering  up  incenfe  to  the  idol  which. he 
detefied,  becaufe  he  had  not  the  courage,  (ingly,  to  refift 
the  public  error  and  blindnefs.  Fools  that  we  are  I  it  is  the 
fole  example  of  the  public  which  confirms  us  againft 
truth  ;  as  if  men  were  our  truth,  or  that  it  were  upon 
the  earth,  and  not  in  heaven,  that  we  ought  like  the  magi, 
to  fearch  for  that  rule  and  that  light  which  are  to  guide  us. 

» 
It  is  true,  that,  frequently,  it  is  not  refpe£l  for  the  world's 
opinion,  but  the  fufferings  and  felf-denials  it  holds  out  to 
12S,  which  extinguifh  truth  in  our  heart :  thus,  it  makes  us 
forrowfui  like  that  young  man  of  the  gofpel,  and  who  do 
not  receive  it  with  that  delight  teflified  by  the  magi  on  fee- 
ing  the  miraculous  flar.  They  had  beheld  the  magnifi* 
cence  of  Jerufalem,  the  pomp  of  its  buildings,  the  raajefty 
of  its  temple,  the  fplendour  and  grandeur  of  Herod's 
court ;  but  the  gofpel  makes  no  mention  of  their  having 
teen  affefted  by  that  vain  difplay  of  human  pomp  :  they 
beheld  all  thefe  grand  objefts  of  defire  without  attention, 
pleafure,  or  any  exterior  marks  of  admiration  or  furprife ; 
they  exprefs  no  wifh  to  view  the  treafures  and  the  riches  of 
the  temple,  as  thofe  ambaffadors  from  Babylon  formerly 
did  to  Hezekiah  :  folely  taken  up  with  the  light  of  Heaven 
manifefled  to  them,  they  have  no  eyes  for  any  earthly  ob- 
je£l ;  feeling  to  the  truth  alone  which  has  enlightened  thenv 
every  thing  elfe  is  an  objeS  of  indifference,  or  a  burden  to 
them ;  and  their  heart,  viewing  all  things  in  their  proper 
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light  no  ipnger  acknowledges  either  delight,  intereil,  or 
^onrolatien  to  be  found  in  any  thing  but  the  truth. 

On  our  party  my  brethren,  the  firfl  rays  of  truth  which 
the  goodnefs  of  God  ihed  on  our  heart,  probably  excited 
a  feniible  delight.  The  proje£l  which  we  at  firfl  formed  of 
a  new  life  ;  the  novelty  of  the  lights  which  (hone  upon  us, 
and  upon  which  we  bad  not  as  yet  fully  opened  our  eyes  ;  the 
laflitude  itfelf,  and  difguft  of  thofe  paflions  of  which  our 
heart  now  felt  only  the  bitternefs,  and  the  punifliment ; 
the  novelty  of  the  occupations  which  we  propofed  to  our- 
felves  in  a  change ;  all  thefe  offering  fmiling  images  to  our 
fancy  ;  for  novelty  itfeli  is  pleafing  :  but  this,  as  the  gof- 
pel  fays,  was  only  the  joy  of  a  feafon.  In  proportion  as 
truth  drew  near,  it  affumed  to  us,  as  to  Auguftin  yet  a  fin- 
ner,  an  appearance  lefs  captivating  and  fmiling.  When, 
after  our  firfi  glance,  as  I  may  fay,  of  it,  we  had  leifurely 
and  minutely  examined  the  various  duties  it  prefcribed  to 
us ;  the  grievous  feparations  which  were  now  to  be  a  law 
to  us;  rcftirement,  prayer,  the  felf-denials  whicif  it  proved 
to  be  indifpenfible ;  that  ferious,  occupied  and  private  life  in 
which  we  were  to  be  engaged  :  ah  !  we  immediately,  like 
the  young  man  of  thegofpel,  began  to  draw  back  forrow- 
ful  and  uneafy :  all  our  pafiions  roufed  up  freOi  obllacles 
to  it ;  every  thing  now  prefented  itfelf  in  gloomy  and  to- 
tally different  colours  ;  and  that  which  we  had  at  (irft 
thought  to  be  fo  attrafUve,  when  brought  near,  was  no 
longer  in  our  eyes  but  a  frightful  obje£l,  a  way  rugged, 
terrifying,  and  impra£licable  to  human  weaknefs* 

Where  are  the  fouls,  who,  like  the  magi,  after  having 
once  known  the  truth,  never  afterwards  wifli  to  fee  but  it 
alone ;  have  no  longer  eyes  for  the  world,  for  its  empty 
pleafures,  or  for  the  vanity  of  its  pompous  (hews ;  who 
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feel  no  delight  but  in  the  contemplation  of  tnttk;  in  maki 
ing  it  their  refource  in  every  affli£lion ;  the  fpnf^ot  theit 
indolence  ;  their  fuccour  againft  temptation  ;  and  the  pur- 
eft  delight  of  their  foul  ?  And  how  vain«  puerile,  and  dif- 
gufling  doth  the  world,  with  all  its  pleafures,  hopes,  and 
grandeurs,  indeed  appear  to  a  foul  who  hath  known  thee» 
O  my  God  !  and  who  hath  felt  the  truth  of  thine  eternal 
promifes ;  to  a  foul  who  feels  that  whatever  is  not  thee  is 
unworthy  of  him  ;  and  who  confiders  the  earth  only  as  the 
country  of  thofe  whomufl  perifli  forever !  Nothing  is  con- 
fotatory  to  him  but  what  opens  the  profped  of  real  and  laft- 
ing  riches  ;  nothing  appears  worthy  of  his  regard  but  what 
is  to  endure  for  ever ;  nothing  has  the  power  of  pleating 
him  but  what  (hall  eternally  pleafe  him ;  nothing  is  longer 
capable  of  attaching  him  but  that  which  he  is  no  more  to 
lofe ;  and  all  the  trifling  obje£ls  of  vanity  are  no  longer  on 
his  part,  but  the  embarraflinents  of  his  piety,  or  gloomy 
monuments  which  recal  the  remembrance  of  his  crimes. 

Behold,  in  the  in  (lance  of  the  magi,  truth  received  with 
fubmitTion,  with  (incerity,  and  with  delight ;  in  the  con* 
du£l  of  the  priefls  let  us  fee  the  truth  di(rembled  ;  and,  af- 
ter being  inftru£led  in  the  ufe  which  we  ought  to  make  of 
truth  with  regard  to  ourfelves,  let  us  learn  what  is  our  duty, 
refpeCling  it,  to  others. 

Part  II.  The  firft  duty  required  of  us  by  the  law  of 

charity  towards  our  brethren,  is  the  duty  of  truth.     We 

are  not  bound  to  beftow  on  all  men  our  attentions,  our' 

cares,  and  our  officious  fervices ;  to  all  we  owe  the  truth. 

The  different  (ituations  in  which  rank  and  birth  place  us  in 

the  world,  diverfify   our  duties  with  regard  to  our  fellow- 

rreatures  ;  in  every  fituation  of  life  that  of  truth  is  the  fame. 
We  owe  it  to  the  great  equally  as  to  the  humble  ;  to  our 

fubje£U 
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fiibjeSs  ^  to  our  mafters ;  to  the  lovers  of  it  as  to  tbofe 
who  hattfh ;  to  thofe  who  mean  to  employ  it  againft  our* 
felves  as  to  thofe  who  wi(h  it  only  for  their  own  benefit. 
There  are  conjundures  in  which  prudence  permits  to  hide 
and  todifleroble  the  love  which  we  bear  for  our  brethren ; 
none  can  poflibly  exift  in  which  we  are  permitted  to  dif- 
femble  the  truth  :  in  a  word,  truth  is  not  our  own  proper- 
i)r,  we  are  only  its  witnefles*  its  defenders,  and  its  depofita* 
ries.  It  it  that  fpark,.  ihat  light  of  God  which  ihould  il** 
luminate  the  whole  world;  and,  when  we  diflemble  or 
obfcure  it,  we  are  unjuft  towards  our  brethren,  and  un- 
grateful  towards  the  Father  of  Light  who  hath  fpread  it 
through  our  foul. 

Neverthelefs,  the  world  is  filled  with  difTemblers  of  the 
truth;  we  live  it  would  appear,  only  to  deceive  each 
other  ;  and  fociety,  the  firft  bond  which  oyight  to  be  truth, 
is  no  longer  but  a  commerce  of  dii&mubtion,  duplicity, 
and  cunning.  Now,  in  the  condu£l  of  the  priefls  of  our 
gofpel,  let  us  view  ail  the  di£ferent  kinds  of  diffimulation 
of  which  men  render  themfeives  every  day  culpable  towards 
truth  ;  we  Ihall  there  find  a  diffimulation  of  filcnce,  a  dif* 
fimulation  of  compliance  and  palliation,  a  diflimulation  of 
difguife  and  falfehood. 

A  diflimulation  of  filence.  Confulted  by  Herod  on  the 
place  in  which  the  Chrift  was  to  be  born,  they  made  an« 
fwer,  it  is  true  that  Bethlehem  was  the  place  marked  in  the 
prophets  for  that  fulfilment  of  that  grand  event,;  but  they 
add  not,  that  the  flar  foretold  in  the  holy  books,  having  ae 
lafl  appeared,  and  the  kings  of  Saba  and  of  Arabia  coming 
with  prefents  to  worfhipthe  new  chief  who  was  to  lead  If. 
rael,  it  was  no  longer  to  be  doubted  that  the  overfhadowed 
had  at  lafl  brought  forth  the  righteous.    They  do  not  gather 

together  ; 
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together  the  people  in  order  to  announce  this  blefled  in^* 
telh'gence ;  they  do  not  run  the  firft  to  Bethlebell»  in  or- 
der, by  their  example,  to  animate  Jerufalem.  Wrapt  up 
in  their  criminal  timidity,  they  guard  a  profound  filence ; 
they  iniquitoufly  retain  the  truth ;  and,  while  flranger*. 
come  from  the  extremities  of  theeaft  loudly  to  proclaim  ia 
Jerufalem  that  the  King  of  the  Jews  is  born,  the  prieAs, 
the  fcribes  are  filent,  and  facrifice,  to  the  ambition  of  He- 
rod, the  interefts  of  truth,  the  deareft  hope  of  their  tiation^ 
and  the  honour  of  their  minifiry. 

What  a  (hameful  degradation  of  the  miitifiers  of  truth  ! 
The  good-will  of  the  prince  influences  them  more  than  the 
facred  depofit  of  the  religion  with  which  they  are  intrufied  ; 
the  luftre  of  the  throne  fiifles,  in  their  heart,  the  light  of 
Heaven  ;  by  a  criminal  filence  they  flatter  a  king  who  ap- 
plies to  them  tor  the  truth,  and  who  can  learn  it  from  them 
alone  ;  they  confirm  him  in  error  by  concealing  that  which 
might  have  undeceived  him;  and  how,  indeed  (hall  truth. 
ever  make  its  way  to  the  ear  of  fovereigns,  if  even  the. 
Lord's  annointed,  who  furround  the  throne  have  not  the 
courage  to  announce  it,  but  join  their  efforts,  with  thofe 
who  dwell  in  courts,  to  conceal  and  fiifle  it  ? 

But  this  duty,  my  brethren,  is,  in  certain  refpefts,  com- 
mon to  you  as  to  us ;  yet,  neverihelefs,  there  are  few  per- 
fons  in  the  world,  even  of  thofe  who  fet  an  example  of 
piety,  who  do  not,  almoA  every  day,  render  themfelves 
culpable  towards  their  brethren  of  the  dif&mulation  of  fi- 
lence. They  think  that  they  render  to  truth  all  that  they 
owe  to  it,  when  they  do  noi  declare  againfl  it ;  when  they 
hear  virtue  continually  decried  by  the  worldly,  the  do£lrine 
of  the  world  maintained,  its  abufes  and  maxims  juflified, 
thofe  of  gofpel  oppofcd  or  weakened,  the  wicked  often 

blafpheming 
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blafphemmg  what  they  know  not,  and  fetting  therofelves  up 
as  judges  of  that  faith  which  (hall  judge  them ;  that  they  lifiea 
to  them,  I  fay,  without  joining  in  their  impiety,  is  true,  but 
they  do  not  boldly  (hew  their  difapprobation,  and  content 
themfelves  with  merely  not  authoriGng  their  blafphemies 
or  their  prejudices  by  their  fufflrage. 

Now,  I  fay  that,  being  all  individually  intruded  with  the 
interefts  of  truth,  to  be  filent  when  it  is  openly  attacked 
in  our  prefence,  is  to  become,  in  a  meafure,  its  perfecutor 
and  adverfary.  But,  I  add,  that  you,  above  all  whom  God 
hath  enlightened,  you  then  fail  in  that  love  which  you  owe 
to  your  brethren,  feeing  your  obligations  with  regard  to 
them  augment  in  proportion  to  the  grace  with  which  God 
hath  favoured  you  ;  you  alfo  render  yourfelves  culpable  to- 
wards God  of  ingratitude ;  you  do  not  make  a  proper  re- 
turn for  the  blefling  of  grace  and  of  truth  with  which  he 
hath  favoured '  you,  in  the  midft  of  your  extra vagatlt  paf. 
fions.  He  hath  illuminated  your  darknefs ;  he  hath  recal- 
led you  to  himfelf,  while  wandering  in  treacherous  and  in- 
rquitous  ways  ;  he,  nodoubt,  in  thus  (bedding  lightthrough 
your  heart,  hath  not  had  your  benefit  alone  in  view  !  he  hath 
meant  that  it  (hould  operate  as  the  in(lru£lion  or  as  the 
reproach  ef  your  cbnne£lions,  your  friends,  your  fub* 
je6ls,  or  yoiir  matters ;  he  hath  intended  to  favour  your 
^gc*  your  nation,  your  country,  in  favouring  you ;  for 
his  chofen  iire  formed  only  for  the  falvation  or  the  con- 
demnation of  (inners.  His  defign  has  been  to  place  in 
you  a  light  which  might  (hine  amid  the  furronnding  dark- 
nefs,  and  be  a  falutary  guide  to  your  fellow-creatures ; 
which  might  perpetuate  truth  among  men,  and  render  tefti- 
mony  to  the  righteoufnefs  and  to  the  wifdom  of  his  law» 
amidd  all  the  prejudices,  and  all  the  vain  conclufions  of  a 
profane  world.  » 

•  Vol.  II.  R  r  Now, 
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Nov,  by  oppofing  only  a  cowardly  and  timidfilence  f# 
ijhe  maxims  which  attack  the  truth,  you  do  not  enter  inte^ 
the  views  of  God's  mercy  upon  your  brethren ;  yeu  ren«^ 
der  unavailing  to  his  glory  and  to  the  aggrandifement  of 
his  kingdom,  that  talent  of  the  truth  which  he  had  intrufled 
to  you,  and  of  which  b^  will  Qne  day  demand  a  particuUv 
and  fevere  reckoning ;  I  fay,  more  particularly  of  you  who 
bad  formerly  with  (q  much  eclat,  fupported  the  errors  and 
^ofane  maxims  of  the  world,  and  who  had  once  been  its 
frroeft  aud  moft  avowed  apologift.  He  fqrely  hada  right 
|o  exa£l  oi  you,  that  you  fiiould  declare  yourfelves  with 
the  fame  eoqntgc  in  favour  of  truth  ;  nevenhelefs,  from 
t  aealous  partifan  of  the  world,  his  grace  hath  only  fuc« 
teeded  in  making  a  timid  difdiple  of  the  gofpeU  Thai 
grand  air  of  confidence  and  of  intrepidity  with  which  you 
formerly  apologised  for  the  paflions,  has  forfaken  you  ever 
fiiice  you  have  undertaken  th«  defence  of  the  inter* 
efts  of  virtue  ;  that  audacity  which  once  impofed 
filence  on  truth,  is  now  itfell  mute  in  the  prefence  of  er- 
ror ;  and  truth,  which,  as  St.  Augufiin  fays,  gives  conS* 
dence  and  intrepidity  to  all  who  have  it  on  their  fide,  has 
^rendered  you  only  weak  and  timid. 

I  admit,  that  there  is  a  time  to  be  filent  as  well  as  a  time 
to  fpeak ;  and  that  the  zeal  of  truth  hath  its  rules  and 
meafures ;  but  I  would  not  that  the  fouls  who  know  God 
and  ferve  him  continually,  hear  the  maxims  of  religion 
fubverted,  tlie  reputation  of  their  brethren  attacked,  the 
moft  criminal  abufes  of  the  world  juflified,  without  having 
the  courage  to  adopt  the  caufe  of  that  truth  which 
they  difhonour.  I  would  not  that  the  world  have  its 
avowed  partifans,  and  that  Jefus  Chrift  have  no  one  to 
fland  up  for  him«  I  would  not  that  the  pious  and  good, 
through  a  miflaken  idea  of  good-breeding,  diifemble  upon 
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ttofc  irregularities  of  finners  which  they  are  daily  vritnef* 
ling ;  while  finners  on  the  contrary,  eotifi^ler  k  as  giving 
themfelves  an  important  and  fafliionable  ait,  to  defend  and 
tor  maintain  them   in  their  preftncc.      I  would  that   a 
faithful  foul   comprehend  tfiat  h^  is  refponfible  to  the 
truth  alone  ;    that  be  is  up6n  tht    earth   folely  to   ren« 
der  glory  to  the   truth  :    I   Would   that    he  bear  upoti 
his  countenance  that  noble  and,  I  may  fay,  lofty  dignity^ 
which  grace  infpirei  ;  that  heroical  clindour  which  con* 
tempt  of    the  world  and  its  glory  produces ;  that  gener« 
ous  and  Chriftian  liberty,  which  expe3s  only  eternal  riches, 
which  has  no  hope  but  in  God,  which  dreads  nothing  but 
the  internal  Judge,  Which  pays  court  to,  and  fpares  nothing 
buttheintereftsof  righteoufnefs  and  of  charity,  and  which 
has  no  wifh  ot  making  itfelf  agreeable  but  by  the  truth.     I 
would  that  thefole  pre  fence  of  a  righteoufnefs  foul  impofe 
filence  on  the  enemies  of  virtue ;  that  they  refpeft   that 
charafler  of  truth  which  he  (hould  bear  engraven  on  hil 
forehead ;  that  they  Crouch  under  his  holy  greatnef^  of  foul, 
and  that  they  rendei'  homage,  at  leaft  by  their  filence  and 
conhifion,  to  that  virluci  which  they  inwardly  de^pife.  Thus, 
the  Ifraelites,  taken  tip  WitS  thdr  dances,  their  profane  re^ 
joicings,  and  their  foolifli  atid  iifipious  (bouts  around  the  gold** 
en  calt,  flop  all  in  a  moment,  and  keep  a  profound  filence  on 
the  foie  appearance  of  Mofcs,  who  comes  down  from  the 
mountain,  armed  with  the  law  of  the  Lord  and  with  hii 
eternal  truth.   Firfi  diffimtilation  0I  the  truth  :  a  diflimula* 
tion  of  filence. 

The  fecond  manner  in  which  it  is  diflembled,  is  that 
of  foftening  it  by  modifications,  and  by  condefcenfions 
which  injure  it.  The  magi,  no  doubt,  could  not  be  igno^ 
rant  that  the  intelligence  which  they  came  to  announce  to 
Jerufalem  would  be  highly  difpleafing  to  Herod.    Thai 
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foreigiier»  through  his  artifices^  had  feated  himfelF  on  the 
throne  of  David  ;  he  did  not  fo  peaceably  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  hisufurpation,  but  that  he  conftantly  had  a  dread  left 
fotQe  heir  of  the  blood  of  the  kings  of  Judah  Ihould  expel 
iiim  from  the  heritage  of  his  fathers^  and  remount  a  throne 
promifed  to  bis  pofierity.  With  what  eye  muft  he  thea 
regard  men  who  come  to  publifli»  in  the  midft  of  Jerufa- 
lem;  that  the  King  of  the  Jews  is  born»  and  to  proclaim 
Bim  to  a  people  fo  attached  to,  and  fo  zealous  for  the  blood 
of  David,  and  fo  impatient  under  every  foreign  rule  ?  NC'* 
yerthelefs,  the  magi  conceal  nothing  ot  what  they  had  feea 
in  the  eaft ;  they  do  not  foften  that  grand  event  by  mea- 
fured  expreffions  leis  proper  to  aroufe  the  jealoufy  of  He« 
rod.  They  might  have  called  the  Mefliah  whom  they  feet;, 
the  Meflenger  of  Heaven,  or  the  longed-for  of  nations  ; 
they  might  have  deGgned  him  by  titles  lefs  hateful  to  the 
ambition  of  Herod;  but,-  full  of  the  triith  which  hath  ap. 
peared  to  them,  they  know  none  of  thefe  timid  and  fervile 
time-fervings  ;  perfuaded  that  thofe,  who  are  determined 
to  receive  the  truth  only  through  the  means  of  their  errors^ 
are  unworthy  of  knowing  it.  They  are  unacquainted  with 
the  art  of  covering  it  with  difguifes  and  confiderations  for 
individuals,  which  diflipnour  it:  they  boldly  come  to  the 
point,  and  demand,  "  where  is  he  that  is  born  King  oi  the 
**  Jews :"  and,  not  fatisfied  with  confidering  bim  as  the 
Sovereign  of  Judea,  they  declare  that  heaven  itfeif  is  his 
birth-right ;  that  the  ilars  are  his,  and  make  their  appear- 
ance in  the  firmament  only  in  obedience  to  his  orders. 

The  priefts  and  the  fcribes,  on  the  contrary,  forced,  by 
the  evidence  of  the  fcriptures,  to  render  glory  to  the  truth, 
foften  it  by  guarded  expreflions.  They  endeavour  to  unite 
that  refpeft  which  they  owe  to  the  truth,,  with  that  com- 
plaifance  which  they  wifli  ftill  to  prcfentc  for  Herod  :  they 
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{upprefs  the  title  of  king  which  the  tnagi  had  given  to  hifn» 
and  which  had  fo  often  been  beftowed  bjr  the  prophets 
upon  the  Mefliah ;  they  defign  him  by  a  title  which  might 
equally  mark  an  authority  of  do£lrine,  or  of  fupertorpow* 
er :  they  announce  him  rather  a  legiflator  eftabli(hed  to  re« 
gulate  the  manners,  than  as  a  fovereign  raifcd  up  fbr  the 
deliverance  of  his  people  from  bondage.  And,  notwitl\» 
Handing  that  they  themfelves  exped  a  Meffiah^  King,  and 
Conqueror,  they  foften  the  truth  which  they  wifli  to  an- 
nounce, and  complete  the  blindnefs  of  Herod»  with  whom 
they  temporife» 

Deplorable  deftiny  of  the  great !  the  lips  of  the  priefis 
quiver  in  fpeaking  lo  them  ;  from  the  moment  that  their 
paflions  are  known  they  are  temporifed  with  ;  truth  never 
oflPers  itfelf  to  them  but  with  a  double  face,  of  which  ohc 
(ide  is  always  favourable  to  them ;  the  fervants  of  God 
wifli  not  avowedly  to  betray  their  minifiry  and  the  intereAs 
of  truth  ;  but  they  wiih  to  conciliate  them  with  their  own 
intereft  :  they  endeavour  to  fave,  as  it  were,  both  the  rule 
and  their  paflions,  as  if  the  paflions  could  fubfifi  with  that 
rule  which  condemns  them.  It  feldom  happens  that  the 
great  are  inftru3ed,  becaufe  it. feldom  happens  that  the 
intention  is  not  to  pleafe  in  inftru£ling  them.  Neverthe-* 
lefs,  the .  greater  part  would  love  the  truth  were  it  once 
known  to  them :  the  paflions  and  the  extravagancies  of  the 
age,  nouriftied  by  all  the  pleafures  which  furround  them^ 
may  lead  them  aftray  ;  but  a  remaining .  principle  of  reli- 
gion renders  truth  always  rerpe£lable  to  them.  We  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  ignorance  condemns  more  princes  and 
perfons  of  high  rank  than  people  of  the  lowefl  condition ; 
and,  that  the  mean  complaifance  which  is  paid  to  them, 
is  more  diOionourable  to  the  minifiry,  and  is  the  caufe  of 

more 


nore  reproach  to  religtoo*  thw  the  mt^A  notdrioui  ftin* 
cUf  which  affli£l  the  church. 

The  condufi  of  thefe  priefls  appears  bare  to  you,  ifiy 
brethren :  but,  if  you  are  difpofed  to  enter  into  judgment 
with  yourfelves,  and  to  follow  yourfelves  through  the  de« 
tail  oi  your  duties,  of  your  friendfhfps,  of  your  converfa* 
tions,  you  will  fee  that  all  your  difcourfes,  and  all  yout 
proceedings,  are  merely  mollifications  of  the  truth,  and 
temporifings  in  order  to  reconcile  it  with  the  prejudices, 
or  the  paflions  of  thofe  with  whom  it  is  your  lot  to  live* 
We  never  hold  out  the  truth  to  them  but  in  a  point  of 
view  in  which  it  may  pleafe;  in  their  moft  defpicable 
vices  we  always  find  fome  favoorable  f  de  ;  and,  as  all  the 
pafiiona  have  always  fome  apparent/Tefemblance  to  fome 
▼irtuet  we  never  fail  to  fave  ourfelves  through  the  ^^* 
ance  of  that  refemblance. 


Thus,  in  the  prefence  of  an  ambitious  perfon,  we  nevef 
bil  to  hold  forth  the  love  of  glory,  and  the  defire  of  exa!t« 
ing  one's  felf,  only  as  tendencies  which  give  birth  to  great 
men  ;  .we  flatter  his  pride ;  we  inflame  his  defires  with 
hopes  and  with  falfe  and  chimerical  prediQions;  we  nour- 
ifli  the  error  of  his  imagination  by  bringing  phantoms 
within  his  reach,  upon  which  he  inceflantly  feafts  himfelf. 
We  perhaps  venture,  in  general  terms,  to  pity  men  who 
intereft  themfelves  fo  deeply  for  things  which  chance  alone 
beftows,  and  of  which  death  fliall  perhaps  deprive  us  to- 
morrow; but  we  have  not  the  courage  tocenfure  the  road, 
man  who,  to  that  vapour,  facrifices  his  quiet,  his  life,  and 
his  confcience.  With  a  vindi£iive  perfon  we  juflify  his  re* 
lentroent  and  anger  ;  we  juftify  his  guilt  in  bis  mind,,  by 
countenancing  the  jufiice  of  bis  accufations  ;  we  fpare  his 

palSon 
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paflion  in  exaggerating  the  injury  and  fault  of  his  enemy* 

We  perhaps  venture  to  fay,  how  noble  it  is  to  forgive ;  bul 

we  have  not  the  courage  to  add,  that  the  firfi  Aep  towards 

forgivenefs  is  the  ceafing  to  fpeak  of  the  injury  received ^ 

• 
With  a  courtier  equally  difcontented  with  his  own  for« 
tune,  and  jealous  of  that  ot  others,  we  never  fail  to  expofi^ 
bis  rivals  in  the  rooft  unfavourable  light :  we  artfully  fpread 
a  cloud  over  their  merit  and  their  glory,  lead  they  flioulj 
injure  the  jealous  eyes  of  bitn  who  lifletis  to  us ;  we  di« 
minilb,  we  caA  a  (hade  over  the  fitme  of  their  talents  an4 
of  their  fervices;  and,  by  our  iniquitous  crouchings  to  his 
paflion,  we  nouriih  it,  we  aflift  him  in  blinding  himfelf, 
and  induce  him  to  confider,  as  honours  unjuftly  ravifhed 
from.himfelf,  all  thofe  which  are  beflowed  upon  his  bre« 
thren.*  What  ihall  I  fay  ?  With  a  prodigal,  bis  profu* 
fions  are  no  longer  in  our  mouths,  but  a  difplay  of  genero-. 
fity  and  magnificence*  With  a  mifer,  bis  fordid  callouf'* 
nefs  of  heart,  in  which  every  feeling  is  loft,  is  no  longri; 
but  a  prudent  moderation,  and  a  laudable  domeftic  econo* 
my.  With  a  perfon  of  high  rank,  his  prejudices  and  his 
errors  always  find  in  as  ready  apologies ;  we  refpe£l  his 
paflions  equally  as  bis  authority,  and  his  prejudices  always 
become  our  own.  iaftly,  we  catch  the  infedion,  and 
imbibe  the  errors  ot  ail  with  whom  we  live ;  we  transform 
ourfelves,  as  I  may  fay,  into  otherfelves  ;  our  grand  fludy 
is  to  find  out  their  weaknefles,  that  we  may  appropriate 
and  apply  them  to  our  own  purpofes ;  we  bav^e,  in  fad, 
DO  language  of  our  own ;  we  always  fpeak  the  language  of 
Others ;  our  difcourfes  are  merely  a  repetition  of  their  pre. 
judices ;  and  this  infamous  debafement  of  truth  we  call 
knowledge  of  tlie  world,  a  prudence  which  knows  its  own 
interefi,  tite  grand  art  of  pieafing  and  of  fucceeding  in  the 
world.  •'  O  ye  fons  of  men!  how  long  will  ye  love  vani- 
*•  ty,  and  feck  after  leafing  ?"  Yes, 


f 


^  ttku^o^  xu 


Yes.  my  brethren,  by  that  we  perpetuite  error  amon^ 
Bien  i.  we  autborife  every  deceit ;  we  jufiify  evfcry  faire  max- 
im ;  we  give  an  air  of  innocence  to  every  vice ;  we  main- 
tain the  reign  ot  the  world,  and  of  iu  dodrine,  againft  thit 
of  Jefus  Chrift ;  we  corrupt  fociety,  of  which  truth  ought 
to  be  the  Qrft  tie ;  we  pervert  thofe  duties  and  mutual  of- 
fices of  civil  life,  efiabliflied  to  animate  us  to  virtue,  in- 
to fnares,  and  iiievitable  occafions  of  a  departure '  from 

• 

righteoufnefs ;  we  change  friendOiip,  which  ought  to  be  a 
grand  refourd^  to  us  againft  our  errors  and  irregularities^' 
into  a  commerce  of  diflimulation  and  mutual  deception  r 
by  that,  in  a  word,-  we  render  truth  hateful  and  ridiculoua 
by  rendering  it  rare  among  men;  and,  when  I  fay*  we,  I 
mean  more  efpecially  the  fotils  who  belong  to  God,  and 
who  are  intriifted  with  the  interefis  of  truth  upon  the  earth. 
Yes,  my  brethren,  I  would  that  faithful  fouls  had  a  lan- 
guage peculiar  to  them  amid  the  world ;  that  other  max- 
ims, other  fentiments,  were  found  in  them  than  in  the  reft 
of  men ;  and^  while  all  others  fpeak  the  language  of  the 
paflions,  that  they  alone  fpeak  the  language  of  truth.  I 
woftld  that,  while  the  world  hath  its  Balaams,  who,  by 
their  difcourfes  bnd  counfels,  autborife  irregularity  and 
licentioufnefs,  piety  had  its  Phineafes,  who  durft  boldly 
adopt  the  interefis  of  the  law  t)f  God,  and  of  the  fanSity 
ot  its  maxims :  that,  while  the  world  hath  its  impious  phi* 
lofophers  and  falfe  fages,  who  think  that  it  does^  them  hon- 
our openly  to  proclaim,  that  we  ought  to  live  only  for 
the  prefent,  and  that  the  end  of  man  is,  in  no  refped, 
different  from  that  of  the  beail,  piety  had  its  Solomons, 
who,  undeceived  by  their  own  experience,  durft  publicly 
avow,  that,  excepting  the  fear  oi  the  Lord  and'  the  obfer- 
Vance  of  his  commandments,  aU  elfe  is  vanity  and  vexation 
of  fpirit :  that,  while  the  world  hath  its  charms  and  en- 
chantments, which  fcduce  kings  and  the  people  by-  their 

deluGons 
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delufions  and  flatteries,  piety  had  its  Mofefes  and  Aarons* 
wb^  had  the  courage  to  confound,  by  the  fole  force  oE 
truth,  their  itnpofition  mad  artifice :  in  a  word,  that»  while 
the  world  hath  its  priefis  and  its  fcribes,  who,  like  thoff 
of  the  gofpei,  weaken  the  truth,  piety  had  its  magi,  who 
dread  not  to  announce  it  in  the  prefence  even  of  thofe  to 
whom  it  cannot  but  be  difpleafing. 

Not  that  I  condemn  the  modifications  of  a  fage  prudence, 
which  apparently  gives  up  foroething  to  the  prejudices  of 
men,  only  that  it  may  more  furely  recai  them  xo  rule  and 
duty*  I  know  that  truth  loves  neither  rafli  nor  indifcreet 
defenders  ;  that  the  paiBons  of  men  require  a  certain  de- 
ference and  management ;  that  they  are  in  the  fituation  of 
lick  perfons,  to  whom  it  is  often  neceflary  to  difguife  and 
render  palatable  their  medicines,  and  to  cure  them  witiioot 
their  privity.  I  know  that  all  deferences  paid  to  the  pafr 
fions,  when  their  tendency  is  to  eftabliQi  the!tfutb,  are 
not  weakeners,  but  auxiliaries  of  it ;  and  that  the  grand 
rule  of  the  zeal  of  truth,  is  prudence  and  charity.  But 
fuch  is  not  the  intention  when  they  weaken  it  by  fiat* 
tering  and  fervile  adulations ;  they  feek  to  pleafe,  and  not 
to  edify ;  they  fubfiitute  therafelves  in  the  place  pf  truth ; 
and  their  fole  wi(h  is  to  attrafi;  thofe  fuSrages  which 
are  due  to  it  alone.  And,  let  it  not  be  faid  that  it  is  more 
through  foumefs  and  ofientation,  than  through  charity, 
that  the  juft  claim  a  merit  in  difdaining  to  betray  truth. 
The  world,  which  is  always  involved  in  deceit,  of  which 
the  commerce  and  mutual  ties  revolve  only  upon  diffimu- 
lation  and  artifice,  which  confiders  thefe  even  as  an  hon» 
durable  fcience,  and  which  is  totally  unacquainted  with 
this  noble  re6litude  of  heart,  cannot  fuppofe  it  in  others ; 
it  is  its  profound  corruption  which  is  the  caufe  of  its 
fufpeAing  the  lincerity  and  the  courage  of  the  upright; 
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it  is  a  mbde  of  dfiliig  which  appears  ri<licuIous«  becauA!  it 
is  new  to  it ;  and|  as  it  finds  in  it  fo  marked  a  (ingularity,  is 
loves  bettier  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  rather  the  confequence  of 
pride,  or  folly,  than  of  virtue^ 

• 

*^  From  thence  it  is  that  the  truth  is  not  only  difguifed, 
but  it  is  likewife  openly  betrayed.  Lad  dii&muiation  of 
the  priells  of  our  gofpel :  a  diflimulation  of  falfehood* 
They  are  not  fatisfied  with  quoting  the  prophecies  in  cb- 
fcure  and  moilified  terms  :  but,  feeing  that  the  magi  did 
not  return  to  Jerufalem  as  they  had  intended,  they  add,  no 
doubt  in  order  to  cairn  Heix>d,  that,  afhamedof  not  having 
been  able  to  find  that  new  King  ot  whom  they  came  in 
fearch»  they  have  not  had  the  courage  to  return  :  that  they 
are  ftrangers  little  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
oi  the  prophets;  and  that  the  light  of  Heaven,  which  they 
pretended.td  follow,  was  Jtk>thtng  but  a  vulgar. illufion,  and 
H  fuperfiitiQiis  prejudice  of  a  rude  and  credulous  nation. 
And  fuch  mud  indeed  have  been  their  language  to  Herod, 
(ince  they  ibemfelves  a3  according  to  it,  and  do  not  run  to 
BethleheiH  to  feek  the  new*born  King,  in  order,  it  appears, 
to  complete  the  perfuafibn  of  Herod,  that  there  was  more 
credulity  than  truth  in  the  fuperflitious  refearch  of  thefe 
magi. 

.  And  behold  to  what  we  at  lall  come  :  in  confequence  of 
a  fervile  compliance  with  the  paflions  ot  men,  and  of  con- 
tinually wiihing  to  pleafe  them  at  the  expence  oi  truth,  we 
at  laft  openly  abandon  it ;  we  cowardly  and  downrightly 
iacrifice  it  to  our  intereft,  our  fortune,  and  our  reputation  ; 
we  betray  our  confcience,  our  duty  and  our  underftanding  ; 
and,  confequently,  from  the  moment  that  truth  becomes 
irkfome  to  us,  or  renders  us  difpleafing,  we  difavow  it,  and 
deliver  it  up  to  oppreilion  and  iniquity ;  like  Peter,  we  de- 
ny 
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ny  that  we  have  ever  been  feen  as  its  difciple.  Ill  this 
snanner/we  change  our  heart  into  a  cowardly  and  groveling 
one,  to  which  any  profitable  falfehood  coils  nothing ;  into 
an  artificial  and  pliable  heart,  which  afTumes  every  form, 
and  never  poflefles  any  determinate  one ;  into  a  weak,  and 
flattering  heart,  which  has  not  the  courage  to  refufe  its  fuf- 
frage  to  any  thing  but  unprofitable  and  unfortunate  virtue  ; 
into  a  corrupted  and  inierefted  heart,  which  makes  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  purpofes,  religion,  truth,  juftic^f  and  all  that 
is  moil  facred  among  men;  in  a  word,  a  heart  capabk  of 
every  thing  except  that  of  being  true,  noble,  and  fincere.' 
And  think  not  that  finners  of  this  defcription  are  fo  very 
rare  in  the  world.  We  ihun  only  the  notoriety  and  fhame 
of  thcfe  faults ;  fecret  and  fecure  bafeneiTes  find  few  fcru- 
pulous  hearts ;  we  often  love  only  the  reputation  and  glory 
of  truth. 

It  is  only  proper  to  take  care  that,  in  pretending  to  de^ 
fend  the  truth,  we  are  not  defending  the  mere  illufions  ot 
our  own  mind.  Pride,  ignorance,  and  felf-cOnceit,  every 
day  furniih  defenders  to  error,  equally  intrepid  and  obili- 
nate  as  any  of  whom  faith  can  boail.  The  only  truth  wor^ 
thy  of  our  love,  of  our  zeal,  and  of  our  courage,  is  that 
held  out  to  us  by  the  church ;  for  it  alone  we  ought  to  en- 
dure every  thing ;  beyond  that,  we  are  no  longer  but  the 
martyrs  of  our  own  obfiinacy  and  vanity. 

O  my  God !  pour  then  through  my  foul  that  humble  and 
generous  love  of  the  truth,  with  which  thy  chofen  are  fiU 
led  in  heaven,  and  which  is  the  only  chara6lenilic  mark  of 
the  juil  upon  the  earth.  Let  my  life  be  only  fuch  as  to 
render  glory  to  thine  eternal  truths ;  let  me  honour  them 
through  the  fanfiity  of  my  manners ;  let  me  defend  them 
through  zeal  for  thy  intereils  alone,  and  enable  me  contin^ 

ually 
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valljr  td  oppoTe  them  to  efror  and  vanity  :  annihilate  tn  mf 
lyeait  thofe  honian  fears,  that  prudence  of  the  fleOr  which 
dreads  to  lay  open  to  perfons  their  errorsN  and  their  vices. 
9ttfier  not  that  I  be  a  feeble  reed  which  bends  to  every 
blafty  nor  that  I  ever  blufli  to  bear  the  truth  imprinted  on  , 
Sly  forehead  as  the  moft  illufirious  title  with  which  tbf 
f  Feature  can  glorify  himfelf,  and  as  the  moft  glorioui 
mark  of  thy  mercies  upon  my  Touh  In  cffeRf  it  is  not 
fufficient  to  be  the  vritnefs  and  depofitary  of  it,  it  is  alfo 
teceflary  to  be  its  defender:  charafier  contrafted  with 
that  of  Herod,  who  is,  in  our  gofpel  at  prefent  its  ene* 
my  and  its  perfecutor^  Laft  inftni£lion  with  which  out 
gofpet  furnilbes  us :  the  truth  perfecuted. 

Part  III.  If  it  is  a  crime  to  withfiand  the  truth  whea 
.  it  ihines  upon  us ;  iniquitoufly  to  withhold  it  when  wo 
owe  it  to  others ;  it  is  the  fulnefs  of  iniquity,  and  the  moft 
difiinguiflied  charaSer  of  reprobation,  tb  perfecute  and 
combat  it.  Neverthelefs,  nothing  more  common  in  the 
world  than  this  perfecution  of  truth ;  and  the  impious 
Herod,  who,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  fets  himfelf  up 
againft  it,  has  more  imitators  than  is  fuppofed. 

For,  in  the  firft  place,  he  perfecutes  it  through  that  re« 
pugnancy  which  he  vifibly  (hews  to  the  truth,  and  which 
induces  all  Jerufalem  to  follow  his  example;  and  this 
is  what  I  call  a  perfecution  of  fcandal.  Secondly,  He 
perfecutes  it  by  endeavouring  to  corrupt  the  priefts,  and 
even  by  laying  fnares  for  the  piety  of  the  magi ;  and 
this  is  what  1  call  a  perfecution  ol  fedu6lion»  Laftly,  He 
perfecutes  it  by  fiiedding  innocent  blood  ;  and  this  is  a  per- 
fecution of  power  and  violence.  Now,  my  brethren  if 
the  brevity  of  a  difcourfe  permitted  me  to  examine  thefo 
three  def^iptions  of  perfecution  of  the  truth,  there  is  not 

perhaps 
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perhaps  one  oi  them  of  which  you  would  not  find  your-r. 
ieives  culpable. 

For^  iftly^  Who  can  flatter  himfelf  with  not  being  among 
the  number  of  the  perfecutors  of  truth,  under  the  defcrip^ 
tion  of  fcandaU  ?  I  even  fpeak  not  of  thofediforderly  fouii 
who  have  ereSed  the  ftandard  of  guilt  and  licentioufnefii 
and  who  pay  Uttie,  if  indeed  any,  attention  to  the  public 
opinion  :  the  moft  notorious  fcandals  are  not  atways  thof(fc 
which  are  moft  to  fce  dreaded ;  and  avowed  debaucberyi 
when  carried  to  a  certain  degree,  occafion«,  in  gtoeral, 
more  cenfures  upon  our  conduft  than  imit^iona  of  onrex^ 
ceflcs,     I  fpeak  ot  thofe  fouls  delivered  up  to  the  pleafum# 
to  the  vanities,  and  to  all  the  abufes  of  the  age,  and  whofe 
condu3,  in  other  refpefis  regular,  is  not  only  irreproacha- 
ble in  the  fight  of  the  world,  but  attrafls  even  the  praifei 
lind  the  efteem  of  men ;  and  I  fay  that  they  perfecute  tht 
truth  through  their  fole  examples,  that  they  undo,  as  much 
as  in  them  lies,  the  maxims  of  the  gofpel  in  every  heart  t 
that  they  cry  oilt  to  all  men,  that  fhnnning  of  pleafures  is  t 
needlefs  precaution ;  that  love  of  the  world  and  the  lovt 
of  virtue  are  not  at  all  incompatible ;  that  a  tafte  for  thea- 
tres, for  drefs,  and  for  public  amufements,  is  entirely  in- 
nocent; and  that  it  is  eafy  to  lead  a  good  lite  even  while 
living  like  the  reft  of  the  world.    This  worldly  re^Iarity 
is  therefore  a  continual  perfecution  of  the  truth ;  and  fo 
much  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  is  an  authorifed  perfecu- 
tion which  has  nothing  odious  in  it,  and  againft  which  no 
precaution  is  taken  ;  which  attacks  the  truth  without  vio- 
lencov  without  effufion  of  blood,  under  the  fmiling  image 
of  peace  and  fociety ;  and  which,  through  thefe  means,  oc- 
cafions  more  deferters  from  the  truth  than  ever  all  tyrants 
and  tortures  formerly  did. 

I  fpeak 
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I  fpeak  ev«n  of  thofe  good  cbaraSers  who  only  imper- 
fe£Uy  fulfil  the  duties  of  piety,  who  dill  retain,  too^  pub- 
lic remains  of  the  paflions  of  the  world  and  of  its  maxims  : 
and,  I  fay,  that  they  perfecute  the  truth  through  thefe 
unfortunate  retnains  of  infidelity  and  weaknefs ;  that  they 
are  the  occafion  of  its  being  blafphemed  by  the  impious 
9nd  other  finners ;  that  the)'  authorife  thefenfelefs  difcourfes 
of  the  world  againft  the  piety  of  the  fervants  of  God  ; 
that  they  are  the  caufe  of  fouls  being  difgufted  with  virtue, 
who  might  otherwife  feel  themfeives  difpofed  to  it ;  that 
tfaey  confirm,  in  the  path  of  error,  thofe  who  feek  pretexts 
to  remain  in  it :  in  a  word«  that  they  render  virtue  either 
fufpicious  or  ridiculous.  Thus,  ftill  every  day,  as  the 
Lord  formerly  complained  through  his  prophet  Jeremiah, 
the  bac\fliding  Ifrael,  that  is  to  fay,  the  world,  judifies 
berfelf  more  than  treacherous  Judah,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
weaknefles  of  the  good :  I  mean  to  fay,  that  the  world 
thinks  itfelf  fecure  when  it  fees  that  thofe  fouls,  who  pro- 
fefs  piety,  join  in  its  pleafures  and  frivolities;  are  warm, 
like  the  reft  of  men,  upon  fortune,  upon  favour,  upoa 
preferences,  and  upon  injuries ;  purfue  their  own  ends, 
liave  ftill  a  defire  of  pleafing,  eagerly  feek  after  difiin£lions 
and  favours,  and  foroetimes  make  even  piety  fubfervient 
towards  more  furely  attaining  them.  Ah  J  it  is  then  that 
the  world  triumphs,  and  that  it  feels  itfelf  comforted  in  the 
comparifon  ;  it  is  then  that,  finding  fuch  a  refemblance 
between  the  virtue  of  the  good  and  its  own  vices,  it  feels 
tranquil  upon  its  fituation,  and  thinks  that  it  is  needlefs  to 
change,  fince,  in  changing  the  name,  the  fame  things  are 
Ail  I  retained. 

And  it  is  here  that  I  cannot  prevent  myfelf  from  faying, 

with  the  apoftle  Peter,  to  you,  whom  God  hath  recalled 

"firom  the  ways  of  the  world  and  of  the  pafTions,  to  thofe 

of 
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of  (ruth  and  rigbteoufnefs ;  let  us  aEt  in  fiich  a  manttin' 

.asnong  the  worldly,  that,  in  place  ot  decrying  virtue  as 

jthey  have  hitherto  done»  and  of  defpifing  or  cenfuring 

^thofe  who  pra6lice  it;  the  good  works  which  they  fliatl 

behojd  in  us,  our.  pure  and  holy  xnaniiers,  our.patiehce 

under  fcorn,  pur.wifdom  and  our  tircumrpe£Uon  in  dif- 

courfe,  our  modefiy  and  humility  in  exaltation,  our  equals 

ity  of  mind  and  fubmiflion  under  difgrace,  our  gentlenefs 

towards  our  inferiorti  our  regard  for  our  equals,  ourfideN 

ity  towards  our  jnailers,  our  univerfal  qharity  towards  our 

.brethren,  force  them,  to  render  gloty.io  God,  make  them 

to  refpefl  and  even  envy  the  defliny  of  virtue,  and  difpofe 

their  hearts  to  receive  the  grace  of  light  and  ot  truth  when 

it  (hall  deign  to  vifit  them,  and  to  enlighten  them  upon 

:their  erroneous  ways.     Let  us.  (hut  up  the  mouth  of  all 

the  enemies  of  virtue  by  the  (ight  of  an  irreprcb'M(ibIe 

life :  Jet  us  honour  piety,  that  it  may  honour  us :  let  us 

.render  it  refpefiable  if  we  wi(h  to  gain  partifans'to  it :  let 

.us  furni(h  to  the  world  examples  which  condemn  it,  and 

not  cenfures  which  juflify  it :  let  us  accufiom  it  to  think, 

that  godlinefs  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promife 

xioi  only  of  the  life  to  come,  but  alfo  peace,  fatisfa£lion, 

and  content,  which  are  the  only  good,  and  the  only  real 

.plea(urespi  the  prefent  life. 

To  this  perfecution  of  fcandal  Herod  adds  a  perfecution 
of  fedu£lion :  he  tempts  the  fandity  and  the  fidelity  of 
the  niinifters  of  the  law  :  he  wifhes  to  make  the  zeal  and 
the  holy  boldnefs  ot  the  magi  inflrumental  to  his  impious 
defigns  :  in  a  word,  he  negle£ls  nothing  to  undo  the  truth 
before  he  openly  attacks  it. 

• 

And  behold  a  fre(h  manner  in  which  we  continually  per- 
Iccutc  the  truth.     Inihtjir/t  place,  We  weaken  the  piety 

of 


i>f  the  joft  hy  accuGng  their  fervor  of  exceb,  and  bj 
Sn^Iing  to  pcrfuade  them  that  they  do  too  moth ;  we 
exhort  them,  Uke  the  grand  tempter,  to  change  their  fioncs 
into  bread ;  that  it  to  lay,  to  abate  from  their  aufierity, 
and  to  change  that  retired,  gloomy,  and  laborious  life,- 
into  a  more  ordinary  and  comfortable  one :  we  give  tbeia 
loom  to  dread,  that  the  fequel  will  not  correfpond  with 
thefe  beginnings  :  in  a  word,  we  endeavour  to  draw  them 
nearer  to  us,  being  unwilling  to  raife  ourielves  to  a  level 
with  them,  ^dfy^  We  perhaps  tempt  even  their  fidelity 
mnd  their  innocence,  by  giving  the  moft  animated  defcrip- 
tions  of  thofe  pleafurcs  trom  which  they  fly  :  like  the  wife 
of  Job,  we  blame  their  fimplicity  and  weaknefs  :  we  ex% 
s^eraie  to  them  the  inconveniencies  of  virtue  and  the  dif- 
ficuhies  of  perfeverance :  we  (hake  them  by  the  example 
of  unfaithful  fouls,  who,  after  putting  their  hand  to  the 
plough,  have  caft  a  look  behind,  and  abandoned  their  la-^ 
hour  :  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  We  perhaps  attack  even  the  inf- 
movablc  ground- work  of  faith,  and  we  infinuate  the  inn- 
tility  ot  the  felt-denials  itpropofes,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  its  promifes.  3^(y>  We  harafs,  by  our  authority,  the 
zeal  and  the  piety  of  thofe  perfons  who  are  dependent  up- 
on us  :  we  exa£l  duties  of  them,  either  incompatible  with 
their  innocence,  or  dangerous  to  their  virtue  :  we  place 
them  in  fituations  either  painful  or  trying  to  their  faith ;  we 
interdi£l  them  from  praflices  and  obfervanccs,  either  ne* 
ceffary  for  their  fupport  in  piety,  or  profitable  towards 
their  progrefs  in  it :  in  a  word,  we  become  domeftic  tempt- 
ers with  refpc^l  to  them,  being  neither  capable  of  tafiing 
good  ourfelves  nor  fuflTering  it  in  others,  and  performing, 
towards  thefe  fouls,  the  office  of  the  demon,  who  only 
watches  in  order  to  deflroy.  Lajlly^  We  render  ourfelves 
culpable  of  this  perfecution  of  feduQion,  by  making  our 
talents  inllrumenul  to  the  deflru£lion  of  the  reign  of  Je« 

fus 
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fus  Chrlft :  the  talents  of  the  body  in  inrpirhig  iniquitous 
paflions;  in  placing  ourfelves  in  hearts  where  God  alone. 
ought  to  be ;  in  corrupting  the  fouls  for  whom  Jefus  Chrtft 
gave  his  blood :  the  ulents  of  the  mind  in  inducing  to 
vice ;  in  embellifiiing  it  with  alf  the  charms  moft  calculat- 
ed to  hide  its  infamy  and  horror ;  in  prefentiog  the  pojioa. 
under  the  moft  alluring  and  fedufiive  form  ;  and  in  ren- 
dering it  immortal  by  lafcivious  works,  through  the  means 
of  which  a  miferable  author  (ball,  to  the  end  of  ages, 
preach  up  vice«  corrupt  hearts,  and  infpire  his  brethren 
with  every  deplorable  paffion  which  had  enflaved  himfelf 
during  life ;  fliall  fee  his  punifliment  and  his  torments  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  impious  fire  he  has  lighted  up* 
(hall  fpread  upon  the  earth  ;  Ihall  have  the  (hocking  confo«- 
lation  of  declaring  himfelf,  even  after  death,  againft  his 
God,  of  gaining  fouls  from  him  whom  he  had  redeemed, 
of  ftill  infulting  bis  holinefs  and'majefty,  of  perpetuating: 
his  own  rebellion  and  diforders  even  beyond  the  tomb,  and- 
of  making,  even  to  the  fulfilment  ot  time,  the  crimes  of 
fell  men  his  own  crimes.     Woe,  faith  the  Lord,  to  all 
tfaofe  who  rife  up  againft  my  name  and  glory,  and  who  Jay 
fnaires  for  my  people !  I  will  take  vengeance  of  them  on 
the' day  of  my  judgment :  I  will  demand  of  them  the  blood 
of  their  brethren  whom   they  have  feduced,  and  whom 
they  have  caufed  to  peri(h  :   and  I  will  multiply  upon 
them,  and  make  them  for  ever  to  feel  the  moft  dreadful 
evils,  in  return  for  that  glory  which  they  have  ravifhed 
from  me. 

But,  a  laft  defcription  of  perfecutipn^  ftill  more  fatal  to 
truth,  is  that  which  I  call  a  perfecution  bf  power  and  vio-  ^ 
lence.     Herod,  having  gained  nothing  by  his.  artifices,  at 
laft  throws  off  themafk,  qpjenly  declares  himfelf  the  per-. 

Vol.  II.  T  t  fecutor 
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fitcutor  of  Jefus  Chrift,  dnd  wifhes  to  exttnguifb  in  ic» 
birth  that  light  which  comes  to  rllaminate  the  whole  world. 

The  fole  mention  of  ihe  cruelty  of  that  impious  prince 
firikes  us  with  horror;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  fabar' 
barous  an  example  can  ever  find  imitators  among  us :  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  world  is  full  of  thefe  kinds  of  public  and 
avowed  perfecutors  o^  the  truth :  and,  if  the  church  be 
no  longer  af9i£^ed  with  the  barbarity  of  tyrants*  and  with* 
the  effufion  of  her  children's  blood,  (he  is  ftill  every  day 
perfecuted  by  the  public  derifions  which  the  worldly  make 
of  virtue,  and  by  the  ruin  of  thofe  faithful  fouls  whom  flie 
with  grief,  fo  often  beholds  finking  under  the  dread  of 
their  derifions  and  cenfures. 

• 

Yes,  my  brethren,  thofe  difcomrfes  which  you  fo  readily 
allow  yourfelves  againft  the  piety  of  the  fervants  of  Gt>d» 
of  thofe  fouls  who,  by  their  fervent  homages,  recompenfe 
his  glor}^  for  your  crimes  and  infuhs :  thofe  derifions  of 
their  zeal  and  of  their  holy  intoxication  for  their  God ; 
thofe  biting  farcafms  which  rebound  from  their  perfon 
upon  virtue  itfelf,  and  are  the  moft  dangerous  temptation 
of  their  penitence :  that  feverity  on  their  account  which 
forgives  them  nothing,  and  changes  even  their  virtues  into 
vices  ;  that  language  of  blafphemy  and  of  mockery,  which 
throws  an  air  of  ridicule  over  the  ferioufnefs  of  their  com* 
pun6lion  :  which  gives  appellations  of  irony  and  contempt 
to  the  moft  refpeftable  praflices  of  their  piety;  which 
fhakes  their  faith,  checks  their  holy  refolutions,  difheart- 
ens  their  weaknefs,  makes  them,  as  it  were,  afhamed  of 
virtue,  and  often  is  the  caufe  of  their  returning  to  vice : 
behold  what,  with  the  faints,  I  call  an  open  and  declared 
perfecution  of  the  truth.     You  perfccutc  in  your  brother, 

fay* 


f  OR  TH£  DAT .  OF  THE  KFSPHANY.  3^  j 

fays  St.  Auguilin,  that  which  the  tyrants  tbemfelves  havt 
never  perfecoted  ;  (hey  have  deprived  him  only  of  life ; 
your  fcheme  is  to  deprive  him  ot  innoceniie  and  virtue : 
their  perfecution  extended  only  to  the  body;  you  carry 
yours  ^ven  to  the  de&ruSion  of  his  foul. 

What  my  brethren  !  is  it  not  enough  that  you  do  not 
yourfeives  ferve  the  God  for  whom  ybu  .are  created  ? 
(This  is  what  the  firft  defendejfs  of  faith,  the  Turtuliians^ 
and  the  Cyprians,  formerly  faid  to  the  Pagan  perfecutops 
of  the  faithful ;  and  muft  it  be  that  we,  alas  J  have  the 
fame  complaints  to  make  againil.  Cfari|lians?)  is  it  not 
enough  ?  Muft  you  alfo  perfecate  thofb  who  ferve  him  f 
You  aK  then  determined  neither  to  adore  hint  yourfelvcv 
nor  to  fuffer  that  others  do  it  ?  You  every  day  forgive  fo 
many  extravagancies  to  the  followers  of  the  world,  fo  ma- 
ny unreafonable  pafTions ;  you  excufe  them ;  what  do  I 
fay  ?  You  applaud  them  in  the  inordinate  defires  of  their 
heart :  in  their  moft  Ibameful  paflions  you  find  conflancy, 
fidelity  and  dignity :  You  give  honourable  names  to  their 
moft  infamous  vices  ;  and  it  is  a  juft  and  faithful  foul  alone, 
a  fervant  of  the  true  God,  who  has  no  indulgence  to  ex- 
pe&  from  you,  and  is  certain  of  attrafiing  upon  himfelF 
your  contempt  and  cenfures  f  But,  my  bsethren,  theatri- 
cal and  other  amufemenu  are  publicly  licenfed,  and  no- 
Ithing  is  faid  againft  them  :  the  madnefs  of  gambling  has  its 
declared  partifans,  and  they  are  quietly  put  up  with  :  am* 
bition  has  its  worthippers  and  flaves,  and  they  are  even 
commended :  voluptuoufnefs  has  its  altars  and  vifiims, 
and  no  one  conteft  them :  avarice  has  its  idolaters,  aud  not 
a  word  is  faid  againft  them  :  all  the  paffions,  like  fo  many 
facrilegious  divinities,  have  their  eftabliihed  worOiip,  witlv- 
out  the  fmalleft  exception  being  taken  ;  and  the  fole  Lord 
4>f  the  univerle,  and  the  Sovereign  of  all  men,  and  the  on- 
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ly  God  upon  the  etrth,  cither  fliill  not  )fe  (Senred  at  ilK  or 
fliall  not  be  it  with  impttnity;  and  without  every  obftacle 
hciflg  placed  in  the  way  of  his  fervice  ? 

■ 
Great  God !  avenge  then  thine  own  glory  :  render  .again 
to  thy  fervants  that  honour  and  that  luflre  which  the  impi- 
ous oncetfingly  lavifli  from  them :  do  not,  as  .  formerly, 
fend  ferocious  beafts  from  the  depths  of  their  .foreft  to 
devour  the  eontemners  of  virtue,  and  of  the  holy  fimpli* 
>.city  of  thy  prophets ;  but  deliver  them  i|p  to  their  inordi* 
•natedefires  fiill  more  cruel  and  infatiable,than  the  lion  or 
the  bear,  in  order  that,  worn  out,  racked  by  the  internal 
ccmvulfions  and  the  frenxies  of  their  own  paflicins,  they 
oay.  know  all  the  value  and  all  the  excellence  of  that 
virtue  which  they  contemn,  and  afpire  to  the  felicity  and 
so  the  defiiny  of  thofe  fouls  who  ferve  thee. 

« 

>  For,  my  brethren,  you  whom  this  difcourfe  regards, 
allow  me,  and  with  grief,  to  fay  it  here:  muft  you  be  the 
inftruments  which,  the  demon  employs  to  tempt  the  chofen 
ot  God,  and,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  lead  them  aftray  ? 
^uft  it  be  that  you  appear  upon  the  earth  merely  in  order 
to  juftify  the  prophecies  of  the  holy  books  with  regard  to 
the  perfipcutions,  which,  even  to  the  end,  are  inevitable 
.to  all  thofe  who  (hall  wifli  to  live  in  godlinefs  which  is  in 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  Muft  you  alone  be  the  means  of  fufiaining 
the  perpetuity  of  that  frightful  fuccelfion  of  perfecutors 
of  faith  and  of  virtue, .  which  is  to  endure  as  long  as  the 
church  ?  Muft  you,  in  default  now  of  tyrants  and  of  tor* 
tures,  continue  to  be  the  rock  and  the  fcandai  of  the  gof- 
pel  ?  Renounce  then  yourfelves  the  hope  which  is  in  Jefus 
Chrift;  join  yourfelves  with  thofe  barbarous  nations,  or 
with  thofe  impious  cbarafiers  who  blafpbeme  his  glory  and 
iib  divinity,  if  to  you  it  appears  fo  worthy  of  derifion  and 

laughter 
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laugBter  to  liVe  undtr  his  laws,  and  accordiDg  to  his  tnax* 
ims.  An  infidel  or  a  favage  might  fuppofe  that  wr,  who 
ferve  andwho  worfhip  him,  are  under  delufion ;  he  might 
pity  our  credulity  and  weaknefs  when  he  fees  us  facrific- 
ing  the  prefent  to  a  futurity,  and  an  hope  which,  in  his 
eyes,  might  appear  fabulous  and  chimerical ,  but  he  would 
be  fdrced  at  leaft,  to  confefs  ihat,  if  we  do  not  deceive 
ourfelves,  and  if  our  faith  be  juflly  grounded,  we  are  the 
wifeft  and  the  moft  eftimable  of  all  -  men.  But  for  you, 
who  would  not  dare  to  *  fiart  a  doubt  of  the  certitude  of 
faith,  and  of  the  hope,  which  is  injefus  Chrifi,  with  what 
eyes,  with  what  aftonifhment  would  that  infidel  regard  the 
cenfures  which  you  fo  plentifully  bellow  upon  his  fer- 
vants  ?  You  proilrate  yourfelves  before  his  crofs,  he 
would  fay  to  you,  as  before  the  pledge  of  your  falvation  ; 
and  you  laugh  at  thofe  who  bear  it  in  their  heart,  and  who 
ground  their  whole  hope  and  expeflation  in  it !  You  wor- 
fhip him  as  your  Judge  ;  and  you  contemn  and  load  with 
ridicule  thofe  who  dread  him,  and  who  anxioufly  labour 
to  render  him  favourable  to  their  interefts  ?  You  believe 
him  to  be  fincere  and  faithful  in  his  word ;  and  you  look 
upon,  as  weak  minds,  thofe  who  place  their  trud  in  him, 
and  who  fa^rifice  every  thing  to  the  grandeur  and  to  the 
certainty  of  his  promifes !  O  man,  fo  afloniffiing,  fo  full 
of  contradiCiions,  fo  little  in  unifon  with  thyfelf,  would  the 
infidel  exclaim,  how  great  and  how  holy  mufl  the  God  of 
the  Chriftians  therefore  be,  feeing  that,  among  ail  thofe 
who  know  him,  he  hath  no  enemies  but  fuch  as  are  of  thy 
defcription ! 

•  Let  us,  therefore,  refpeft  virtue,  my  brethren  ;  let  us 
honour  in  his  fervants,  the  gifts  of  God,  and  the  wonders 
of  his  grdce.  Let  us  merit,  by  our  deference  and  our  ef- 
teem  for  piety,  the  bleffing  of  piety  itfelt.     Let  us  regard 

the 
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tbe  worlhf  and  pious  as  the  fools  who  alone  conltnife  ti^ 
draw  down  the  favours  of  Heaven  upon  the  earth,  as  re- 
fources  eftabliflied  to  reconcile  us  one  day  with  God,  aa 
blefled  figns,  which  prove  to  us  that  the  Lord  ftill  Jooketh 
upon  men  with  pity:,  and  cpntinuelh  his  mercies  upon  his 
church.  Let  us  encourage  by  oar  praifes,  if  we  c'annot 
ftrengthen  by  our  example^  the  fouls  who  return  to  him  : 
let  us  applaud  their  change,  if  we  think  it  impoffible,  as  yet, 
to  chai^  ourfelves :  let  us  glory  in  defending  them,  if  our 
pafEons  will  not,  as  yet,  permit  tts  to  imitate  them.  Let  us 
reverence  and  efteem  virtue.  Let  us  have  no  friends  but 
the  friends  of  God :  let  us  count  upon  the  fidelity  of  men 
only  in  proportion  as  they  are  faithful  to  their  Mafier  and 
Creator :  let  us  confide  our  ferrows  and  our  fuflferings  only 
tothofe  who  can  prefent  them  to  him,  who  alone  can  con- 
fole  them :  let  us  believe  to  be  in  our  real  interefls  only 
chofe  who  ire  in  the  interefts  ot  our  lalvation.  Let  us 
fmooth  the  way  to  our  converfion  :  let  us,  by  our  refpeft 
for  the  juft,  prepare  the  world  to  behold  us  one  day,  with- 
out  furprife,  juft  ourfelves.  Let  us  not  by  our  derifiont 
and  cenfures,  raife  up  an  invincible  ftumbling-block  -ot 
human  refpefi,  which  ihall  for  ever  prevent  us  from  de- 
claring ourfelves  difciples  of  that  piety  which  we  have  fo 
loudly  and  fo  publicly  decried.  Let  us  render  glory  to  the 
truth  ;  and,  in  order  that  it  may  deliver  us,  let  us  religi- 
oufly  receive  it,  like  the  magi,  from  the  moment  that  it  is 
manifefted  to  us  :  let  us  not  diflemble  it,  like  the  priells, 
when  we  owe  it  to  our  brethren :  let  us  not  declare  againil 
it,  like  Herod,  when  we  can  no  longer  diflemble  it  our- 
felves, in  order  that,  after  having  walked  in  tbe  ways  of 
truth  upon  the  earth,  we  may  all  together  one  day  be  fanc- 
tified  in  truth  and  perfefied  in  charity. 

• 
SERMOlt 
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THE  DIVINITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 


Lure  ii.  si. 

His  name  was  called  Jtfus^  which  was  fo  named  of 

the  angel. 

JLX  God  lowering  himfelf  fo  far  as  even  to  become  man , 
aftoniffaes  and  confounds  reafon  ;  and  into  what  an  abyfii 
of  errors  is  it  not  plunged,  ii  the  tight  of  faith  come  not 
fpeedily  to  its  aid,  to  difcover  the  depth  of  the  divine  wif* 
dom  concealed  under  the  apparent  abfurdity  of  the  myf- 
tery  of  a  Man-God  ?  Thus,  in  all  times,  this  fundamental 
point  of  our  holy  religion,  I  mean  the  divinity  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  hath  been  the  ohjcGi  mofl  expofed  to  the  foolilh 
oppofitions  of  the  human  mind.  Men,  full  of  pride, 
whofe  mouths  ought  to  be  filled  with  only  thankfgivings 
for  the  ineffable  gift  made  to  them  by  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies, of  his  only  Son,  hare  continually  infulted  him,  by 
vomiting  forth  the  mofl  impious  blafphemies  againft  that 
adorable  Son.  Full  of  blindnefs,  who  have  not  feen  that 
the  fole  name  of  J^fus,  which  is  given  to  him  on  this  day, 
that  name  which  he  at  firft  receives  in  heaven,  and  which  an 
•ngel  conveys  to  the  earth,  to  Mary  and  Jofeph,  is  the  in- 
^onteflible  proof  of  his  divinity.  That  facred  name  eflab- 
HOies  him  the  Saviour  of  mankind ;  Saviour,  in  that, 
through  the  eEFufion  of  blood,  which  becomes  our  ranfom, 

he 


370  SERMON     XII. 

he  delivers  us  from,  and  from  the  confequences  infepara* 
ble  from  it,  viz.  the  tyranny  of  the  demon  and  of  hell  : 
Saviour,  in  that,  attrafiing  upon  his  own  head  the  chaf- 
tifement  due  to  our  prevarications,  he  reconciles  us  with 
God,  and  opens  to  us  afrefh  the  entry  of  the  eternal  fane* 
tuary,  which  fin  had  (hut  againft  us.  But,  ray  brethren, 
if  the  Son  ot  Mary  be  but  a  mere  man,  of  what  value, 
in  the  eyes  God,  will  be  the  oblation  of  his  blood  ?  If  Je« 
fus  Chrift  be  not  God,  how  will  his  meditatidh  be  accept* 
ed,  while  he  would  himfelf  have  occafion  for  a  mediator 

to  reconcile  him  with  God  ? 

t 

This  proof,  which  I  only  touch  upon  here,  and  fo  ma* 
ny  others  with  which  religion  furnifhes  me,  would  quickly 
flop  the  mouth  of  the  ungodly,  and  confound  his  impiety, 
if  I  undertook  to  ihew  them  in  all  their  light,  and  to  give 
an  extenfion  in  proportion  to  their  importance.  But,  God 
forbid  that  I  ihould  come  here,  into  the  holy  temple  where 
the  altars  of  our  divine  Saviour  are  raifed  up,  where  his 
worfhippers  afieroble,  to  enter  into  conteftation,  as  if  I  fpake 
in  the  prefence  of  his  enemies,  or,  to  make  the  apology  of 
the  myflery  of  the  Man-God,  before  a  believing  people, 
and  a  fovereign  whofe  mod  illuflrious  and  molt  cheriflied 
title  is  that  of  Chriftian.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to  combat 
thefe  ungodly,  that,  on  this  day,  I  confecrate  my  difcourfe 
to  the  divinity  and  to  the  eternal  glory  of  Jefus,  Son  of 
the  living  God  ;  I  come  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  confoling 
our  faith,  while  recounting  the  wonders  of  him  who  is  its 
Author  and  Pertefter  ;  and  to  reanimate  our  piety  in  ex- 

* 

pofing  to  you  the  glory  and  the  divinity  of  our  Mediator, 
who  is  its  obje6l  and  its  fweeteft  hope. 

It  is  even  proper  to  renew,  from  time  to  time,  thefe 
grand  truths  in  the  minds  of  the  great  and  ol  the. princes 

ot 
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•f  the  people,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  them  agatnll  thofe  dif. 
coiirfes  ot  infidelity  which  they,  in  general,  are  only  too 
fnuch  in  the  way  of  hearing  ;  and  it  is  expedient  fometimes 
to  raife  up  the  veil  which  covers  the  fanSuary,  that  they 
may  have  a  view  of  thofe  hidden  beauties  which  religion 
only  holds  out  to  their  refpe£l  and  to  their  homages. 

Now,  the  divinity  of  the  Mediator  can  only  be  proveit 
by  his  roiniftry ;  his  titles  can  appear  only  in  his  funfiions  t 
and,  in  order  to  know  whether  he  be  defcended  from  hea- 
ven, and  equal  with  the  mod  High,  it  requires  only  to  re- 
late the  purpofes  for  which  he  came  upon  the  earth.  He 
came,  my  biopthren,  to  form  an  holy  and  a  believing  people  ; 
a  believing  people,  who  fubje6l  their  reafon  to  the  facred 
yoke  ot  faith ;  an  holy  people,  whofe  converfation  is  in 
heaven,  and  who  zte  nft)  longer  refponfible  to  the  flefhi  to 
live  according  to  the  flefli :  fuch  ii  the  general  defign  of  his 
temporal  miffion. 

The  luftre  of  his  miniftry  is  the  firmeft  foundation  of 
our  faith :  the  fpirit  of  his  miniftry,  the  fole  rule  of  our 
morals.  Now,  if  he  was  only  a  nian  commiflioned  of  God, 
the  luflre  of  his  miniftry  would  be  the  inevitable  occafion 
of  our  fuperftition  and  idolatry  ;  the  fpirit  of  his  miniftry 
would  be  the  fatal  fnare  to  entrap  our  innocence4  Thus, 
whether  we  confider  the  luftre  or  the  fpirit  of  his  miniftiy, 
the  glory  of  his  divinity  remains  equally  and  invincibly 
eftabliflied. 

O  Jefus,  fole  Lord  of  all,  accept  this  public  homage  of 
our  confeflion  and  oi  our  faith !  While  impiety  blafphemes 
in  fecret,  and  under  the  (hades  of  darknefs  againft  thy  glory, 
allow  us  the  confolation  of  publiffiing  it  with  the  voice  of 

Vol.  II.  U  u  all 
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ill  ago  in  the  face  of  thefe  altars  ;  and  form,  in  ov  heart, 
not  only  that  faith  which  confefles  and  worfliips  tliee,  but 
alfo  thai  which  follows  and  which  imitates  thee. 

Part  I.  God  can  maniCeft  faimfelfto  men,  only  in  order 
to  teach  them  what  he  is,  and  what  men  owe  to  him ;  and 
religion  is,  properly  fpeaking,  but  a  divine  light,  which 
difcovers  God  to  man,  and  which  regulates  the  duties  of 
man  towards  God.  Whether  the  moft  High  (hew  himfdC 
to  the  earth,  or  whether  he  fill  extraordinary  men  with  hit 
fpirit,  the  end  of  all  bis  proceedings  can  be  only  the  know* 
ledge  and  the  fanfiificaiion  of  his  name  in  the  univerfe, 
and  the  eftablilhment  of  a  worfhip  in  which  they  vender  to 
him  what  is  due  to  him  alone. 

Now,  if  the  Lord  Jefus,  come  in  the  hilnefs  of  tine» 
was  nothing  more  than  an  upright  and  innocent  man,  only 
chofen  to  be  the  meflenger  of  God  upon  the  earth ;  the 
principal  end  ot  his  miniftry  would  have  been  that  of  ren- 
dering the  world  idolatrous,  and  of  raviQiing  irom  thedi. 
vinity  that  glory  which  is  his  due,  in  order  to  appropriate 
it  to  himfelf. 

In  efTeft  my  brethren,  whether  we  confider  the  luftre  of 
his  niiiiiilry  in  that  pompous  train  ot  oracles  and  of  figura- 
tive ailurions  which  have  preceded  him  in  the  wonderful 
circumihnccs  which  have  accompanied  htm,  and,  laftly, 
in  the  works  which  he  hath  operated ;  the  luftre  of  it  is 
fuch,  that,  if  Jefus  Chrift  was  only  a  man  fimiJar  to  us, 
God,  who  hath  fcnt  him  upon  the  earth  arrayed  in  fuch 
glory  and  power,  would  himfeli  have  deceived  us,  and 

would  be  culpable  of  the  idolatry  of  thofe  who  worQiip 
him. 

The 
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The  firft  fignal  charader  of  the  miniftry  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
is  that,  from  the  beginiiing  of  the  world,  it  was  foretold 
and  promifed  to  men.  Scarcely  had  the  fiill  of  Adam  taken 
place,  when  the  Reftorer,  whom  his  guilt  bad  rendered 
aeceflary  to  the  earth,  i«  mewn  to  him  from  afar.  In  the 
following  ages,  God,  it  would  appear*  is  only  occupied  in 
preparii^  mankind  for  his  coming :  if  he  manifeft  himfelf 
to  the  patriarchs,  it  is  in  order  to  confirm  their  faith  in  thai 
expe£lation  ;  if  he  infpire'  prophets,  it  is  in  order  to  an« 
Bounce  him ;  tf  he  ehoofe  to  himfelf  a  people,  it  is  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  it  thedepoGtary  of  that  grand  promife} 
if  he  prefcribe  facrifices  and  religious  ceremonies  to  men, 
k  is  in  order  to  trace  out  in  thtm«  as  from  afor,  the  hiflory 
of  him  who  was  to  come.  Whatever  took  place  upon  the 
earth  feems  to  lead  to  that  grand  event :  empires  and  king- 
doms tall  or  rife  only  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  it :  the 
heavens  are  only  opened  to  promife  it :  and,  as  St.  Paul 
lays,  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  to 
bring  forth  the  righteous,  who  is  to  come  for  the  redemptiois 
of  our  body  irom  the  bondage  of  corruption  and  fin. 

Now,  my  brethreni  to  infpire,  from  the  beginning  of  all 
ages,  the  earth  with  the  expefiation  of  a  man,  and  to  an- 
nounce him  to  it  from  heaven,  is  already,  in  fa£l,  to  pre- 
pare men  to  receive  him  with  a  kind  of  religion  and  woHhip  ; 
and,  even  granting  that  Jefus  Cbrift  were  to  have  only  the 
eclat  of  that  particular  circumflance  which  diftinguiChes 
him  from  all  other  men,  the  fuperAition  of  the  people, 
with  regard  to  him,  were  he  only  a  fimple  creature,  had 
been  to  dread.  But,  even  the  circumftance  of  Jefus  be- 
ing foretold  is  not  fo  wonderful  as  thofe  in  which  he  hath 
been  it,  which  are  more  furprifing  than  even  the  prophe- 
cies ihemfelves.    In  effefi,  if  Cyrus  and  John  the  Baptift 

have 
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have  been  foretold,  long  before  their  birth,  in  the  pro- 
phecies of  Ifaiah  and  of  Malachi,  tbefe  are  only  individual 
prophecies,  without  confequence  or  train,  and  which  are 
found  in  a  fingle  prophet  i  predi&ions  which  announce  on- 
ly particular  events,  and  by  which  the  religion  of  the  peo- 
ple could  never  be  caught  or  furprifed ;  Cyrus  to  be  the  re- 
eftabliOier  of  the  walls  pf  Jerufalem ;  John  the  Baptift  to 
prepare  the  way  for  him  who  was  to  come ;  both  in  order 
to  confirm,  by  the  accompliftimeot  of  their  particular  pro^ 
pbecies,  the  truth  and  the  divinity  ot  ^l  the  propbeci^ 
which  announce  JefM^  Cbrift. 

,  But  here,  my  brethfen,  it  u  a  Meflenger  of  HeaveD. 
foretold  by  a  whale  people,  announced,  during  four  thoo^ 
fand  years,  by  a  long  train  of  prophecies,  defired  of  all 
siations,  figured  by  all  the  ceremonies,  expefled  by  all  the 
juft,  and  {hewn  from  afar  in  all  ages.  The  patriarchs  ex- 
pire in  wiOiing  to  fee  him  :  that  juft  live  in  that  expe£hition : 
Withers  inftru£k  their  children  to  wi(h  for  him ;  and  this 
defire  is  like  a  domeftic  religion  which  is  perpetuated  from 
age  to  age.  The  prophets  themfelves  of  the  gentiles  fee 
the  Star  of  Jacob  ihining  from  afar ;  and  this  great  event 
is  announced  even  in  the  oracles  of  idols.  Mere,  it  is  not 
for  a  particular  event ;  it  is  to  be  the  refource  of  the  con- 
demned world,  the  legiflator  of  all  people,  the  light  of  na- 
tions, the  falvation  of  Ifrael ;  it  is  in  order  to  blot  out  ini- 
quity from  the  earth,  to  bring  an  eternal  righteoufnefs,  to 
fill  the  univerfe  with  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  to  be  the  blefled 
Wearer  of  an  immortal  peace  to  all  men.  What  a  pompous 
train !  What  a  fnare  for  the  religion  of  all  ages,  if  fuch  mag- 
nificent preparations  announce  only  a  fimple  creature ;  and, 
mere  efpecially,  in  times  when  the  credulity  of  the  peo- 
yle  fo  eafily  placpd  extraordinary  men  in  the  rank  of  Gods  I 
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BefideSy  when  John  the  Baptift  appears  on  the  borders 
of  the  Jordan  afraid,  it  would  Teem  that  the  Tingle  oracle 
which  had  foretold  him  might  become  an  occafion  of  idola* 
try  to  the  people  whom  the  fame  of  his  fanfiity  attrafled 
round  him,  he  performs  no  miracles  ;  he  never  ceafes  to 
fay  :  ''I  am  not  he  whom  you  expe3;  but  one  mightier 
"..than  me  cometh,  the  latchet  of  whofe  (hoes  I  am  not  wor* 
**  thy  to  unloofe  ;"  he  is  only  watchful  it  would  appear,  to 
prevent  fuperftitious  honours,  Jefus  Chrift,  on  the  con- 
trary, whom  four  thoufand  years  of  expe£lation,  ot  allu* 
fions,  of  prophecies,  of  promifes,  had,  with  fo  much  mag- 
nificence, announced  to  the  earth  ;  Jefus  Chrift,  far  from 
preventing  the  fuperftition  of  tho  people  with  regard  to 
himfelf,  comes  in  full  authority  and  might;  he  docs  mir- 
acles and  deeds  which  no  one  had  ever  done  before  him ; 
and,  not  only  he  raifes  himfelf  above  John  the  Baptift, 
but  he  gives  out  that  he  is  equal  with  God  himfelf. .  Had 
the  error  been  to  dread,  and,  if  to  render  to  him  divine 
honours  had  been  an  idolatry,  where  would  be  his  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  him  who  fends  him,  or  where  would  be  bit 
love  for  men  ? 

And  yet  more,  my  brethren,  all  the  extraordinary  men 
of  whom  the  preceding  ages  could  boaft,  all  the  juft<ai 
the  law  and  of  the  age  of  the  patriarchs,  bad  been  Qniy  tho 
imperfed  types  of  the  Chrift ;  and  again,  each  of  them  reir 
prefentedonly  fome  individual  trait  of  his  life  and  miniftry  ; 
Melchifedec,  his  priefthood  ;  Abraham,  his  quality  of  Head 
and  Father  of  believers  ;  Ifaac,  his  facrifice ;  Job,  his  per- 
fecutions  and  fufierings ;  Mofes,  his  office  of  Mediator ; 
Jofliua,  his  triumphant  entry  into  the  land  of  the  living 
with  a  chofen  people.  All  thefe  men,  however,  fo  venera- 
ble and  fo  miraculous,* were  only  rude  (ketches  of  theMef- 
^ah  to  come ;  an4  bow  great  mufl  that  Mefliah  himfelf 

have 
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hive  been  to  be,  feeing  bit  figures  were  fi>  iUuftrions  and 
lb  fliining !  Bat»  deprive  Jefus  Chrift  of  bis  diraiity  and 
«f  bis  eternal  origin,  and  tbe  reality  has  noibing  fuperior 
to  tbe  figure.  I  know,  as  we  (ball  afterwards  iay,  that, 
when  we  narrowly  examine  tbe  luftre  of  bis  wonders^ 
we  (ball  fin  them  marked  widi  divine  cbaraAers  wbicb 
are  only  to  be  found  in  tbe  life  of  thofe  great  men. 
But,  to  judge  of  tbem  by  the  eyes  oi  tbe  fenfes  abme, 
tbe  paraliei  would  not  be  favourable  to  Jeftu  Chri& 
la  be  greater  than  Abrdiam  ?  That  man  fo  great,  that 
the  Lord  himfelf,  among  his  moft  pompons  names,  bad 
taken  that  of  tbe  God  of  Abraham,  as  if  in  order  to 
proclaim  to  tbe  world  that  the  homages  of  a  man,  fo  right* 
eoos  and  fo  extraordinary,  were  aM>re  glorioos  to  his  fov* 
creignty  than  tbe  title  of  God  of  empires  and  of  nations  ; 
So  great,  that  the  Jews  believed  themfelves  fuperior  tp  aU 
other  nations  of  the  earth,  only  becaufe  they  were  the  pof« 
terity  of  the  famous  chief  fo  cheriflied  of  Heaven ;  and 
that  fathers,  in  recounting  to  their  children  the  wonders  of 
their  nation  and  the  biftory  of  their  anceftors,  animated 
them  to  virtue,  only  by  putting  them  in  remembrance  that 
they  were  the  children  o(  Abraham  and  the  members  of  a 
holy  race  ?  Is  he  more  wonderful  than  Mofes  ?  That  man, 
mighty  in  words  and  in  deeds,  mediator  of  an  holy  cov« 
enant,  who  broke  the  yoke  of  Egypt  and  delivered  his  peo« 
pie  from  bondage :  that  man,  who  was  eftabliflied  tbe  God 
of  Pliaraob,  who  feemed  the  mailer  of  nature,  who  cover* 
ed  the  earth  with  plagues,  who  divided  feas,  who  made  a 
new  nourifhrnent  to  be  Oiowered  from  heaven;  that  man, 
who  faw  the  Lord  face  to  ftce  upon  the  boly  mountain,  and 
who  appeared  before  Ifmel  all  refplendent  in  light  ?  What 
is  there  more  aftonifhtng  or  more  magnificent  in  the  life  of 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  Neverthelefs,  thefe  were  only  rude  (ketches 
of  his  glory  and  might :  he  was  to  be  the  laft  finifking  an4 
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perfefiion  of  tbem.  Now,  if  Jefus  Chrift  were  not  the 
image  ot  the  fubfiance  of  his  Father  and  the  eternal  fplen« 
dour  of  his  glory,  he,  at  the  utmoft,  could  only  be  equal* 
led  with  thefe  firft  men ;  and  the  incredulity  of  the  Jewi 
might,  without  blafphemy,  demand  of  him :  **  Art  thov 
greater  than  our  father  Abraham,  ory  than  the  prophetf 
which  are  dead :  whom  makeft  thou  thyfelf  ?"  I  have 
then  juftly  faid,  that  if,  in  the  firft  place,  you  will  eftimatA 
his  miniftry  from  that  pompous  train  of  orades  and  ot  fig-^ 
ures  which  have  announced  him,  the  fplendour  is  fucb, 
that»  if  Jefus  Chrift  be  but  a  man  fimilar  to  us,  the  wifdbm 
itfelf  of  God  would  be  culpable  ot  the  mifiake  of  thofe  who 
WoHhip  him. 

But,  my  brethren,  the  Chrift  hath  been  foretold  with  hit 
members:  we  are  comprifed  in  the  prophecies  which 
have  announced  him  to  the  earth :  we  have  been  promifed 
as  an  holy  race,  a  fpiritual  people,  who  were  to  bear  the  law 
engraven  on  their  heart,  who  were  to  figb  after  eternal 
riches,  and  who  were  to  adore  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  :  like 
Jefus  Chrift,  we  have  compofed  the  expefhition  of  the  juft 
of  ancient  times,  and  the  defire  of  nations :  we  are  that  new 
Jerufalem,  pure  and  undefiled,  fo  often  announced  in  the 
prophets,  where  God  alone  was  to  be  known  and  worfliip- 
ped ;  where  faith  was  to  be  the  fole  light  to  illuminate  us ; 
charity  the  only  bond  ot  union ;  and  the  land  of  pro* 
mife  the  only  hope  to  animate  us.  Now,  do  we  anfwer  an 
expefUtion  fo  illuftrious  and  fo  holy  7  Are  we  worthy  of 
having  been  the  earneft  defire  of  all  thofe  diftant  ages  which 
have  preceded  us  ?  Do  we  merit  to  have  been  looked  for- 
ward to  like  celeftial  men,  who  were  to  fill  the  earth  with 
fan£lity  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Have  not  thofe  ages  been  de- 
ceived in  their  expeQation  of  the  Chriftian  people  ?  Were 
the  juft  of  thofe  diflani  timet  to  return  upon  the  earth, 

could 
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could  we  prefent  duvrelvei  to  them;  and  fay :  Behold  tbofe 
cele&iaU, fpirituaK temperate,  believing, and charitahlemcn, 
wKom  you  expe£ted  ?  .Alas  I  my  briethrent  tfafe  juft  of  for* 
aer  times  were  Chrillians  before  the  birth  of  faith  ;  and 
we  are  ftill  Jews,  under  all  the  advantages  of  the.gofpel,; 
we  live  folely^  for  the  earth  :  we  kiiow  no  true  riches  but 
the  prefent  good  :  our  whole  religion  is  grounded  ia  the 
imfes:  we  have  received  more  affiances  but.  we  are  not 
more  believing. 

To  the  lufire  of  the  prophecies  which  hiTve  announced 
Jefus  Chrift,  we  mull  add  that  of  his  works.and  of  his  mtr* 
ades:  fecond  refplendent  chara£ler  of  his  miniftry.  Ye^^ 
my  brethren,  even  admitting  that  Heaven  had  not  promifed 
hifii  to  the  earth  with  fuch.  magnificence ;  that  the  n^anner 
in  which  be  was  to  appear  to.  the  earth  had  not.conftitntedt 
during  all  thefe  firft  age$,  the«.fole  occupation' i^d  ex- 
pectation of  the  univerfe ;  .did  ever  man  appear.m'ore  woo- 
dertul,  more  divine  in  bis  a£Uons,  and  in  all  the  circum- 
fiances  of  his  life  ? 

I  fay,  \Jlly%  in  his  a£lions  and  in  his  miracles.  I  know 
and  we  come  from  faying  it,  that,  in  the  ages  which  prece* 
ded  him,  extraordinary  men  had  appeared  upon  the  earth, 
to  whom  the  Lord  fcemed  to  have  delegated  his  omnipo- 
tence and  virtue  :  in  Egypt  and  in  the  defert  Mofes  appear- 
ed the  mafter  of  heaven  and  earth ;  in  the  following  ages 
Elijah  came  to  prefent  the  fame  fight  to  men.  But,  when* 
we  narrowly  examine  their  power  itfell,  we  find  that  all 
thefe  miraculous  men  always  bore  with  them  the  marks  of. 
weaknefs  and  dependance.  ^i 

m 

Mofes  only  operated  his  miracles  with  his  myfterious  rod.;, 
without  it  he  was  no  longer  but  a  weak  and  powerlefs  man  ;.- 

and 


THE  DitriHirr  op  jesus  cmiist.'  579 

«nd'  it  would  feem  that  the  Lord  bad  attached  the  virtile  of 
miracles  to  that  tnorfel  oi  parched  wood  for  tU^  purpofe 
of  making  the  Ifraelites  fenfible  that,  in  bis  handsj^  Mofea 

■ 

bimfeif  was  but  a  weak  and  fragile  inftrumeht^  Whom  be 
was  pleafed  to  employ  in  the  operation  of  grand  effefisi 
Jefos  Chrift  operates  the  grandeft  miracles*  even  without 
fpeaking ;  and  the  fole  touch  of  his  garment  cures  invete* 
rate  infirmities.     Mofes  communicates  not  to  his  difciplet 
the  power  of  operating  miracles ;  for  it  was  an  extraneous 
gift  which  be  had  received  from  Hempen,  and  which  he  bad 
not  the  power  of  delegating  :  Jefus  Chrifl  leaves  to  his  a 
Aill  greater  eflficacjr  than  had  appeared  even  in  himfelF* 
Mofes  always  aQs  in  tfie  name  of  the  Lord :  Jefus  Chrift 
operates  all  in  bis  own  name ;  and  the  works  oi  his  Father  . 
are  his.     Neverthelefs,  this  Mofes,  who  had  not  been  pro« 
^becied  like  Jefus  Chrift,  who  remitted  not  fins  as  be  did^ 
who  never  gave  bimfeif  out  as  equal  to  God,  but  only  at 
bis  faithful  fervant ;  this  Mofes,  dreading  that,  after  his 
death,  his  miracles  fliould  make  bim  pafs  for  a  god,  takes 
precautions  left,  in  the  revolution  of  ages,  the  credulity  of 
Us  people  render  to  bim  divine  honours :  be  goes  up  alone 
to  the  mountain,  to  expire  far  from  the  fight  of  bis  bre- 
thren, in  the  fear  of  their  coming  to  offer  up  vi£lims  upoa 
bis  tomb ;  and  for  ever  removes  bis  body  from  the  fuperfti- 
lion  of  the  tribes ;  he  does  not  fbew  himfelf  to  bis  difci« 
pies  after  bis  death ;  lie  contents  bimfeif  with  leaving  to 
diem  tlie  law  of  God,  and  employs  every  mean  to  obliterate 
bimfeif  from  their  remembrance*    And  Jefus  Chrift,  after 
all  the  miracles  be  operates  in  Judea,  after  all  the  prophe- 
cies which  bad  announced  him,  after  having  appeared  as  a 
God  upon  the  earth,  bis  tomb  is  known  to  all  the  univerfe^ 
expofed  to  the  veneration  of  all  people  and  ages ;  evea 
after  his  death  he  Ibews  bimfeif  to  his  difciples.    Was  fu- 
perftiiion,  thea  Ma  lo  be  dreaded  here?  Or  is  Jefus  Cbrifl 
.  Vol.  II.  W  w  Icfs 
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left  zealous  than  Mofcs  for  the  glory  oi  the  fupreme-Beih^^ 
and  for  the  falvation  of  men  ? 

Elijah,  it  is  true,  raifes  up  the  dead ;  but  he  is  obliged 
to  ftretch  himfelf  out  upon  the  body  of  the  child  whom  he 
tecalls  to  life ;  and  it  is  eafily  feen  that  he  invokes  a  for* 
cign  power ;  that  he  withdraws  from  the  empire  of  death 
a  foul  which  is  not  fubjugated  to  him  ;  and  that  he  is  not 
himfelt  the  mailer  oi  life  and  death,  Jefus  Chrift  raifea 
up  the  dead  as  eafily  as  he  performs  the  moft  common  ac* 
tions ;  he  fpeaks  as  a  mailer  oi  thofe  who  repofe  in  an 
eternal  fleep  ;  and  it  is  thoroughly  felt  that  he  is  the  God 
6k  the  dead  as  of  the  living,  never  more  tranquil  and 
-calm  than  when  he  b  operating  the  grandeft  things. 

f  Lajlly^  The  poets  reprefented  to  us  their  fybils  and 
their  priefiefles  as  mad  women  while  foretelling  the  future  : 
it  would  feem  that  they  were  unable  tofuilain  theprefi?nce 
^f  the  falfe  fpirit  which  dwelt  within  them.  Even  our 
own  prophets,  when  announcing  future  things,  without 
lofing  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  or  depaningfrom  thefolem- 
nity  and  the  decency  of  their  miniflry,  partook  of  a  di* 
vine  enthufiafm  :  the  foft  founds  of  the  lyre  were  often 
lieceiTary  to  aroufe  in  them  the  prophetic  fpirit:  it  was 
eafily  to  be  feen  that  they  were  animated  by  a  foreign  im-» 
ipulfe ;  and  that  it  was  not  from  their  own  funds  they  drevr 
the  knowledge  of  the  future,  and  thofe  hidden  myfleriea 
-which  they  announced  to  men«  Jefus  Chrift  propheciea 
as  he  fpeaks  ;  the  knowledge  of  the  future  has  nothing  ei« 
ther  to  move,  difquiet,  or  furprife  him,  becaufe  all  times 
are  contained  in  his  mind  ;  the  future  myfteries.  which  he 
announces  are  not  fudden  and  infufed  lights  to  his  foul ; 
they  are  familiar  obje£ls  to  him,  always  prefent  tohis  view» 
And  the  images  jof  which  be  finds  within  himfelf ;  and  aU 
» -^  ages 
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iges  to  come,  under  the  immenfity  of  bis  regards,  are  as 
fhe  prefent  day  which  illuminates  us.  Thus,  neither  the 
refurrefiion  of  the  dead,  nor  the  foretelling  of  the  future^ 
ever  injures  his  natural  tranquillity  ;  he  fportshimfelf,  if  I 
may  venture  to  fay  fo,  in  operating  miracles  in  the  uni- 
verfe  ;  and  if  he,  at  times,  appear  to  tremble  and  to  be 
troubled,  it  is  folely  when,  viewing  the  fin  and  perverfitjr 
of  his  people ;  becaufe  the  more  exalted  one  is  in  his  fanc- 
tity,  the  more  does  fin  ofifer  new  horrors ;  and  that  the  on- 
ly thing  which  a  Man-God  can  view  with  trembling,  is 
^e  fpe&icle  of  a  confcience  ftaioed  with  crimes. 

Such  is  the  omnipotency  of  Jefus  Chrift :  his  miracles 
4)ear  no  mark  of  dependance  :  and,  not  fatisfied  with  there- 
by  (hewing  to  us  that  he  is  equal  to  God,  he  alfo  advertifea 
us,  that,  whatever  wonder  is  operated  by  his  Father  upon 
the  earth,  he  likewife  operates ;  and  that  his  Father*! 
works  are  his.  Hath  any  prophet,  down  to  the  period  of 
JeTus  Chrift,  fpoken  in  this  manner ;  apd  who,  br  froi^ 
rendering  glory  to  God  as  the  author  ot  every  excellent 
.gift,  hath  attributed  to  himfelf  all  the  grand  things  which 
^  bad  pleafed  the  Lord  to  operate  through  his  miniftry  ? 

;  But,  my  brethren,  if  we  have  alfo  been  prophecied 
-with  Jefus  Chrift,  we  are  moreover  participators  of  hit 
fovereignty  over  ail  creatures.  Through  £uth  the  Chrif- 
iian  is  mafter  of  nature ;  all  is  fubjeA  to  him,  becaufe  be 
-liimfelf  is  inferior  only  to  God ;  all  his  afiions  .ought  to 
-be  miraculouSt  becaufe  they  ought  all  to  proceed  from  a 
fublime  and  a  divine  principle,  and  far.  above  the  power! 
of  human  weaknefs :  we  ought  to  be,  as  I  may  fay,  mirac- 
iilous  men,  mafters  of  the  world  in  contemning  it;  exalt- 
ed above  the  laws  ol  nature  by  overcoming  them ;  fove^ 
•feign  difpofen  of  events  by  a  thorough  and  tranquil  fub:v 

miflioa 
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iniffion  to  them  ;  more  powerful  than  deaiii  likMhj  wifli* 
lug  for  it.  Such  is .  the  rublimity  of  the  Cbriftiao  :  and, 
bow  great  moft  Jefiis  Chrift  have  been,  to  haVe  exalted  htt# 
sun  MFeaknefs  to  fucb  a  pinnacle  of  grandeur  and  might  i 

• 

Finally,  The  laft  fplendid  charaOtr  of  bis  miniftty  k 
the  marvellous  and,  till  then,  unheard-of  circumftancci 
vhich  compofe  the  whole  courfe  of  his  mortal  life*  I 
know  that -he  came  in  nakednefs  and  l^umiliation ;  bot, 
through  thefe  obfcore  and  contemptible  externals,  whil 
luftre  are  not  even  die  enemies  of  his  divinity  forced  t* 
acknowledge  there  ? 


In  ihtjirfi  plaee,  although  they  eoniider  him  at  a 
fltalilar  to  us,  they,  aevtfrthelefs,  believe  him  to  have  heok 
fontted,  through  the  invifible  opevation  ot  the  noft  High, 
in  tha  womb  oi  a  virgin  oi  Judah,  in  oppofition  to  the 
common  taw  of  the  children  of  Adam.  What  glory  al« 
ready  tor  a  fimple- creature  i 

Secondly^  Scarcely  it  he  born,  when  celeftial  legtona 
fing  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  and  give  us  to  underAand« 
that  this  birth  renders  his  glory  to  the  mofi  High,  and 
brings  an  eternal  peace  upon  the  earth.  What  then  is  this 
creature  who  can  render  glory  to  the  moft  High,  whofie 
glory  is  in  himfelf  alone  ?  Immediately  after  this  a  new 
ftar  calls  the  wiGs  men  from  the  heart  of  the  Eaft;  and, 
guided  by  that  miraculous  light,  thofe  righteous  men  come 
from  the  extremities  of  the  earth  |o  worfliip  the  new 
King  of  the  Jews« 

Trace  all  the  circumftances  of  hit  lite.  It  Mary  bring 
him  to  the  temple,  a  righteous  man  and  an  holy  woniaa 
proclaim  his  tuture  greataela ;  and  traofponed  with  an  hov 
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ty  jojr,  they  die  with  pleafure, '  aher  fatving  fitn  him 
whom  they  call  the  falvationot  the  world,  the  light  of  na- 
tions, and  the  glory  ot  Ifrael.  Thedofions,  sflembled  ib 
the  temple,  behold,  with  terror,  his  inlaney  tbbewirer 
and  more  enlightened  than  all  the  wifdom  oi  old  men.  In 
proportion  as  he  grows  up,  his  glory  unfolds  itfeli  :  John 
the  Baptift,  that  man,  the  greateft  ot  the  children  ol  men» 
humbles  himfelf  before  him,  and  fays  that  he  is  not  worthy 
of  performing  the  meanell  offices  to  him.  A  voice  trooi 
Heaven  declares  that  he  is  the  well-beloved  Son.  The  af- 
frighted demons  fly  from  before  him,  are  unable  to  fuppoiC 
the  fole  pnetMce  of  his  faniQity,  and  confefs  that  be  is  the 
holy  ol  God.  Collefi  together  tefttmonies  (b  dtiTerent 
jmd  fo  new,  circum&aiices  fo  unheard*of,  and  fo  e^traoiv 
dinary  :  what  is  this  inan  who  appears  upon  the  oartb 
with  fo  much  eclat  ?  And  are  not  the  people  who  hava 
worlbipped  him  at  leafi  exciifable  ? 

But  thefe  are  only  weak  preludes  of  his  glory.  If  he 
privately  withdraw  himfelf  upon  the  Tabor,  accompanied 
with  three  difciples,  his  glory,  impatient,  if  I  dare  to  fay 
it,  at  having  hitherto  been  held  captive  under  the  veil  of 
iiumanity,  openly  burfts  forth  :  he  appears  all  refpieodent 
in  light :  the  heavenly  Father,  who  then,  it  would  appear* 
left  the  glory  of  Jefus  Chrift  fliould  become  an  occaGon  of 
error  and  idolatry  to  the  aftoniflied  difciples^  fpefiators  of 
this  fight,  ought  to  have  warned  them  that  this  Jefus,  whom 
they  beheld  fo  glorious,  was  neverthelefs  only  his  fervatit 
and  meflenger,  declares  to  them,  on  the  contrary,  that  this 
is  his  well-beloved  Son,  in  w^om  he'  it  well'  pleafed»  and 
affixes  00  bounds  to  the  homages  which,  according  to  hts 
pleafuie,  they  are  to  render  to  him.  When  Motes  ap- 
peared  furrounded  with  glory,  an(d,  as  if  we^,  transfigured 
•n  mount  Sioaiy  afraid  left  the  likaelitcs,  always  fpperfli- 

tious. 
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fiobs,  flKMiId  confider  him  as  a  god  dtfcfnded  upoo  tht 
earth,  the  Lord,  amid  a  flame  of  fire,  declared  at  the  fame 
time  from  on  high,  "  I  am  that  I  am,  and  thou  (halt  wor- 
'^  ibip  only  me."  Mofes  himfelf  appears  before  the  p«o«- 
ple  with  only  the  taUes  of  the  law  in  his  hands,  as  if  to 
'let  them  know  that,  notwithftanding  the  glory  with  which 
they  had  feen  him  arrayed,  he  neverthelefs  was  only  the 
nintfter,  and  not  the  author  of  the  holy  law  ;  that  he 
could  ofler  H  to  them  only  engraven  oa  ftone,  and  that  it 
belonged  folely  to  God  to  engrave  it  on  hearts.  But,  on 
the  Tabor,  Jefus  Chrift  appears  as  the  legiOator  himfelf? 
the  new  hiw  is  not  given  to  him  by  his  Faslier  to  bear  it 
to  men  ;  be  only  commandeth  them  to  liften  to  him,  and 
Ifom  his  own  mouth  he  propofeth  him  as  their  legiflator, 
'or  rather  as  their  living,  and  eternal  law. 
•  -  .  -     .  ' 

What  more  fhall  I  fay,  my  brethren  ?  If  from  the  Tabor 
we  pafs  to  mount  Calvary  ;  that  place,  in  which  all  the 
ignominy  of  the  Son  of  Man  was  to  be  confummated,  it 
not  Icfs,  however,  the  theatre  of  his  glory  and  divinity; 
AH  nature  diforganized,  confefles  its  Author  in  him  ;  the 
flars  which  are  hidden  ;  the  dead  who  arife  ;  the  ftones  of 
the  tombs,  which  open  ot  their  own  accord,  and  break  in 
pieces  ;  the  veil  of  the  temple,  which  is  rent  from  top  to 
bottom  ;  even  incredulity  itfelf,  which  confefles  him 
through  the  mouth  of  the  centurion  :  all  feel  that  it  is  not 
an  ordinary  man  who  dies,  and  that  things  take  place  upon 
that  mount  totally  new  and  extraordinary. 

• 

Many  righteous  before  ]^im  bad  died  for  the  truth,  by 
the  hands  of  the  impious  :  the  head  ot  the  forerunner  had 
lately  been  feen  in  the  palace  of  Herod,  as  the  price  of 
voluptuoufnefs  :  Ifaiah,  by  a  grievous  death,  had  rendered 
glory  to  God  ;  and  notwithftanding  his  royal  blood»  his 

augu£b 
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aoguft  birth  was  inej9e3nal  in  Ibekering  him  from  thofe 
perfecutions  which  are  always  the  recompenfe  of  iruth 
and  zeal  :  many  others  had  died  tor  the  fake  of  righteouf* 
aefs  ;  bat  nature  feemed  not  wholly  interefted  in  their 
Offerings  ;  the  dead  forfook  not  their  tombs  to  come  and, 
as  it  were,  reproach  to  the  living  their  facriloge  :  nothingt 
in  any  degree  fimilar,  had,  as  yet,  appeared  upon  the  earth. 

-  Survey  the  reft  of  his  myfieries ;  every  where  you  will 
find  traits  which  diftinguiQi  him  from  all  other  men.  If  he 
life  up  from  among  the  dead,  befides  that  it  is  through  bit 
own  efficient^,  (which  no  eye  had  ever  yet  beheld,) 
it  is  not,  like  fo  many  others,  who  had  been  raifed 
«p  through  the  miniftry  of  the  prophets,  to  return  once 
more  into  the  empire  of  death :  he  arifes,  never  more  to 
die ;  and,  even  here  below,  he  receives  an  immortal  life* 
which  is  what  had  never  yet  been  accorded  to  any  crea« 
tufe. 

'  If  he  is  carried  up  into  heaven,  it  is  not  in  a  flaming 
chariot  that  he  vanilhes  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ;  he 
afcends  with  majefiy,  and  allows  all  leifure  to  his  afie£UMi« 
atedifciples  toworfbip  him,  and  to  accompany  their  divine 
Matter  with  their  eyes  and  their  homages.  The  angels,  aa 
if  to  receive  him  into  his  empire,  come  to  greet  this  King- 
•f  glory,  and  comfort  the  aiBi3ion  of  the  difciples,  by 
promiling  him  once  more  to  the  earth,  furrounded  with 
glory  and  immortality.  All  here  announces  the  God  of 
heaven,  who  returns  to  the  place  from  whence  he  came« 
9tnd  who  goes  to  refume  the  pofleffion  ot  his  owo  glory ; 
at  leaft,  every  thing  inclines  men  to  believe  fo. 

t 

I 

.  And,  in  truth,  my  brethren,  when  Elijah  is  taken.up  to 
heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot,  a  fingle  difciple  is  the  opJj  fpec- 

tatgr 
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tstor  of  that  miracolotu  aTcerifibn ;  it  takes  pbcfcin'a  tetifm 
ei  fpot,  removed  from  the  view  of  the  other  childrei^  of 
the  prophets,  who,  perhaps  more  credalons  and  lefr  en^ 
Tightened  than  Elifeus,  might  have  been  inclined  to  render 
divine  honours  to  that  moaculous  man.  But  Jefus  Chrill, 
furrounded  with  glory,  mounts  up  to  heaven  before  tti9 
eyes  of  five  hundred  difciples  ;  the  weakeft,  and  thofe  who 
were  leafi  confirmed  in  the  faith  of  his  TefurreQion,  are  the 
firfl  who  are  ifivited  to  the  holy  'mountain:  nothing' it 
dreaded  from  their  credulity  :  on  the  contrary,  their  adonu 
trons  are  equally  permitted  as  their  regrets  and  tears  ;  and 
a  life  full  of  prodigies,  till  then  fo  unheard-dl  on  the  eartb, 
is  at  tail  terminated  by  a  circumftance  ftill  more  wonderful^ 
tfnd  fuflictent  of  hfelf  to  make  him  to  be  regarded  as  m 
God,  aiid  to  imnciortaUre  error  an  idolatry  among  meii. 

-  In  eSe£l,  if  the  pagan  ages,  in  order  to  juAify  theridicis^ 

lous  and  impious  homagas  which  they  paid  to  their  legtflsi^ 
tors,  to  the  founders  of  empires,  and  to  other  celebrated 
then,  ga\^e  it  out,  in '  their  hiftbrians  and 'p6etSv  that'thbfe 
heroes  were  not  dead,  but  had  only  difappeared  from  the 
earth ;  and  that,  being  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  gods» 
they  had  afcended  to  heaven,  in  order  to  afTume  their  fta« 
fion  among  the  other  ftars,  which,  according  to  thein» 
were  fo  many  divinities  who  enlighten  us,  and  for  the  pur« 
pofe  of  there  enjoying  that  immortality  to  which  their  di« 
^ine  birth  entitled  them  :  if  fo  very  vulgar  a  fidion  bad  of 
itfelf  been  able  to  render  men  fo  long  idolatrous,  what  im^ 
preflion  mu(t  the  reality  of  that  fable  not  have  made  upon 
the  people  ?  And  if  the  univerfe  had  worfliipped  impoflors, 
who  were  falfely  faid  fo  have  mounted  up  to  heaven,  would 
it  not  have  been  excufable  to  worfhip  a  miraculous  man, 
ivhbm  men,  with  their  own  eyes,  bad  (ten  exalted  above 

the  flars  ? 

•  -  . 
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But  obfervct  my  brethren,  that  th^  occafion  oi  error 
finiffaes  not  with  Jefus  Chrift;  it  is  announced.to  us,  that, 
at  the  end  of  ages,  he  will  again  appear  in  the  heavens  fur- 
rounded  with  power  and  majefty,  and  accompanied  with 
all  the  heavenly  hoft  :  all  aflembled  nations'  (hall,  with  trem- 
bling, await  at  his  feet  the  decifion  of  their  eternal  delliny  : 
he  will  fovereignly  pronounce  their  deciGve  fentence.  The 
Abrahams,  the  Mofefes,  the  Davids,  the  Elijahs,  the  John 
theBaptifts,  and  all  that  ages  have  produced  *of  great  and 
moft  wonderful,  (hall  be  fubmitted  to  his  judgment  and  to 
his  empire ;  he  will  himfelf  be  exalted  above  all  power» 
all  dominicA  s^nd  all  which  is  termed  great  in  heaven  and 
in  the  eanh  ;  he  will  ere£l  his  throne  above  the  clouds,  and 
fit  on  the  right  hand  ot  the  moft  High :  he  will  appear 
Mafler,  not  only  of  life  and  death,  but  the  immortal  King 
of  ages,  the  Prince  of  eternity,  the  Chief  of  an  holy  peo* 
pie,  the  fupreme  Arbiter  of  all  the  created.  What  then 
is  this  man  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  delegated  fuch  j^ower  ? 
and  the  dead  themfelves,  who  (hall  appear  in  judgment  be- 
fore him,  (hall  they  be  condemned  for  having  worfhipped 
him,  when  they  (hall  fee  him  clothed  with  fuch  glory ,•. 
majefty,  and  power  ? 

And  one  reflexion,  which  I  beg  you  to  make  in  finiOi* 
Jng  this  part  of  my  difcourfe,  is  that,  if  only  one  extraor« 
dinary  and  divine  trait  were  to  be  found  here  in  the  courfe 
of  a  long  life,  we  might  be  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  fome* 
times  pleafeth  the  Lord  to  allow  his  glory  and  his  power  to 
(hine  forth  in  his  fervants.  Thus,  Enoch  was  carried  up, 
Mofes  appeared  transfigured  on  the  holy  mountain,  Elijah 
was  raifed  up  to  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot,  John  the  Baptift 
was  foretold.  But,  befides  that  thefe  were  individual  cir- 
cumftances,  and  that  the  language,of  thofe  miraculous 
men  and  of  their  difciples,  with  refpc£l  to  th«  divinity 
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and  to  themrelves,  left  no  room  for  fuperflition  and  flnf' 
take ;  here,  it  is  an  aflemblage  of  wonders,  which  M, 
or  even  taken  feparately^  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
deceive  the  credulity  of  men :  here,  all  the  different 
traits,  difperfed  among  all  thefe  extraordinary  men  wha 
bad  been  confidered  almoft  as  gods  upon  the  earth,  are 
colleQed  together  in  Jefus  Chrift,  but  in  a  manner  a 
thoufand  times  more  glorious  and  more  divine.  He  pro- 
phecies, but  more  loftily,  and  with  more  ftriking  charac« 
ters,  than  John  the  Baptift  :  he  appears  transfigured  in  the 
holy  mount,  but  furrounded  With  more  glory  than  Mofes  : 
be  afcends  to  heaven,  but  with  more  marks  of  power  and 
majefty  than  Elijah :  he  penetrates  into  the  future,  but 
with  more  accuracy  and  clearnefs.  thai  all  the  prophets : 
he  is  produced,  not  only  from  a  barren  womb  like  Samuel, 
but  likewife  by  a  pure  and  innocent  virgin :  what  ihall  I 
fay  ?  And  not  only  he  does  not  undeceive  men  by  certain  and 
precife  expreflions  upon  his  origin  as  purely  human ;  but 
his  fole  language  with  refpefl  to  his  equality  to  the  moft 
High ;  but  the  fole  dofirine  of  his  difciples,  who  tell  us 
that  he  was  in  the  bofomoi  God  from  all  eternity,  and  that 
all  hath  been  made  through  him,  who  call  him  their 
Lord  and  their  God,  who  inform  us  that  he  is  all  in  all 
things,  would  juftify  the  error  of  thofe  who  worOiip  him, 
bad  even  his  life  been,  in  other  refpe£ks,  an  ordinary  one, 
and  fimilar  to  that  of  other  men. 

O  you  !  who  refufe  to  him  his  glory  and  his  divinity, 
yet,  neverthelefs,  confider  him  as  a  Meflcnger  fent  by  God 
to  inftru£l  men,  complete  the  blafphemy ;  and  confound 
him  with  thofe  impoftors  who  have  come  to  feduce  the 
world,  fince,  far  from  tending  to  eftablifli  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  knowledge  of  his  name,  the  fplendour  of 
lui  miniilcy  has  anfwered  the  fole  purpofeof  crcfting  him- 
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felf  into  a  divinity,  of  placing,  him  at  the  Gde  of  the 
mod  High,  and  oi  plunging  the  whole  univerfe  into  the 
mod  dangerous,  the  moft  durable,  the  moft  inevitable, 
9ind  the  moft  univerfid  of  all  idolatries* 

For  our  part  my  brethren,  we  who  believe  in  him,  ani 
to  whom  the  myflery  of  the  Chrill  hath  been  revealed,  let 
us  never  lofe  fight  of  that  divine  model  which  the  Father 
fhews  to  us  from  on  high  on  the  holy  mount.     Let  us  en-* 
ter  into  the  fpirit  oi  the  divers  myileries  of  which  his  whole 
mortal  lile^is  compofed  ;  they  are  merely  the  different 
Aates  of  the  life  ot  the  Chriftian  on  this  earth  :  let  us  con- 
fefs  the  new  empire  which  Jefus  Chrift  came  to  form  in 
our  hearts.     The  world,  which  we  have  hitherto  fcrved, 
hath  never  been  able  to  deliver  us  from  our  grievances  and 
vrctchednefs.     We  vainly  fought  in  it,  freedom,  peace, 
and  comfort  of  life  ;  and  we  have  found  only  flavery,  dif- 
^uiet,  bitternefs  and  the  curfe  of  life.     Behold  a  new  Re- 
deemer,  who  comes  to  bring  peace  to  the  earth;  but  it  is 
not  as  the  world  promife*  it  that  he  gives  it  to  ui.     The 
\yorld  had  wifhed  to  condu£l  us  to  peace  and  happinefs 
through  the  pleafures  oi  the  fenfes,  indolence,  and  a  vaia 
philofophy;  it  hath  not  been  fuccefsfu! ;  by  favouring  our 
paflions  it  hath  otAy  augmented  our  puniOunents  :  Jefus 
Chrift  comes  to  propofe  a  new  way  tor  the  attainment  of 
that  peace  and  happinefs  which  we  fearch  after ;  detach- 
ment  from  and  contempt  of  the  world,  mortification  of 
the  fenfes,  felf-denial,  behold  the  new  riches   which  he 
comes  to  difplay  to  men.     Let  us  be  undeceived  ;  wehavfe 
no  happinefs  to  expe£l,  even  in  this  life,  but  by  rcprefCng 
our  paflions,  and  by  retufing  ourfelves  the  gratification  of 
every  pleafure  which  difquiets  and  corrupts  the  heart : 
there  is  no  philofophy,  but  that  oi  the  gofpel,  which  can 
beilov/  happinefs,  or  make  real  fages^  becaufe  it  alone  regu- 
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the  iniiid/  fixes  the  hetrt,  and*  by  reftoring  jgrnn  to'God', 
leftoses  him  to  himfelf.  All  tbofe  who  have  purHicd  other 
ways  have  found  miy  vanity  and  vexatiotf  oi  fpirit;>nd 
Jefus  Chrift  done,  in  bringing  the  fwoird  and  feparatioo» 
is  come  to  bring  peace  among  men. 

O  my  God !  I  know  only  too  well  that  the  world  and  its 
pleafures  make  none  happy  I  Come  then  and  refume  thy  , 
influence  over  a  heart  which  in  vain  endeavours  to  fly  from 
thee  ;  and  which  its  own  difgufts  recal  to  thee  in  fpite  of 
itfelh  come  to  be  its  Redeemer,  its  peace,  and  its  light,  and 
pay  more  regard  to  its  wretchcdnefs  than  to  its  crimes. 

Behold  now  the  luilre  of  tlie  mtniftry  of  Jefus  Cbrift 
would  operate  as  an  inevitable  occafion  of  idolatry  in  roei^ 
were  he  only  a  fimply  creature.  Let  us  tiow  fee  how  the 
fpirit  of  his  miniftry  would  become  the  fiiare  of  our  imio* 
cence. 

Part  IL  The  loflre  of  the  miniftry  of  Jefus  Chrift  ia 
Hot  the  moft  auguft  and  moft  magnificent  fide  of  it.  How- 
ever dignified  he  hath  appeared,  in  confequence  of  all  the 
oracles  which  have  annoiyiced  him,  the  v^orks  which  he 
hath  opperated,  and  the  fliining  circumftances  of  his  myfle* 
ries,  thefe  are  merely  the  outward  appearances,  as  I  may 
fay,  of  his^  glory  and  of  his  grandeur ;  and,  in  order  to 
know  all  that  he  is,  we  muft  enter  into  the  principle 
and  fpirit  of  his  miniftry.    Now,  in  the  fpirit  of  his  minif- 
try  are  comprifed  his  do£bioe,  his  favours,  and  his  promi- 
fes.     Let  us  difplay  thefe  in  their  proper  extent,  and  prove, 
either  that  we  muft  deny  to  Jefus  Chrift  his  quality  of  a 
righteous  man,  and  of  a  meflirnger  of  the  almighty  God^ 
which  the  enemies  of  his  divinity  grant  him  to  have  been, 
or  we  muft  admit  that  he  is  himfelf  a  God  manifefted  in 
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the  flefli»  and  come  down  upon  the  etrth  in  order  to  fave 
*  mankind. 

« 
Yes,  my  brethren,  this  is  an  inevitable  alternative :  if 
Jefus  Chrift  be  holy,  he  is  God ;  and,  if  his  minifiry  be 
not  a  minifiry  of  deceit  and  impoGtion,  it  is  the  miniftiy 
of  eternal  Truth  itfelf  which  hath  been  manifefted  for 
our  inflru6lion.  Now,  the  enemies  of  his  divine  birth 
are  forced  to  admit,  that  he  hath  been  a. man  righteous, 
innocent,  and  friend  of  Ood :  and  if  the  world  hath  be- 
held dark  and  impious  minds,  who  have  likewtfe  dared 
to  blafpheme  againft  his  innocence  and  to  confound 
him  with  feducers,  thefe  have  been  only  Tome  individual 
monfters  who  were  held  in  abhorrcnpe  by  the  human  race, 
and  whofe  napes  too  odious  to  all  nature,  are  for  ever  bu« 
ried  in  the  fame  darknefs  from  which  the  horror  of  their 
impiety  originally  came. 

In  efFefi,  what  man,  till  then,  .bad  appeared  upon  the 
earth  with  more  inconteftable  ^larks  of  innocence  and 
fanQity  than  Jefus,  Sou  of  the  living  God  ?  In  what  phi- 
lofopher  had  ever  been  obfervedTuch  a  love  of  virtue,  To 
fincere  ^  contempt  of  the  world.  To  much  charity  towards 
men,  fuch  indifference  for  human  glory,  fuch  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  the  Supreme  Being,  inch  elevation  above  what-* 
ever  is  admired  or  fought  after  by  men  ?  How  great  is  his 
zeal  for  the  falvation  ot  men  !  It  is  to  that  obje6l  that  he 
direfls  all  his  difcourfes,  all  his  cares,  all  his  defires,  and 
all  his  anxieties.  The  philofophers  criticifed  only  the 
men,  and  folely  endeavoured  to  expofe  their  weaknefs  or 
their  abfurdities  :  Jefus  Chrift  never  fpeaks  of  their  vices 
but  in  order  to.  point  out  their  remedies.  The  former 
were  the  cenfurers  of  human  weakiiefles  ;  Jefus  Chrift  is 
their  phyiicjui :  the  former  gloried  in  being  able  to  point 

out 
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out  vices  in  others,  from  which  they  themfelves  were  not 
exempted  ;  he  never  fpeaks,  but  with  the  bittereft  forrow, 
of  faults,  from  which  his  own  innocence  prote6ls  him,  and 
even  flieds  tears  over  the  diforders  of  an  unbelieving  city  : 
it  is  eafily  feen  that  the  former  had  no  intention  to  reclaim 
men,  but  merely  to  attra£l  cfleem  to  iberofelves,  by  pre- 
tending  to  contemn  them  ;  and  that  the  only  wi(h  of  the 
latter  is  to  fave  them,  and  that' he  is  little  affeAed  with 
their  appiaufcs  or  efteem. 

Purfue  the  whole  detail  of  his  manners  and  of  his  con* 
du3,  and  fee  if  any  righteous  chara3er  hath  ever  appeared 
on  the  earth  more  generally  exempted  from  all  the  moft 
infeparable  weakneffes  of  humanity.  The  more  narrowly 
he  is  examined,  the  more  is  his  hn&ity  difplayed.  His 
difciples,  who  have  it  bed  in  their  power  to  know  him, 
are  the  moft  affeded  with  the  innocence  of  his  life  ;  and 
familiarity,  fo  dangerous  to  the  mofl  heroical  virtue,  fcrves 
Only  in  his  to  difcover  frefli  matter  of  wonder.  He 
fpeaks  only  tlK?  language  of  Heaven  :  he  never  replies  but 
when  his  anfwers  may  be  ufeful  towards  the  falvation  of 
thofe  who  interrogate  him.  We  fee  not  in  him  thofe  in. 
tervals,  as  I  may  fay,  in  which  the  man  re-appears  :  on 
every  occafion  he  is  the  meffenger  of  the  Moft  High.  The 
commoneft  a£lions  are  extraordinary  in  him,  through  the 
novelty  and  the  fubliniity  of  thedifpofitions  with  which  he 
accompanies  them  ;  and,  when  he  eats  with  the  pharifce, 
he  does  not  appear  a  man  lefs  divine  than  when  he  raifes 
up  Lazarus.  Surely,  my  brethren,  nature  alone  could 
never  lead  human  weaknefs  fo  far  ;  this  is  not  a  philofo- 
pher  who  enjoins  to  others  what  he  doth  not  himfelf,  it  is 
^  righteous  charader  who,  in  his  own  examples,  adopts 
the  rules  and  precepts  ot  his  do£lrine  ;  ^nd  holy  muft  he 
indeed  be,  feeing  the  very  difciple  who  betrayed  him,  fo 
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imereilcd  to  juflify  his  own  perfidy  by  an  expofure  oi  his* 
fauhs,  renders  public  teftimony,  however,  to  his  innocence 
and  fanQity  ;  and  that  the  whole  challenged  malice  of  hi« 
enemies  hath  never  been  able  to  convi£l  him  ot  fin. 

Now,  I  fay,  that,  if  Jefi^  ChriA  be  holy,  he  is  God  ; 
and  that,  whether  you  fhould  confider  the  do6lrine  which 
he  hath  taught  us  with  rcfpefi  to  bis  Father  or  with  refpefl 
to  men,  it  is  no  longer  but  a  mafs  of  equivocations  or  qual^^ 
ified  blafphemies,  if  he  be  only  an  ordinary  man,  jnerely 
deputed  by  God  for  the  infiru£lion  oi  ]nen« 

I  fay,  whether  you  (hould  confider  it  with  refpeft  to  his 
Father.  In  efFeft,  if  Jcfus  Chrifl  be  but  a  fimpleMefTen* 
ger  of  theMoft  High,  he  comes,  then,  for  the  folc  purpofe 
of  manitefting  to  idolatrous  nations  the  unity  ot  the  divine 
eflence.  But,  befides  that  his  miilion  principally  regards 
the  Jews,  who,  tor  a  long  time  pafi,  had  not  returned  to 
idolatry,  and,  confequently,  needed  not  that  God  fhould 
raife  up  a  prophet  to  reclaim  them  from  an  error  oi  which 
they  were  not  guilty,  and  a  prophet  whom  they  were 
taught  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  expe£i  as  the 
Jight  ot  Ifrael,  and  the  Redeemer  of  his  people  ,  and,  be« 
fides,  in  what  manner  doth  Jefus  Chrift  fulfil  his  miniflry, 
and  what  b  his  language  with  regard  to  the  fupreme  Being  ? 
Mofes  and  the  prophets,  charged  with  the  fame  miifion, 
never  ccafe  to  proclaim  that  the  Lord  was  one  and  the 
fame ;  that  it  was  itnpious  to  compare  him  to  the  fimi* 
litudc  of  the  creature ;  and  that  they  themfelves  were  on- 
ly his  fcrvants  and  meffengers,  vile  inftruments  in  the  hands 
of  a  God,  who,  through  them  operated  great  things.  No 
dubious  expreifion  efcapes  from  their  mouth  on  fo  effential 
a  point  of  their  roiflion;  no  comparifon  of  themfelves  to 
to  the  fupreme  Beings  always  dangei#is,  in  confcquence 
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of  the  nataral  tendency  of  man  to  proftitute  his  homages 
to  men,  and  to  raife  up  for  himfelf  palpable  and  vifible 
gods  ;  no  equivocal  term  which  might  have  blended  them- 
felves  with  the  Lord,  in  whofe  name  they  fpake,  and  haye 
given  birth  to  a  fuperftitioa  and  an  idolatry,  to  combat 
which  they  only  came. 


But,  if  Jefus  Chriff  be  only  a  meflenger  fuch  as  they 
were,  with  how  muchlefs  fideKty  doth  he  fulfil  his  mtnif- 
try !  He  continually  fays  that  he  is  equal  to  his  Father ;  he 
acquaints  us,  that  he  hath  come  down  from  heaven,  and 
that  he  hath  quitted  the  bofom  of  God ;  that  he  was  before 
Abraham ;  that  he  was  before'  all  things,  that  the  Father 
and  he  are  one :  that  eternal  life  confills  in  the  knowledge 

j^^  of  the  Son,  as  well  as  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Father ; 

that  whatever  is  done  by  the  Father  the  Son  alfo  doth.   Had 

^  any  prophet,  down  to  Jefus  Chrift,  fpoken  in  a  language 

fo  new,  fo  ftrange,  fo  dirrerpe£ltul  towards  the  fupreme 
God ;  and  who,  far  from  rendering  glory  to  God  as  the 
author  oi  every  good  gift,  hath  attributed  to  his  own  e{E« 
ciency  the  great  things  which  the  Lord  had  deigned  to  ope-  ' 
rate  through  his  miniftry.  Every  where  he  compares  him* 
felt  to  the  fovereign  God ;  on  one  occafion,  indeed,  he  fays 
that  the  Father  is  greater  than  he  ;  but  what  language  is  that, 
if  he  be  not  himfelf  a  God  manifefted  in  flefh  ?  And  would 
we  not  confider  as  a  fool  any  man  who  fhould  ferioufly 
tell  us  that  the  fupreme  Being  is  greater  than  he  ?  Even  to 
dare  to  compare  himfelf  with  the  divinity,  is  it  not  equal- 
ling  himfelf  to  him  ?  Is  there  any  proportion  either  of 
greater  or  lefs  betwixt  God  and  man,  betwixt  the  whole 
and  nothing  ?  But  what  do  I  fay  ?  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  con- 
tent with  faying  that  he  is  equal  to  God  :  he  even  juftifies 
the  novelty  of  tbefe  expreflions  againft  the  murmurings 
of  the  Jews  who  At  offendod  at  them ;  iar  from  clearly 

undeceiving 


THE  DIVINITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  Jg^ 

undeceiving  them,  be  confirms  them  in  the  ofience  :  oa 
every  occafion  he  afFe6ls  a  language,  which,  unlefs  cleared 
up  and  juftified  by  his  equality  to  his  Father,  becomes  ei« 
ther  foolifli  or  impious.  If  he  be  not  God,  what  came  he 
to  do  upon  the  earth  ?  He  comes  to  fcandalife  the  Jews, 
by  giving  them  room  to  believe  thatt  he  compares  himfelf 
to  the  moft  High :  he  comes  to  feduce  nations,  by  procur- 
ing to  himfelf  the  adoration  of  the  whole  earth  after  his 
death  :  he  comes  to  fpread  freOi  obfcurity  over  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  not,  as  he  hath  vaunted,  to  fpread  underftand- 
ing,  light,  and  the  knowledge  of  God.  What  I  9iy  bre- 
thren, Paul  and^  Barnabas  rend  their  garments  when  the/ 
are  taken  for  gods ;  they  loudly  proclaim  to  the  people  who 
wiftied  to  offer  up  viQims  to  them:  Worfhip  the  Lord 
alone;  whofe  fervants  and  minifters  we  are.  The  angel  in 
the  Revelation,  when  St.  John  proflrates  himfelf  to  wor- 
fhip him,  rejeSs  the  homage  with  horror,  and  fays  to  him  : 
"  Worfliip  God  alone  ;  I  am  only  thy  fellow-fervant,  and 
••  of  thy  brethren  that  have  the  teitimony  of  Jefus."  And 
Jelus  Chrift  tranquilly  fuffers,  that  they  render  diyine  hon- 
ours to  him !  And  Jefus  Chrift  praifes  the  faith  oi  the  dif- 
ciples  who  worfhip  him,  and  who,  with  Thomas,  call  him 
their  Lord  and  their  God !  And  Jefus  Chrift  ever  confutes 
his  enemies  who  conteft  his  divinity  and  divine  origin !  Is 
he  then  lefs  zealous  than  his  difciples  tor  the  glory  of  him 
who  fends  him  ?  Or  is  it  a  matter  of  lefs  importance  to  him 
pointedly  to  undeceive  the  people  on  a  miftake  fo  injuriont 
to  the  fupreme  Being,  and  which  in  fa3,  deftroys  the 
whole  fruit  of  his  miniftry  ? 

4 

Yes,  my  brethren,  what  bleffing  hath  the  coming  of  Je- 
fus Chrift  brought  to  the  world,  if  thofe  who  worfhip  him 
be  idolatrous  and  profane  ?  All  who  have  believed  in  him 
have  worfhipped  him  as  the  eternal  ^Ri  of  the  Father,  the 
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image  of  his  fubftance,  and  the  fple ndour  of  his  glory.  There 
tS  but  a  fmall  number  of  men  in  Chriflianity,  who,  though 
they  :icknowledge  him  as*  a  mefienger  of  God,  yet  refufe 
to  him  divine  honours :  even  this  feft  univerfally  banifhed, 
and  execrable  even  in  thofe  places  where  every  error  findv 
an  afylum,  is  reduced  to  a  few  obfcure  and  concealed  fol*> 
lowers ;  every  where  punifheJas  an  impiety  froin  the  ia- 
Aant  that  it  dares  to  avow  itfeli  ;  and  forced  to  bide  itfdf 
in  obfcurity,  and  in  the  extremities  of  the  tnoft  diftakiik 
provinces  and  kingdoms.    Is  it,  then,  that  mmxerous  peo^ 
pie  of  every  tongue,  of  every  tribe,  and  of  every  nation^ 
which  Jefus  Chrift  came  to  form  upon  the  earth  7  Is  it  • 
jferufalem,  formerly  barren,  and  become  fruitful,  which 
was  to  contain  tribes  and  nations  in  its  bofom,  and  wbcie 
the  moll  diftant  ifleft,  princes,  and  kings,  wiere  to  come 
to  worihip  7  Are  thefe  the  grand  advanta^s  which  dM 
world  was  to  reap  from  the  miniftry  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  It 
this  then,  that  abundance  oi  g;*ace,  that  plenitude  of  the 
fpirit  of  God  flied  over  all  men,  that  univerfal  regenera* 
tion,  that  fpiritual  and  lading  reign  which  the  prophets 
had  foretold  with  fuch  majefly,  and  which  was  to  afttend 
tTie  coming  of  the  Redeemer  ?  What !  my  brethren,  an 
expectation  fo  magnificent  is  then  reduced  to  the  mifera- 
ble  fight  of  the  world  plunged  into  a  new  idolatry  ?  That 
event,  fo  blefled  tor  the  earth,  promifed  for  fo  many  ages, 
announced  with  fo  much  pomp,  fo  eameflly  longed  for  by 
all   the  righteous,  and  held  out  from  afar  to  the  whole 
univerfe  as  its  only  refource,  was  then  to  corrupt  and  to 
pervert  it  for  ever?  That  church,  fo  fruitful,  of  which 
kings  and  Cefars,  at  the  head  of  their  people,  were  to  be 
the  children,  was  then  to  contain,    in  its  bofom,  only  a 
fmall  number  of  men,  equally  odious  to  heaven  and  to 
the   earth,    the   difjpace  of  nature  and  of  religion,  and 
QbligeJ  to  keJUf  in  obfcurity,  a  fhelter  for  the  horror  of 
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tlieir  blarpbemy  ?  And  all  the  iuture  magnificpAce  of  the 
gofpel  was  then  to  he  lin%ited  to  the  formation  of  the  de^* 
tefiable  fe&  i)f  an  impious  Socinus  ? 

O  God !  liow  wife  and  Kafonable  doth  the  faith  of  thy 
church  appear,  when  oppofed  to  the  ahfurd  contradifiions 
of  unbelief !  And  how  confoling  for  tfabfe  who  believe  ia 
Jefus  Chrift^  and  who  place  their  hope  in  him,  to  behold 
the  abyiles  which  pride  digt  for  itfelf  when  it  pretends  to 
open  n«iir  ways,  and  to  fap  the  only  foundation  of  the  faith 
And  of  the  hope  of  Chriflians. 

Behold,  my  brethren,  how  the  cU)6lrioe  of  Jefus  Chrift 
with  relation  to  his  Father,  eflablifhes  the  glory  of  his  eter- 
nal origin.    Thus,  when  the  prophets  fpeak  of  the  God 
of  heaven  and  of  the  earth,  their  expreffions  are  too  weak 
for  the  magnificence  and  the  grandeur  ot  their  ideas.  Full 
of  the  immenfity,  the  omnipotence,   and  the  majefty  of 
the  fupreme  Being,  they  exhatift  the  weaknefs  of  the  hn- 
inan  language  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  Gorrefp<Mid  with  the 
fublimity  of  thefe  images.    That  God,  Is  be  who  mear 
lures  the  waters  of  the  ocean  in,  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
who  Weighs  the  mountains  in  his  balance,  in  whofe  hands 
are  the  thunders  and  the  tempefts,  who  fpeaks  and  all  is 
done ;  who  amufes  hirofelf  in  upholding  the  univerfe.     It 
was  natural  for  fimple  men  to  fpeak  in  this  manner  of  the 
glory  of  the  moft  High ;  the  infinite  dtfproportion  betwixt 
the  immenfity  of  the  fupreme  Being  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
buman  mind  muft  flrike,  dazzle  and  confound  it ;  and  the 
mod  pompous  exprefltons  are  too  feeble  to  CQnvev  its  af- 
tonifliment  and  admiration. 

But,  when  Jefus  Chrift  fpeaks  of  the  glory  of  the  Lpti, 
•k  is  ao  longer  in  the  popupooa  iliUllf  the  prophets ;  he 
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calls  him  an  holy  Father,  a  righteous  Father,  a  merciful 
Father,  a  Shepherd  who  purfues  a  ftrayed  Iheep,  and  kindly 
bears  it  home  himfelf ;  a  Friend  who  yields  to  the  impor- 
tunities  of  his  friend ;  a  Father  feelingly  affeEled  with  the 
return  and  the  amendment  of  his  Son :  it  is  clearly  feen 
that  this  is  a  Child  who  fpeaks  a  dpmefiic  language ;  .that 
the  familiarity  and  the  fimplicity  of  his  expreflions  fuppofe 
in  him  a  fublimity  of  knowledge  which  renders  the. idea  of 
the  fupreme  Being  familiar  to  him,  and  prevents  him  from 
being  llruck  and  dazzled,  as  we  are,  with  his  majefiy  and 
glory  ;  and,  laftly,  that  he  only  fpeaks  of  what  is  laid  ope  A 
to  his  view,  and  which  he  poflefles  himfelf.  A  perfon  is 
much  lefs  ftruck  with  the  eclat  of  titles  which  he  has  borne, 
as  I  may  fay,  from  his  birth  :  the  children  of  kings  fpeak« 
Without  emotion,  of  fceptres  and  crowns ;  and  it  is  like* 
^ife  the  eternal  Son  alone  of  the  living  God  who  can  fpeak 
fo  familiarly  of  the  glory  of  God  himfelf. 

* 

Behold,  my  brethren,  feeing  we  participate  with  Jefus 
ChVift  in  all  his  bleflings,  the  right  which  he  hath  acquired 
for  us,  of  confideringGod  as  our  Father,  of  daring  to  call 
ourfelves  his  children,  and  of  loving  rather  than  of  fear* 
ing  him.  Neverthelefs,  we  fer1?e  him  like  flaves  and  heir- 
lings  :  we  dread  his  chaftifements ;  but  we  are  little  a£fe6led 
by  his  love  and  his  promifes :  his  law  fo  righteous,  fo 
holy,  has  nothing  pleafing  for  us  ;  it  is  a  yoke  which  op« 
prefles  us,  which  excites  our  murmurs,  and  which  we  would 
foon  free  ourfelves  from  were  our  tranfgreiEons  againft  it 
to  go  unpunifhed :  nothing  is  heard  but  complaints  againft 
the  feverity  of  its  precepts,  but  contentions  in  order  to  fup- 
J)ort  the  propriety  of  thofe  foftenings  which  the  world  aU 
ways  mingles  with  their  practice  :  in  a  word,  were  he  not 
an  avenging  God  we  would  never  confefs  him ;  and  it  is 
to  his  juiiice  and  to  fiis  chaftifements  alone  that  he  it  indebi* 
^cd  for  our  refpe3  and  homages. 

Bui 
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But  the  do£lrine  of  Jefus  Chrift,  with  relation  to  men, 
whom  he  came  to  inftru£l,  doth  not  lefs  efiablifli  the  truth 
of  his  divine  birth.  For  I  fpeak  not  here  of  wiidom,  the 
fan6lity,  and  the  fublimity  of.  that  dodrine :  in  it,  every 
thing  is  worthy  of  reafon,  and  of  the  foundeft  philofopby : 
every  thing  is  proportioned  to  the  wretcbednefs.and  to  the 
excellency  of  man,  to  bis  wants  and  to  his  exalted  lot ; 
every  thing  there  infpires  contempt  for  per)(hable  things, 
and  the  love  of  eternal  riches :  every  thing  maintains 
good  order,  and  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  dates  : 
every  thing  there  is  grand,  becaufe  every  thing  is  true ; 
the  glory  of  the  deeds  is  more  real  and  more.ibinipg  in  the 
heart  than  the  deeds  themfelves.  The. wife  ma{i  of  the 
gofpel  feeks,  from  his  virtue  here  below,  only  the  fatis«> 
fa&ion  of  obeying  God,  who  will  one .  day  amply  re- 
compenfe  him  for  it,  and  he  prefers  the  tefiiroony  of  his 
own  confcience  to  all  the  applaufes  of.  men  :  heis greater 
than  the  entire  world,  through  his  exalted*faiih :  and  he 
is  below  the  lead  oi  men,  through  the  modeOJr^  his 
fentiments.  His  virtue  feeks  not,  in  pride,  the  indem- 
aity  of  its  fufierings ;  that  is  the  fird  enemy  which  it 
attacks ;  and,-  in  tha^  divine  philofopby,  the  mod  heroicai 
aQions  are  nothings  from  the  moment. that  we  count 
them  as  any  thing  ourfelves :  it  confiders  glory  as.  an 
error,  profperity  as  a  misfortune  elevation  as  a  preci- 
pice, adlifiions  as  favours,,  the  earth  as  a  place  of  exile- 
ment, all  that  happens  as  a  dream.  What  is  this  new  lan- 
guage ?  What  man  prior  to  Jefus  Cbrid  had  ever  fpoken 
in  this  manner?  And  if  his  difciples,  merely  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  announced  this  divine  do3rine,  were 
taken  by  a  whole  people  for  gods  defcended  upon  the  earth, 
what  wordiip  fliall  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  refufe  to 
him  who  is  the  author  of  it,  and  in  whofe  name  they  an- 
nounce it  ?         *     .  .  +-      . 

But 
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But,  let  us  leave  tbefe  gcoeral  reflefiionSy  and  qome  to 

the  more  precife  duties  of  that  Jove  and  dependance  which 

bis  do3rine  exafis  of  men  with  regard  to  hirofelf.    He 

commands  us  to  love  him,  as  he  command^  us  to  love  his 

Tather :  he  infifts  that  we  dwell  in  him,  that  is  to  lay,  that 

We  eltablifh  ourfelves  in  him,  that  we  feek  our  happinefs 

in  him,  as  in  his  Father ;  that  we  direft  all  our  a£lions,  all 

our  thoughts,  all  our  defires,  that  we  direfl  ourfelves  to 

his  glory,  as  to  the  glory  of  his  Father ;  fins  thetpfelves 

are  not  remitted  but  to  thcyfe  who  fincerely  love  him ; 

and  all  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  juft,  and  the  reconciliation 

of  the  fmner,  are  the  efie£U  of  the  love  which  we  have 

for  him.     What  is  the  man  who  comes  to  ufurp  the  place 

t>f  God  in  our  hearts?  Is  a  creature  worthy  of  being  loved 

ifor  itfelf,  and  every  noble  and  eftimable  quality  which  it 

may  poflefs,  is  it  not  the  fole  gift  of  him  who  alone   is 

worthy  of  all  love  ? 

MThat  prophet  prior  to  Jefus  Chrift  had  ever  fpoken 
thus  to  men  :  You  ihall  love  me ;  whatever  you  do,  you 
Ihall  do  it  for  my  glory.     You  fhall  love  the  Lord  your 
God,  faid  Mofes  to  the  children  of  Ifrael.     Nothing  is 
amiable  in  itfelf  but  what  can  bellow  happinefs  upon  us : 
flow,  no  creature  can  be  our  happinefs  or  our  perfe£lion : 
no  creature,  confeqiiently,  is  worthy  of  being  loved  for 
itfelf  ;  it  would  be  an  idolatry.     Any  man,  who  comes  to 
propofe  himfelf  to  men  as  the  objefl  of  their  love,  is  im» 
pious,   and  an  impoftor  who  feeks.  to  ufurp  the  moft  eflen- 
tial  right  of  the  fupreme  Being :  he  is  a  monfler  of  pride 
and  folly,  who  wants  to  erefi  altars  to  himfelf,  even   in 
hearts,   the  only  fanEluary  which  the  divinity  had  never 
yielded  up  to  profane  idols.     The  do6lrine  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  doftrine  fo  divine,  and  fo  much  admired  even  by  tlie 
pagans,  would  no  longer,  in  that  cafe,  be  but  a  monftrous 
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mixture  of  impiety,  of  prefumption,  and  of  folly,  if,  not 
being  bimfelf  the  God  bleHed  in  all  ages,  he  had  made  that 
love  which  he  exa6led  of  his  difciples,  the  moft  eflential 
precept  of  his  morality ;  and  it  would  be  a  ridiculous  mark 
of  oftentation  in  him,  to  have  held  bimfelf  out  to  men  as 
a  model  ot  humility  and  modefty,  while,  in  fa3,  he  was 
carrying  prefumption  and  unlimited  compliance  to  a  de. 
gree  far  beyond  all  the  proudell  philofophers,  who  had 
never  afpired  to  more  than  the  efteem  and  the  applaufes  of 
men. 

Nor  is  this  all :  not  only  Jefus  Chrift  infifis  that  we  love 
him,  buthealfo  exaCls  ot  men  marks  of  the  moft  difmter- 
efted  and  moft  heroical  love.  He  infifts  that  we  love  him 
more  than  our  relations,  than  our  friends,  than  our  fortune, 
than  our  life,  than  the  whole  world,  than  ourfelves;  that 
we  fuffer  all  for  his  fake,  that  we  renounce  all  for  him, 
that  we  (bed,  even  to  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood  for  him : 
whoever  renders  not  to  him  thefe  grand  homages,  is  un- 
worthy of  him :  whoever  puts  him  in  competition  with 
any  creature,  or  with  bimfelf,  infults  and  diflionours  him, 
and  forfeits  every  pretenfion  to  his  promifes. 

What !  my  brethren,  he  is  not  fatisfied,  as  the  idols, 
and  even  the  true  God  bimfelf  bad  appeared  to  be,  with 
the  facrifices  of  goats  and  bulls  ?  He  carries  his  preten- 
tions ftill  further,  and  requires  ot  man  the  facrifice  of  bim- 
felf; that  he  fly  to  gibbets ;  that  he  oflTer  himfelf  to  death 
«nd  to  martyrdom  for  the  glory  of  his  name !  But,  if  he 
be  not  the  Mafter  ot  our  lite,  by  what  right  doth  he  exa6l 
it  of  us  ?  If  our  our  foul  be  not  originally  come  from 
him,  is  it  to  him  that  we  ought  to  return  it  ?  Is  that  regain- 
ing it,  to  have  loft  it  for  his  fake  ?  If  he  be  not  the  Author 
ot  pur  being,  do  we  not  become  lacrilegious  and  muf- 
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derers  when  we  facrifice  ourfelves  for  his  glory,  and  when 
we  transfer  to  a  creature,  and  to  a  fimple  meflenger  oi  God 
the  grand  facrifice  of  our  being,  folely  deftined  to  con- 
fefs  the  fovereignty  and  the  power  oi  the  eternal  Maker, 
who  hath  drawn  us  from  nothing  ?  That  Jefus  Chrift  die 
himfelf,  well  and  good,  for  tlie  glory  of  God,  and  even 
that  he  exhorts  us  to  follow  his  example ;  many  prophets 
before  him  had  died  for  the  Lord's  fake,  and  had  exhorted 
their  difciples  to  walk  in  their  ftepa.  But  that  Jefus 
Chrift,  if  he  be  not  God  himfelf,  (hould  order  us  to  die 
for  himfelf,  (bould  exa£l  of  men  that  laft  proof  of  love ; 
that  he  (hould  command  us  to  offer  up  a  life  for  him  which 
we  hold  not  of  him ;  is  it  poflible  that  men  fliould  have 
'  ever  exifted  upon  the  earth  To  vulgar  and  fo  Qupid  as  to  al- 
low themfelves  to  be  led  away  by  the  extravagance  of  fuch 
a  dofirine  ?  Is  it  poflible  that  maxims  fo  ridiculous  and  fo 
impious  fliouId  have  been  able  to  triumph  over  the  whole 
univerfe,  to  overthrow  all  fefls,  to  recal  all  minds,  and 
to  prevail  over  every  thing  which  had  hitherto  appeared 
exalted,  either  in  learning,  in  doftrine,  or  in  the  wifdom 
of  the  earth  7  And,  if  we  confider  as  barbarians  thofe  fa* 
vage  nations  who  make  a  facrifice  of  themfelves  upon  the 
tombs  and  aflies  of  their  relations  and  friends,  why  fhould 
we  view,"  in  a  more  refpe£lable  light,  thofe  difciples  of 
Jefus  Chrift  who  have  facrificed  themfelves  for  his  fake  ? 
A)id  (hall  not  his  religion  be  equalJy  a  religion  of  barbari- 
ty  and  of  blood  ? 

Yes,  my  brethren,  the  Agnes',  the  Lucias,  theAgathas, 
thofe  firft  martyrs  of  faith  and  of  modefty,  would  then 
have  facrificed  themfelves  to  a  mortal  man  ?  And,  in  pre- 
ferring  to  fhed  their  blood  rather  than  to  bend  the  knee  be- 
fore vain  idols,  they  would  have  fhunned  one  idolatry  only 
in  order  to  fall  into  another  more  comdcmnabie,  in  dying 

for 
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for  Jefus  Chrift  ?  The  generous  avowers  oF  faith  would 
then  have  been  only  a  fet  ot  defperate  and  fanatical  men* 
who,  like  madmen*  had  run  to  death  ?  The  tradition  of 
the  martyrs  would  then  be^hC/'Ionger  but  the  lift  ot  an  im^ 
pious  and  bloody  fcene  ?  The  tyrants  and  perfecutors 
Would  then  have  been  the  defenders  of  rigfateournefs*  and 
of  the  glory  of  the  divinity  !^  Cbriftianity  itfelf  a  facrile- 
gious  and  profane  fe£l  ?  The  huiilan  race  would  then  have 
totally  erred  ?  And  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  far  from  hav- 
ing been  the  feed  of  believers,  would  have  anfwered  the 
fole  purpofe  of  inundating  the  whole  univerfe  with  fiiperfti- 
lion  and  idolatry  ?  O  God  !  can  the  ear  of  mafl  Iift£ii  to  fuch 
blafphemies  without  horror  ?  And  what  more  is  neceflarjf 
tb  overthrow  unbelief  than  to  fhew  it  to  itfeli  ?  '  "^ 

Such  dre  our  firft  duties  towards  Jefus  Chrift  ;  tb  faerie 
fice  to  him  our  inclinations^  our  friends,  our  relatiotis,  our 
fortune,  our  life  itfelf,  and,' in  a  word,  wjiatever  may  fifmd 
in  the  way  of  our  falvation  ;  it  is  to  confefs  his  divinity; 
it  is  to  acknowledge  that  he  alone  can  fupply  the  ^lace  of  all 
that  we  forfake  for  him*  and  render  to  tif  even  more  than 
we  quit*  by  giving  to  us  bimfelf.  It  is  he  alone*  fays  the 
fipoftle  Johd,  «who  contemns  the  world  iand  all  ks  pleafures» 
who  confelfes  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Sea  of  God,  becacrfti 
he  thereby  pronouncies  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  greater  than  the 
world,  more  capable  of  rendering  us  happy,  and  coflfe* 
quently  more  worthy  of  our  love. 


ff 


But  it  is  Dot  fuf&cient  to  have  confidered  the  fpliit  of 
the  miniftry  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  his  do3rine ;  it  is  neceifary 
tb  confider  it,  fecondly,  in  the  fpecial  favours  and  bleiEngs 
which  the  univerfe  has  received  from  hiiti.  He  came  to 
deliver  all  men  from  eternal  death  ;  from  enemies  of  God, 
as  they  were,  be  bath  rendered  them  his  children :  be  hath 
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fecured  to  them  the  poflcflTion  ot  the  kingdom  of  Cod, 
and  of  immutable  riches ;  he  hath  brought  to  them  the 
knowledge  of  falvation  and  the  doftrine  of  truth.  Thefe 
gifts,  fo  magniflcent,  have  r%  landed  even  with  him  ;  feat- 
ed  on  the  right  hand  of  his  Father,  he  ftill  flieds  them  over 
our  hearts  ;  all  our  miferies  fiill  find  their  remedy  in  him  : 
he  pourifhes  us  with  his  body  ;  he  wafhes  us  from  our 
fUins  by  continually  applying  to  us  the  price  of  his  blood  ; 
he  iornis  paftors  to  condu£l  us  ;  he  infpires  prophets  to  in- 
Urufl  us  ;  he  fan£lifies  righteous  chara8ers  to  animate  us 
by  their  example  ;  he  is  continually  prefcnt  in  our  hearts  to 
comfort  all  their  wants :  man  hath  no  pafllon  which  his 
grace  doth  not  cure,  no'^affli^lion  which  it  doth  not  render 
pleafing,  no  power  but  what  fprings  from  him ;  in  a  word, 
fm  affiires  us  himfelf  that  he  is  our  way,  our  truth,  cur 
life,  our  righteoufnefs,  our  redemption,  our  light.  What 
new  doQrine  is  this  7  Can  a  fingle  man  be  the  fource  of  To 
many  benefits  to  other  men  ?  Can  the  fovcreign  God,  fo 
jealous  of  his  glory,  attach  us  to  a  creature,  by  duties  and 
ties  fo  intimate  and  facred,  that  we  depend  almoft  more  up- 
on that  creature  than  upon  himfelf  ?  Would  there  be  no 
danger  that  a  man,  become  fo  beneficial  and  fo  neceffary  to 
other  men,  (hould  at  laft  become  their  idol  ?  That  a  man, 
author  and  difpenferot  fo  many  bleffings,  and  who  difchar- 
ges,  with  regard  to  us,  the  office  and  all  the  fun6h"ons  of  a 
god,  flioi'ld  likcwife  in  a  little  time,  occupy  his  place  in 
oar  hearts  ? 

For  obferve,  ray  brethren,  that  it  is  gratitude  alono 
which  hath  formerly  made  fo  many  gods.  Men,  negleft* 
ing  the  Autl:or  of  their  being  and  of  the  univerfe,  wor- 
fliipped,  at  firll,  the  air  which  enabled  them  to  live,  the 
earth  which  nouriflicd  them,  the  fun  which  gave  them 
light,  and  the  moon  which  prefidcd  over  the  night :  fuch 

were 
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were  their  Cybeles,  their  Apollos,  their  Dianas.  Thejr 
worfhipped  thofe  conquerors  who  had  delivered  them  from 
their  enemies  ;  thofe  benevolent  and  upright  princes  who 
had  rendered  their  fubjefts  happy,  and  the  memory  of  their 
immortal  reign  ;  and  Jupiter  and  Hercules  were  placed  in 
the  rank  of  gods,  the  one  for  the  number  of  his  vlflorie?, 

m 

and  the  other  in  confequence  of  the  happinefs  and  tran- 
quillity ot  his  reign  :  in  the  ages  of  fuperftition  and  cre- 
dulity, men  knew  no  other  gods  than  thofe  who  were  fer- 
viceable  to  them.  And  fuch  is  the  charaCler  of  man  ;  his 
worfhip  is  but  his  love  and  his  gratitude. 

Now,  what  man  hath  ever  benefited  mankind  fo  much 
as  Jefus  Chriil  ?  Recolle£lall  that  the  pagan  ages  have  told 
lis  ot  the  hiftory  of  their  gods,  and  fee  if  they  beiievcd 
themfclves  indebted  to  them  what  unbelief  itfclf  acknow. 
ledges,  with  the  holy  books*  the  world  to  be  indebted  to 
Jefus  Chrift.  To  fome  they  thought  themfelvcs  indebt- 
ed for  favourable  winds  and  a  fortunate  navigation  ;  to 
others  for  the  fertility  of  feafons  ;  to  their  Mars  for  fuc- 
cefs  in  battle  ;  to  their  Janus  for  the  peace  and  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  people ;  to  Efculapius'  for  their  iiealth. — 
But  what  are  thefe  weak  benefits,  if  you  compare  them 
to  thofe  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  lllowercd  upcXn  the 
earth  ?  He  hath  brought  to  it  an  eternal  peace,  a  lafling 
happinefs,  righteoufnefs  and  truth  ;  he  hath  made  of  it  a 
new  world  and  a  new  earth ;  he  hath  not  loaded  a  tingle 
people  with  his  benefits,  he  hath  loaded  all  nations,  the 
whole  univerfe  ;  and  what  is  more,  be  hath  become  our 
benefa£lor  only  by  fuSering  as  our  victim.  What  could 
he  do  more  exalted  or  more  noble  for  the  earth  ?  If  grati- 
tude hath  made  gods,  could  Jefus  Chrift  fail  to  find  wor- 
ihippers  among  men  ?  And,  were  it  poflible  that  any  ex- 
cefs  could  take  place  in  our  love  and  in  our  gratitude  to 
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.him,  was  it  at  ail  proper  that  welhould  be  To  deeply^indebt* 
ed  to  him  ? 

Again,  if  Jefus  Chrift,  in  dying,  had  informed  his  dif- 
ciples  that  to  the  LfOrd  alone  they  were  indebted  for  fo  ma^ 
Iiy  benefits,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  merely  the  infirur* 
inent,  and  not  the  author  and  fource  of  all  thefc  fpecial  hn 
vours,  and  that  they  ought,  confequently,  to  forget  him, 
and  to  render  to  God  that  glory  which  was  due  to  him 
alone  :  but  very  difTerently  than  with  fnch  inIlru£lions  doth 
Jcfus  Chrift  terminate  his  wonders  and  his  minifiry.  He 
not  only  requires  that  his  difciples  forget  him  not,  and  that 
they  do  not  ceafe,  even  after  his  death,  to  hope  in  him ; 
]^ut,  on  the  point  of  quitting  them,  he  aflurcs  them  that, 
even  tp  the  confummation  of  time,  he  will  be  prefent  with 
them  ;  he  promifcs  ftill  more  than  he  hath  already  beftowed 
upon  them,  and  attaches  theq^  for  ever  to  himfelf  by  in* 
diifolublc  and  immortal  ties. 

In  eflfeQ,  the  promifcs  which,  in  that  laft  moment,  ho 
makes  to  them,  are  ftill  more  aftonifhing  than  all  the  fa- 
vours he  had  granted  to  them  during  his  life.  In  the Jirfi 
place,  hepromifes  to  them  the  confoling  Spirit,  which  he 
calls  the  Spirit  ot  his  Father ;  that  Spirit  of  the  truth 
which  the  world  cannot  receive;  that  Spirit  of  energy 
which  was  to  form  the  martyrs  ;  that  Spirit  of  intelligence 
which  was  to  enlighten  the  prophets ;  that  Spirit  of  wifdom 
which  was  to  conduCl  the  paftors ;  that  Spirit  of  peace 
and  of  charity  which,  of  all  believers,  was  to  make  only 
one  heart  and  one  foul.  What  right  hath  Jefus  Chrift  over 
the  Spirit  of  God,  to  difpofe  of  it  at  his  pleafure,  and  to 
promife  it  to  men,  if  it  be  not  his  own  Spirit ;  Elijah,  af^ 
ccnding  to  heaven,  looks  upon  it  as  a  thing  hardly  pof^ 
(ible  tp  promife   to  £,iif<?uS|    individually,    his  twofoMi 
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fpirit  of  zeal  and  prophecy :  bow  far  was  he  from 
promifing  to  him  the  eternal  Spirit  of  the  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, that  Spirit  ot  liberty  which  agitates  where  he  thinks 
fit !  Neverthelefs,  the  promifes  of  Jefus  Clirift  are  ac- 
complifted  ;  fcarcely  hath  be  afcended  to  heaven  when 
the  Spirit  of  God  defcends  upon  the  difciplcs  ;  the  illite- 
rate become  at  once  more  learned  than  all  the  fages  and 
philofophers  ;  the  weak  more  powerful  than  the  tyrants  ; 
the  fooliOi,  according  to  the  world,  more  prudent  than  all 
the  wifdom  of  the  age.  New  men,  animated  with  a  new 
Spirit,-  appear  upon  the  earth  ;  they  attrafl  all  to  walk  in 
their  Heps :  they  change  the  face  of  the  univerfe ;  and, 
even  to  the  end  of  9ges^  (hall  that  Spirit  animate  his 
church,  form  righteous  fouls,  overthrow  the  unbelieving, 
confole  bis  difciples,  fuftain  them  amid  perfecutions  and 
difgraces,  and  ihall  bear  witnefs  in  the  bottom  of  their 
heart  that  they  are  children  of  God,  and  that  they  are  en- 
titled, through  that  auguft  title,  to  more  real  and  more  fo- 
lid  riches  than  all  thofe  of  which  the  world  can  ever  def- 
poil  them. 

Secondly t  Jefus  Chrift  promifes  to  his  difciples  the  keys 
of  heaven  and  of  hell,  and  the  power  of  remitting  fins. 
What !  my  brethren,  the  Jews  are  deeply  offended  when 
he  pretends  to  remit  them  himfelf,  and  when  he  feems  to 
attribute  to  himfelf  a  power  rcferved  to  God  alone ;  but, 
how  will  all  nations  of  the  earth  be  fcandalifed  when  they 
ihall  re^d,  in  his  gofpel,  that  he  hath  even  delegated  this 
power  to  his  difciples  7  And,  if  he  be  not  God,  hath  the 
mind  of  man  ever  imagined  fuch  an  inftance  of  temerity, 
and  folly  ?  What  right,  in  efie3,  hath  he  over  confciences, 
to  bind  or  to  unbind  them  at  his  pleafure,  and  to  transfer 
tp  weak  men  a  power  v/hich  he  himfelf  could  not  exercife 
K^itbout  blafpbemy* 

Tiirdfy, 
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Thirdly,  But  this  is  not  all ;  be  promifes  to  his  difcx- 
ples  the  gift  likewife  of  miracles  ;  that,  in  his  name,  they 
fliould  raife  up  the  dead  ;  that  they  (hould  reftorc  fight  to 
the  blind,  health  to  the  fick,  and  fpeech  to  the  dumb  ; 
that  they  (hould  be  matters  ot  all  nature.  Mofes  pro- 
mifes not  to  his  difciples  the  gifts  with  which  the  Lord 
had  favoured  him :  he  is  fenfible  that  the  power  is  not  his 
own,  and  that  the  Ldrd  alone  can  beflow  it  on  whomfo- 
ever  he  may  think  fit.  Thus,  after  his  death  when  Jo- 
Ihua  arrefis  the  fun  in  the  middle  of  his  courfe,  in  or- 
der to  complete  the  vi£lory  over  the  enemies  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  it  is  not  in  the  name  of  Mofes  that  he  com* 
mands  that  planet  to  (land  ftill ;  it  is  not  of  him  that  be 
holds  the  power  of  making  even  the  ftars  obedient  to  him ; 
when  be  wiflies  to  exercife  it,  it  is  not  to  him  that  he  addref- 
fes  himfelf :  but  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Chrift  can  operate 
nothing  but  in  the  name  of  their  Mader ;  it  is  in  his  name 
that  they  raife  up  the  dead  and  make  the  lame  to  walk  ; 
and,  without  the  afiiilance  of  that  divine  name,  they  are 
equally  weak  as  the  reft  of  men.  The  miniftry  and  the 
power  of  Mofes  terminate  with  his  life  ;  the  miniftry  and 
the  power  of  Jefus  Chrift  only  begin,  as  I  may  fay,  after 
his  death,  and  we  are  afTured  that  his  reign  is  to  be  eternal. 

What  more  fhall  I  fay  ?  He  promifes  to  his  difciples 
the  converfion  of  the  univerfe,  the  triumph  of  the  crofs, 
the  compliance  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  of  philofo- 
phers,  of  Cefars,  of  tyrants ;  and  that  his  gofpel  (hall  be 
received  by  the  whole  world  :  but,  doth  he  hold  the  hearts 
of  all  men  in  his  hands  thus  to  anfwer  for  a  change  of 
which  the  world  had  hitherto  had  no  example  ?  You  will, 
no  doubt,  tell  us,  that  God  layeth  open  the  future  to  his 
fervant.  But  you  are  miftaken  :  if  he  be  not  God,  he  is 
not  even  a  prophet ;  bis  prediflions  are  dreams  and  chime- 
ras ; 
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t«s  :  it  is  a  ialfe  fpirit  which  feduces  him,  and  which  is  con- 
cerned in  his  knowledge  of  the  iuture,  and  the  fequel  hath 
belied  the  truth  of  his  promifes :  he  prophecies  that  all  na« 
lions,  feated  under  the  (hadow  of  death,  (hall  open  their  eyes 
to  the  light ;  and  he  fees  not  that  they  are  on  the  point  of  tailing 
into  a  more  criminal  blindnefs  in  worfhipping  him  :  he  pro- 
phecies that  his  Father  ihall  be  glorified,  and  that  his  gofpel 
ihall  every  where  form  to  him  worlhippers  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth  ;  and  he  fees  not  that  men  are  going  for  ever  to  dif- 
honour  him,  in  placing  upon  an  equality  with  him,  even 
to  the  end  of  ages,  that  Jefus  who  ought  to  have  been  con- 
iidered  only  as  his  fervant  and  prophet :  he  prophecies  that 
idols  (hall  be  overthrown  ;  and  he  fees  not  that  he  himfelf 
Ihall  occupy  their  place :  he  prophecies  that  he  will  form  to 
himfelf  an  holy  people  of  every  tongue  and  of  every  tribe; 
and  he  fees  not  that  he  comes  only  to  form  a  new  people  of 
idolaters  of  every  nation,  who  (hall  place  him  In  the  tern- 
.  pie  as  the  living  God  ;  whofe  a£lions,  worfliip,  and  homaget 
ihall  all  be  dire6led  to  him ;  who  (hall  do  all  for  his  glory  ;  - 
who  (hall  depend  folely  upon  him,  live  only  for  and  through 
him,  and  have  neither  force  nor  energy  but  what  they  re- 
ceive from  him :  in  a  word  who  (hall  wor(hip  him,  who 
ihall  love  him  a  thoufand  times  more  fpiritually,  more  inti- 
mately, and  more  univerfally,  than  ever  the  pagans  had 
wor(hipped  their  idols.     This,  then,  is  not  even  a  prophet; 
and  his  relations,  according  to  the  flefb,  are  guilty  of  no 
blafphemy  when  they  fay  ••  he  is  befide  himfelf,"  and  that 
he  befiows,  on  the  dreams  of^  an  heated  imagination,  all 
the  weight  and  reality  of  revelations  and  myfteries. 

Behold  to  what  unbelief  condu£ls.  Overturn  the  foun- 
dation, which  is  the  Lord  Jefus,  eternal  Son  of  the  living 
God,  and  the  whole  edifice  tumbles  in  pieces  :  take  away 
the  grand  my  (lery  of  piety »  and  all  the  religion  is  but  a 
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dream  :  deny  the  divinity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  you  Cut  off« 
from  the  do£lrii1e  of  Chriftiansi  all  the  merit  of  faith,  all 
the  confolation  of  hope,  all  the  motives  of  charity.  Thus^ 
with  what  zeal  did  not  the  firft  difciples  of  the  gofpel  op. 
.  pofe  thofc  impious  men  who,  from  that  time,  ventured  to 
attack  the  glory  of  their  Matter's  divinity?  They  well 
knew  that  it  was  itrikingat  the  heart  of  their  religion  ;  that 
it  was  raviOiing  from  them  the  only  alleviation  of  their  per«» 
fecutions  and  fuflPerings,  all  confidence  in  the  promifes  to 
come,  and  all  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of  their  pretenfions^ 
and  that,  that  principle  once  overthrown,  the  whole  reli- 
gion diflipated  in  fmoke,  and  was  no  longer  but  a  human 
dodrine  and  the  k£k  of  a  mortal  man,  who  like  all  other 
ebiefs,  had  left  nothing  but  his  name  to  his  dirciples4 

Thus,  the  pagans  themfelves  then  reproached  the  Chrif* 
tians  with  rendering  divine  honours  to  their  Chriff •     Pliny, 
a  Roman  proconful  celebrated  for  his  works,  giving  an  ac- 
count to  the  emperor  Trajan  of  their  morals  and  doftrine  ; 
after  being  forced  to  confefs  that  the  Chrifiians  were  pious, 
innocent,  and  upright  men,  and  that  they  afTembled  before 
the  fifing  of  the  fun,  not  to  concert  the  commiflion  ot 
crimes,  or  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  empire,  but  to  live' 
in  piety  and  righteoufnefs,  to  deteft  frauds,  adulteries,  and' 
even  the  coveting  of  the  wealth  of  others  ;  he  only  re- 
proaches them  with  chaunting  hymns  in  honour  ot  their 
Chriff,  and   of  rendering  to  him   the  fame  homages    as 
to  a  god.      Now,  if  thefe   firft   believers   had   not  ren- 
dered divine  honours  to  Jefus  Chrift,  they  would  have  juf- 
tified  themfelves  againft  that  calumny  ;  they  would  have  re- 
jeflcd  that  fcandal  from  their  religion,  almoft  the  only  one 
which  (hocked  the  zeal  of  the  Jews  and  the  wifdom  of  the 
Gentiles  :  they  would  openly  have  faid  :  We  do  not  wor- 
Ihip  Jeftjs  Chrift;  for  we  know  better  than  to  transfer  to  a 
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eiMare  tint  luoaar  nd  watiUf  wUch  liw'  dde  to  God 
■lone.  Ncvenbelelii,  thejr  siikeHo  ic^Utfaiiaccurattonfe 
Tbcir  apologiftt  refuM  ill  tbe  other  CilumRiei  with  which 
the  pagani  •ndcavooted  to  bbcktfa  their  dofirinei  thejr 
clear  up  and  ovenhnnr  tbe  flighteft  tccufations ;  tod  tbcir 
apologies,  addreSed  to  tbe  feoate,  attrafi  to  them  even  th« 
>adBintion«(  Rome,  and  impofe  filence  on  their  enemiea. 
And,  upon  tbe  iceubtion  of  idolatry  tomrdi  Jcfui  Chrift, 
which  fliould  be  tbe  noft  crying  and  the  moft  horn- 
fale;  npoB  the  nproach  of  worihipping  a  crucified  per* 
Ion,  which  waa  the  mxA  likely  to  dircrcdit  tbem,  and  wbidt 
oogfat  indeed  to  have  been  the  moft  grievoui  to  meo  To  holy, 
fo  dedatcd  i^infi.idolatiy,  and  fo  jealous  of  the  glory  oC 
God,  tbey  arc  totally  filcot ;  and,,  far  from  defending  tbem- 
felvcs,  they  even  jufiify  the  accufation  by  their  Glencei 
What  do  I  fay,  by  their  filence  ?  They  authorife  it  by  their 
language  in  profef&og  to  fuBcr  for  his  name,  in  dying  t<u 
him,  in  confcffing  him  before  the  tyrants,  in  joyfully  ex- 
piling  upon  gibbets,  in  the  fwcet  expcSation  of  going  Ui 
enjoy  him,  and  of  receiving,  in  hii  bofom,  a  more  inunor« 
tel  IHe  than  that  which  tbey  h«d  loft  for  his  glory.  They 
fuffered  martyrdom  rather  than  bend  to  the  llatuc  of  tbe 
Cefars,  rather  than  allow  their  pagan  friends,  through  a 
human  compaffion,  and  to  fave  them  from  torture,  to 
falfely  atteft,  before  the  magifirates,  that  they  bad  o&red 
inccnfe  to  the  idols,  and  they  would  have  fubmilted  to  the 
accufalion  of  paying  divine  honours  to  Jefus  Chrilt,  with- 
out any  attempt  to  dellroy  the  imputation  ?  Ah  1  they 
would  have  proclaimed  the  contrary  from  the  houfe  tops ; 
they  would  have  expofcd  tbemfelves  even  to  death,  rather 
than  to  have  given  room  to  fo  hateful  and  fo  execrable  a 
fufpicion.  What  can  unbelief  op  pofe  to  this  f  And  if  it  b« 
an  error  to  equal  Jefus  Cbrift  to  God,  it  is  an  error  which 
has  been  bom  with  the  church,  and  upoo  which  the  whola 
Vol..  n.  A  8  aruaure 


SmOttlre  hidi  iKeh  reardl ;  which  ins  fiMRDedfotauorqr 
tjm,  aond  cenveited  ds  whole  innvecfe* 

B(it  whdt  <iruit,  <iay  ,hvodiiicii^  atfe  we  to  dnw  iinon  dnt 
dffcourfe  ?  That  Jefot  Chiiift  is  itbe^iwd-ohjda^if  OwiT* 
tian  piety..  Ne vertfaetefe,  Dcanoely  3o  we  Jmow  ]^fiiB>Cbvift 4 
we:never  confider  that  aU  the  «Hher  piaAices  of  piety  Jttfe^ 
z%  I  4ney  Ay^  arbitrary  c;  hat,  ithn  isitheigmttnd-wa&df 
4iaith  and  of  JiHvatioii;  ibat  tins  is  piuae  md  ICnoeK  piniy-t 
that*  continoeliy  to  meditate  ^ipon  ^/sSm  *Ghnft,  to^hw^ese* 
courfe  'to  him,  to  -sourifli  x>iirfdlvc8  wishes  tfofirinc,  to 
wenter  ^ioto  die  fpiriC'of  his  myftedea,  to  iiady  jiis  adiaai^ 
ito  count  fdeiy  tipon  the  merit  of  liis  blood  and  4rf  hss  ia« 
<vtfitt^  «s  the 'Only  true  knowledge^  .anA  the  moftefliBVlial 
3di]ty;of  the  heUevcr.  Hemember^en,  ny  'IntrdTOn,  that 
^pietytowards  Je(iisChri3l  is  tbciOOitlUI  Ipicftof  the  Chrff. 
tian  reHgion  ;  that  nodiing  isiblidibot  aSiit  jron  AaU^buiM 
•upon  that  fpotidation ;  and  that  the  yrincipai  bomagr  whioh 
iie  expels  of  you  is,  that  you  'becone  Jike  him,  and  that 
4iis  life  be  the  model  of  your  own,  in  order  diat,  throog^ 
'^rour  refembbnoeto'him,  you  may  be  included  intheaunu 
ber  of  thoiewho  iball  be  partakers  of  bis  glory. 
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Come  and  Jie. 


% 


HE  moft  hardened  finner  could  never  fubi^k  lo  Uhi  bor« 
ror  of  bis  fituation*  were  be  able  to  fee  am}  lo  know  hinu 
fell  fuch  as  be  is.  A  fouli  grown  old  in  guik,  ia  only 
bearable  to  itfelf,  bec^nife  tbat  the  fame  paffion,  from  wbieb 
all  bis  miferies  fpring«  conceals  tbem  from  him*  and  that 
^is  di£6rder  is,  at  the  fame  time,  both  the  wea^n  which' 
inflifls  the  wound,  and  the  fatal  banda^gp  which  hides  «i| 
from  the  eys  of  the  patien(» 

Behold  wherefore  the  churcbf  in  order  to  lay  the  fimier 
open  to  bimfelf  during  this  time  of  penitence^  ahnoft  coo« 
tinually  difplays  to  us,  under  various  images,  the  deplora* 
Jble  fiate  of  a  fool  who  hai  grown  old  in  his  iniqiuty :  one 
while  under  the  &fnie  ot  a  paralytic  young  ipan ;  that  is»  lo 
mark  to  us  the  inlenfibility  and  fatal  eafe  which  always  fol- 
low habitual  guilt :  another,  under  the  fyjnbol  ot  a  prodi^ 
fal  reduced  to  Seed  with  the  vileft  animals ;  and,  under  thefe 
ftxatts,  it  wides  to  make  us  feel  his  ahafeveiu  and  hii  infa- 
my :  aigain,  under  the  image  oi  a  peribn  bom  blind ;  and 
that  is  in  ordcY  to  pauit  to  m  ibe4epth  imi^ie  horror  of 

his 
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his  blindners :  and,  la&ly,  under  the  parable  of  a  deaf  and 
dumb  perfon  poflefled  with  a  devil ;  and  that  is,  more  ani<* 
matedly  to  figure  to  us  the  fubjedion^nder  which  habitual 
guilt  holds  all  the  powers  of  an  unfortunate  fouL 

To  day,  in  order  as  it  were,  to  afleroble  all  thefe  traits 
under  a  (ingle  image  dill  more  terrible  and  ftriking,  the 
church  propofes  to  us  Lazarus  in  the  tomb,  dead  for  four 
days,  emitting  ftench  and  infe£iion,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
his  face  covered  with  a  napkin,  and  exciting'  only  horror 
even  in  thofe  whom  affeflion  and  blood  bad  moft  clofely 
united  to  him  in  life* 

Come  then  and  fee,  you,  my  dter  hearer,  who  live,  fof 
fo  many  years  paA,  under  the  Ihameful  yoke  of  difEpatioOt 
and  who  are  infenlible  to  the  mifery  of  your  lituation. 
Approach  this  tomb  which  the  voice  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  now 
to  open  before  your  eyes ;  an!,  :tk  that  fpe3acle  of  infec« 
tion  and  putrefafUon,  behold  the  t^ue  piQure  of  your  foiil* 
You  fly  to  profane  fpe£lacles,  in  order  to  fee  your  paflions 
reprefented  under  pleafing  and  deceitful  colours :  approach, 
and  fee  them  exprefled  here  fuch  as  they  are :  come,  and, 
in  that  infedious  and  (linking  carcafe,  behold  what  you 
are  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  bow  much  your  fituation  ia 
worthy  of  your  tears. 

But,  in  expofing  liere  only  the  horrible  fituation  of  a 
foul  who  lives  in  diforder,  left  I  trouble  and  difcourage, 
without  holding  out  to  him  a  hand  in  order  to  affiK  him  in 
quitting  that  abyfs  ;  that  I  may  omit  nothing  of  ourgofpel, 
I  (hall  divide  it  into  three  reflefiigCTs^':  inthefirft,  you  will 
fee  how  diocking  and  deplorable  is  the  fituation  of  a  foul 
who  lives  in  habitual  irregularity ;  intfaefecond,  I  (hall  (hew 
to  you  the  means  by  which  be  may  quit  it ;  and,  in  the  third. 

what 
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wbat  the  motives  are  which  determine  Jefos  Cbrift  to  ope« 
me  the  miracle  of  his  refurreAion  and  deliverance.  O 
my  God  I  let  thine  alUpowerful  voice  be  now  heard  by  thofe 
unfortunate  fouls  who  fleep  in  the  darknefs  and  Ihadow  ot 
death  ;  command  thefe  withered  bones  once  more  to  be  ani- 
mated, andio  recover  that  light  and  that  lile  of  grace  which 
they  have  loft. 

Reflection  I.  I  remark,  at  firfi«  three  principal  cir- 
cumftanoes  in  the  deplorable  fpeflacle  which  Lazarus,  dead 
and  buried,  ofiers  to  our  eyes.  t/Hy^  Already  become  a 
mafs  of  worms  and  corruption,  he  fpreads  infefiion  and 
ftench :  and  behold  the  profound  corruption  of  a  foul  in 
habitual  (in.  2dty9  A  gloomy  napkin  covers  his  eyes  and 
his  face :  and  behold  the  btal  blindnefs  of  a  foul  in  habit« 
ual  fin.  Laftfyt  He  appears  in  the  tomb  bound  hand  and 
foot :  and  behold  the  melancholy  fabjefiion  of  a  foul  in 
babitoal  fin.  Now,  it  is  that  profound  corruption,  that 
fatal  blindnefs,  and  that  melancholy  fervilude»  typified  in 
the  fpefiacle  of  Lazarus,  dead  and  buried,  which  precifely 
form  all  the  horror  and  all  the  wretchednefs  of  a  foul  long 
dead  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

• 

In  the  firft  place,  there  is  not  a  more  natural  image  of  a 
foul  grown  old  in  iniquity,  than  that  of  a  carcafe  already 
a  prey  to  worms  and  putrehifiion.  Thus  the  holy  books 
every. where  reprefent  the  ftate  of  fin  under  the  idea  ot  a 
Ihocking  death ;  and  it  feems  as  it  the  Spirit  of  God  had 
found  that  melancholy  image  the  moft  calculated  to  give 
tts,  at  leafi,  a  glimpfe  of  all  the  deformity  of  a  foul  in 
which  fin  dwells. 

Now,  two  efieds  are  |>roduced  on  the  body  by  death : 
it  deprives  it  of  life ;  it  afierwards  alters  all  tu  features,  and 

corrupts 
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corrupts  all  its  ttember*^  It  deprives  k  of  H(e ;  in  lite 
fsfroe  manner  h  is  that  (in  begisM  to  disfigure  the  beamy  of 
tlie  foul.  For,  God  is  rbc  lite  of  our  fouls,  the  li^  of 
our  minds,  and  tl»e  fpring,  as  I  may  fay,  df  our  hearts. 
Our  righteoufnefs,  our  wifdom,  our  truth,  are  only  the 
union  pf  a  righteous,  wife,  and  true  God  with  our  foul : 
all  our  virtues  are  only  the  diflerent  influences  of  bit 
Spirit  which  dwells  within  us :  it  is  he  who  exciteth  our 
good  defire^^  who  formeth  our  holy  thoughts,  wIk>  produceth 
ter  pure  Hghtis,  who  operatetb  our  righteous  propenfities  | 
infomuch  that  all  the  fpiritual  and  fupernatural  life  of  our 
foul  is  only,  as  the  apoftie  fpeaks,  the  life  of  God  wkb* 
in  til. 

* 

XoWi  by  a  (yigle  fin  that  life  ceafes,  that  light  is  extin* 
|;utflied,  ifaat  fpirit  withdraws,  all  tbcfe  fpringsare  fufpend* 
cd.  Thus  tlie  loul,  without  God,  is  a  foul  without  liie, 
without  motion,  light,  truth,  righteoufnefs,  or  charity ; 
it  is  no  longer  but  a  chaos,  a  dead  body  :  its  liie  is  no  Ion* 
ger  but  an  indaginary  and  chimerical  life ;  and,  like  thofe 
inanimate  fubfiances  fet  in  motion  by  a  foreign  influence, 
it  fecms  to  live  and  to  a£l ;  but  *'  it  is  dead  while  living." 

Behold  the  firft  degree  oi  death  which  every  fin  that  fep- 
mrates  a  foul  from  God  introduces  into  it ;  but  habitual  (in, 
like  inveterate  death,  goes  further.  Thus,  Lazarus  not 
only  is  without  life  in  the  tomb,  but,  having  been  there 
for  four  days  the  corruption  of  his  body  begins  to  fpread 
infection.  For  ahbough  the  fif  A  fin,  which  cauies  the  loft 
of  grace,  leave  us,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  wkhout  liie  and 
without  motion  ;  yet  we  may  fay,  that  certain  imprefliona 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  certain  feeds  oi  fpiritual  liie,  certain 
means  of  recovering  the  grace  loll,  flill  remain  to  us* 
Faith  is  not  yot  extinguiflied ;  the  feelings  of  virtue  not 

yet 
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yd  •efTaced ;  «  feiiTe  of  che  trutbt  of  Tsiiratioii  notyet  loft c 
k  is  a  dead  body  in  truth ;  but,  Me  ibeing  only  jivft  witb^ 
AnwA,  it  ftill  preferv«6,  I  know  net  "what^  of  marks  M 
warmth,  which  feem  to  fpriag  from  iisme  vemaiii  of  Uie. 
But,  in  fH-opcwtionas  the  foul  renaios  in  death,  and  feiie- 
veres  in  grnit,  grace  witiadraws ;  all  extingni&ies,  all  diao* 
ges,  ail  comipts,  and  its  cotnipiioii  becomes  uDi\iierfai. 

1  fay  univerral';  j^es,  my  brethren,  all  changes,  all  cor* 
rupts  in  -the  foul,  through  acontinuaoce  of  diforder;  'the 
gifts  cf  oatuve,  gemlenefo,  veAitude,  humanity,  modefty* 
even  the  mental  talents;  tSie  bieflings  of  grace,  tbe  feelings 
df  religion,  the  remorfes  of  confcienoe,  the  tervois  of  iaitht 
and  faiffa  itfelf ;  tbe  corruption  penetrates  all,  and  changesi 
into  putrefafiion  and  a  Ipefikacle  of  horror,  both  the  gifts 
df  lieaven  and  the  bieflings  of  the  earfh  :  nothing  remaina 
in  its  original  fituation ;  the  lo^^lieft  features  are  thofe 
^h'ich  become'thetnoft  hideous  and  tbemoft  undiftinguiflia** 
Ue ;  the  charms  of  wit  become  the  fetffoning  ef  deiMiuche- 
ry  aad  the  psiflions  ;  feelings  of  religion  are  changed  into 
iree-thinking ;  fuperiority  of  knowledge  into  pride,  and  a 
vain  and  (hocking  philofophy ;  nobility  of  mind  is  nojonger 
4>ut  .a  boundlefs  ambition  ;  i^nerofity  and  tendemefs  of 
fienrt  but  a  yielding  to  the  furay  of  impure  and  profane 
vonce£Uotts  ;  the  principles  of  ^ loiy  aiul  honour,  handed 
<iown  to  us  with  the  blood  of  our  anceftors,  but  a  vain  of- 
tentation,  and  the  fbtirceof  all  our  hatreds  and  animofities ; 
our  rank,  our  elevation,  tbe  caufe  of  our  envies  and  mean 
jealouilies;  laftly,  our  riches  and  ourprofperity,  the  fatal 
inftrument  of  alLour  crimes. 

But'tbe  corruption  is  not -confined  to  -the  Gnner  alone  ; 
a  dead  'body  cannot  be  long  concealed  without  a  fmell  of 
tieath 'being  fpread  around  ;  tt<is  impoflible  to  live  long  in 

debauchery 
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debauchery  without  the  (mell  of  a  bad  life  making  itfelf 
felt.  Id  vatn  is  every  precaution  employed  to  conceal  the 
ignominy  oi  a  diforderly  life;  in  vain  is  the  fepulchre,  full 
oi  putrefafiion  and  infe&ion,  externally  whitened  and  em- 
belliflied,  the  (lench  fpreads  ;  guilt,  fooner  or  later  betrays 
itfelf ;  a  b]ack  and  infe&ious  air  always  proceeds  from  that 
profane  fire  which,  with  So  much  care  was  concealed.  A 
diforderly  life  betrays  itfelf  in  a  thoufand  ways;  fhe  pob* 
lic»  at  Uft  undeceived,  opens  ita  eyes,  and  the  more  their 
charaQer  becomes  blown,  the  more  they  difcover  them* 
ielves  ;  they  become  accuHomed  to  their  (hame ;  they  be* 
-come  weary  o(  conftiaint  and  decency  :•  that  guilt,  which 
it  only  to  be  parcbafed  with  auention  and  arrangementi, 
appears  too  dear ;  they  unmaik  themfelves ;  they  throw  off 
that  remainder  of  reftraint  aod  no4efty  which  made  us  ftill 
cautious  of  the  eyes  of  men ;  they  wifli  to  riot  in  diforder, 
without  precaution  or  care  ;  and,  then,  fervants,  friends, 
xx)nne£lions,  tbe  city  and  country,  all  feel  the  infe£lion  of 
their  irregularities  and  example.  Our  rank,  our  elevation, 
no  longer  ferve  but  to  reader  more  flriking  and  more  du- 
rable  tbe  fcandal  of  our  debaucheries  :  in  a  thoufand  places 
our  excefles  ferve  as  a  model :  the  view  of  our  manners 
perhaps  ftrengthens,  in  fecret,  confciences  whom  guilt 
flill  rendered  uneafy ;  perhaps  the^  even  cite  us,  and  make 
ufe  oi  our  example  in  feducing  innocence,  and  in  con« 
quering  a  fiill  timorous  model^y :  and,  even  after  our  death, 
the  fame  of  our  debaucheries  (hall  (lain  the  biftory  of  men ; 
Ihall  perhaps  embellifh  lafcivious  tales  ;  and,  long  after  our 
day,  in  ages  yet  to  come,  the  remembrance  of  our  crimes 
ttiall  (lill  be  an  occafion  and  a  fource  of  guilt, 

Lallly,  But  I  would  not  dare  to  enlarge  here,  tbe  corrup- 
tion which  habitual  guilt  iheds  through  the  whole  interior 
ol  the  Cnner  is  fo  univerfal,  that  even  his  body  is  infe£led  : 

debauchery 
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^iebMieheiy  leaves  the  (hameful  marks  of  his  irregularities 
on  his  flefh  ;  the  infedioh  of  his  Tout  often  extends  evert 
to  a  body  which  he  has  made  fubfervient  to  ignominy^  H6 
fays;  in  advance  to  corruption,*  like  Job,  **  thou  art  my 
^*  bther  ;  and  to  the  urorm,  thou  art  my  mother  and  my 
*'  fifter:''  the  corruption  of  his  body  is  a  (hocking  piQure 
of  that  of  hisfoul.  '  . 

Great  God  !  can  1  then  flatter  toyfelf  that  thou  wilt  ytt 
caft  upon  me  fome  looks  of  compaffion  I  Wilt  thou  noft 
groan  at  the  fight  of  that  mafs  of  crimes  and  putrefac-» 
tion  which  my  foul  prefents  to  thine  eyes,  as  thou  now 
groaneft  in  the  fpirit  over  the  tomb  of  La^aros  ?  Ah  ! 
avert  thine  holy  eyes  from  the  fpe61aele  of  my  profound 
wretchednefs ;  but^  let  me  no  more  turn  away  from  it  my«i^ 
felf,  and  let  me  be  enabled  to  viewmyfelf  with  all  that  hor-^ 
ror  which  my  fituation  deferves  :  tearafunder  the  veil  which 
hides  me  from  myfeli ;  my  evils  |(hall,  in  part,  be  done 
away  from  the  moment  that  I  (hall  be  able  to  fee  and  tH 
know  them. 

And  behold  the  fecond  eircuroftance  of  the  deplorable  fit« 
tiation  of  Lazarus ;  a  mournful  cloth  covers  his  face  i 
that  is  the  profound  blindnefs  which  forms  the  fecond  cha« 
fader  of  habitual  fin* 

■ 

I  confefs  that  every  fin  is  an  ^rror  which  inakes  us  mif- 
take  evil  for  good ;  it  is  a  falfe  judgment  which  makes  ua 
feek,  in  the  creature,  that  eafe,  grandeur,  and  independ* 
ence  which  we  can  find  in  God  alone :  it  is  a  mift  which 
hides  order,  truth,  and  righteoufnefs  from  our  eyt$t  and^ 
in  their  place,  fubftitutes  vain  phantoms.  Neverthelefs,  a 
firft  falling  off  from  Cod  does  not  altogether  exiinguiffi 
our  lights ;  nor  is  it  always  prodttAive  of  total  darkneHr* 
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It  is  true  thait  the  fpirit  of  God,  fource  of  all  light,  retires, 
and  no  longer  dwells  within  us  ;  but  fome  traces  of  light 
are  flill  left  in  the  foul :  thus,  the  fun  already  withdrawn 
from  our  hemifphere,  yet  certain  rays  of  his  light  flill  tinge 
the  lky»  and  form  as  it  were,  an  imperie£l  day  ;  it  is  only  iu 
proportion  as  he  finks  that  gloom  gains,  and  the  darknefs 
ot  night  at  laft  prevails.  ^  In  the  fame  manner,  in  proportion 
as  fin  degenerates  into  habit,  the  light  of  God  retires, 
darknefs  gains,  and  the  profound  night  of  total  bliadnefs 
at  laft  arrives. 

And  then  all  becomes  occafion  of  error  to  the  crimioai 
foul ;  all  changes  its  afpe£l  to  his  eyes ;  the  mod  (hameful 
paflions  no  longer  appear  but  as  weaknefles ;  the  molt  cri* 
mipal  attachments  but  fympathies  brought  with  us  into  the 
world  and  inherent  to  our  hearts ;  the  excefles  of  the  table 
but  innocent  pleafures  of  fociety ;  revenge  but  a  jufl  fenfe 
of  injury ;  licentious  and  impious  converfations  but  lively 
and  agreeable  falh'es  ;  the  blacked  detamation  but  a  cuf- 
tomary  language  of  which  none  but  weak  and  timid  minds 
can  make  a  fcruple  ;  the  laws  of  the  church  but  old-fafh- 
ioned  cuftoms  :  the  feverity  of  God's  judgments  but  ah* 
lurd  declamations  which  equally  difgrace  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy  ;  death  in  fin,  inevitable  confequence  of  a  criminal 
life,  mere  prediflions,  in  which  there  is  more  of  zeal  than 
of  truth,  and  refuted  by  the  confidence  which  a  return  to 
God,  previous  to  that  lall  moment,  promifes  to  us  ;  laflly^ 
heaven,  the  earth,  hell,  all  creatures,  religion,  crimes,  vir- 
tues,  good  and  evil,  things  prefent  and  to  come,  all  change 
their  afpefl  to  the  eyes  ot  a  foul  who  lives  in  habitual 
guilt ;  all  fliew  themfelves  under  falfe  appearances  ;  his 
whole  life  is  no  longer  but  a  delufion  and  a  continued 
error.  Alas !  could  you  tear  away  the  fatal  veil  which 
covers  your  eyes,  like  tbole  of  Lazarus,  and  behold  your- 
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felf,  like  him,  buried  in  darknefs ;  all  covered  with  putre« 
{a£lioD,  and  fpreading  around  infe£lion  and  a  (mell  of 
death!  But  now,  fays  our  Saviour,  all  thefe  things  are  hid 
from  thine  eyes  ;  you  fee  in  yourfelt  only  the  embelli(h« 
ments  and  the  pompous  externals  of  the  fatal  tomb  in 
which  you  drag  on  in  fin ;  your  rank,  your  birth,  your 
talents,  your  dignities,  your  titles;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
trophies  and  the  ornaments  which  the  vanity  of  men  has 
there  raifed  up ;  but,  remove  the  ftooe  which  cbvers  that 
place  of  horror ;  look  within,  judge  not  of  yourfelf  from 
thefe  pompous  outfides,  which  ferve'only  to  erobellifh  your 
carcafe ;  fee  what,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  you  are ;  and, 
if  the  corruption  and  the  profound  blindneCi.  of  your  foul 
touch  you  not,  let  iu  flavery  at  leafl  Toufe  and  ^recal  you 
to  yourfelf. 

Laft  circumllance  of  the  fituation  of  Lazarus  dead  and 
buried ;  he  was  bound  hand  and  foot ;  and  behold  the  im- 
^ge  of  the  wretched  flavery  of  a  foul  long  under  th^  do* 
minion  of  fin. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  in  vain  does  the  world  decry  a  Chrif- 
tian  life  as  a  life  of  fubjeClion  and  flavery ;  the  reign  of 
lighteoufnefs  is  a  reign  of  liberty ;  the  foul,  faithful  and 
fubmiflive  to  God,  becomes  matter  over  all  creatures ;  the 
juft  man  is  above  all,  becaufe  he  is  unconnefied  with  all ; 
he  is  ma&er  of  the  world,  becaufe  he  defpifet  the  world  ; 
he  is  dependent  neither  on  his  matters,  becaufe  be  only 
ferves  them  ior  God ;  nor  on  his  friends,  becaufe  he  only 
loves  them  according  to  the  order  of  charity  and  of  righte- 
oufnefs ;  nor  on  his  inferiors,  becaufe  heexaSs  from  them 
no  iniquitous  compliance ;  nor  on  his  fortune,  becaufe  he 
rather  dreads  it ;  nor  on  the  judgments  of  men,  becaufe 
he  dreads  thofe  of  God  alone ;  nor  on  evenDf^Decaofe  he 
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crbnfiders  them  all  as  in  the  order  ol  providenee ;  nor  even 
on  his  paflions,  becaofe  the  charity  which  is  within  him  is 
their  rule  and  meafure.  The  juft  man  alone,  then,  enjoys 
Uperfeft  liberty:  fupcrior  to^he  world,  to  himfelii  to  all 
creatures,  to  all  events,  he  begins,  even  in  this  life,  to 
reign  with  Jefus  Chrift ;  all  is  below  hiin>  while  he  it 
Himfeli  inferior  to  God  alone. 

But  the  finner,  who  feems  to  live  without  either  rule  or 
lisflraint,  is,  however,  a  vile  flave;  he  is  dependant  on  dl, 
on  his  body,  on  his  propenfities,  on  his  caprices,  on  bis 
paffions,  on  hi$  fortune,  on  his  mafters,  on  his  friendVj  'lih 
his  enemies*  on  his  rivals,  on  all  furroundtng  creatures;  fo 
many  gods  to  whic))  love  fSt  fear  fubjeS  him ;  fo  many 
idols  which  multiply  his  flavery,  while  he  thinks  hirafelf 
more  free  by  caftuig  off  that  obedience  which  he  owes  to 
God  alone  ;  he  multiplies  his  mafters,  by  refufing  fubmif- 
fion  to  him  alone  who  renders  free  thofe  who  ferve  him, 
and  who  gives  to  his  fervants  dominion  over  the  world  and 
over  every  thing  which  the  world  contains. 

You  often  complain,  my  dear  hearer,  of  the  hardfliips 
of  virtue ;  you  dread  a  Chriftian  life,  as  a  life  of  fubje£l- 
tien  and  forrow  ;  but  what,  in  it,  could  you  find  fo  gloomy 
9s  you  experience  in  debauchery  ?  Ah!  If  you  durft  com- 
plain of  the  bitternefs  and  of  the  tyranny  of  the  paflions  ; 
if  you  durft  contefs  the  troubles,  the  difgufts,  the  frenzies, 
the  anxieties  oi  your  foul ;  if  you  were  candid  on  the 
gloomy  tranfa£lion8  of  your  heart,  there  is  no  lot  but  what 
would  appear  preferable  to  your  own  ;  but  you  difguife  the 
inquietudes  of  guilt  which  you  feel ;  and  you  exaggerate 
the  hardQiips  of  virtue  which  you  have  never  known. 
But,  in  order  to  hold  out  to  you  an  affifting  hand,  let  us 
continue  theiiftory  of  our  gofpef,  and  let  us  fee,  in  the 
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refurrefiion  of  LAzarus,  what  are  the  means  offered  to  you, 
by  the  goodnefs  of  God,  of  quitting  fo  deplorable  a  fit. 
nation. 

Reflection  II.  The  power  of  God,  fays  the  apoflle, 
is  lefs  conrpicnoQS  in  the  converfionof  finners  than  in  raif- 
ing  up  the  dead ;  and  the  fame  fupernaturat  power  which 
wrought  upon  Jefus  Chrift  to  deliver  him  from  the  tomb, 
ought  to  operate  upon  the  foul  long  dead  in  fin,  in  order  to 
recal  It  to  the  life  of  graces  I  find  there  only  this  difier- 
ence,  that  the  almighty  voice  of  God  meets  no  refiftance 
from  the  body  which  he  revives  and  recalls  to  life ;  on  the 
Contrary,  the  foul,  dead  and  corrupted,  as  I  may  fay, 
through  the  long  duration  of  guilt ;  feems  to  retain  a  re. 
mainder  of  ftrength  and  motion  only  to  oppofe  that  pow. 
erful  voice  which  is  heard  even  in  the  abyfs  in  which  it  is 
plunged,  and  which  refounds  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
it  to  light  and  life,  Neverthelefs,  however  difficult  may 
be  the  converfion  of  a  foul  of  this  defcription, '  and  how* 
ever  rare  fuch  examples  may  be,  the  fpirit  of  God,  in  or- 
der to  teach  us  never  to  defpair  of  divine  mercy  when  we 
fincerely  wifii  to  quit  the  ways  of  iniquity,  points  out  to 
US  at  prefent,  in  the  iefurre£lion  of  Lazarus,  the  means 
i>l  accomplilhing  it. 

The  firft  is,  confidence  in  Jefus  Chriff :  Lord,  fays  Ma- 
ry the  filler  of  Lazarus,  it  thou  hadil  been  here  my  brother 
had  not  died  ;  but  I  know  that,  even  now,  whatfoever  thou 
wilt  afk  of  God,  God  wilt  give  it  thee.  I  am  the  refurrec* 
tion  and  the  life,  faid  Jefus  unto  her ;  beiieveil  thou  this  ? 
Yes,  Lord,  faid  fhe,  I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Chrifl  the 
Son  of  God,  which  (hould  come  into  the  world.  It  is 
through  this  that  the  miracle  of  raifiog  up  Lazarus  begins, 
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viz.  the  perfeQ  confidence  that  Jefus  Cbrift  is  able  to  de^ 
liver  him  from  death  and  corruption* 

For,  my  brethren,  the  delufion  continually  employed  by 
the  demon,  in  order  to  render  our  defires  of  conv«^on 
unavailing,  and  to  counteraA  their  progrefs,  is  that  of 
defpondency  and  miftruft ;  he  warmly  retraces  to  ourima* 
gination  the  horrors  of  an  entire  lite  of  guilt :  he  iays  to 
ufl,  in  fecret,  that  which  the  fillers  of  Lazarus  fay  to  Jefua 
Chrifi,  though  in  a  different  fenfe ;  that  we  ought,  at  a  mucb 
earlier  period,  to  have  checked  our  career ;  that  it  is  now 
impoflible,  when  To  far  advanced,  to  return ;  that  the  time 
for  attempting  a  change  is  now  pail ;  and  that  the  virulen« 
cy  and  age  of  our  wounds  no  longer  admit  a  refource« 
Upon  this  they  abandon  themfelves  to  languor  and  indo^ 
lence ;  and,  after  having  incenfed  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  through  our  debaucheries,  we  infult  his  mercy  through 
the  excefs  of  our  miflruft. 

I  confefs  that  a  foul,  long  dead  in  (in,  muR  fuffer  much 
in  returning  to  God  ;  that  it  is  difficult,  after  fo  many 
years  of  diffipation,  to  form  to  one's  felf  a  new  heart  and|neMr 
inclinations ;  and  that  it  is  even  fit,  that  the  obflaples,  the 
fufferings,  and  the  difficulties  which  always  attend  the  con- 
verfion  of  fouls  of  that  defcription,  fhould  make  great 
finners  feel  how  dreadful  it  is  to  have  been  almoll  a  whole 
life-time  removed  from  God. 

But  I  fay  that,  from  the  moment  a  truly  contrite  foul 
wiibes  to  return  to  him,  his  wounds  however  virulent  or 
old,  ought  no  longer  to  alarm  his  confidence :  I  fay  that  his 
wretchednefs  ought  to  increafe  his  compun£lion  but  not  his 
^fpondency  :  I  foy   that  the  firft  ilep  of  his  penitence 
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ought  to  be  that  of  adoring  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  refurreClioii 
and  the  life ;  a  fecret  confidence  that  our  wants  are  always 
lefs  than  his  mercies ;  a  firm  perfuafion  that  the  blood  of 
Jefui  Chrift  is  more  powerful  in  wafhing  out  our  ftains  than 
our  corruption  can  be  in  contrafiing  them  :  I  fay  that  the 
fewer  refources  of  ftrength  a  criminal  foul  may  find  in 
himfelfy  the  more  ought  he  to  expe3  from  him  who  taketh 
delight  in  rearing  up  the  work  of  grace  upon  the  nothing- 
nefs  of  nature ;  and  that  the  more  he  is  inwardly  oppofed  to 
grace,  the  more  does  he,  in  one  fenfe,  become  an  obje£l 
worthy  of  divine  power  and  mercy,  for  God  wiflieth  that 
all  good  (hall  evidently  appear  as  coming  from  above,  and 
that  man  (hall  attribute  nothing  to  himfelf. 

And  in  effeEl,  my  dear  hearer,  whatever  may  the  horror 
of  your  paft  crimes  be,  the  Lord  will  not  long  reiufe  you 
grace,  from  the  moment  that  he  hath  infpired  you  with 
the  defire  and  the  refolution  of  a(king  it.  It  is  written  in 
Judges,  that  the  father  of  Sampfon,  terrified  by  the  appari- 
tion of  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  who,  after  announcing  to 
him  the  birth  of  a  fon,  commanded  him  to  ofier  up  a  facri- 
fice,  and  then,  like  a  devouring  fire,  confumed  the  vi£iim 
and  the  pile,  and  vaniflied  from  his  fight ;  that,  terrified, 
I  fay,  at  that  fpe£bcle,  he  was  convinced  that  both  himfelf 
and  his  wife  were  to  be  ftruck  with  death  becaufe  they  had 
feen  the  Lord.  But  his  wife,  holy  and  enlightended,  con- 
demned his  miftruft.  If  the  Lord,  faid  (he  to  him,  wifli- 
ed  to  deftroy  us,  he  would  not  have  made  fire  from  heaven 
to  defcend  on  our  facrifice :  he  would  not  have  accepted 
it  from  our  hands  ;  he  would  not  have  difcovered  to  us  his 
fecrets  and  his  wonders,  and  what  we  had  hitherto  been  ig- 
norant of. 


And 
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Ancn>eho1d  what  I  now  anfwer  to  you.  You  believe 
your  death  and  your  deftniSion  to  be  inevitable;  the  Bate  of' 
your  confcience  difcourages  you ;  in  vain  do  fparks  of  grac^ 
and  of  light  fall  upon  your  heart ;  in  vain  do  they  Iduch 
you»  folicit  yqu,  and  almoft*  gain  the  point  of  confuming 
the  facrifice  ot  your  paflions;  you  perfuade  yourfelf  thai 
you  are  loft  beyond  refource.  But,  if  the  Lord  wilhed  t<l 
abandon  and  to  deftroy  you,  he  would  not  make  fire  from 
heaven  to  defcend  upon  your  heart ;  he  would  not  light  up 
within  you  holy  defires  and  fentiments  of  penitence :  if 
be  wiflied  to  let  you  die  in  the  blindnefs  ol  your  pal&onv 
he  would  not  manifeft  to  you  the  truths  of  lalvation  ;  he 
would  not  open  your  eyes  on  tbofe  miferies  to  cone,  which 
you  prepare  lor  yourfelf.  BeGdes,  how  do  you  know  if 
Jefus  Chrift  has  not  permitted  your  falling  into  fuch  a  de- 
plorable (late  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  prodigy  of  yout 
convcrfion  an  incitement  to  the  converfion  of  your  bre« 
thren  ?  How  do  you  know  if  his  mercy  has  not  rendereil 
your  pafTions  fp  notorious,  in  order  that  thoufands  of  fin« 
Bcrs,  witnefles  ol  your  errors,  defpair  not  of  converfion^ 
and  be  inflamed  at  the  fight  of  your  penitence  ?  How  da 
you  know  if  your  crimes,  and  even  your  fcandals,  have 
not  entered  into  the  dcfigns  of  God's  goodnefs  with  regard 
to  your  brethren  ;  and  if  your  fituation,  which  feems 
hopeiefs  like  that  of  Lazarus,  is  not  rather  an  occafion  of 
manifcfting  God's  glory  than  a  prefage  of  death  to  you  ? 

When  grace  recalls  a  common  finner,  the'truit  of  his 
converfion  is  limited  to  himfelf;  but,  when  it  fingles  out 
a  grand  finner,  a  Lazarus,  long  dead  and  corrupted ;  ah  I 
the  defigns  of  its  mercy  are  then  much  more  extenfive  : 
in  one  change  it  prepares  a  thoufand  to  come :  it  raifes  up 
a  tho'ifancl  chofen  out  oi  one :  and  the  crimes  of  a  finner 
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become  tbtked  Qt  a  (boufiuid  juft^  .You  give  way  to def- 
pondency  in  feeling  the  extremity  ol  your  wretchedn^fs  : 
but  ^h  perhaps  that  very  extremity  which  draws  you  near- 
er  to  the  happy  moment  of  your  converfion^  and  which  the 
goodnefs  of  God  has  referved  for  you«  that  you  might  be 
a  public  monument  of  the  excefs  of  his  mercies  towards 
the  greateft  finners.  Only  belieine,  as  Jefus  Chrift  faid  to 
die  fitters  of  Lazarua,  and  you  (haH  fee  the  glory  of  God ; 
you  flball  fee  your  relations^  your  friends,  your  interiors, 
and  even  the  accomplices  of  your  debaucheries*  become 
imitators  of  your  penitence;  you  (hall  fee. the  moft  hope- 
lefs  fouls  fighiug  aker  the  happineb  of  your  new  lite ;  a^d 
^  world  itfeli  forced  to  render  glory  to  God,  and,  in  re* 
calling  your  paft  errors,  to  admire  the  prodigy  of  your  pne* 
fent  lot  Take,  even  from  your  wretchednefs  itfelf,  new 
fDotives  of  confidence;  Jblef^,  in  advance,  the  merciful 
wifdom  of  that  Beitig,  who,  even  irom  your  palEons,  (hall 
know  how  to  extract  advantages  to  bis  gkury ;  every  thing 
co-operates  towards  the  falvation  f>f  his  cbofen,  and  he  per^ 
mitt^tK  great  exceflei  .only  in  order  to  operate  great  mer« 
cies.  God  ever  wiflietb  the  (alvation  of  his  creature ;  and^ 
from  the  moment  that  we  form  a  with  of  returaijng  to  him, 
our  only  dread  ought  to  .be,  not  that  his  juftioe  rejcA  us^ 
but  left  our  intention  be  not  fincere* 

■    ■  ■ 

And  the  fureft  proof  of  our  fincerity  is  the  ableatlng 
ourfelves  from  every  occafion  which  may  place  an  obfta- 
cle  to  our  refurreflion  and  our  deliverance ;  pbflacle^  £g* 
ured  by  the  ftone  which  flnit  up  the  mouth  ot  Lazarus'a 
tomb,  and  which  Jefus  Chrift  orders  to  be  removed  before 
he  begins  to  operate  the  miracle  of  his  refurrefUon  ;  re- 
move the  (lone.    Second  mean,  marked  in  our  gofpel. 

Vol.  II.  C  3  In 
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In  cfTefi,  every  day  Oiews  finners,  who,  tired  of  difor- 
der,  wifli  to  return  to  God,  but  who  cannot  prevail  upon 
themfelves  to  quit  thofe  obje£b,  thofe  places,  thofe.  ^ua* 
tions,  and  thofe  rocks,  which  have  been  the  caufe  of  their 
removal  from  him  :  they  vainly  perfuade  themfelves  that 
they  (hall  beablctoextinguiOi  their  paflions,  to  terminate  a 
diforderly  life ;  in  a  word,  to  rife  from  the  dead,  without 
removing  the  fione,  they  even  make  foroe  efforts ;  they  ad- 
drefs  themfelves  to  men  of  God ;  they  adopt  meafures  for 
a  change ;  but,  it  is  of  thofe  meafures  which,  not  remov* 
{-  ing  the  dangers,  do  not,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  forward  their 

fafecy  ;  and  thus  their  whole  life  forrowfolly  pafles  away  m 
detefting  their  chains,  and  in  the  utter  inability  of  breaking 
ifaem  afunder. 

Whence  comes  this,  my  brethren  ?  It  is  that  the  paffions 
begin  to  weadcen  only  after  the  removal  of  fuch  objeQs  as 
have  lighted  them  up  ;  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the  heart 
can  change  while  every  thing  around  us  continues,  with 
regard  to  us,  the  fame;  you  would  become  chafte,  yet 
you  live  in  the  midft  of;the  dangers,  the  connexions,  the  fa- 
miliarities, the  pleafures,  which  have  a  thoufand  times  cor« 
rupted  your  heart ;  you  would  wifli  to  refleft  ferioufly  on 
your  eternity,  and  to  place  fome  interval  betwixt  life  and 
death,  yet  you  are  unwilling  to  place  any  betwixt  death 
and  thofe  debaucheries  which  prevent  you  from  re(le£ling 
on  your  falvation ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  agitations,  plea- 
fures, trifles,  and  worldly  expe£hitions,  from  which,  on 
no  account,  you  will  abate,  you  expeft  that  the  incli. 
nation  and  reliih  for  a  Chriftian  life  will  come  to  you  un- 
fought- for:  you  would  that  your  heart  form  new  propenfi- 
ties,  furrounded  by  every  thing  which  nourifhes  and  forti. 
'  fies  the  old ;  and  that  the  lamp  of  faith  and  grace  blaze  up 
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in  the  midft  of  winds  tud  tnnpeft),  it  which,  even  in  the 
fanSuary,  (o  ofteo  exiinguiflK*  through  want  ot  oil  and 
noufjlbmeiit,  and,  to  lukewann  and  retired  fouls,  convcrti 
into  a  danger  even  the  lafety  ot  ibeir  retreat. 

You  conM.  alter  that,  to  tell  ui  that  good-will  ii  not 
yet  come.  How,  indeed,  fliould  it  come  in  the  inidfl  6t 
every  thing  that  repelt  it  ?  Bat  what  is  that  good.wi]|,  Ihnt 
up  within  you,  which  has  never  any  confequence,  which 
never  leads  to  any  thing  real,  and  never  Jerioufly  adopts  • 
fingle  meafure  towards  a  change  ?  That  ii  to  fay,  that  yoti 
would  wiQi  to  change  could  it  be  done  lor  nothing ;  you 
would  with  to  work  out  your  falvation  by  the  fame  con> 
du£l  which  occafioni  your  deflrudion ;  yon  would  wilh 
that  the  fame  manners  which  have  feparaicd  your  heart 
from  God  Ihould  approach  you  to  him ;  and  thai  what  has 
hitherto  been  the  caufe  of  your  ruin  (bould  itfclf  become 
the  way  and  the  mean  of  your  falvation.  Begin  by  re- 
moving the  occalions  which  fo  often  have  been,  and  ftill 
continue  to  be,  the  rock  of  your  innocence ;  remove  the 
Jlone  which  fliuts  up  the  entry  of  grace  to  your  foul ;  aitet 
that  you  (hall  be  entitled  to.  demand  ol  God  the  comple* 
tion  ol  his  works  in  you.  Tlien,  feparated  Irom  thofc 
objects  which  nouriQied  iniquitous  paflions  within  you,  jou 
fliall  have  it  in  your  power  to  fay  to  him,  It  is  thy  part 
now,  O  my  God !  to  change  my  heart ;  to  thee  I  have 
facrihced  every'  attachment  which  might  flilL  fatter  it ;  I 
have  removed  all  the  rocks  upon  which  my  weaknefs  might 
ilill  have  fplit :  as  much  as  in  me  lay,  I  have  changed  ihe^  ' 
outward  man ;  thou  alone,  O  Lord,  canfl  change  the  heart ; 
it  depends  upon  thee  now  to  complete  what  yet  remains  to 
be  done,  to  break  the  invifible  chains,  to  overcome  all  in* 
ternal  ohAacies,  and  totaMy  to  triumph  over  ray  corruption ; 
I  have  removed  the  fatal  flone  which  prevented  me  Irora 
hcaiing 
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hearing  thy  voice;  let  it  now  refound,  eVen  through  the 
abyfs  in  which  I  am  fiill  buried  ;  eofnmand  me  to  depart 
irom  that  faul  tomb,  that  pWce  of  infedion  and  pttref*> 
cence,  but  command  roe  with  that  almighty  word  whkh 
makes  iitfelt  to  be  heard  even  by  the  dead,  and  is  to  them 
a  word  of  refurreCtion  and  life  :  give  me  in  charge  to  thy 
difciples,  to  be  anbofed  from  thofe  chains  which  hold 
captive  all  the  powers  oi  my  foul ;  and  let  the  miniftry  ol 
thy  church  pot  the  taft  feal  to  my  refurrefiion  and  m j  de* 
liverance^ 

And  behold,  my'brethren,  the  laft  mean  held  out  in  our 
gofpeh  Immediately,  (hi  the  removal  of  the  flone,  our 
Saviour  cries,  with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth  t 
Lazarus  comes  forth,  ftill  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  remiu  him  to  his  difciples  to  be  unloofed. 

Obferve  here  that  Jefus  Chrift  doth  not  order  his  difci- 
ples  to  unloofe  Lazarus  till  after  he  had  entirely  quitted  the 
tomb.  We  muft  manifeft  ourfelves  to  the  church,  fays  an 
holy  father,  before  we  can,  through  its  miniftry,  receive 
the  bleffing  of  our  deliverance.  Lazarus  come  forth,  that 
is  to  fay,  continues  that  father,  how  long  wilt  thou  remain 
concealed  and  buried  inwardly  in  thy  confcience  ?  How 
long  wilt  thou  conceal  thine  iniquity  within  thy  breaid  ? 

You  undoubtedly  are  not  ignorant,  my  brethren,  that 
remiiTion  of  our  fins  is  only  granted  through  the  miniftry 
of  the  church,  and  that  it  is  necelTary  to  lay  open  and  to 
prefent  our  bonds  to  the  piety  of  the  minifters,  who  alone 
have  authority  to  bind  and  to  unbind  on  the  earth  ;  this  is 
not  upon  what  you  require  inftruftion.  But,  I  fay,  that, 
in  order  that  the  converfion  be  folid  and  durable,  we  muft, 
like  Lazarul,  fliew  ourfelves  quitcf  out  of  the  tomb.     An 
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ordinary  conteflion  is  not  the  matter  in  queftion :  an  har- 
dened {inner  ought  to  go  back  even  to  his  iirfancy ;  even 
to  the  birth  of  his  paflions  ;  even  to  the  youngeft  periods 
of  his  lifc»  which  have  been  the  commencement  oi  his 
crimes.  Neither  doubts  nor  obfcurities  muft  longer  be 
left  in  the  confcience,  nor  mifts  over  the  youthful  manners, 
under  pretence  that  they  have  already  been  revealed :  a 
general  manifeftation  is  required,  and  whatever  may  hich- 
erto  have  been  done  muft  be  reckoned  as  nothing ;  every 
duty  of  religion,  performed  during  a  diforderly  and  world- 
ly lite,  is  even  to  be  ranked  among  our  crimes ;  the  con- 
fcience  muft  be  confidered  as  a  chao^,  into  which  no  light 
has,  at  yet,  penetrated,  and  over  which  all  our  fi£litious 
and  paft  penitence  has  fpread  only  additional  darknefs. 

For,  alas!  my  brethren,  a  contrite  foul,  after  returning 
from  the  errors  of  the  world  and  the  paflions,  ought  to 
prefume  that,  having  to  that  period  lived  in  criminal  habits 
and  propenfities,  every  time  the  facrament  has  been  receiv- 
ed in  that  ftate  was  only  a  profanation  and  a  crime. 

In  the  Jirjt  place,  becaufe,  having  never  felt  real  con* 
trifion  for  his  errors,  nor,  confequently,  any  fincere  dc- 
fire  to  purge  bimfelt  of  them,  the  remedies  of  the  church, 
far  from  having  purified,  have  only  completed  his  fouU 
nefs,  and  rendered  his  difeafe  more  incurable* 

2^(y,  Becaufe  he  has  never  been  known  to  himfelf;  and 
confequently,  could  never  make  himfeU  known  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  his  confcience.  For,  alas  I  the  world,  in  the 
midft  of  which  this  foul  has  always  lived,  and  in  which  he 
has  ever  thought  and  judged  like  it;  the  world,  I  fay, 
finding  reafonable  and  wife  only  its  own  maxims  and  man- 
ners of  thinking,  does  it  fufficiently  know  the  holincfs  of 

the 
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the'gofpel,  the  obligations  of  faith,  and  the  extent  of  du- 
ties, to  be  qualified  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  thofe  tranf- 
greflions  which  faith  condemns  ? 

3^/y,  and /o/f/y,  Becaufethat,  even  admitting  he  fliould 
have  knowrf  all  his  wretchednefs,  never  having  had  any 
real  forrow  for  it,  be  has  never  been  qualified  to  make  it 
known  ;  tor  nothing  but  heartfelt  forrow  can  explain  itfelE 
as  it  ought,  or  truly  reprefent  thofe  evils  which  it  feels  and 
abhors;  it  mull  be  a  feeling  heart  that  can  make  itfelf  to 
be  underftood  on  the  wounds  and  the  fufferings  of  a  heart 
itfelf.  A  Tinner,  full  of  a  profane  paflion,  exprefles  it 
much  more  eloquently,  and  with  more  animation;  nothing 
is  left  unfaid  of  the  foolilh  and  deplorable  fufferings  he  en- 
dures ;  he  enters  into  all  the  windings  of  his  heart,  his 
jealoufies,  his  fears,  and  his  hopes.  As  the  mind  of  man, 
fays  the  apoftle,  alone  knows  what  pafles  in  man,  fo  like- 
wife  it  is  only  the  heart  which  can  know  what  pafles  in  the 
heart.  Contrition  gives  eyes  to  fee,  and  words  to  exprefs 
every  thing ;  it  has  a  language  which  nothing  can  counter- 
feit :  thus,  in  Vain  may  a  worldly  foul,  flill  chained  by  the 
heart  to  all  his  diforders,  come  to  accufe  himfelf,  he  can* 
not  be  underftood ;  without  any  abfolute  intention  of  con- 
cealing his  wounds,  he  never  expofes  all  their  horror,  be- 
caufe  he  neither  (eels  nor  is  ftruck  with  them  himfelf ;  his 
words  always  relifh  oi  the  infenfibility  of  his  heart ;  and 
it  is  impofliblc  that  he  fliould  expofe,  in  all  their  uglinefs, 
deformities  which  he  knows  not,  and  which  he  ftill  loves  : 
he  ought,  therefore,  to  confider  the  whole  period  of  his 
paft  li(c  as  a  period  of  darknefs  and  blindnefs,  during 
which  he  has  never  viewed  himfelf  but  with  the  eyes  of 
flcfh  and  blood  ;  never  judged  but  through  the  opinions  of 
paflion  and  fcU-lovc ;  never  accufcd  but  in  the  language 
of  error  and  impenitence ;   never  exhibited  himfelf  but  in 
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a  falfe  and  imperfe£l  light.  It  is  not  enough  to  have  re- 
moved the  fione  trom  the  tomb :  the  criminal  foul  muft 
come  forth  from  it  bimfelt,  that  he  may  exhibit  himfelft 
as  I  may  fay,  in  open  day :  that  he  may  manifefthis  whole 
life  :  and  that,  from  his  earlieft  years  even  to  the  blefled 
boor  of  his  deliverancet  nothing  be  concealed  from  the 
cyc9  of  the  roinillers  ready  to  unbind  him. 

But  this  fiep,  you  fay,  has  difficulties  which  may  be  the 
occafion  of  cafting  trouble,  embarraflment,  and  difcour- 
agement,  through  the  confcience,  and  of  fufpending  the 
refolution  of  a  change  of  life.  What !  my  brethren,  you 
involve  yourfelves  in  difcuflions  fo  arduous  and  fo  endlefs, 
for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  up  your  temporal  concerns ; 
and,  in  order  to  eflablift  regularity  and  ferenity  in  your 
confcience,  and  to  leave  nothing  doubtful  in  the  affair  of 
your  eternity,  you  would  cry  out  from  the  moment  that  a 
few  cares  and  inveftigations  are  required  ?  How  often  do 
you  proclaim,  when  a  decifive  fiep  is  in  agitation  which 
may  determine  the  ruin  or  prefervation  of  your  fortune, 
that  nothing  muft  be  neglefted,  nothing  mufl  be  left  to 
chance :  that  one's  own  eyes  mufl  look  into  every  thing, 
that  every  thing  mufl  be  cleared  up,  every  thing  fathomed 
even  to  the  bottom,  that  you  may  have  nothing  afterwards 
wherewith  to  reproach  yourfelves;  and  this  maxim,  fo 
reafonable  when  connected  with  fleeting  and  frivolous  in- 
terefts,  fhould  be  lefs  fo  when  applied  to  the  grand  and 
only  real  interefl,  that  of  falvation  ? 

Ah  I  my  brethren,  how  poor  are  we  in  faith !  And  what 
have  we,  in  this  life,  of  more  importance  than  the  care  of 
arranging  that  awful  account  which  we  have  to  render  to 
the  eternal  Judge,  and  to  the  fearcher  of  hearts  and  of 
thoughts  ?   That  is  to  fay,  the  care  of  regulating  our  con* 
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fcience,  of  difpelling  its  darknefst  of  purifying  iu  flains^ 
of  clearing  up  its  eternal  interefts,  of  confirming  its 
liopcs,  oi  ftrengthening  ourfelves  as  much  as  the  prefent 
4:ondition  permits,  and  making  ourfelves  acquainted*  m 
far  as  in  our  power,  with  its  Gtuation  and  its  difpofiiions  t 
and  not  to  make  our  appearance  before  God  like.foolS9.11nv 
known  to  our fejves, .  uncertain  ot  what  we  ate,  aipd  of 
what  we  mud  lor  ever  be.  Such  are  the  means  oi  conver- 
(ion  marked  out  to  us  in  the  miracle  of  raifing  up  Xiaaaros : 
let  us  conclude  the  hiilory  of  our  gofpel,  and  fee  what  the 
motives  are  which  determine  Jefus.  Chrifi  to  operate  it*     ^ 

■ 
Reflection  III,  To  enter  at  once  into  our  (ubje^i 
without  loflng  fight  of  the  .confequence  of  the  gofpel  a  th^ 
firft  motive  which  our  Saviour  feems  to  haye,  in  the  re-» 
furrc£lion  of  Latarusj  is  that  oi  drying  up  the  tears,,  and 
rewarding  the  prayers  and  the  piety  of  his  fiflers.  Lrord^ 
faid  tliey  to  him,  he  whom  thou  loveil  is  (ick :  and  behold 
the  firil  motive  which  oiten  determines  Jefus  Chriil  to 
operate  the  converCon  oi  a  great  finner  ;  the  tears  and  the 
prayers  oi  thofe  juft  fouls  who  entreat  it. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  whether  it  be  that  the  Lord  thereby 
with  to  render  virtue  more  refpe£lable .  to  finners,  by  ac- 
cording favours  to  them  only  through  the  mediation  oi  juft 
fouls :  whether  it  be  that  he  intend  more  clofely  to  knit  to* 
gethefr  his  members,  and  to  perfe£l.them  .'m  unity  and  ia 
charity,  by  rendering  the  Runiftry  of  the  pne  ufeful  and  re* 
quifite  to  tlie  other  ;  it  is  certain,  that  it  is  through  the  pray- 
ers of  the  good;  aiid  in  their  intcrceiTion,  that  the  fourcc 
of  ihc  converfion  of  the  greateft  finners  fprings  up.  As 
all  is  done  for  tiic  jufl  in  the  church,,  fays  the  apoftle,  fo 
it  may  be  faid,  that  every  thing .  is  doqc  through  them; 
and,  as  finners  are  only  endured  in  it  to  exercife. their  vir* 
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tnCy  or  Co  animate  tbeir  vigilance,  they  are  alfo  recalled 
from  their  errors  only  to  confole  their  faidit  and  to  re« 
ward  their  groanings  and  prayers. 

Tolovejuft  fouls  is  a  beginning,  then,  of  rigteeourners 
to  thie'greateft  (inners ;  it  is  a  prefage  of  \^rtue  to  refpefi  it 
in'thofe  ivho  praSife  it ;  it  is  a  profpeft  of  converfion  to 
feek  the  fociety  of  the  good,  to  eficem  their  acquaintance, 
and  to  intereft  them  in  our  lalvation ;  and,  even  admitting 
thit  Our  heart  ffill  groan  under  iniquitous  bonds,  and  that 
JittaclAMBt  to  the  world  and  to  pleaTures  ftill  feparate  us 
from  Ood,  yet,  from  the  moment  that  we  begin  to  love 
bis  fenrants,  we  accomplifli,  as  it  were,  the  firft  ftep  in 
his  Tervice.  It  Teems  as  if  our  heart  already  becomes  tired 
of  its  paffions,  from  the  moment  that  we  take  pleafurcf  in 
the  fociety  of  thoTe  who  condemn  them :  and  that  a  relilk 
for  virtue  is  on  the  eve  of  fpringing  up  10  us,  from  tht 
moment  that  we  take  delight  in-  thofe  whom  virtue  alone 
venders  amiable. 

Belides,  the  juft,  inftrufied  by  ourfelves  with  regard  to 
our  weaknefles,  keep  tbeni  continually  prefeot  beiore  the 
Lord ;  they  lament,  before  him,  over  thofe  chains  which 
ftill  bind  us  to  the  world  and  to  kn  amufements ;  they 
oBer  up  to  him  fome  weak  deGres  of  virtue  which  we  havo 
intruiled  to  their  charge,  in  order  to  induce  bis  goodnefa 
to  grant  more  fervent  and  more  efficacious  ones ;  they  car* 
ry,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  fome  feeble  eflays  to* 
wards  good  which  they  have  noted  in  us,  in  order  to  obtain 
for  us  the  perfe£lton  and  plenitude  of  his  mercy.  More 
adefied  with  our  evilt  than  for  their  own  wants,  they  pi** 
oufly  forget  themfelves,  in  order  to  fnatch  from  deftruc- 
tion  their  brethren  who  are  on  the  point  of  periOiing  before 
their  eyes :  they  alone  jove  Us  for  ourfelves,  beiaufe  they 
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.'alone  love  in  us  but  our  falvation;  the  .world  may  furniOi 
fycophants,  flatterers,  focial  companions  in  diflipation,. but 
virtue  alone  gives  us  friends. 

And  it  is  here  that  you  who  now  lifien  to  ine, ;  who, '  per- 
haps, like  Mary,'  were  formerly  flaves  oi  the  world '  and 
•  the  paffions,  and  who,  latterly,' touched  with  grace,.  Jike 
.her,  quit  no  more  the  feet  of  .the  Lord  ;  it  is  here  that  you 
ought  to  remember  that,  in'  future,  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant duties  of  your  new  life  is,  that  of  continually,  de- 
manding,: like  the  fifter  of  Lazarus,  from  Jefus  Chrifi, 
the  refurreClion  of  your  brethren,  the  converfion .  of  thofe 
unfortunate  fouls  who  have  been  accomplice^  in  your  cri- 
minal  pleafures,  'and  who  ftill,  under  the  dominioh.  of 
death  and  fin,  forrowly  drag  on.  their  chains  in  the  ways  of 
the  world  and  ot  error.     You  ought  continually,  in  the 
bitternefs  of  your  heart,  to  be  faying  to  Jefus  Chrift,-  like 
the  fifter  of  Lazarus :  Lord,  he  whom  thou  loveft  is  fick  i 
thofe  fouls  to  whom  I  have  been  a  ftumbling-block,  and 
who  have  lefs  ofiPended  thee  than  I,  are  ftill,  however,  in 
theftiadow  of  death,  and  in  the  corruption  of  fin:  and  I 
enjoy  a  deliverance  of  which  I  was  more  unworthy  than 
they !    Ah !  Lord,  the  delight  I  feel  in  appertaining  to  .thee 
{hall  never  be  perfe£l  while  I  behold  my  brethren  thus  mif- 
erably  per ifliing  before  mine  eyes  :  I  (hall  but  imperfeflly 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  thy  mercies,  while  thou  refufeft  them  to 
fouls  to  whom  I  have  myfelf  been  the  fatal  caufe  of  their 
departure  from  righteoufnefs  :'  and  I  (hall  never  think  that 
my  crimes  are  fiitly  forgiven,  while  I  fee  them  cxifting  in 
thofe  finners   who  have  been   removed  from   thee  only 
ihrough  my  example  and  my  palfions. 

Not,  my  brethren,  that  you  ought  to  place  your  whole 
dependence  on  the  prayers  of  the  good,  or  to  exp^fi  fronx 
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ikem  alone  a  change  of  heart  and  the  gift  of  penitence. 
For  this  is  a  very  general  illufion,  and  jnore  efpecially 
among  thofe  who  are  high  in  the  world  :  they  fuppofe  that, 
by  refpefling  virtue,  by  (hewing  favour  to  the  good,  and 
by  interelling  them  to  folicitourcpnverfion  from  God,  our 
chains  (hall  drop  off  of  themfelves  without  any  effort  on 
our  part ;  they  comfort  themfelves  upon  that  remainder  of 
faith  and  religion  which  renders  virtue  in  others  ftill  deai; 
and  refpedable  to  us ;  they  give  themfelves  credit  for  not 
having,  as  yet,  reached  that  point  of  free-thinking  and 
impiety,  fo  common  in  the  world,  which  makes  virtue  the 
public  butt  of  its  cenfures  and  deriGon.  But,  alas  !  my 
brethren,  it  availed  nothing  to  king  Jehu  that  he  had  pub- 
licly rendered  honour  to  the  holy  man  Jehonadab ;  his 
vices  (till  fubGfted  with  all  that  refpe£l  he  had  for  the  man 
oi  God.  It  availed  nothing  to  Herod  that  he  had  honoured 
the  piety  of  John  the  Baptift,  and  that  he  had  even  loved 
the  holy  freedom  oi  his  difcourfcs :  the  deference  which 
he  had  for  the  precurfor  left  him  (lill  all  the  excefs  of  his 
criminal  padion.  The  honours  which  we  pay  to  virtue  at- 
tract aids  to  our  weaknefs;  but  they  do  not  juflify  our  er- 
rors :  the  prayers  of  the  good  induce  the  Lord  to  pay.  more 
attention  to  our  wants ;  but  .they  do  not  render  him  more 
indulgent  to  our  crimes :  they  obtain  for  us  vi£lory  over 
the  p^ifTions  which  we  begin,  to  dcteft;  but  nqt  over  thofe 
which  we  ftill  love,  and  which  we  ftiil  continue  to  cheriOi : 
in  a  word,  they  aflift  our  good  deflres ;  but  they  do  not 
authorife  our  impenitence. 

The  miracle  of  raiting  up  Lazarus  teaches  juft  fouls, 
then,  to  folicit  the  conyerfion  of  their  brethren ;  but  the 
convcrfion  and  deliverance  of  their  brethren  likewife  ferve 

■ 

to  animate  their  lukewarmnefs  and  flothfulnefs.  Second 
motive  which  Jefus  Chrift  propofes :   he  wiQies,   by  the 

novelty 
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fiovclty  ct  that  prodigjft  to  nouOs  the  ftith  of  bU  Afci- 
plesp  ftilt  dordUnt  and  languil 


And  fach  is  the  fruit  which  Jerus  Chrift  contifmaHy  ex* 
pefis  From  the  miraeles  of  hit  grace :  he  operates  before 
your  eyes,  you  who  have  long  walked  in  his  ways,  faddeii 
aiid  furprifing  converfions,  in  order,  by  the  fervour  amt 
{  the  zeat  of  thefe  oewly  rifen  from  the  dead,  to  confound 
your  lukewarmnefs  and  indolence.  Yes,  my  brethren,  no* 
thing  is  more  calculated  to  cover  us  with  contuGon,  and 
to  make  us  tremble  over  the  in6delities  which  we  ftill  min- 
gle with  a  cold  and  languifliing  piety,  than  the  fight  ot  % 
foul  buried,  but  an  inftant  ago,  in  the  corruption  'ot  death 
and  fin,  and  whofe  errors  had  perhaps  infhted  the  Vanity 
of  our  zeal,  and  ferved  as  a  butt  to  the  malignity  of  out 
cenfures ;  than  the  fight,  I  fay,  of  fuch  a  foul,  vivified; 
a  moment  after,  by  grace,  freed  from  his  chains,  and  bold* 
ly  walking  in  the  ways  of  God,  more  eager  after  mortifi- 
cation than  formerly  after  pleafure ;  more  removed  from 
the  world  and  its  amufements  than  apparently  be  was  once 
attached ;  fcrupling  to  himfelf  the  mofl  innocent  recrea- 
tions ;  allowing  almoft  no  bounds  to  the  vivacity  and  tranf- 
ports  of  his  penitence ;  and  every  day  making  rapid  ad* 
vances  in  piety :  while  we,  after  fnany  years  of  piety,  alas  t 
'flill  languifb  in  the  beginning  of  that  holy  career ;  while 
we,  after  fo  many  (ignal  favours  received,  after  fo  many 
truths  known,  after  fo  many  facraments  and  other  duties  of 
religion  attended,  alas !  we  ftill  hold  to  the  world  and  to 
ourfelves  by  a  thoufand  ties ;  we  are  yet  but  in  the  firft 
rudiments  of  faith  and  of  a  Chriftian  life,  and  ftill  more 
diftant  than  at  firft,  from  that  zeal  and  that  fervour  which 
conftitute  the  whole  value  and  the  whole  fecurity  of  a 
faithful  piety. 


My 
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i.  My  brethreni  the  dreadful  prophecy  id  Jefus  Chrift  is 
every  day  fulfilled  before  our  eyes.  Publicans  and  finners» 
perfoDS  of  a  fcandalous  condud  according  even  to  the 
worldt  and  as  diAant  irom  the  kingdom  of  God  as  theeaft 
is  Irom  the  weft,  are  converted,  repent,  furprife  the  world 
with  the  fight  of  a  retired  and  mortified  life,  and  (hall  fit 
down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ;  and  perhaps 
we  who  are  looked  upon  as  children  of  the  kingdom  ;  we* 
whole  manners  prefent  nothing  to  tlie  eyes  of  tlie  world 
but  what  if  orderly  and  budablei  we,  who  are  held 
out  as  morals  of  propriety  and  piety;  we,  whom  the 
world  canonifes,  and  which  we  glorified  with  the  reputa* 
tion  and  the  appearances  of  piety,  alas  I  -  we  fliall  perhaps 
be  rejefied  and. confounded  with  unbelievers,  tor  having 
always  laboured  at  our  falvation  with  negligence,  and  hav« 
ing  preferved  a  heart  ftill  altogether  worldly,  in  the  midft 
even  of  our  pious  works. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  you  whom  this  difcourfe  regards, 
do  not  judge  of  yourfelves  from  the  comparifon  which  you 
inwardly  make  with  thofe  fouls  whom  the  world  and  the 
paflions  hurry  away.  We  may  be  more  righteous  than  the 
world,  and  yet  not  enough  fo  for  Jefus  Chrift :  for  the 
world  is  fo  corrupted;  the  goTpel  is  fo  little  known  in  it : 
faith  is  fo  weakened ;  the  law  and  truth  fo  little  obferved, 
that  what  is  virtue,  with  regard  to  it,  may  ftill  be  a  great 
iniquity  in  the  fight  of  God. 

Rather  compare  yourfelves  with  thofe  holy  penitents  who 
formerly  edified  the  church  by  the  prodigy  of  their  aufter- 
ities,  and  whofe  life,  even  at  this  day,  appears  to  us  To  in- 
credible ;  with  thofe  noble  martyrs  who  gave  up  their  body 
for  the  truth,  and  who,  amidft  the  moft  cruel  torments, 
were  tranfported  with  joy  in  contemplating  the  holy  prom- 

ifies; 
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ifes ;  with  ihpfe  primitive  believers  who  fufiered  death 
every  day  for  Jefus  Chrift^  and.  who,  under  perfe'cution, 
lofs  oi  property,  and  of  their  children,  thought  them- 
felves  ftill  poflefled  oi  all,  as  they  had  neither  loft  fattb 
nor  the  hope  oi  a  better  life:  behold  the  models  by  whom 
you  ought  to.meafure  your  piety,  to  find  it  fiill  deficient, 
and  all  worldly.  Unlefs  you  refemble  them,  in  vain  do 
you  not  refemble  the  world,  you  (hall  perifli  like  it ;  it  is 
not  enough  that  you  do  not  imitate  the  crimes  of  the 
worldly,  you  muftalfo  have  the  virtues  of  the  juft. 

Laftly^  Not  only  the  goodnefs  of  Jefus  Cbrift  wiflies, 
in  this  miracle,  to  furnifli  to  his  difciples  and  to  th^  Jewifh 
believers  a  frefh  motive  for  believing  in  him,  but  in  it  his 
juftice  likewife  fupplies  a  irefli  occafion  of  obftinacy  and 
incredulity  to  the  unbelieving  Ifraelites  ;  laft  circumfiance 
of  our  gofpel.  They  take  meafures  to  deftroy  him ;  they 
wifh  to  put  Lazarus  himfelf  to  death,  that  fo  ftrikxng  a 
tellimony.  of  the  power  oi  Jefus  Chrift  may  no  longer 
continue  among  them.  They  had  wceped  his  death ; 
fcarcely  is  he  recalled  to  life  when  he  appears  worthy  only 
of  their  fury  and  vengeance.  And  behold  the  fole  fruit 
which  the  generality  of  you  commonly  reap  from  the  mir- 
acles of  grace :  that  is  to  fay,  irom.the  converfion  and  the 
fpiritual  refurreElion  of  great  fmners.  Before  that  the 
mercy  of  Jefus  Chrift  had  caft  looks  oi  grace  and  (alva* 
tion  upon  a  criminal  foul,  and,  while  delivered  up  to  the 
dominion  oi  the  paflions,  he  was  not  only  dead  in  fin,  but 
fpread  every  where  around  the  infe£)ion  and  the  flench  of 
his  diforders  and  fcandals,  you  Teemed  touched  for  its  er- 
rors and  fhame ;  you  deplored  the  mifery  of  his  lot ;  you 
mingled  your  tears  and  regrets  with  the  tears  and  regrets 
of  his  friends  and  relatives  ;  and  the  public  irregularity  oi 
his  condufl  experienced  from  you  every  forrow  and  com- 

paflion 
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'paffion  of  humanity ;  but,  fcarcely  hath  the  grace  of  Jefus 
•Chrill  recalled  him  to  life,  fcarcely,  come  forth  from  the 
:tomb  and  that  abyfs  ot  corruption  in  which  he  was  buri- 
ed, does  he  render  glory  to  his  deliverer  by  the  holy  ar- 
rdours  of  a  tender  and  iincere  piety,  than  you  become  the 
.cenfurers  even  of  his  piety :  you  had  appeared  touched 
for  the  excefs  of  his  vices,  and  you  publicly  deride  the 
excefs  of  his  pretended  piety.     You  had  blamed  his  warm 
:purfuits  after  pleafure,  and  you  condemn  the  fervour  of  his 
■love  for  God.     Be  conflUent,  therefore,  with  yourfelves, 
and  decide  in  favour  either  of  the  juft  or  of  the  finner. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  if  the  happinefs  of  a  foul,  who,  be- 
fore  your  cyts^  returns  from  his  errors,  excite  not  your 
envy ;  if  the  contrition  of  a  (inner,  who  was  formerly  the 
companion  perhaps  of  your  pleafures,  and  excefTes,  leave 
you  all  your. indifference  with  regard  to  falvation.  Ah! 
infult  not  at  lead  his  good  fortune  ;  defpife  not  in  him  the 
gift  of  God;  take  not,  even  from  the  miracles  of  grace 
fo  proper  to  open  your  eyes,  a  frefh  motive  of  blindnefs 
and  unbelief;  and  do  not  thus  change  the  bleflings  of  God 
to  your  brethren,  into  a  dreadful  judgment  of  juflice 
againfi  you. 

In  reading  the  hiftory  of  our  gofpel,  you  are  fometimcs 
aflonifhed  that  the  obAinacy  and  blindnefs  of  the  Jews 
fhould  be  able  to  red  ft  the  mofl  flriking  miracles  of  Jefus 
Chrift ;  you  do  not  comprehend  how  the  raifing  up  of  the 
dead»  the  curing  of  perfons  born  blind,  and  fo  many  other 
wonders  wrought  before  their  eyes,  did  not  force  them  to 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  his  miniRry,  and  the  fan£lity  of 
his  do£lrine :  you  fay,  that  much  lefs  would  convince  you ; 
that  anyone  of  all  ihcte  miracles  would,  fuffice,  and  that 
you  would  immediately  yield  to  the  truth. 

But 
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But,  mj  brethrenp  you  condemn  youfelves  out  ot  yout 
own  mouth ;  for»  (without  reroting  here  that  abfurd  mail* 
ner  of  fpeaking,  by  thofe  gnnd  and  fublime  proofs  whieh 
religion  furnifhes  againft  impiety,  and  which  we  have  elfo* 
where  employed,}  candidly,  is  it  not  a  more  arduous  and  4 
more  aftonilhing  miracle,  that  a  foul,  deiivered  up  to  Gd, 
and  to  the  mod  Ihamerdl  paflions,  born  with  every  propeii- 
lity  to  voluptuoufnefs,  pride,  revenge,  and  ambition,  and 
morediftant  than  any  one,  by  the  nature  of  his  heart,  frofk 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  from  all  the  maxims  of  Chrif* 
tian  piety ;  that,  all  at  once,  that  foul  Ihouid  renounce  all 
his  gratifications,  break  afunder  all  his  warmed  attach- 
snents,  reprefs  his  liveliefl  paffions,  change  his  moll  rooted 
inclinations,  forget  injuries,  attention  to  the  body  and  to 
fortune ;  no  longer  have  a  relifh  but  for  prayer,  retire- 
ment, the  prafiice  of  the  moll  gloomy  and  difgufting  du- 
ties, and  hold  out  to  the  eyes  of  the  public,  in  a  change, 
in  a  refurre3ion  fo  palpable,  the  rpe6lacle  of  a  life  fo  diF> 
ferent  from  the  former,  that  the  world,  that  free-thinking 
itfelf  (hall  be  forced  to  render  glory  to  the  truth  of  his 
change,  and  that  they  (hall  no  longer  know  him  to  be  the 
fame ;  is  it  not,  I  fay,  a  more  arduous  and  more  aftoni(h> 
ing  miracle  ? 

Now,  doth  not  the  mercy  of  Jefus  Chrift  operate  fuch 
tniractes  almoft  every  day  before  your  eyes  7  Doth  not  Eis 
holy  word,  though  in  a  weak  and  laaguifliing  mouth,  ftill 
raife  up,  every  day,  new  Lazarufes  from  the  dead  ?  Yon 
behold  them ;  you  know  and  you  appear  aftoniOied  at  them ; 
yet,  neverthelefs,  doi  they  touch  you  ?  Do  thcfe  wonders 
which,  with  fo  much  majefty,  the  finger  of  God  maketh 
to  (hine  forth,  recal  you  to  truth  and  to  the  light  ?  Do 
thefe  changes,  a  thoufand  times  more  miraculous  than  the 
raifing  up  of  the  dead,  convince  you  ?  Do  they  bring  yoo 

nearer 
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tiearer  to  Jefus  CbHfi,  or  rcflore  to  you  that  faith  wkich 
fou  have  {oft  ? 

Alas !  your  whole  <arc,  like  the  Jews,  is  to  ftand  out 
againft  or  to  weaken  their  truth.  You  deny  that  grace  hath 
any  pwn  in  the  glory  of  thefe  wonders  ;  you  feek  to  trace 
their  motives  in  caufes  altogether  worldly ;  you  confider 
them  as  delufions  and  impoGtions ;  you  attribute  to  the  ar« 
tifices  of  man  the  moft  (hining  ojperations  of  the  holy  Spir* 
it ;  you  infift  that  fuch  a  new  life  is  only  |i  frelh  fnare  to  en* 
trap  the  public  credulity,  and  a  new  path  more  fecurely  to 
attain  fome  worldly  purpofe.  Thus,  the  works  ot  the  AU 
sughty  pAwer  of  Jefus  Cbrift  harden  you  ;  thus,  even  the 
wonders  of  his  grace  complete  your  blindnefs  ;  thus  you 
make  every  thing  conducive  towards  your  deftru&ion : 
JefuS  Cbrift  becomes  to  you  a  flumbling-block,  when  he 
ought  to  have  been  a  fource  of  life  and  falvation.  The  ex- 
tnnplesof  finners  fiain  and  corrupt  yop;  their  penitence  re- 
volts and  hardens  you. 

1  Great  God !  fuller  then,  in  order  that  a  life  altogether 
criminal  at  laftbe  terminated,  that  I  now  raife  my  voice  to 
thee  out  of  the  depths  in  which  I  have,  for  fo  many  years, 
languiOied  :  the  impure  chains  with  which  I  am  bound,  at- 
tach  me  by  fo  many  folds,  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  in 
which  I  drag  on  my  gloomy  days,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  my 
good  defires,  I  fiill  remain  fettered,  and  almoil  incapable  of 
any  effort  towards  difi^ngagingmyfelf  and  returning  to  th^e, 
O  my  God,  whom  I  have  forfaken.  But,  Lord,  out  of 
the  depths  even  in  which  thou  feell  me,  like  another  Laza- 
rus, fettered  and  buried,  I  have,  at  leaft,  the  voice  of  the 
heart  free  to  fend  Up,  even  to  the  foot  ot  the  throne,  my 
forrows,  my  lamentations,  and  my  tears. 

Vol.  II.  E  3  The 
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The  voice  ot  a  repentant  Tinner  is  rfirays  agreeabfe,  O 
Lord,  to  thine  ear ;  it  is  that  voice  of  Jacob  which  awakens 
all  thy  tendernefs,  even  when  it  offers  to  thy  fight  but 
hands  of  Efau,  and  dill  covered  with  blood  and  crtnnesl 

Ah  !  thine  holy  cars,  O  Lord,  hiive  now  fufiicientiy  beea. 
turned  away  ftom  my  licentious  and  blaTphemous  words  ; 
let  them  now  be  attentive  to  the  voice  of  my  fupplications'j 
and  let  the  Angularity  of  the  words  which  I  now  addrefs  to 
thee,  O  my  God  i  attra£l  a  qsore  favourable  attention  to 
my  prayer. 

I  come  Qot  here,  great  God  I  to  excufe  my  dilbrders  in 
thy  fight,  by  alledgingto  thee  the  occafions  which  have  fe* 
duced  me,  the  examples  which  have  led  me  afiray,tbe  jdis- 
fortune  oi  my  engagements,  and  the  nature  of  my  heart. 
and  of  my  weaknefs:  cover  thine  eyes,  O  Lord,  upon  the 
horrors  of  my  paft  life  ;  the  only  poffibility  of  excufing- 
them  is,  not  to  behold  or  to  know  them  :  alas  !  if  I  am  un- 
able   myfelf  to  fupport  even  their   view ;    if  my  crimes 
dread  and  fly  from  mine  own  eyes,  and  if  my  terrors  and 
my  weaknefs  render  it  abfolutely  neceflfary  to  turn  my  fight 
from  them,  how,  O  Lord  fhould  they  be  able  to  fuOain  the 
fan£lity  oi  thy  looks,  if  thou  fearch  into  them  with  thai 
eye   o\  feverity  which  finds  ilains  in  the  pureit  and  moft 
laudable  life  ? 

But  tbou«  O  Lord,  are  not  a  God  like  nnto  man,  to 
whom  it  is  always  fo  difficult  to  pardon  and  to  iorget  the  in- 
juries  oi  an  enemy ;  goodnefs  and  merdy  dwell  in  thine 
eternal  bofom  ;  clemency  is  the  firft  attribute  of  thy  fu- 
prenie  Being ;  and  thou  haft  no  enemies  but  thofe  who  rc- 
fufe  to  place  their  truft  in  the  abundant  riches  of  thy 
mercy. 


CM  TH£|l£SURRECT!ON  Or  LAZARUS.  445 

Yes.  Lord  !  be  the  hour  what  it  may  when  a  criminal 
foul  calls  himfelf  upon  thy  mercy  ;  whether  in  the  morn- 
ing of  life  or  in  the  decline  oi  age  ;  whether  after  the  er- 
rors of  youthful  manners  or  after  an  entire  life  of  diflipa- 
lion  and  licentiwfncff  1  thou  wouldfl,  O  my  God !  that 
their  hope  in  thee  be  not  extinguifhed ;  and  thou  aflureft  us 
that  the  higheft  point  of  our  crimes  is  but  the  lowed  de- 
gree of  thy  mercy. 

But,  likewife,  great  God  !  if  thou  liflen  to  my  defires  ; 
if,  once  mpre,  thou  reftore  to  me  that  life  and  that  light 
which  I  have  loll ;  if  thou  break  afunder  my  chains  of 
death  w^ich  ftill  fetter  me ;  if  thou  ftretch  out  thine  hand  ^ 
to  withdraw  me  from  the  gulph  in  which  I  am  plunged, 
ah  !  never.  O  Lord,  (hail  I  ceafe  to  proclaim  thine  eternal 
mercies :  I  will  forget  the  whole  world,  that  I  may  be  oc- 
cupied only  with  the  wonders  of  thy  grace  towards  my 
foul :  I  will  every  moment  ot  my  {ife  render  glory  to  the 
God  who  ihall  have  delivered  me :  my  mouth  for  ever  (hut 
againft  vain  things,  (hall  with  difficulty  be  able  to  exprefs 
all  the  tranfports  of  my  love  and  ot  my  gratitude  ;  and  thy 
creature  who  ftill  groans  under  the  dominion  of  the  world 
and  of  fin,  then  reftored  to  his  true  Lord,  fliall.  henceforth 
and  for  ever  more.  Uefs  his  deliverer. 


SERMON 
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SERMON  XIV. 

V 

ON  The  day  of  judgment. 


Luke  x*i.  17. 

«  -  - 

\      A    Thenjkall  they  fee  the  Son  of  Man  aiming  in  a  clomd,  mU/k 
.  £  power  and  greai  gtory. 

Ouch  will  be  that  laft  rpefiacle  which  Oiall  tarminate  the 
eternal  revolations  which  the  afpefi  of  this  world  is  contio- 
nally  ofieriflg  to  our  tye$^  and  which  either  arnqfe  us 
through  their  novelty,  or  feduce  us  by  their  charms.  Such 
will  be  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  the  day  ot  his  re* 
velation,  the  accompliibment  ot  his  kingdom,  and  the  com- 
plete redemption  of  his  myflical  body.  Such  the  day  of 
the  manifellation  o(  confciences,  that  day  of  mifery  and 
defpair  to  one  portion  of  men,  and  ot  peace,  confolatiop* 
and  ineffable  delight  to  the  other :  the  fweet  expe£lation  of 
the  jull,  the  dread  of  the  wicked ;  the  day  which  is  to  de- 
termine the  deftiny  ot  all  men. 

It  was  the  image,  ever  prefent  to  their  minds,  of  that  ter« 
rible  day  which  rendened  the  firft  believers  patient  under 
'  perfecution,  delighted  under  fufferance,  and  illuftrious  un- 
der injury  and  reproach.  It  is  that  which  hath  fince  fup- 
ported  the  faith  of  martyrs,  animated  the  conftancy  of  vir- 
ginsy  and  fmootbed  to  the  anchorite  all  the  horrors  of  a  def- 

ert  ; 
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fcrt ;  it  is  that  which  ftill,  at  this  day,  peoplea  tboTe  reli- 
gious folitudes  ere6led,  by  the  pieiy  of  our  anceftort,  as 
afylums  againft  the  contagion  of  the  age. 

Even  you,  my  brethren,  when  the  awful  fdemnity  of 
that  grand  event  hath  fometimes  intruded  on  your  thoughts, 
have  been  unable  to  check  feelinga  of  compunQion  and 
dread.  But  thefe  have  been  only  tranfitory  fears ;  more 
fmiling  and  more  agreeable  ideas  have  fpeedily  ei&ced 
them,  and  recalled  to  you  your  former  calm.  Alas  f  in 
the  happy  days  of  the  church  it  would  have  been  confider- 
ed  as  renouncing  faith  not  to  have  longed  for  the  day  of 
the  Lord.  The  only  confolation  of  thofe  firft  difciples  of 
faith  was  in  looking  forward  to  it,  and  the  apoftles  were 
obliged  even  to  moderate,  on  that  point,  the  holy  eagernefs 
of  believers;  and,  at  prefent,  the  church  finds  iifelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  employing  the  whole  terror  of  our  miniftry, 
in  order  to  recal  its  remembrance  to  Chriftians,  and  the 
whole  fruit  of  ouir  difcourfet  is  confined  to  making  it  dread- 
ed. 

I  mean  not,  howenrer,  to  difplay  to  you  here  the  whole 
btftocy  of  that  awiiil  event.  I  wiOi  to  confine  myfelf  to 
one  of  its  circumftances,  which  has  always  appeared  to 
me  as  the  moft  proper  to  make  an  impreflion  on  the  heart : 
it  is  the  manifefiation  of  confciences. 

Now,  behold  my  whole  defign.  On  this  earth  the  finner 
never  knows  himfelf  fuch  as  lie  is,  and  is  only  half-known 
to  men ;  he  lives,  in  general,  unknown  to  himfelf,  through 
his  blindnefs,  and  to  others,  through  his  diflimulation  and 
cunning.  In  that  grand  day  he  will  know  himfelf,  and  will 
be  known.  The  finner  laid  open  to  himfelf:  the  finner 
hid  open  to  aUcteatnrei  r  behold  the  fubje£l  upon  which  I 
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have  refolded  to  make  fome  fimple  and,  I  truftf  edifying 
reilefiions. 

•        ■  .  •  » 

Part  I.    "  All  things  are  rcferved  for  a  future  day, 

fays  the  fagc  Ecclefiaftes*  and  no  man  I^noweth   them 

here  below,  for  all  things  come  alike  to  all :  there  is  one 

event  to  the  righteous  and.  to  the  wioked;  to  the  good 

**  and  to  the  evil,  to  the  clean,  and  to  the  nocleap  ;  .to  him 

**  that  facrificeth,  and  to  him  that  farriScetb  n.ot ;  as  is  the 

**  good,  fo  is  the  finner." 

•      *  1 

What  idea,  indeed,  ihould  we  have  of  Providence  in 
the  government  of  the  univerfe,  were  we  to  judge  of  its 
wifdom  and  juftice  only  from  thedivcrfe  lots  which  it  pro- 
vides on  the  earth,  for  men  ?  What !  The  good  and  the  evjl 
Ihould  be  difpenfed  on  the  earth,  without  choice,  refpeS^ 
.  or  difcrimination  ?  The  juft  man  fhould  almofl  always  groan 
under  afBiSion  and  want,  whilft  the  wicked  iliould  live 
furrounded.with  glory,  pleafures,  and  aflluence,  and,  after 
fortunes  fo  different,  and  manners  fo  diflimilar,  both  fhould 
alike  fink  into  an  eternal  oblivion  ;  and  that  juft  and 
avenging  God,  whom  they  fhould  afterwards  meet,  would 
not  deign  either  to  weigh  their  deeds  or  to  diftinguifh  their 
merits?  Thou,  OLord,  art  juft,  and  wilt  render  to  each 
according  to  his  works. 

This  grand  point  of  Chriflian  faith,  fo  confident  even 
with  natural  equity,  fuppofed  :  I  fay,  that,  in  that  terrible 
da)*,  when,  in  the  face  of  the  univerfe,  the  finner  ihall  ap- 
pear before  that  awful  tribunal  accompanied  by  his  works, 
the  manifeflation  of  confciences  will  be  the  moft  horrible 
punifhment  of  the  unfaithful  foul.  A  rigorous  examina- 
tion fhall,  in  the  firft  place,  make  him  known  to  himfelf  2  - 
and  behold  all  the  circumAances  at  that  awful  difcuflion. 

I  ought. 
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I  oui^ht,  in  the  firft  placr^  to  make  you  obferve  all  the 
titles  with  which  he  will  be  inveiled  who  (ball  examine 
you,  and  wliich  announce  ail  the  rigour  with  which  he 
fliall  weigh  in  the  balance  your  deeds  and  thoughts.  It 
will  be  a  rigid  Icgiflator,  jealous  of  the  fanfltty  of  his  law, 
and  who  will  judge  you  only  by  it;  all  tHe  foftenings,  all- 
the  vain  interpretations,  which  cuftoni  or  a  falfe  knowledge 
had  invented,  (ball  I'anilfa ;  the  luflreot  the  law  will  dif* 
fipate  them ;  the  refources  with  which  they  had  flattered  the 
(inner,  will  (ink  into  nothing;  and  the  incenfed  legiQator- 
will  examine  alofioft  more  rigoroufly  the  falfe  interprefa- 
tions  which  had  changed  its  purity,  than  the  manifefi  tranf- 
grcdions  which  had  violated  it.  It  will  be  a  judge  charged 
with  the  interefts  of  his  Father's  glory  againfi  the  (inner, 
eftablilhed  to  decide  betwixt  God  and  man ;  and  that  day 
will  be  the  day  ot  his  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  divinity, 
againft  thofe  who  (hall  not  have  rendered  to  him  (hat  hon- 
our which  is  his  due  ;  a  Saviour,  who  will  (hew  you  his 
wounds  to  reproach  your  ingratitude ;  all  that  he  hath  done 
for.  you  will  rife  up  againft  you  ;  his  blood,  the  price  of' 
your  falvation,  will  loudly  demand  your  defliuclion;  and 
his  defpifed  kindnelTes  will  be  kumbefed  among  your  heavi* 
eft  crimes:  the  fearcher  of  heartc,  to  wliofc  eyes  the' 
moft  hidden  councils  and  the  moft  fecret  thoughts  will  be' 
laid  open:  laftly,  a  God  o\  terrible  majefty»  before  whom 
the  heavens  (hall  di(rolve,  the  elements  (hall  be  con- 
founded, and  all  nature  overturned;  and  whofe  fcrutinv, 
with  all  the  terror  of  his  prefence,  the  (inner  (hall  fing!/ 
be  forced  to  fupport. 

Now,  behold  the  circumftances  of  that  awful  examina- 
tion. i/^(>'f  It  will  be  the  fome  for  all  men:  and,  as  St. 
Matthew  fays,  before  him  (hall  be  gathered  ail  nations. 
The  difi'erence  of  ages,  countries,  conditions,  birth,  and 
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tempf  rament,  (hall  no  longer  be  there  attended  to ;  and  as 
the  gorpel,  on  which  you  will  be  judged,  is  the  Uw  of  all 
times  and  conditions,  and  holds  out  the  fame  rules  to  the 
prince  and  to  the  fubjeA,  to  the  great  and  to  the  lowly^  to 
the  anchorite  and  to  the  nun  immerfed  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world  ;  to  the  believer  who  lived  in  the  fervour  of  the  prim- 
itive times,  and  to  him  who  hath  the  misfortune  to  live  in 
the  relaxation  of  the  prefent  age;  no  diftinfiiott  will  be 
made  in  the  manner  of  proceeding  on  the  examination  of 
the  guilty.  Vain  excufes  on  rank  and  birth,  on  the  dan- 
gers of  his  fiation,  on  the  manners  of  his  age,  on  the  weak« 
nefs  of  temparament,  will  then  be  no  longer  lifteiied  to 
fixim  you ;  and,  with  refpefi  to  modefty,  chaftity,  am- 
bition, forgivenefs  ot  injuries,  rehouncement  oi  ooe'a 
felf,  mortification  of  the  fenfes,  the  juft  Judge  will  de- 
mand an  exa£l  account,  equally  from  the  Greek  as  from 
the  Barbarian  ;  from  the  poor  as  from  the  powerful :  from 
the  man  of  the  world  as  from  the  folitary  ;  from  the  prince 
as  from  the  humblefl  fubje£l ;  lajlly^  from  the  Chrifliansoi 
thefe  latter  times  as  from  the  firft  difciples  of  the  gofpel. 

Vain  judgments  of  the  earth,  how  (hall  you  then  be  con- 
lounded  f  And  how  little  (hall  we  then  eflimate  nobility  of 
blood,  the  glory  of  anceftry,  the  blaze  of  reputation,  the 
diflinfiion  of  talents,  and  all  thofe  pompous  titles  with 
which  men  endeavour  on  this  earth  to  puff  out  their  mean* 
nefs,  and  to  found  fo  many  vain  diftinflions  and  privileges, 
when  we  (hall  feeamidft  that  crowd  of  guilty,  the  fovereiga 
confounded  with  the  (lave ;  the  great  with  the  meaneft  of 
the  people ;  the  learned  promifcuptifly  blended  with  the 
ignorant  and  mean  ;  the  gods  of  war,  thefe  invincible  and 
far-famed  charaSers  who  had  (illed  the  univerfe  with  iheir 
name,  at  the  fide  ol  the  hufbandman  and  labourer;  thou 
alone,  O  my  God !  haft  glory,  power,  and  immortality ; 

and. 
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and»  all  the  titles  of  vanity  being  defiroyed  and  annihilated 
with  the  world  which  had  invented  then},  each  will  appear 
before  thee  accompanied  Tolely  by  his  works  ! 

8<^,  That  examination  will  be  univerral,  that  is  to  fay^ 
that  it  will  comprehend  all  the  different  ages  and  circuml 
ftances  of  your  life :  the  weaknefTes  of  childhood,  whicfi 
have  efcaped  your  remembrance ;  the  tranfports  of  youth» 
of  which  almoft  every  moment  has  been  a  crime ;  the 
ambition  ahd  the  anxieties  of  a  riper  age  ;  the  obftinacy 
and  the  chagrins  of  an  old  age,  (till  perhaps  voluptuous. 
What  afionifhment,  when  repa(&ng  over  the  diverfe  parts 
which  you  have  a&ed  on  the  earth,  you  (hall  find  your- 
felves  every  where  pro&ne,  dlffolute,  voluptuous,  with- 
out virtue,  without  penitence,  without  good  works;  hav- 
ing pafTed  through  a  diverfity  ot  lituations  merely  in  or- 
der to  amafs  a  more  abundant  treafure  of  wrath ;  and 
having  lived  in  thefe  diverfe  flates  as  if,  to  a  ceruinty,  all 
were  to  die  with  you ! 

The  variety  of  events,  which  fucceed  each  other  here 
below,  and  divide  our  life,  fix  oyr  attention  only  on  the 
prefent,  and  do  not  permit  us  to  recolle£fc  it  in  the  whole^ 
or  fully  to  fee  what  we  really  are.  We  never  regard  our- 
felves  But  in  that  point  of  view  in  which  our  prefent  fitaa- 
tion  holds  us  out ;  the  laft  fituation  is  always  the  one 
which  leads  us  tojudge  of  ourfelves ;  a  fentiment  of  falva- 
tion,  with  which  God  fometimes  indulges  us,  calms  us  on 
an  infenfibility  of  many  years  ;  a  day,  paffed  in  exercifcs 
of  piety,  makes  us  forget  a  life  of  crimes  ;  the  declaration 
of  our  faults,  at  the  tribunal  of  penitence,  effaces  them 
from  our  remembrance,  and  they  become  to  us  as  though 
they  had  never  been  :  in  a  word,  of  all  the  different  flates 
of  our  confcicnce  we  never  fee  but  the  prefent.  But,  in 
Vol.  II.  F  3  the 
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the  prefence  of  the  terrible  Judge,  the  whole  will  be  viftble 
sconce  ;  thehillory  will  be  entirely  laid  open.  From  the 
wery  firft  feeling  formed  by  your  heart,  even  to  its  la&  flgh* 
all  (hall  be  colle£led  before  your  eyes ;  all  the  iniquities, 
dilperfed  through  the  difierent  ftages  of  your  lite,  will 
then  confront  you ;  not  an  aQion,  not  a  deCre,  not  a  word» 
not  a  thought,  will  there  be  omitted ;  for,  if  our  hairs  be 
numbered,  judge  of  our  deeds*  We  (hall  fee  fpring  up 
the  whole  courfe  of  our  years,  which,  though  as  it  annihi- 
lated to  us,  yet  lived  in  the  eyes  of  God ;  and  there  we 
{hall  find,  not  thofe  perifinble  hifiories  in  which  Qur  vain 
actions  were  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  ;  not  thofe  flat- 
tering recitals  of  our  military  exploits,  of  thofe  brilliant 
events  which  have  filled  fo  many  volumes,  and  exhaufted 
fo  much  praife  ;  not  thofe  public  records  in  which  are  fet 
down  the  nobility  ot  our  birth,  the  antiquity  of  our  origin, 
the  fame  of  our  anceftors,  the  dignities  which  have  render- 
ed them  illufirious,  the  luftre  which  we  have  added  to  their 
name,  and  all  the  hiflory,  as  I  may  fay,  oi  human  illufion 
and  weakncfs ;  that  immortality  fo  vaunted,  which  it  pro- 
mifed  to  us,  (hall  be  buried  in  the  ruins  and  in  the  wrecks 
of  the  univcrfe  ;  but  there  we  (hall  feethe  mod  (hocking  and 
exa£l  hiflory  of  our  heaA,  of  our  mind,  of  our  imagination  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  that  internal  and  invifible  part  of  our  life, 
equally  unknown  to  ourfelves  as  to  the  red  of  men. 

Yes,  my  brethren  :  befides  llie  exterior  hiftory  ot  our 
manners,  which  will  be  all  recalled,  what  will  mod  adon- 
i(h  us  is,  the  fccrct  hidory  of  our  heart,  which  will  then 
be  wholly  laid  open  to  our  eyes  ;  of  that  heart  which  we 
have  never  founded,  never  known ;  of  that  heart  which 
continually  eluded  our  fearch,  and,  under  fpecious  names, 
difguifed  from  us  the  (hame  ot  its  paflions;  of  that  heart 
whofc  elevation,  probity,   magnanimity,  difintercdednefs, 

and 
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and  nataral  goodners  we  have  fo  much  vaunted ;  which' 
the  public  error  and  adulation  had  beheld  as  fuch,  and 
which  had  occafioned  our  being  exalted  above  other  men. 
So  many  (hameful  defires,  which  were  fcarcely  formed  be- 
fore we  endeavoured  to  conceal  them  from  ourfelves ;  fo- 
many  abfurd  projefls  of  fortune  and  elevation,  fweec  delu- 
fions,  up  to  which  our  feduced  heart  continually  gave  ic* 
felf ;  fo  many  fecret  and  mean  jealoufies  which  were  the  in- 
vifible  principle  of  all  our  conduQ,  yet,  neverthelefs,  which 
we  diffemble  through  pride;  fo  many  criminal  difpoG* 
tions  which  had,  a  thoafand  times,  induced  us  ardently  to 
wifli,  that  either  the  pleafures  of  the  fenfes  were  eternal,  or 
that,  at  leail,  they  (hould  remain  unpuniOicd ;  fo  many  ha« 
treds  and  animolities  which,  unknown  to  ourfelves,  had 
corrupted  our  heart ;  fo  many  defiled  and  vicious  inten- 
tions,  with  regard  to  which  we  were  fo  ingenious  in  fhittering 
ourfelves  ;  fo  many  projefis  ot  iniqnity  to  which  opportu- 
nity had  alone  been  wanting,  and  which  we  reckoned  as  no- 
thing, becaufe  they  had  never  departed  from  the  heart;  in 
a  word,  that  viciflitude  of  paffions  which,  in  fuccefTion,  had* 
pofleflion  of  our  heart :  behold  what  (hall  alt  be  difplayed 
before  our  eyes.  We  (half  fee,  hy%  a  holy  father,  come 
cot,  as  from  an  ambufcade,  numberlcfs  crimes  ot  which 
we  could  never  believe  ourfelves  capable.  We  (hall  be 
fhewn  to  ourfelves  ;  we  (hall  be  made  to  enter  into  our  own 
heart,  where  we  had  never  refided :  a  fudden  light  (hall 
clear  upthat  aby fs :  that  myftery  of  iniquity  (hall  be  reveal- 
ed :  and  we  fliatt  fee  that  which  of  alt  we  knew  leaft,  that 
was  ourfelves. 

To  the  examination  of  theevifs  we  have  committed  will 
fucceed  that  of  the  good  which  we  have  failed  to  do.  The 
cndlefs  omidions  of  whidi  our  Hfe  has  been  fult,  and  for 
which  we  had  ne^v  felt  even  remorfe,  will  be  retailed  ;  fo 

many 
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ipany  circuinftancea  where  our  cbarafier  engaged  us  to  ren- 
der glory  to  the  truths  and  where  we  have  betrayed  it 
through  vile  motives  oi  intereft,  or  mean  compliances ;  fo. 
many  opportunities  oi  doing  good,  provided  for  us  by  the 
floodnefs  of  God,  and  which  we  have  almoft  always  neg-. 
lefied;  fo  much  culpable  and  volunury  ignorance,  in, 
con(equence  of  h(iving.always  dreaded  the  light,  and  cvea^ 
fled  from  tbofe  ^who  could  have  in(lni£led  us ;  foniany, 
<vents  fo  calculated  to  open  our  eyes,  and  which  have  fcrv-L 
ed  only  to  Incre^ fe  our  blindnefs ;  fo  much  good  which* 
through  our  ulents  or  our  example,  we  might  have  done. 
iind  which  we  have  prevented  by  our  vices ;  fo  many  foulf 
whofe  innocence  might  have  been  preferved  by  our  bounty* 
^d  whom  we  have  left  to  perifli  by  refufing  to  abate  fton^ 
pur  profufions ;  fo  many  crimes  which  might  have  beei^ 
prevented  in  our  inferiors  or  Equals  by  prudent  remonn 
prances  and  ufeful  advice,  and  which  indolence,  raeannefs,^ 
and  perhaps  more  culpable  views,  have  made  us  fupprefs ; 
fo  many  days  and  moments  which  might  have  been  placed 
to  advanuge  for  Heaven,  and  which  we  have  fpent  in  inu- 
tility and  an  unworthy  effeminacy.  And  what  in  this  i& 
more  dreadful,  is  that,  in  our  own  tyet^  that  was  the  moft 
innocent  part  of  our  life,  offering  nothing  to  our  remem- 
brance, as  we  think,  but  a  great  void. 

What  endlefs  regret,  then,  to  the  unfaithful  foul  to  fee 
fttch  a  lift  of  days  facrificed  to  inutility,  to  that  world 
which  is  no  more  :  while  a  fingle  moment,  confecrated  tp 
a  God  faithful  to  his  promifes,  might  have  merited  the  fe- 
licity of  the  holy  !  To  fee  fo  many  meanneffes,  fo  many 
fubjc£lions  for  the  iake  of  riches,  and  a  miferable  fortune 
which  could  laft  only  for  a  moment ;  while  a  fingle  vio- 
lence, fuffered  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Cbrifl,  would  have 
fecured  to  him  an  immortal  crown !  What  regret,  wficn 

be 
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be  now  finds  that  not  half-  the  c^rer  and  ^niciatief  wetf 
required  for  his  falvation  wjiich  he  has  undergone  tp,«c-i 
complifli  bis  deftruQion;  and  that  a  fipglc  day  of  sha^ 
long  lite,  wholly  devoted  to  tli^  yorldi  hiid  fuficed  for 
eternity  ! 

To  that  examination  will  fqcc^d,  in-  the  fourth  pUce, 
that  oi  mercies  which  you  have  abufed  ;  To  many  holy,  in* 
fpirations  either  rejefled  or  only  half  profecuted;  fo  many 
watchful  attentions  of  Providence  to  yo^r  foul  rendered 
unaviMling;  lb  many  truihsi  declared.  thh)ugh  our  minif-v 
try^  which,  in  many  believers,  ^ve  operated  p^nit^nQCi 
and  falvation,  but  have  always  been  flcril^  in  your  bears ; 
fo  many  af&i£iuon»  and  dirappointmei^u,  whicl\  the  Lord 
had  provided  for  you,  in  order  to  recal  you  to  him«  and 
of  which  you  have  always  made  fo  unworthy  an  u(e;  even 
fo  many  natural  gifts  which  once  were  bloQbms  of  virtue, 
and  which  you  have  turned  into  agents  of  vic« :,  ah  !•  i( 
the  unprofitable  fervant  be  cafi  into  utter  dacknefs  for«hfiv» 
ing  only  hidden  his  ulent,  with  .w^bat  indiiigence  can  you 
flatter  yourfelf,  you  who  have  received!  Ip  m^ny^  and  who 
have  always  employed  them  ag^inft  tbc  glory  of  that  Mafr 
ter  who  had  entjufted  them  to  you  ? 

Here,  indeed,  it  is  that  the  reckoning  will  be  terrible. 
Jefus  Chrift  will  demand  from  you  the  price  of  his  blood. 
You  fometimes  complain  that  God  doth  not  enough  for 
you;  that  he  hath  brought  you  into  the  world  we^k,  and 
ol  a  temperament  of  which  you  are  not  the  mailer ; .  and 
that  he  befioweth  not  the  necefiary  grace  to  enable  you  to 
refill  the  many  opportunities  which  diag  you  away.  Ah  ! 
you  will  then  fee  that  your  whole  Hie  has  been  a  continued 
abufe  of  his  mercies ;  you  will  fee  that,  among  fo  many 
infidel  nations  which  know  him  not,  you  have  been  pri- 

viledged, 


f j6  SERMON     XIV. 

Vilegedt  enlightened,  called  to  faith,  nourifhed  in  the 
dofirine  of  truth  and  tlie  virtue  of  the  facnunent,  incef- 
fiuitly  fupported  by  his  infpirations  and  his  grace ;  you 
will  be  Ihocked  to  fee  all  that  God  hath  done  for  you,  and 
the  little  that  you  have  done  for  him ;  and  your  complaints 
will  quickly  be  changed  into  an  utter  confufion,  deftitute 
of  every  refource  but  in  the  horrors  of  your  own  def- 
pair. 

Hitherto  the  juR  Judge  hath  examined  you  only  on  thofe 
crimes  which  are  efpecially  your  own  ;  b'ut  what  will  it 
be  when  he  (ball  enter  into  a  reckoning  with  you  on  the 
fins  of  others,  of  which  you  have  been  either  the  occafion 
or  caufe,  and  which  will,  confequently,  be  charged  to 
your  account?  What  a  new  fink!  AH  the  fouls  to  whom 
you  have  been  a  fubjeS  ot  fcandal  and  ruin  will  be  pre- 
fented  to  you ;  all  the  fouls  whom  your  difcourfes,  your 
counfels,  your  example,  your  folicitations,  your  immo- 
defiies,  have  precipitated,  with  yourfelf,  into  eternal  de. 
ftruQion ;  ^11  the  fouls  whofe  weaknefs  you  have  either 
feduced,  or  whofe  innocence  you  have  corrupted,  whofe 
faith  you  have  perverted,  whofe  virtue  you  have  (haken, 
whofe  free-thinking  you  have  authorifed,  or  whofe  impie- 
ty you  have  ftrengthened  by  your  perfuafions,  or  by  the 
example  of  your  life.  Jelus  Chrift,  to  whom  they  be- 
longed, and  who  had  purchafed  them  with  his  blood,  will 
demand  them  at  your  hands,  as  a  dear  heritage,  as  a  pre- 
cious conquefi,  which  you  have  unjuftly  ravifhed  from 
him ,  and,  if  the  Lord  marked  Cain  with  the  (ign  ol  re- 
probation in  demanding  account  from  him  of  the  blood  of 
his  brother,  judge  with  what  fign  you  (hall  be  marked 
when  you  fliall  be  brought  to  a  reckoning  for  his  foul. 


But 
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.-    But  this  is  not  all.     Were  you  a  public  charaSer,  and 
high  in  authority,  what  abufes  authorifed  I  -  What  iniqui- 
ties glanced  over !  What  duties  facrificed,  either  to  your 
own  inierefts,  or  to  the  paflions  and  interefts  oi  others  ! 
What  refpe6l  of  perfons,  in  opppGtion  to  equity  and  con- 
fcience !  What  iniquitous  undertakings  counfelled !  What 
wars,  perhaps,   what  coniufions,    what  public  evils,   of 
which  you  have  either  been  the  author  or  the  ihiamoua 
agent !  You  will  fee  that  your  ambition  or  your  counfels 
have  been  as  the  fatiil  fource  of  an  infinity  of  mifirries,  of 
the  calamities  of  your  age,  of  tbofc  evils  which  are  per- 
petuated, and  pafs  from  the  father  to  foa;  and  you  will  be 
furprifed  to  find  that  your  iniquities  have  furvived  your- 
felf,  and  that,  even  long  after  death,*  you  were  flill  culpa- 
ble, before  God,  ot  an  infinity  of  crimes  and  diforders 
which  took  place  on  the  earth.    And  now  it  is,  my  bre- 
thren that  the  danger  ot  public  flations  ihall  be  known,  the 
precipices  which  furround  the  throne  itfelf,  the  rocks  ot 
authority,  and  with  what  reafon  the  gofpel  denomipated 
happy  thofe  who  live  in  the  obfcurity  of  a  private  ftation  ; 
with  what  it  was  that  religion  wilhed  to.inTpire  us  with  fu 
much  honxir  at  ambition,  fo  much.indiflerence  towards  the 
grandeurs  of  the  earth,  fo  much  contempt  tor  all  that  is 
exalted  only  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  fo  frequently  recom- 
mended to  us  to  love  only  what  we  ought  for  ever  to  love. 

But,  exempted  perhaps  from  all  thefe  vices  which  we 
have  juft  been  mentioning,  and  attached,  for  a  long  time 
paft,  to  the  duties  ot  a  Chriftian  life,  you  prefume,  that 
this  terrible  examination  will  either  not  regard  you,  or,  at 
any  rate,  that  you  will  appear  there  with  more  confidence 
than  the  criminal  foul.  Undoubtedly,  my  dear  hearer, 
that  will  be  the  day  ot  triumph  and  glory  for  the  juft ;  the 
da)-  which  wiiyuflify  thcic  pretended  excefles  of  retreat, 

mortification, 
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had  Fttrnilhed  t6  the  world  fo  many  fubjeds  of  ce&rute  and 
profane  derifion z  the  joft  ifaall.  no  doabt  appear  before  tUt 
iwful  tribunal  with  more  confidence  than  the  nnner ;  but 
be  will  at  fo  appear  theret  and  even  hii  righttoufneri  flnfl 
be  judged :  your  vinuci,  your  holy  worXs,  will  be  fubinick 
ted  to  that  rigoroua  examination.  Tht  w^rld,  which  ofteft 
refiifea  the  praires  due  to  the  trueft  virtue,  too  often  likci 
wife  grants  them  to  the  fole  appeaiances  of  virtue :  there 
are  rveii  fo  many  juftwhb  deceive  tbemfelvesy  and  who 
are  indebted,  for  that  name  and  that  tvpotation,  merely  t6 
the  public  error.  Thus,  it  ii  nok  only  Tyre  and  Sidon  that 
I  fluH  vifit  in  the  day  ot  my  wrath,  fayeth  the  Lord ;  that 
is  to  fay,  thofe  finnerswhom  their  crimes  feemed  to  conl 
found  with  the  unbelievers  and  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon :  I  fliall  carry  thelight  of  my  judgments  even  to  Je* 
rufalem ;  that  is  to  fay,  I  will  examine,  I  will  fearch  into, 
I  will  fathom  the  motives  of  thofe  holy  works  which  feem 
to  equal  you  with  the  moft  faithful  of  the  holy  Jerulalem* 

I  will  trace,  even  to  the  fource,  the  motive  of  that  con-- 
verfion  which  made  fo  much  noife  in  the  world ;  and  it 
fliall  be  feen  whether  I  find  not  its  origin  in  fome  fecret  dif. 
guft,  in  the  declenfion  of  youth  and  fortune,  in  private 
views  of  favour  and  preferment)  rather  than  in  the  detefta* 
tion  of  fin  and  love  of  rightcoufnefs. 

I  will  balance  thofe  liberalities  poured  out  on  the  bofom 
of  the  poor,  thofe  compaflionate  vifits,  that  zeal  for  pious 
undertakings,  that  protefiion  granted  to  my  fervants  with 
complaifance,  a  defire  of  efteem,  odentatidn,  and  world- 
ly views  which  have  infefied  them;  and,  in  my  fight, 
they  (hall  perhaps  appear  to  be  rather  the  fruits  of  pride, 
than  the  confequences  of  grace  and  the  work  of  my  Spirit. 

I  will 
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.  I  will  Fccal  that  train  of  prayer  and  otheir  holy'  pra£lices 
«f  which  you  had  made  a  kind  of  habit,  which  no  longer 
roufed  within  you  any  feeling  ot  taith  and  compnnflion  ; 
and  you  (hall  know  whether  lukewarmnefsy  negligence, 
the  little  truit  which  attended  them,  and  the  little  difpoFu 
tion  within  youprevious^  to  thero^  have  not  before  me,  con- 
ftituted  fo  many  infidelities  lot  which  you  (hall  be  judged 
without  mercy. 

I  will  fearch  into  that  removal  from  the  world  and  from.) 
pleafures^  that  lingularity  of  condu£l,  that  aflfeQation  of 
modellyand  regularity;  and,  perhaps,  I  (hall  find  rhem- 
more  the  confequence  of  humour,  temperament,  and  in- 
dolence,  than  of  faith ;  and  that  in  a  lite  more  regular  and. 
more  retired,  in  the  opinion  of  men,  you  (hall  ilill  have 
preferved  all  your  felf-love,  your  attachment  to  the  (le(h,. 
all  the  nicities  of  Anfuality ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  fiaiof> 
the  moft  worldly  fouls. 

I  will  fearch,  even  to  the  bottom,  that  pretended  zeal 
for  my  glory  which  made  you  fo  deeply  lament  over  the- 
fcandals  of  which  you  were  a  fpc£hitor,  which  led  you  to 
condemn  them  with  fuch  confidence  and  pride,  and  to 
blaze  out,  with  fuch  warmth,  againft  the  irregularities  and 
weakne(res  of  your  brethren  ;  aad,  perhaps,  (hall  that  zeal 
be  no  longer  in  my  fight  but  a  natural  feverity  of  temper, 
a  malignity  of  di(po(ition,  an  inclination  towards  cenfure 
and  upbraiding,  and  indifcrcct  warmth,  a  vain  odentatioua 
zeal ;  far  from  finding  you  full  of  zeal'  for  my  glory,  and 
tor  the  falvation  ot  your  brethren,  you  (hall  no  longer 
appear  before  me,  but  unjuft,  obfiinatc,  malicious,  and  ra(h^ 

I  will  demand  an  account  from  you  of  thofe  fplenilid 
talents  which,  it  would  appear,  you  employed  only  lor  my 

G  3  glory. 
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glory  and  for  the  inftni&ioo  of  bclievert ,  and  which  had 
drawn  upon  you  the  bleffingi  of  the  juft,  and  the  acclama* 
tions  even  of  the  worldly ;  and,  perhaps,  that  continnal 
attention  to,  and  gratification  ot  your  own  pride^  the  defire 
of  furpaffing  others,  and  your  fenfibility  of  human  applaufe, 
will  prove  the  prominent  features  of  your  works  to  be  only 
the  works  of  man  and  the  iruits  of  pride,  and  that  I  fhall  curfe 
thofe  labours  which  had  fprung  from  fo  impure  a  fource. 

Great  God  I  What  works,  upon  which  I  had  fo  firmly 
depended,  (hall  then  be  found  dead  in  thine  eyes  I  How 
terrible  Oiall  be  that  difcriminatioQ  I  And,  of  all  the  anions 
which  we  have  performed  even  for  heaven,  how  few  wilt 
thou  acknowledge  as  thine,  and  which  thou  wilt  deem  wor- 
thy of  reward ! 

Do  not  from  thence  conclude,  my  brethren,  that  it  is 
then   needlefs    to  labour  for  falvation,    feeing   the  juft 
Judge  Ihall  feek  only  the  condemnation  of  men  :  only 
their  condemnation.     My  brethren  ?  He  is  come  folely  to 
fave  them,  and  his  mercies  will  far  furpafs  even  his  juftice. 
But  behold  the  conclufion  which  you  ought  rather  to  draw. 
Thofe  righteous  fouls  whom  you  fo  frequently  accufe  of 
excefs,  of  fcrupulofity  in  the  praQice  of  the  duties  of  a 
Chri&ian  life,  as  though  they  carried  things  too  far;  thefe 
fouls,  expofed- to  the  light  oF  God,  (ball  appear  lukewarm, 
fenfual,  imperfeS,  and  perhaps  criminal :  and  you,  who 
live  in  the  dangers  and  pleafures  of  the  world ;  you,  who 
devote  to  religion  and  your  falvation  only  the  mofl  idle 
moments  of  your  life ;  you,  who  fcarccly  mingle  a  Tingle 
work  of  piety  with  an  entire  year  of  difTipation  and  inu- 
tility, in  what  fituation  (hall  you  then  be,  my  dear  hearer  P 
If  thofe,  who  (hall  have  only  latidable  works  to  prefent, 
ihall  yet  be  in  danger  of  reje£lion,  what  (hall  be  your  defli- 
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ity  7  You,  who  have  only  a  life  entirely  worldly  to  ofier  ? 
If  the  tree  full  of  bloiTomi  be  treated  with  fuch  rigour^ 
what  fliall  become  of  the  withered  and  barren  tree  ?  And, 
if  the  juft  be  even  with  difficulty  faved;  I  fpcak  not  of 
the  Gnner,  for  he  is  already  judged ;  but  the  worldly  foul, 
who  lives  without  either  vice  or  virtue,  how  (hall  he  dare 
to  appear  ? 

You  after  fay,  my  dear  hearer,  that  your  confcience 
does  not  reproach  you  with  great  crimes :  that,  if  not 
good,  neither  are  you  bad,  and  that  your  only  fin  is  indo- 
lence and  floth.  •  Ah !  you  Ihall  then  know  yourfelf  before 
the  tribunal  of  Jefus  Chrift.  You  (hall  fee  whether  the 
teftimony  of  your  confcience,  which  reproached  you  not 
with  crimes,  and  left  you  fcarcely  any  thing  culpable  to 
coniefs,  were  not  a  terrible  blindnefs,  up  to  which  the 
juftice  of  God  had  always  delivered  you.  From  the  dread 
in  which  you  fliall  fee  the  juft,  you  (hall  find  what  ought 
to  be  your  own  fears :  and  whether  the  confidence  in 
which  you  have  always  lived,  fprung  from  the  peace  of  a 
good  confcience,  or  from  the  falfe  fecurity  of  a  worldly 
one. 

O  my  God  I  cries  St.  Auguftin,  could  I  but  fee,  at 
this  moment,  the  ftate  of  my  foul  as  thou  flialt  then  lay  it 
open  to  me!  Could  I  defpuil  myfeli  of  thofe  prejudices 
which  blind  me ;  miflruft  thofe  examples  which  confirm 
me ;  thofe  cuftoms  which  quiet  me ;  thofe  talents  which 
dazzle  me;  thofe  praifes  which  feduce  me;  that  rank  and 
thofe  titles  which  deceive  me;  and  thofe  complaifances  of 
a  facred  guide,  which  form  all  my  fecurity  ;  could  I  but 
defpoil  myfelf  of  that  felf-Iove  which  is  the  fource  of  ail 
my  errors,  and  behold  myfelf  alone  at  thy  feet,  in  thy 
light :  O  my  God !  what  horror  would  I  not  ieel  for  my. 

felf? 


feir?  Aod  what  nieanivct  WooM  I  not  Ukr,  inkalttUiof 
my kll  belore.  tbee«  to  prcarfent  tBe  public  :flMUM:!of^-|hil 
•awful  day»  when  the  councils  of  heirta,  and  the  Ifecicty 
«l  thoughts,  fhall  be  manifefied  ? .  For,^  my  bitdlren^  ndl 
«nlx  ftall  the  finncr  be  fti^wa  to  him&lf,  biut  be  Uwll  like' 
wife  be  Ibewn  to  aU  creatures. 

Part  II.  That  mixture  ot  good  «nd  wicked,  ineritable 
on  this  earthy  gives  birth  to  two  difordera*  In  the  firft 
"place,  through  favour  oi  thai  raixturey  concealed  vice  eCi 
capes  that  public  ignominy  wbicb  is  its  due ;  virtue,  not 
known,  receives  not  the  applaufe  knleriu.  In  the  fecooA 
,place,  the  finner,  high  in  honours,  frequently  fills  the 
moil  di&ingttiibed.  offices,  white  the  good .  and  ptooa 
man  lives  in  humiliation,  and  crawls  like  a  flave  at.  hb 
feet.  Now  on  that  terrible  day,  a  double  manifeftation 
fliall  be  made,  which  will  repair  that  two- fold  dtforder* 
In  the  firfl  place,  the  finful  will  be  marked  out  from  the- 
juft  by  the  pubUc  expolition  oi  their  confcience.  ht  the 
fccond  place,  they  will  be  difcerned  by  reparation  ffon» 
f  ihem,  and  the  difference  oi  their  flations  before  the  throne 
of  glory. 

In  order  fully  to  comprehend  all  the  ihame  and  confo* 
fion  with  which  the  criminal  foul  (hall  then  be  covered, 
when  fliewn  to  all  creatures,  and  all  his  vices,  the  nioft- 
fecret,  expofed  to  the  light,  it  requires  only  to  pay  at-- 
tention:  i//(y»  To  the  number  and  chara£lerof  the  fpec-> 
tators  who  (hall  witnefs  his  (hame :,  2df/y,  To  the  care  he  bad< 
taken  to  conceal  his  weaknelfes  and  debaucheries  from  the 
eyes  of  men,  while  on  the  earth :  3^//^,  and  Iqftly^  To  his 
perfonal  qualities,  which  will  render  his  confufion   fliU 
more  deep  and  overwhelming. 

Here 
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Here  figure  to  yoArfelves,  then,  my  birethreat  the  crimw 
inal  foul  before  the  tribufml  of  Jefas  Chrifi,  furrounded 
by  angels  and  men;  the  jufi,  the  finful,  his  relations,  his 
fubjeAs,  his  maflers,  his  friends,  his  enemies,  all  their 
eyes  fixed  on  him;  preCfntac  ihe%rrib)e  fcrutiny  which 
the  juft  Judge  will  make  into  his  aQions,  his  defires,  and 
his  thoughts ;  forced,  in  fpite  of  themfelves,  to  aflift  at 
his  judgment,  and  to  witnefs  the  juffice  of  the  fehtence 
which  the  Son  of  Man  (hail  pronounce  againft  him.  All 
the  refources  which,  on  this  earth,  might  foften  the  ihoft 
humiliating  confufion,  (hall  fail,  on  that  day,  to  the  un* 
faithful  foul. 

Firft  refource.  On  this  earth,  when  guilty  of  a  fault 
which  has  funk  us  into  contempt,  the  whole  has  turned  ori 
a  certain  number  of  witnefTes  confined  to  our  nation,  o^ 
to  the  place  oi  our  birth ;  we  may  have  removed  ourfeives 
from  them,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  to  avoid  continually 
reading,  in  their  e^s,  the  remembrance  and  reproach  of 
our  paft  (hame ;  we  may  have  changed  our  place  of  dweU 
ling  to  go  elfewhere  among  ftrangers,  to' recover  a  reputa- 
tion  which  we  had  already  lofi.  But,  oh  that  grand  day,  all 
men  affembled  (hall  be  acquainted  with  the  fecret  hiftory  ot 
your  manners  and  of  your  confcience.:  you  (hall  no  longer 
have  it  in  your  power  to  go,  to  hide  yourfeli  far  from  the 
looks  of  the  fpefiators,  to  feek  new  countries,  and,  like 
Cain,  to  fly  into  the  defert.  Each  Ihall  be  fixed  immovea- 
ble  in  the  place  marked  out  tor  him,  bearing  on  his  fore« 
head  the  fentence  of  his  condemnation  and  the  hiftory  of 
his  whole  life,  obliged  to  fuftain  the  cyts  ot  the  univerfe, 
and  the  whole  Ihame  of  his  weakne(res.  There  (hall 
no  longer,  then,  be  any  hidden  fpot  wherein  to  conceal 
himfcit  from  the  public  regard ;  the  light  oi  God,  the  fole* 
glory  of  the  Son  of  Man^  will  fill  the  heavens  and   the 

earth : 
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cnth;  atidy  in  all  that  immenfity  ot  fpace  aroond  you; 
you  will,  in  every  part,  difcover  from  afar  only  watchful 
eyes  fixed  on  you. 

Second  refource.  On  the  earth,  when  our  fiiame  is  even 
public,  and,  when  degraded  in  the  minds  of  men,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fonie  ftriking  fault,  yet  there  are  always  fome 
iriends  grounded  in  our  favour,  wbofe  efteem  and  fociety 
recompenfe  us,  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  public  contempt, 
and  whofe  kindnefsaflifts  us  in  fuftaining  the  inveteracy  of 
the  general  cenfure.  But,  on  thi&  occafion,  the  prefence 
of  Qur  friends  will  be  the  obje£l  by  far  the  moft  inrupporta* 
ble  to  our  (hame.  If  Tinners,  like  ourfelves,  they  will  cafi  up 
10  us  our  common  pleafures  and  our  example,  which,  per- 
haps,  have  been  the  firft  rock, upon  which  their  innocence 
fpUt :  it  juft,  as  they  had  believed  us  to  be  children  of 
light,  ah  I  they  will  reproach  to  us  their  good  opinion  abufed, 
and  their  friendQiip  feduced.  You  loved  the  juft,  fliall 
they  fay  to  us,  and  you  hated  rightepiffhers ;  you  prote£led 
virtue,  yet,  in  your  heart,  you  placed  vice  on  the  throne : 
in  us  you  fought  that  probity,  that  fidelityt  and  that  fecuri- 
ty  which  you  found  not  in  your  worldly  friends,  but  you 
fought  not  the  Lord  who  tormed  all  thefe  virtues  in  our 
heart :  ah  !  did  not  the  author  of  all  our  gifts  deferve  to  be 
more  loved,  more  fought  after  than  we  f 

.  And  behold  the  third  refoucce,  which  (hall  fail,  to  the 
conlufion  of  the  criminal  foul.  For,  (hould  no  friends  be 
found  on  this  earth  to  intereft  them felves  in  our  mis for« 
tunes,  there  are  always,  at  leaft,  indiiTerent  per fons  whom 
our  faults  do  not  wound  or  excite  againft  us.  But,  on 
that  terrible  day,  we  (hall  have  no  indiiTerent  Tpe£lators. 
The  juft.  To  feeling  on  jthis  earth  to  the  calamities  of  their 
brethren,  To  ingenious  in  excufing  their  faults,  and  To  ready 
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in  covering  them  with  the  veil  of  charity,  in  order,  at  leafl, 
to  foiten,  if  they  cannot  find  an  apparant  excufe  for  them 
in  the  eyes  of  men  ;  the  juft,  then,  defpoiled,  like  the  Son 
of  Man,  of  that  indulgence  and  pity  which  they  had  exer- 
cifed  towards  their  brethren  on  the  earth,  (hall  hifs  at  the 
finner,  fays  the  prophet,  (hall  infult  him,  and  (hall  demand 
his  punifhment  from  the  Lord  to  avenge  his  glory ;  they 
(hall  enter  into  the  zeal  and  the  interefl^  of  his  judice  ;  and, 
becoming  judges  themfelves,  they  (hall  mock  him,  fays  the 
prophet,  and  fay,  *'  Lo,  this  is  the  man  that  made  not  God 
*'  his  ftrength ;  but  trafted  in  the  abundance -of  his  riches, 
*'  and  ftrengthened  himfelf  in  his  wickednefs.  Behold, 
**  now  that  fooli(h  man,  who  believed  himfelf  the  only  fage 
"  on  the  earth,  and  who  confldered  the  life  of  the  juft  as  a 
**  folly  ;  who  made  to  himfelf,  in  the  favour  of  the  great, 
in  the  vanity  of  titles  and  dignities,  in  the  extent  of  Ms 
lands  and  po(re(fions,  in  the  good  opinion  and  applaufes 
of  men,  fupports  of  dirt,  which  were  to  peri(h  with  him. 
Where,  now,  ace  your  gods,  your  rdck  in  whom  you 
**  trufted  ?  Let  them  rife  up  and  help  you,  and  be  your  pro- 
"  teftion." 

Nor  (hall  (inners  be  more  indulgent  to  his  mifery  ;  they 
will  feel  for  him  all  that  horror  which  they  (hall  be  forced 
to  feel  for  themfelves ;  the  fellow(hip  of  m'tsforiune,  which 
ought  to  unite,  will  be  only,  an  eternal  hatred  which  (hall 
divide  them  ;  only  a  cruel  inveteracy,  which  (hall  (ill  their 
hearts  with  nothing  but  fcntiments  of  cruelty  and  fury 
againft  their  brethren ;  and  they  will  hate,  in  others,  the 
fame  crimes  from  which  all  their  miferies  fpring.  In  a 
word,  the  men  moft  diOant  from  us,  the  mod  favagc  na- 
tions,  to  whom  the  n^me  of  Jefus  Chrifl  hath  never  t>een 
announced,  come  then,  but  too  late,  to  the  knowledge  of 
truth,  (hall  rife  up  againft  you,  and  reproach  to  you,  that,  if 
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ihe  mirtctei  which  God  fuitf»  in  Tain,  operated  aoMMifft 
you  had  been  wrought  hefore  their  eyes ;  that  it  fhtfriikt- 
yoUt  had  heen  enlightened  by  the  gofpel,  and  fuftaincd  by 
the  fuccours  of  faith,  they  would  have  done  penance  in- 
fackdotb  and  afliet.  and  put  to  advantage,  for  their  fal vatioiv 
Ihofe  favours  which  you  have  abuftd  for  your  defbruQimi. 

■f  ■ 

Such  fhall  be  the  confoion  of  the  reprobate  foul.  At^ 
cnrfed  before  God,  he  will  find  himfelf,  at  the  iame  tinw^ 
the  outcaft  of  heaven  and  ot  earth,  4he  fh^me  and  curfe  of 
all  creatures  :  even  the  inanimate,  which  he  had  forced  to> 
))e  fttblervient  to  his  paffions,  and  which  groaned,  faiys  Stt 
Pkul,  in  the  expefiation  ol  deliverance  from  that  Ihameful 
fervitude,  fitidl,  in  their  way  rife  up  again  him.  The  fua^ 
pf  which  he  had  abufed  the  light,  Ihall  be  darkened,  al  if 
it  were  not  to  Ibine  on  bis  crimes :  the  (lars  (hall  dtfappear, 
as  ii  to  tell  him  that  tbey  have  too  long  witnefled  his  iniqui<^ 
tous  p'aflions:  the  earth  (hall  crumble  from  under  his- 
feet,  as  if  to  ejeft,  from  its  bofom,  a  monfter  which  it 
could  no  longer  bear :  and  the  whole  univerfe  fays  Solomon; 
ihall  arm  againft  him  to  avenge  the  glory  ot  the  Lord  whom 
he  has  infuited.  Alas !  we  fo  dearly  love  to  be  lamented 
in  bur  misfortunes  :  indiff^ehee  alone  irritates  iand  wounds^ 
us :  here,  not  only  (ball  atl  hearts  be  (hut  to  our  misfor<> 
tunes,  but  all  beholders  (hall  iufuitour  (hame,  and  the  only 
portion  left  to  the  finner  (hall  be  his  confufton,  his  defpairt> 
and  his  crimes.  Firft  circumftance  of  the  confufion  ot 
the  criminal  foul :  viz,  the  multitude  of  witne(res. 

I  take  the  fecond  from  the  care  and  anxiety  they  had 
uken,  whilft  living  on  the  earth,  to  dirguife  and  conceal 
tberorelves  from  the  eyes  of  men.  For,  my  brethren,  the 
world  is  a  grand  theatre  on  which  almoft  every  one  a£ls  a 
borrowed  charaCler.     As  we  are  full  of  pafTions,  and  as  all 
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yaffions  havje  always  in  tbem  fomething  mean  and  defpicable, 
Kmr  whole  attention  is  empbyed  in  concealing  their  mean- 
ncrs,  and  in  endeavouring lo  give  oarfelves  out  for  what  we 
are  not :  iniquity  is  always  treacherous  and  deceitful.  Thus. 
your  whole  life,  you»  above  all  who  liften  to  me,  and  who 
ccAifider  the  duplicity  of  your  charafier  as  knowledge  oE 
jthe  world  and  ot  the  court ;  your  whole  life  has  been  only 
one  train  of  diflimulation  and  artifice ;  even  your  fincereft 
and  mod  intimate  friends  have  only,  in  part,  known  you  ; 
you*  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  world,  tor  you  changed 
chani^r,  fentiment,  and  inclination,  according  to  ctreum- 
ftances  and  the  difpofition  ot  thofe  to  whom  you  wiflied  to 
make  yourfelves  agreeable;  through  thefe  means  you  had' 
acquired  the  reputation  of  ability  and  wifdom  ;  but  there 
fliall  be  feen»  in  its  native  colours,  a  mean  and  treacheit>us 
feuldcftitute  ot  probity  and  truth,  audwhofe  principal  viri 
tue  had  been  the  concealment  of  its  bafenefs  and  meannefs^ 

You,  likewife,  unfaitbtul  foul,  whom  a  fex  more  jealoot 
of  honour  and  rendered  Hill  mor^  attentive  to  conceal  your 
weaknefles  from  the  eyes  of  men,  you  were  fp  artful  in 
faving  yourfelf  trom  a  difcovery ;  you  took  from  fe  far» 
and  fo  furely,  your  meafures  to  deceive  the  eyes  ot  a  huF- 
band,  the  vigilance  of  a  mother,  and,  perhaps  the  probity 
of  a  confeflbr  :  you  would  not  have  furvived  the  accident 
which  had  therein,  betrayed  your  precautions  and  artifice*. 
Vain  cares !  you  only  covered  your  lewdncjTes,  fays  the 
prophet,  with  a  fpider's  web,  which,  on  that  great  day,  the 
Son  ot  Man  (hall  diflipatc  with  a  fingle  blaft  of  his  mouth. 
In  the  prefence  of  all  aflembled  nations,  fayeth  the  Lord,  t 
will  gather  around  thee  all  thy  lovers.  They  (hall  fee  that 
eternal  train  of  anifices,  difguifes,  and  meannefles ;  that 
fhameful  traffic  of  protieAations  and  oaths*  which  you  made 
inftrumental  10  fo  many  diflErrent  paflions,  and,  at  the  fame 
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time,  to  lull  their  credulity ;  they  fliall  Tee  them/and,  ira* 
.4:ing  even  to  the  fource  thofc  criminal  favours  which  yoii 
had  beftowed  on  them»  they  fhall  find  them  not  in  their 
pretetided  merit  as  you  had  wiflied  them  to  believe,  but  ia 
your  own  infamous  charafier^  iaa  heart  naturally  lewd ; 
you»  who  pique  yourfelves  on  having  a  heart  fo  noble,  fo 
lincere*  and  fo  incapable  of  being  touched  but  by  merit 
alone.  And  all  this  (hall  take  place  before  the  eyes  of  the 
univerfe ;  of  thofc  friends  whom  an  appearance  of  regulari«- 
ty  had  preferved  to  you ;  of  your  relations  who  were  ig«> 
Aorant  of  the  difgrace  with  which  you  covered  them ;  of 
4hat  hufband  who  had  fo  much  depended  on  your  afie&km 
tad  fidelity, 

O  my  God !  is  there  an  abyfs  fufficiemly  profound  io  the 
earth  in  which  the  unfaithful  foul  would  npt  then  wiih  to 
hide  himfelf  ?  For,  in  the  worldi  men  never  fee  but  the 
outfide  and  the  fcandal  of  our  vices  ;  and,  befides,  our  con* 
iufion  is  fliared  and  countenanced  by  thofe  who  are  con- 
tinually culpable  of  the  fame  faults.  But,  before  the  tri» 
bunal  of  Jefus  Chrift,  your  weaknefles  (hall  be  feen  evem 
in  your  heart ;  that  is  to  fay,  their  binh,  their  progrets^ 
Iheir  mod  private  motives,  and  a  thoufand  (hameful  and 
perfonal  circumftances,  which,  even  more  than  the  crimes 
themfelves,  (hall  cover  you  with  (hame :  it  will  be  a  confu* 
iion  in  which  none  (hall  bear  a  (hare,  and,  confequently^ 
will  be  entirely  your  own. 

Laftly,  The  final  circuralhnce,  which  (hall  render  the 
(hame  of  the  finner  overwhelming,  is  his  perfonal  quali* 
tics. 

You  palTed  in  the  world  for  a  faithful,  fincere,  and  gene- 
TOii^  friend  :  it  will  be  (een  that  you  were  vile,  perfidious^ 
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inlerefied,  without  faith,  honour,  probity/  confciencc,  or 
cbara3er.     You  gave  yourfelf  out  tor  a  towering  mind 
above  all  the  vulgar  prejudices ;  and  you  (hall  unfold-tho 
waofi  humiiiatiog  meannefles  and  circumftances,  at  which 
the  vileft  foul  would  almoft  expire  with  ihame.    In  the. 
world  you  were  regarded  as  a  man  of  integrity,  and  of  an 
approved  probity  in  the  adminiilration  ot  your  charge; 
that  reputation  had  perhaps  attra£led  frefh  honours,  and  ac* 
quired  to  you  the  public  confidence  ;  you,  neverthelefs, 
abufed  the  credulity  ot  men  ;  thofe  pompous   (hews   oi 
equity  concealed  an  unjuft  and  fervile  foul,  and  a  thoufand 
times  bad  your  fidelity  been  in  fecret  betrayed,  and  your 
cenfcience  corrupted  by  views  ot  fortune  and  motives  of 
intereft ;  yoa  were  apparently  adorned  with  fan &ity  and. 
righteottfnefs  ;  you  had  always  atTumed  the  femblance  of 
the  juft ;  yoa  were  believed  to  be  the  friend  ot  God,  and 
the  taithful  obfervcr  of  his  law;  yet  your  heart  was  not. 
upright  before  the  Lord  ;  under  the  cloak  of  religion  yoa 
covered  a  defied  confcience  and  ignominious  conceaU 
ments  ;  you  walked  in  the  way  ot  holy  things  more  fecure* 
ly  to  attain  your  purpofes.     Ah  !  on  that  day  of  revelation- 
you  go  to  undeceive  the  whole  univerfe ;  thofe  whohad. 
feen  you  on  the  earth,  aftonifhed  at  your  unexpefied  lot, 
fhall  fearch  among  the  reprobate  to  difcover  the  upright 
man ;  the  hope  ot  the  hypocrite  (hall  then  be  overthrown  : 
you  unjufily  had  enjoyed  the  efleem  of  men  ;  you  (hall  be 
known  and  God  avenged.    Laftiy,  Yet  (ball  I  dare  to  fay 
it,  and  here  reveal  the  (hame  of  my  brethren  ?  You  were 
perhaps  the  difpenfer  of  holy  things,  high  in  honour  in  the 
temple  of  God ;  the  charge  ot  faith,  of  doQrine,  and  of 
piety,  was  intruded  to  you ;  you  appeared  every  day  in  the 
fanfiuary,  clothed  in  the  formidable  tokens  of  your  digni- 
ty»  ofiering  up  pure  gifts  and  facrifices  without  (lain ;  yoii 
were  iotrufled  with  the  fecrccies  oi  confciences  ;  you  fuf- 
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ttined  the  weak  id  faith ;  you  fpoke  of  'wifdam  among  the  in- 
JlruSed ;  and,  under  all  that  religipn  hath  moft  auguftor  moSb 
holy,  you  perhaps  concealed  whatever  the  earth  has'ilioflr 
execrable.  You  were  an  impoftor,  a  sian  oi  fin  feMed:  iff 
ihe  temple  oi  God ;  ydu  inftruQed  others,  and' yoo  taoghtf 
not  yourfelf ;  you  infpired  horror  againft*  idols,  and  yoof' 
days  wbre  only  numbered  by  your  faeriieges. .  Ah- 1  tho^ 
myftery  of  iniquity  (hall  then  be  revealed ;  and  yon^  (hall; 
at  laft  be  known  for  what  you  have  always  btfen^  the  cuffe 
ot  heaven  and  the  ihame  of  the  earth. 

Behold,  my  brethren,  all  the  confufion  with  which  the' 
criminal  foul  (hall  be  overwhelmed.  And  it  will  not  he  v 
tranfitory  confufion.  In  the  world  we  have  cmly  the  fi^ 
fliame  ot  a  fault  to  undergo :  the  taoife  of  it  gradually  dies^ 
aWay  ;  new  adventures  at  laft  take  place  of  ours ;  and  the' 
remembrance  ot  our  difgrace  fades  away,  and  difappetrs 
with  the  rumour  which  had  publiflied  them.  But,  at  the* 
great  day,  fliame  (hall  eternally  remain  upon  the  criminal 
foul ;  there  fliall  no  longer  be  any  frefli  events  to  obliterate' 
his  crimes  and  his  confufion ;  nothing  (hall  more  change  : 
all  (hall  be  fixed  and  eternal :  that  which  he  (hall  have  ap- 
peared  before  the  tribunal  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  will  he  for 
ever  appear :  even  the  nature  of  his  torments  (hall  incef. 
fantly  publiih  the  nature  of  his  crimes  ;  andhis  (hamc  (half 
every  day  be  renewed  in  his  punifhment.  My  brethren, 
reflexions  here  are  needlefs ;  and,  if  fome  remains  of  faith 
ilill  exift  within  you,  it  is  for  you  to  found  your  own  con- 
fciences,  and  from  this  moment,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  aa 
may  enable  you  to  fuflain  the  manifeflation  of  that  great 
day. 

But,  after  having  (hewn  tc  you  the  public  confufion  with 
which  the  finner  (hall  be  covered;  why  may  not  I  expofe 
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to  you  here  what  fliall  be  the  glory  and  the  confolation  ot 
the  truly  juil  man*  when  the  fecrecies  oi  his  confcience 
fluil  be  laid  open  to  the  unri'erfe ;  when  the  whole  myfiery 
of  his  heut  fliall  be  unfolded ;  of  that  heart,  ot  which  all 
the  lovclinefs,  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  men  was  known 
only  to  God ;  of  that  heart  in  which  he  had  always  fuppo*. 
fed  flains  and  defilements ;  and  of  which  his  humility  had 
concealed  from  himfelf  all  the  holinefs  and  innocency; 
of  that  heart  in  which  God  alone  had  always  dwelled,  and 
which  he  had  taken  pleafure  in  adorning  and  enriching  with 
his  gifts  and  grace !  What  new  wonders  fliall  that  divinq 
fanQuary;  Hitherto  fo  impenetrable,  then  ofier  to  the  eyes  of 
the  beholders,  when  the  veil  fliall  be  removed  from  itl 
What  ferveiit  defircs  I  What  fecret  vifiories!  What  heroi- 
cal  facrifices  !  What  pure  prayers !  What  tender  lamenta- 
tions 1  What  faith  1  What  grandeur  i  What  elevation  above 
all  thofe  vain  objefis  which  form  all  the  defires  and  hopes 
of  men  I  Then  it  fl»ll  indeed  be  feen»  that  nothing  was  fo. 
great,  or  fo  worthy  of  admiration  in. the  world,  as  a  truly 
juft  man ;  aa  thofe  fouls  who  were  confidered  as  ufelcfs, 
becaufethey  were  fo  to  our  paffions ;  and  whofe  obfcure  and 
letired  life  was  fo  much  defpifed.  It  fliall  be  feen  that  the 
heart  of  the  faithful  foul  poflefled  more  luftre  and  grandeur 
than  all  thofe  great  evenu  which  take  place  on  the  earth, 
was  alone  worthy  oi  being  written  down  in  the  eternal 
books,'  and  offered  to  the  eyes  ot  God  a  fight  more  worthy 
of  angels  and  men  than  all  the  viQories  and  conquefls, 
which  here  below,  fill  the  vanity  of  hiflories,  to  which 
pompous  monuments  are  erefled  in  order  to  eternife  their 
remembrance,  and  which,  then,  fliall  no  longer  be  confider- 
ed but  as  puerile  fquabbles,  or  the  fruit  of  pride  and  the  hu- 
man paflions.  Firft  diforder  repaired  on  that  great  day : 
vice  concealed  here  below  from  public  fliame,  and  virtue 
from  the  applaufes  it  merits. 
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The  fecond  dirorder,  which  the  mixture  of  the  good  and 
of  the  bad  gives  birth  to  in  the  world,  is  the  inequality  of 
conditions,  and  the  unjuft  exchange  of  their  lou.  It  is 
with  theprefent  age  as  with  the  image  of  which  Daniel  ex- 
plained the  myftery  :  the  juft,  like  the  clay  which  we  tram- 
ple under  our  feet,  or,  like  iron  hardened  in'  the  fire  of 
tribulation,  in  general.^occupy  here  below,  only  the  mem- 
eft  and  mofi  contemptible  ftations ;  while,  on  the  contrary « 
the  finful  and  the  worldly,  typified  by  the  gold  and'filver, 
vain  objefts  of  their  paffions,  almoft  always  find  themfelvet 
placed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  in  the  moft  eminent  pl»« 
ces*  Now,  this  is  a  diforder;  and,  although  ^he  good  be 
thereby  exercifed,  and  the 'wicked  hardened;. although  this 
confufion  of  good  and  evil  enter  into  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence ;  and  that,  by  ways  and  means  impenetrable  to  man, 
God'^akes  uie  of  them  to  lead  the  juft  and  the£nner  to  his 
purpofes,  yet  it  is  neceffary  that  the  Son  of  Man  gather  to* 
gi^^her  all  things ;  and  that  it  (hall  at  laft  be  difcerned  be- 
tween the  righteous  and  the  wicked ;  between  him  that  fer* 
veth  God,  and  him  that  ferveth  him  not.  Now,  behold 
the  grand  fpe£lacle  of  that  laft  day  :  order  (hall  be  reeftab- 
liflied  ;  the  good  fcparated  from  the  wicked  :  the  flieep  fet  oa 
his  right  hand,  and  the  goats  on  the  left. 

Separation,  iJUy.  altogether  new.  It  will  not  be  de- 
manded from  you,  in  order  to  determine  what  rank  you 
ought  to  hold  in  this  awful  fcene,  what  were  your  names, 
your  birth,  your  titles,  or  your  dignities ;  thefe  were  but  a 
vapour,  which  had  no  reality  but  in  the  public  iliufion  ; 
you  will  be  examined  only  to  prove  whether  you  be  an  un- 
clean  animal  or  an  innocent  fiieep  :  the  prince  fhall  not  be 
feparated  from  the  fubjeil ;  the  noble  from  the  peafant ; 
the  poor  from  the  powerful ;  the  conqueror  from  the  van- 
quiihed ;  but  the  chaff  from  the  good  grain ;   the  veffels  of 

honour 
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Konour  .  from  the .  veffels  of  Ihame ;  the  goats  from  the 
fheep. 

The  Son  of  Man  Aall  be  feen  from  on  high,  cafting  hit 
fegards  over  all  the  mingled  nations  and  people  affembled  . 
Qt  his  feet ;  recalling,  in  that  view,  the  hiftory  of  the 
univerfe,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  paffions  or  of  the  virtues 
lof  men;  he  (hall  be  feen  gathering  together  his  chofen 
from  the  four  quarters ;  choofing  them  from  among  every 
tongue,  every  ftation,  and  every  nation  ;  reuniting  the 
children  oi  Ifrael  difperfed  through  the  univerfe ;  unfold* 
ing  the  fecret  hiftory  of  an  holy  and  new  people ;  bringing 
forth  to  view  heroes  of  jbith  till  then  unknown  in  the 
world ;  no  more  diftinguilhing  ages  by  the  vi^ries  of 
conquerors,  by  the  eftablilhment  or  the  fall  oi  empires, 
by  -the  politenefs  or  the  barbarity  of  the  times,  by  the 
great  characters  who  have  blazed  in  every  age,  but  by  the 
diverfe  triumphs  of  grace,  by  the  hidden  vifiories  of  the 
juft  over  their  paflions,  by  the  efiablifhment  of  his  reign 
in  a  heart,  by  the  heroical  fortitude  of  a  perfecuted  be« 
liever.  You  ihall  fee  him  change  the  face  of  all  things, 
create  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  and  reduce  that  in« 
finite  variety  of  people,  titles,  conditions,  and  dignities  to 
a  people  holy,  and  a  people  reprobate,  to  the  goats  and  the 
fheep* 

Separation,  2^/y,  cruel.  The  father  (hall  be  Feparated 
from  bis  child ;  friend  from  friend ;  brother  from  brother : 
the  one  (hall  be  taken,  the  other  left.  Death,  which  de* 
prives  us  of  the  deareft  friends,  and  wbofe  lofs  occa(jons 
-to  us  fo  many  (ighs  and  tears,  leaves  us,  at  leaft,  a  con- 
folation  in  the  hope  of  being  one  day  reunited  to  them. 
Here,  the  feparation  is  eternal ;  no  hope  of  reunion  (hall 
jBore  exift ;  we  Ihall  no  more  have  relatives,  father,  child, 

friend ; 
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friend ;  no  xnlier  ties  than  everlaiUng  flMbet.  which  BmU 
for  ever  unite  us  to  the  reprobate. 


'  'Separation*  jji^/jr,  ignominioai.  We  ire  To  touchy,  on 
li  preference,  when  neglefied«  or  left  blended  with  thr 
crowd  on  any  fplendid  occafibn  ;  we  are  fo  peevifli  and  b 
irriuted*  when,  in  the  diftribution  oi  favours*  we  fee  no^ 
vices  carrying  off  the  palm  and  the  principal  offices ;  our 
fervices  forgotten,  and  thofe,  whom  we  had  alvray's  SetA 
far  below  us,  now  exalted  and  placed  over  our  headt :  but^ 
on  that  grand  day  it  is  that  preference  fhall  be  accompany 
ed  with  circuraftances  the  AioR  humiliating  and  the  laoft 
galling  to  the  criminal  foul.  In' that  univer£il  fileace»  tii 
that  dreadful  «xpedation,  in  which  each  one  (ball .  be  lor 
the  decifion  of  his  defUny.  You  fhall  fee  the  Son  of  Maa 
advancing  in  the  heavens,  with  crowns  in  one  hand  and 
lift  rod  oi  wrath  in  the  other,  to  carry  dff,  from  your  fide^ 
a  juft  foul  whofe  innocence  you,  perhaps,  had  blackened 
by  ra(h  dircourfes,  or  whofe  virtue  you  had  infulted  by 
impious  pleafantries  ;  a  believer  who  was,  perhaps,  born 
your  fubje6l ;  a  Lazarus  who  in  vain,  perhaps,  had  impori- 
tuned  you  with  the  recital  ot  his  wants  and  poverty  ;  a 
rival  whom  you  had  always  beheld  with  an  eye  of  fcorn,  and 
upon  whofe  ruins  your  intrigues  and  artifices  had  perhaps 
exalted  you.  You  (hall  fee  the  Son  of  Man  place  a  crown 
of  immortality  on  his  head,  feat  him  at  his  right  hand, 
while  you,  like  the  proud  Haman,  reje3ed,  humbled,  and 
degraded,  (hall  no  longer  have  before  your  eyes  but  the 
preparation  oi  your  punifbment. 

Yes,  my  brethren,  every  galling  and  overwhelming  cirf- 
cumftance  (hall  attend  that  preference.  A  favagc  con* 
verted  to  faith  (hall  be  ranked  among  the  (heep,  %fhile  a 
Cbriftian  inheritor  of  the  promifes  (hall  be  left  among  the 
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goats.  The  layman  (hail  afcend,  like  the  eagle  over  its 
prey,  while  the  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift  (hall  grovel  on 
the  earthy  covered  with  fliame  and  reproach.  The  roan  ot 
the  world  (hall  pafs  to  the  right  hand,  while  the  reclufe 
paflfes  to  the  left.  The  wife,  the  learned,  the  critic  of 
the  age,  (hall  be  driven  to  the  fide  of  the  unclean  ;  and  the 
idiot,  who  knew  not  how  to  anfwer  even  the  common 
(alutations,  (hall  be  placed  on  a  throne  of  glory  and  light* 
Rahab,  a  (inful  woman,  (hall  mount  up  to  the  heavenly 
Sion  along  with  the  true  Ifraelites  ;  while  the  (iller  of  Mo- 
fes,  and  the  fpoufe  o(  Jefus  Chrift,  (hall  be  driven  from 
the  camp  and  the  tents  of  Ifrael,  and  (hall  appear  covered 
with  a  (hameiul  leprofy.  Thou  art  determined,  O  my 
God  I  that  nothing  (hall  be  wanting  towards  the  defpair  of 
the  criminal  foul.  It  is  not  fufEcient  tl)athe(haU  be  over- 
whelmed under  the  weight  of  his  own  roifery ;  thou  (halt 
create  for  him  a  new  puni(hment  in  the  felicity  of  the  jufi,. 
who,  preterred  to  him,  (hall  be  feen  conduced  by  angels 
into  the  bofom  of  immortality. 

What  change  of  fcene,  my  brethren,  in  the  univerfc  ! 
It  is  then  that,  all  fcandals  being  plucked  out  from  the 
kingdom  oi  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  juft  wholly  feparatsd 
from  the  (tnlul,  they  (hall  form  a  holy  nation,  a  chofen 
race,  and  the  church  of  the  firfiborn,  whofe  names  were 
written  down  in  heaven.  It  is  then  that  the  commerce  of 
the  wicked,  inevitable  on  this  earth,  (hall  no  longer  occafion 
their  faith  to  lament,  or  their  innocence  to  tremble.  It  is 
then  that  their  lot,  no  longer  connefied  with  the  unfaitb- 
iul  or  the  h)pocrite,  (hall  no  more  conftrain  them  to  be 
witne(rcs  of  their  crimes,  and  fomctimes  even  the  involun- 
tary agents  of  (heir  paflions.  It  is  then  that,  all  the  bonds 
of  focicty,  of  authority,  or  dependence,  which  attached 
them  on  this  earth  to  the  impious  and  to  the  worldly,  be* 
•  Vol.  II.  I  3  iiig 
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ing  broken  afunder,  they  (hall  oo  longer  fay.  \ii\h  the  pro- 
fhctf  "  Lord,  why  lengtheneft  tbou  out  here  our  banifii- 
"  ment  and  our  fojourning  ?  How  long  fliati  the  land' 
'■  mourn,  attd  the  herbs  of  every  field  wither  tor  the 
"  wickednern  of  them  thar  dwell  therein  ?"  Laftly*  Then 
k  IS  that  their  tears  fllkali  be  changed  into  joy.  and  their 
fighs  info  tbankrgiviRgs ;  they  (ball  pkfli  to  the  right  band 
as  the  fbeepi  while  the  left  IhaH  be  referved  fee  ihe  goM» 
and  the  inopiout. 

The  dirpo{ition  of  the  luii verfe  thus  laid  out ;  all  mtioDS- 
of  the  earth  thus  divided ;  each  one  fixtd  in  the  phict  «!-' 
Totted  to  him;  furprife,   terror,-  defpair,  and   eonfufiow 
marked  in  the  coumenance  of  one  part;  on  that  ol*ibtf 
other,  joy,  ferenity,  and  confidence:  the  eyes  of  the  jail: 
raifed  on  high  towards  the  Son  o(  Man,  ht>m  whom  tbej^' 
await  their  deliverance;  thofe  of  the  impious  frightfully 
fixed  on. (he  earth,  and  almoft  piercing  the abyfs  with  tbeir 
looks,  as  if  already  to  mark  out  the  place  which  isdeftined 
for  them  :   the  King  oi  glory,  fays  the  gofpel,  placed  in 
the  middle  of  two  nations,  (hail  come  forward ;  and,  turn- 
ing towards  thofe  who  (hall  be  at  his  right .  hand,  with  an 
arpc£l  lull  of  fwectnefs  and  majeAy,  and  fufficient  of   it« 
feif  to  confole  them  for  all  their  paft  fuffcrings,  he  will 
fay  to  them,  *'  Come,  ye  bleflTed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
*'  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
*'  world.     The  (inful  had  always  con(idered  you  as   the 
*'  outcaft,  and  the  mod  ufelefs  portion  of  the  earth  ;  let 
them  now  learn  that  the  world  itfelf  exified  only  for 
you,  that  all  was  created  for  you,  and  that  all  hath  fin- 
ifhed  from  the  moment  that  your  number  was  CompleidS. 
*'  Quit,  then,  an  earth  where  you  had  always  been  travel- 
**  lers  and  (Irangers ;  follow  me  into  the  immortal  ways  of 
*'  my  glory  and  felicity,  as  you  have  ioilowed  me  in  thofe 
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'*  bf  m}'  humiliation  and  fuiTeringt.  Your  toils  have  en- 
H  dpred  but  for  an  inflant ;  the  happinefs  you  go  to  enjof 
"  fliail  he  wichouc  end/' 

Then,  turning  to  the  left  h»nd,  x'engeance  and  Fury  in 
hiseyvs,  here  and  there  rafting  the  moft  dreadful  looks, 
like  avenging  thunderbolts,  on  that  crowd  of  guilty ;  with 
a  voice,  fays  a  prophet,  which  (hall  burft  open  the  bowels 
of  the  abyfs  to  fwaUow  then  up,  be  fliaU  fay*  not  as  upo» 
the  crofs,  Fatherj  pardon  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do,  hut,  *'  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  eyerlaft. 
*'  ing  firei  prepared  fgr  tbe  devil  and  his  angels*  You 
**  were  the  chofen  of  the  caith,  you  are  the  curfed  of  my 
'*  Father;  your  pleafurcs  have  been  fleeting  and  tranlitory* 
**  your  anguifli  thall  beetemah"  Thejuft,  then,  mount- 
ing with  the  Son  oi  Man,  fliail  begin  to  (ing  this^heavenly 
fong,  Thou^art  rich  inmercy.  Lord,  andtbottha(l  crown* 
cd  thy  giftr  in  recompenfing  our  good  afiions.  Then  fliall 
the  impious  curfe  the  Author  of  their  bentg,  and  the  fatal- 
day  which  brought  them  forth;  or,  rather,  they. (halt cmeir 
into  wrath  againft  themfelves,  as  theaothorsof  <lieirni(a7 
and  deftrudion.  Tbe  abyfs  (hall  open  ;  the  heavens  (half 
bow  down ;  the  reprobate,  fays  the  gofpel,  fliall  go  into 
everlafting  punifbment,  and  the  juft  into  Hfc  cternaL  Be- 
hold a  lot  which  (hall  change  no  more^ 

After  a  relation  fo  awful,  and  fo  proper  to  make  an  im- 
prefTion  on  the  moft  hardened  hearts,  I  cannot  conclude 
without  addreflmgto  you  the  fame  words  winch  Mofes  for- 
merly addreffed  to  the  Ifraelites  after  having  laid  before 
them  the  dreadful  threatens ngs,  and  the  foothing  promifes- 
contained  in  the  Book  of  the  Law.  "  Children  of  Ifrael, 
**  behold  I  fet  bc(^re  you  this  day  a  bleffing  and  a  curfe  :  a- 
•'  bleflTvng,  if  ye  obey  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  yoiif 

"  God 
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<*  God  which  I  comniand  you  this  day  ;  and  a  curfe^  if  ye 
**  will  not  obey  the  conmandments  of  the  Lord  your  God» 
'*  but  turn  afide,  out  of  the  way  which  I  command  you  this 
**  day,  to  go  aiter  other  gods  which  ye  have  not  known." 

Behold,  my  brethren,  what  I  fay  to  you  in  concluding 
a  fubjeQ  fo  terrible*  It  now  belongs  to  you  to  choofe  and 
to  declare  yourfeives ;  the  right  hand  and  the  leh  are  before 
you :  the  promifes  and  the  thrcatenings :  the  bleffings  and 
4he  curfes.  Your  defiiny  turns  on  this  awful  alternative : 
you  either  fliall  be  on'the  (ide  of  fatan  and  his  angels,  or 
you  (hall  be  chofen  with  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  faints.  Here 
there  is  no  middle  way :  I  have  pointed  out  the  path  which 
leads  to  life,  and  that  which  leads  to  perdition.  In  which 
df  thefe  two  do  you  now  walk  ?  And  on  which  fide  do  you 
believe  that  you  ihould  find  yourfeives,  were  you,  at  this 
moment,  to  appear  before  the  awful  tribunal  ?  We  die  as 
we  have  lived  :  tremble  left  your  deftiny  of  this  day  be 
your  everlafting  deftiny.  Quit,  and,  from  this  moment, 
the  ways  oi  the  (intul ;  begin  now  to  live  like  the  jufl,  if 
you  wiOi,  on  that  laft  day*  to  be  placed  at  the  right  hand, 
and  to  mount,  along  with  them,  into  the  abode  oi  a  blef- 
fed  immortality. 


SERMON 


SERMON  XV. 


THE  HAPPINESS  OF  THE  JUST. 


Matthew  v.  4. 
Blefftd  art  they  who  mourn^Jot  they  Jhall  be  comforUd. 

Sire, 

If  the  world  were  to  fpe^ik  to  you  in  piaceof  Jefus  Chrift, 
it  undoubtedly  would  not  fay»    **  blefled  are  they  who 


••  mourn." 


Happy^,  would  it  fay,  the  prince  who  has  never  fought 
but  to  conquer,  and  whofe  mind  has  always  been  fupcrior 
either  to  the  danger  or  to  the  viQory :  who,  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long  and  a  profperous  reign,  has  enjoyed,  and 
flill  continues  to  enjoy,  at  his  eafe,  the  fruits  of  his  glory, 
the  love  of  his  people,  the  efteem  ot  his  enemies,  the  ad- 
vantage  of  his  conquefts,  the  fpiendour  of  his  aBions,  (he 
wifdom  of  his  laws,  and  the  auguft  profpefi  of  a  numer* 
ous  pofterity ;  and  who  has  nothing  left  now  to  defire, 
but  the  continuance  of  what  he  poflefles. 

In  this  manner  would  the  world  fpeak ;  but,  Sire,  Jefus 
Chrill  does  not  fpeak  like  the  world. 

Happyp 
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Happy,  fays  he  to  you«  not  him  who  is  the  admiration 
of  his  age  ;  but  he  who  makes  his  ftudy  of  the  a^  to  come, 
and  lives  in  the  contempt  of  himfell  and  of  all  the  things 
of  the  earth  ;  for  to  him  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     Not 
him  whofe  reign  and  afiioas  liiAory  will  immortalize  in  the 
remembrance  of  men ;  but  he  whofe  tears  (hall  have  eflb- 
ced  the  hi&ory  of  his  fins  from  the  jremembrance  even  of 
God  ;  for  he   (hall  be  for  ever  confoled.     Not  him  who, 
by  new  conqueAs,  Aall  have  e«lendad  the  bounds  of  his 
empire ;  but  he  who  has  fucceeded  in  confining  his  defires 
and  bis  paffions  within  the  limits  of  the  law  of  God  ;  for 
he  (hall  inherit  a  kingdom  more  durable  than  the  empire  of 
the  univerfe.    Not  him  wh«B  exalted  by  the  voice  cf  na- 
tions above  all  preceding  princas,  tranquilly   enjoys  his 
greatnefs  and  his  fame  ;  but  he  who,  finding  nothing  even 
on  the  throne  worthy  oi  his  heart,  feeks  no  perfefl  happinefs 
on  this  earth  but  in  virtue  and  in  righteoufnefs  ;  for  he  (hall 
be  filled.     Not  him  to  whom  men  have  gi\'en  the  pompoits 
titles  of  great  and  invincible;  but  he  to  whom  the  wretch- 
ed (hall  give,  beforo  the  tribuu^d  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  the  title 
oi  father  and  of  merciful ;  for  he  (hall  be  treated  with  mercy^ 
X^Aly,  Happy»  not  him  who,  always  difpofcr  of  the  lot 
of  his  enemies,  has  more  than  once  more  given  peace  to 
the  earth  ;  but  he  who  has  been  enabled  td  give  it  to  him* 
felf,  and  to  banifli  from  bis  heart,  all  the  vices  and  difor-* 
derly  inclinations  which  didurb  its  tranquillity ;  for  he  (hall 
be  called  a  child  of  God. 

Such,  Sire,  are  thofe  whom  Jefus  Chrift  calls  happy  : 
and  the  gofpel  acknowledges  no  other  happinefs  on  the 
earth  than  virtue  and  ionoceoce. 

Great  God!  it  is  notthen  that  long  train  of  unexampled 
profperities,  with  which  thou  haft  favoured  the  glory  of  his 

reign. 
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fergn,  that  can  rtttdkt  him  the  lutppiell  of  Mn^.  lie  is 
thereby  great ;  but  he  is  Hot  thereby  happy.  His  felicity 
has  commenced  with  his  pitty-  Whatever  does  n6c  fane* 
tify,  rnaii  can  never  make  the  happiiiefs  of  man.  What. 
ever  does  not  place  thee,  O  my  God!  in  an  heart,  places 
only  vanictes  which  leave  it  empty,  or  rtai  evils  %vhreh  fiH 
it  whh  difquiet ;  atid  a-pnre  coAfciencd  is  the  only  rerource 
of  rearl  enjoyments. 

It  is  to  this  truth  the  church,  on  the  occafionof  thfs  fo- 
lemnity,  confines  its  whole  fruit.  As  the  common  error, 
that  the  life  of  the  fainc^  has  been  gkiomy  and  difagreeable, 
ts  one  of  the  prineipal'  aotifices  empfbyed  by  the  woi'ld  in 
6f der  t»  prevem  us  IroHk  ifbitatril^  Mttn.  the  church,  in  re- 
newing therr  memcn^  oA  this  day,  give*  US'  fo  remember, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  iM  only  they  noW  enjoy  anr  iitrrtiortal 
felicity  in  heaven, '  but  alfo  that  they  have  been  the  only 
hafppy  of  the  earth,  and  that  he  who  carries-  itriqaity  in  hi^ 
bofom  carries  terror  aAd  anxiety ;  ahd>  that  the  lot  of  the 
godly  is  a  thonfimfd  timeaf  niore  ifwtffoii  ^d  more  fat- 
TsfaAory,  even  in  this^  wotld,  shaft  that  of  firniet^. 

But,  in  what  does  the  happinefs  of  the  juft  in  this  life 
confiil  ?  It  confiflfr,  i//y.  In  the  msnAitellatiota  of  trnth 
cohcesiled  from  the  fa^  of  the  worM.  alttff ,  fit  the  relrfh 
61  charity  denied  to  the  lovers  of  the  worM.  In  the 
l?ghts  of  faith  which  fofteh  all  the  fuilerihgs  of  the  befiev- 
irig  feiif,  and  which  render  thofe  erf  the  tinner  ftill  more 
bitter :  this  is  my  firff  point.  In  the  comforts  of  grace 
which  calm  all  the  paflions,  and  which,  denfedf  to  a  cor- 
mpted  heart,  leave  it  a  prey  to  itfelf :  b  the  liff .  Let  as 
examine  thefe  two  truths  fo  cafculated  to  rerrder  virtue 
amiable,  and  the  example  of  the  faints  beneficial. 

Part 
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Part  J.  Our  forrows  prpqM4i  in  S^^F^t  from  our  cxr 
rort ;  and  we  are  unhappy  only,  ))ec«Aife  we  a^  inadequate 
judges  of  what  it  really  good  and  ^vil.  ;The  juft,  who  are 
children  of  lighti  are,  tbereiore,  much  ^happier  than  fin* 
ners.  becaufe.tbeyareniQre  enUghioicijd.  The  famelijghtf 
which  correfi  tifeir  judgmenu  alleviaie  their  fufierings :  ai}4 
faith,  which  fliews  the  world  to  theni  fuch  as  it  it.  (phaoigef, 
into  fources  of  confolation  ior  them,  the  very  fame  events 
in  which  fouls,  delivered  up  to  the  ptflions,  find  the  prin- 
<;iple  of  all  their  difquiets. 

And  in  order  to  inak^  you  feafibfe  of  a  truth  fo  honoora- 
ble:  to  virtue,  p}fffpfff^-l  pr^f  ;ou«r  my  brethren,  that, 
wi^ether  a  contmefiu^  recal  the  palb  ^od  ^lK>fe  times  of 
error  which,  preceded  his  penitence ;  whether  he  pay  atten* 
tioid  Lo  what  pafles  before  his  eyes  in  :the  world  ;  or,  laAIy, 
whether  he  look  forward  to  the  future,  every  thing  confoles, 
every  thing  flrengthens  him  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  which  he 
has  adopted,  every  thing  unites  in  rendering  his  condition 
infinitely  more,  pleafing  than  that  of  a  foul  who  lives  in  dif- 
fipation,  and  who  finds,  inthefe  three  fituations,  only  bitter- 
nefs  and  inward  terrors. 

For,  in  the  firft  place,  however  the  finner  may  be  deliv. 
ered  up  to  all  the  fervency  of  his  heart,  he  is  not  fo  vio- 
lently  hurried  away,  by  prefent  gratifications,  but  that  he 
fometimes  gives  a  look  back  to  thofe  years  of  iniquity 
which  he  amafles  behind  him.  Thofe  days  of  darknefs 
which  he  has  confecrated  to  debauchery,  have  not  fo  com- 
pletely periflied,  but  that*  in  certain  moments,  they  ob- 
trude thcmfelves  upon  his  remembrance.  Gloomy  and  trou- 
blefome  images  force  themfclves  upon  his  foul,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  aroufe  him  from  his  lethargy  by  holding  out^ 
as  if  colle£led  into  one  point,  that  (hocking  mafs  of  crimes 

which 
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which  make  lefs  impreflioD«  during  their  cotnmiffion,  be- 
caufe  he  only  fees  them  in  fucceiDon.  At  one  glance  of 
his  eye  be  lipes  favours  always  contemned,  infpirations  al- 
ways rejefied,  a  vile  perverfion  of  a  difpofition  naturally 
good  and  originally  tormed,  it  appears,  for  virtue ;  weak- 
neffes  at  which  he  ix>w  blufhes,  phantoms  and  horrors 
againft  which  he  would  wiQi  for  ever  to  (hut  his  eyes. 

Such  is  what  the  (inner  leaves  beliind  him.  He  is  mife- 
rable  if  he  look  back  to  the  paft.  His  whole  happinefs  is» 
as  it  were,  (hut  up  in  the  prefent  moment;  and,  to  be- 
happy,  he  rouft  never  think,  but  allow  himfelf,  like  the 
dumb  creation,  to  be  led  away  by  the  attrafiion  of  the  pre- 
fent obje£ls ;  and,  to  preferve  his  tranquillity,  he  mud  ei- 
ther extinguiih  or  brutify  his  reafon.  And  whence  thofe 
maxims  fo  unworthy  of  humanity,  and  fo  circulated  in  the 
world  ;  that  too  much  reafon  is  a  forry  advantage ;  that  re- 
flexions fpoil  all  the  pleafures  of  lite ;  and,  that,  to  be 
happy,  the  lefs  we  think  the  better.  O  man  I  was  it  for  thy 
roifery  then  that  Heaven  had  given  thee  that  reafon  by  which 
thou  art  enlightened,  or  to  aflift  thee  in  fearch  of  the  truths 
which  alone  can  render  thee  happy  7  Could  that  divine  light, 
which  embelliflies  thy  being,  be  a  punifliment  rather  than 
a  gift  of  the  Creator  ?  And  ihould  it  fo  glorioufly  diftin- 
guifli  thee  from  the  bead  only  that  thy  condition  may  be 
more  wretched  7 

Yes,  my  brethren,  fuch  is  the  lot  of  an  unbelieving 
foul.  Intoxication,  delirium  ot  paflion,  and  the  extinfiion 
of  all  reafon  alone  can  render  him  happy;  and,  as  that 
fituation  is  merely  momentary,  the  inftant  the  mind  be- 
comes calm  and  regains  itfelt,  the  charm  ceafes,  happinefs 
takes  wing,  and  man  finds  himfelf  alone  with  his  confcience 
and  his  crimes. 

Vol.  II.  K  3  But 
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But  how  different,  Omy  God!  it  the  lot  of  afoul  who 
walks  in  the  ways,  and  bow  much  lo  be  pitied  b  the  world 
which  knows  thee  not  I  In  effeft  the  fweeteft  t^oughu  of  a 
righteous  foul  are  thofe  by  which  the  paft  are  recalled.  He 
there  encounters,  it  is  true,  that  portion  of  his  life  which 
bad  been  engroffed  by  the  world  and  the  paffibns ;  and  the 
remembrance,  I  confefs,  fills  him  with  flume  before  the 
fanfiity  of  his  God,  and  forces  from  him  tears  of  com- 
punfiion  and  forrow.  But,  what  amfolation  in  his  tears 
and  his  grief! 

For,  my  brethren,  a  contrite  foul  can  never  retrace  the 
whole  train  of  his  paft  errors  without  difcovering  all  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  God's  mercy  upon  him.  The  fingular  ways 
by  which  his  wifdom  hath  gradually,  and,  as  it  were,  flep 
by  flep,  conduced  him  to  the  blefled  moment  of  bis  con- 
verGon.  So  many  unexpc6led  favourable  circumftances, 
fo  many  accidents  o>  difgrace,  oi  lofs,  of  death,  of  treach- 
ery, and  of  affli£lion';  all  provided  by  a  watchful  Provi. 
dence  to  facilitate  the  means  of  breaking  afunder  bis  chains. 
Thofe  fpecial  attentions  of  God,  even  in  the  paths  of  ini- 
quity. Tbofe  difgufts,  even  in  the  midft  of  his  pleafuret, 
provided  for  him  by  his  goodnefs.  Thofe  inward  calls 
which  inceflantly  whifpered  to  him,  return  to  virtue  and 
to  duty.  That  internal  monitor,  which,  go  where  he  would, 
never  left  him,  and  unceafingly  repeated  to  him,  as  former* 
ly  to  St.  Auguftin  :  Fool !  How  long  wilt  thou  hunt  alter 
pleafures  which  can  never  make  thee  happy  ?  When,  by 
terminating  thy  crimes,  wilt  thou  terminate  thy  troubles  ? 
What  more  is  yet  required  to  open  thine  eyes  upon  the 
world,  than  thine  own  experience  itfelt,  of  thy  wearinefs 
and  unhappinefs  while  ferving  it  ?  Try  if,  in  belonging  to 
me,  thou  (halt  not  be  more  happy,  and  if  I  fuffice  not  to 
fill  the  foul  which  pofFefTes  me  ? 

Such 
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Such  is  what  the  paft  offisrs  to  a  contrite  foul.  It  there 
Tees  the  accomplices  of  its  former  pleafures  ftill  delivered 
up,  by  God's  juftice,  to  the  errors  oi  the  world  and  of  the 
paOions/  and  it  alone  chofen.  feparated.  and  called  to  the 
truth. 

With  what  peace  and  confohtion  does  that  refle&ion  fill 
the  believing  foul  1  **  How  infinite,  O  my  God,"  cries  he 
with  the  prophet,  **  are  thy  mercies  I  Thou  haft  covered 
^'  me  in  my  mother's  womb :  Thou  haft  coropafled  my 
**  path,  and  my  lying  down,  and  all  my  vrays  have  been 
"  known  to  thee :  what  have  I  done  for  thee  more  than 
'*fo  many  other  finners  whofe  eyes  thou  deigneft  not 
**  to  open,  and  to  manifeft  the  feverity  of  thy  judgments 
**  and  of  thy  juftice  ?  How  marvelous,  O  God  I  are  all 
**  thy  works,  and  that  my  foul  knoweth  right  well."  Firft 
advantage  of  righteous  fouls :  the  remembrance  even  of 
their  paft  infidelities  confoles  them. 

But,  fecondly,  if  they  find  fources  of  foiid  confolations 
in  reviewing  the  paft,  their  piety  is  not  lefs  comforted 
while  viewing  the  prefent  occurrences  of  the  world.  And 
here,  my  brethren,  you  will  prefently  fee  how  eflentially 
requifite  is  virtue  to  thehappinefs  of  life,  and  how  that  very 
World,  which  ^ves  birth  to  all  the  paflions,  and,  confe* 
quently,  to  all  the  difquietudes  of  finners,  becomes  the  fweet«- 
eft  and  moft  confolatory  exercife  of  the  ftitb  of  the  jufi. 

What  indeed  is  the  world  even  to  the  worldly  themfelves, 
who  love  it,  who  feem  intoxicated  with  its  delights,  and 
who  cannot  do  without  it  ?  The  world  7  It  is  an  eier- 
nal  fervitude  where  no  one  lives  for  himfelf,  and  where,  in 
order  to  be  happy,  we  muft  bring  ourfelves  to  hug  our 
chains,  and  to  love  our  flavery*   TI;e  world  ?  It  is  a  daily 

re^'olurion 
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revolution  of  events,  which  fuccelfivel^  aroafe,  in  the 
hearts  of  its  paitifanit  the  moil  violent  and  the  moft  melan- 
choly palfions ;  cruel  antipathies,  hatelal  perplexities,  tor- 
turing fiears,  devouring  jealoufies,  and  corroding  cares. 
The*  world  ?  It  is  a  land  of  curfe.  where  even  its  plea- 
fures  are  productive  only  of  bittemefs  and  thorns.  Gam- 
ing fatigues  and  exbaufts  by  its  irenzies  and  caprices : 
converfation  becomes  wearifome  through  the  cootrariety 
of  tempers  and  the  oppofition  of  fentiments  :  paffions  and 
criminal  attachments  are  followed  with  their  difgufts,  their 
difappointments,  and  their  unpleafant  reports  :  theatres, 
210  longer  having  as  fpedaton  but  fouls  grofsly  diflblnte 
and  incapabte  of  being  roufed  but  by  the  moft  Allocking  ex- 
cefles  61  debauchery,  become  infipid  while  moving  only 
thofe  delicate  paffions,  which  only  ferve  to  Oiew  guilt  from 
afar,  and  to  lay  fnares  for  innocence.  Laftly,  the  world 
is  a  place  where  hope  it  fell,  confidered  as  a  paflion  fo  fweet 
and  fo  pleafing,  renders  all  men  unhappy  ;  where  thofe 
who  have  nothing  more  to  hop%  believe  themfelves  ftill 
more  miferable  ;  where  every  thing  that  pleafes  foon  cea- 
fes  to  pleafe  ;  and  where  inanity  or  liftlefs  inGpidity  is  al- 
inoft  the  bed  and  moft  fupportable  lot  to  be  expcQed.  Such 
is  the  World  my  brethren ;  nor  is  that  obfcure  world,  to 
which  neither  the  great  pleafures,  nor  the  charms  of  prof- 
perity,  of  favour,  and  of  influence  are  known :  it  is  the 
world  in  its  moft  brilliant  point  of  view ;  it  is  the  world  of 
the  court;  it  is  you  yourfelves  who  now  liflen  to  me. 
Such  is  the  world  ;  nor  is  this  one  of  thofe  fencitul  paint- 
ings  of  which  the  reality  is  no  where  to  be  found.  I  paint 
the  world  alter  your  own  heart,  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  you 
know  it  to  be,  and  fuch  as  you  yourfelves  continually  ex- 
perience it. 

Such, 
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Such,  neveitbelefs,  is  the  place  in  which  all  finners  Feek 
their  happinefs.  That  is  their  country.  There  they  would 
willingly  eternife  themfelves*  Such  is  that  world  which 
they  prefer  to  the  eternal  inheritance,  and  to  all  the  promi- 
fesoi'  faith.  Great  God!  how  juft  art  thou  in  punifhing 
man  through  his  paflions  themfclvesy  and  to  permit  that, 
wifhing  to  feek  his  happinefs  elfewhere  than  in  thee  whp 
alone  art  the  true  peace  of  his  heart,  he  form  for  bimi'eit  a 
ridiculous  felicity  of  his  fears,  bis  difgufls,  his  wearinefles, 
and  his  disquietudes ! 

But  that  which  is  fo  fortunate  here  ior  virtue,  is  that  the 
fame  world,  fo  tirefome  and  fo  infupporuble  to  finners  who 
feek  their  happinefs  in  it,  becomes  a  fource  of  the  mofl 
foothing  reflefiions  to  the  righteous,  who  confider.  it  as  an 
exilement  and  a  foreign  land. 

For,  in  thcjirfi  place,  the  inconfbmcy  of  the  world,  fo 
dreaded  by  thofe  delivered  up  to  it,  fupplies  a  thoufand 
motives  of  confolation  to  the  believing  foul.  Nothing 
appears  to  him  either  conflant  or  durable  upon  the  earth  ; 
neither  the  mofl  flourifhing  fortunes,  nor  the  warmeft 
friendfliips,  nor  the  moll  brilliant  reputations,  northeraoft 
envied  favour.  He  fees  a  fovereign  wifdom  through  all, 
which  deligbu,  it  would  appear,  in  making  a  fport  oi 
men,  by  alternately  exalting  them  on  the  ruins  of  each 
other  ;  by  hurling  down  thofe  at  the  top  of  the  wheel,  in 
order  to  elevate  thofe  who,  only  a  moment  beiore,  were 
groveling  at  the  bottom ;  by  introducing,  every  day,  on 
the  theatre  of  life  new  heroes  to  eclipfe  all  thofe  who  for* 
merly  played  on  it  fo  brilliant  a  part  j  by  inceffantly  giving 
new  fcenes  to  the  univerfe.  He  fees  men  pafling  their 
whole  life  in  ferments,  proje£ls,  and  plots ;  ever  on  the 

watch 
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watch  to  furprife  each  other,  or  to  avoid  being  furprifcd ; 
always  eager  and  afiive  to  profit  of  the  retreat »  the  dif* 
grace»  or  the  death  of  a  rival ;  and  of  thefe  grand  leflbna, 
fo  fitted  to  inculcate  contempt  ol  the  world,  make  onljr 
FreOi  motives  of  ambition  and  cupidity :  always  engrofled 
either  by  their  fears  or  by  their  hopes ;  always  uneafy  ei- 
ther for  the  prefent  or  lor  the  future;  never  tranquil,  all 
flruggling  for  quiet,  yet  every  moment  removing  them» 
felves  &rther  and  farther  from  it. 

O  man  1  why  art  thou  fo  ingenious  in  rendering  thy- 
felt  miferable  ?  Such  is,  then,  the  reflcfiion  of  the  be- 
lieving foul.  That  happinefs  thou  feekeft  is  more  eafily 
attained.  It  is  neceflary  neither  to  traverfe  feas  nor  to 
conquer  kingdoms.  Depart  not  from  thyfelf  and  thou 
wilt  be  happy. 

How  fweet  do  the  forrows  of  virtue  then  appear  to  the 
godly  man,  when  he  compares  them  with  the  cruel  cha- 
grins and  the  endlefs  agifations  of  finners !  How  tranfport- 
ed  to  have  at  lad  found  a  place  of  reft  and  of  fafety,  while 
he  fees  the  lovers  of  the  world  ftill  fadly  toft  about  at  the 
mercy  of  the  paOions  and  of  human  hopes !  Thus  the  If- 
raelites  formerly  efcaped  from  the  danger  of  the  Red  Sea, 
feeing  from  afar  Pharaoh  and  all  the  nobility  of  Egypt  ftill 
at  the  mercy  of  the  waters,  felt  all  the  luxury  of  their 
own  fafety,  thought  the  barren  paths  of  thedefert  delight- 
ful, and  were  infenfible  to  every  hardfhip  of  their  jour- 
ney ;  and,  comparing  their  lot  with  that  of  the  Egyptians, 
far  from  giving  vent  to  a  complaint  or  a  murmur,  they 
fung  with  Mofes  that  divine  hymn  of  praifeand  of  thankf- 
giving  in  which  are  celebrated,  with  fuch  magnificence, 
the  wonders  and  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord. 
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'  itdiy^  The  inju&ice  of  the  world*  fo  humbling  to  thore 
who  love  it»  when  they  fee  themfelves  forgotten*  neglcfi^^ 
ed,  and  facri6ced  to  unworthy  rivals,  is  alfo  a  fund  of 
footbing  reilefUons  to  a  foul  who  defpifes  it  and  fears  only 
the  Lord.     For,  what  refource  is  left  to  a  (inner  who^ 
after  having  facrificed  his  eafe,  his  confcience,  his  wealth, 
his  youth,  and  his  health,  to  the  world  and  to  his  naafiers ; 
after  having  fubmitted  in  filence  to  every  circumftance  the 
moft  mortifying  to  the  mind,  fees  at  once,  and  without 
knowing  why,  the  gates  ot  iavour  and  advancement  for 
ever  (hut  againft  him ;  fees  places  fnatched  from  him  to 
which  he  was  entitled  by  his  fervices,  and  of  which  he 
thought  himfell  already  certain ;  threatened,  (hould  he  dare  to 
murmur,  with  the  lofs  of  thofe  he  ftill  enjoys ;    forced  to 
crouch  to  more  fortunate  rivals,  and  to  be  at  the  beck  of 
thofe  whom,  only  a  little  before,  he  had  deemed  unworthy 
of  even  receiving  his  orders  ?  Shall  he  retire  far  from  the 
world,  to  evaporate,  in  continual  inveQives  againft  it,  the 
fpleen  and  the  rancour  ot  his  heart,  and  thus  revenge  him- 
felt  of  the  inju&ice  of  men  ?  But  of  what  avail  will  be  hit 
retirement  ?  It  will  afford  only  more  leifure  for  retrofpec- 
tion,  and  fewer  relaxations  from  chagrin.     Shall  he  try  to 
confole  himfelf  with  (imilar  examples  ?  But  our  misfor- 
tunes never,  as  we  think,  refemble  thofe  ot  others  ;   and, 
befides,  what  confolation  can  it  be  to  have  our  forrows  re- 
newed by  feeing  their  image  reflected  from  others  ?  Shall 
he  entrench  himfelf  in  ftrength  of  mind,  and  in  a  vain 
philofophy  ?  But,  in  folitude,  reafon  foon  defcends  from 
its  pride;  we  may  be  philofophers  for  the  public,  but  we 
are  only  men  with  ourfelves.     Shall  he  fly,  as  a  refource, 
to  voluptuoufnefs,  and  to  other  infamous  pleafures  7  But, 
in  changing  the  pafEon,  the  heart  only  changes  the  pun- 
i(hment.    Shall  he  feek,  in  indolence  and  ina£livity,  an 
happinefs  be  has  never  been  able  to  find  in  all  the  fervency 
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of  hopes  and  pretenfioris  ?  A  criminal  cpnkience  may  be- 
come indiflerent,  but  it  is  not  thereby  more  tranquil.  One 
may  ceafe  to  feel  misfortune  and  difgrace,  but  infidelities, 
and  crimes  mufl  always  be  ieh.  No,  my  brethren,  the 
unhappy  fmner  is  fo  without  refoarce.  Every  comfort  is 
for  ever  fled  irom  the  worldly  foul  from  the  moment  that 
he  is  dieferted  by  the  world. 

But  the  righteous  man  learns  to  defpife  the  world  even 
in  the  contempt  which  the  world  has  for  him.  The  injuf- 
tice  of  men»  with  refpeA  to  him,  only  puts  him  in  mind 
that  he  ferves  a  more  equitable  Mafter,  who  can  neither  be 
influenced  nor  prejudiced;  who  fees  nothing  in  us  but 
what,  in  ^reality,  there  is ;  who  determines  our  .deilinies 
upon  our  hearts  alone,  and  with  whom  we  have  nothing 
but  our  own  confcience  to  dread  :  confequently,  that  they 
are  happy  who  ferve  him  ;  that  his  ingratitude  is  not  to  be 
feared;  that  everything  done  for  him  is  hithfuUy  record- 
ed; that,  far  from  concealing  or  negle£ling  our  fuflerings 
and  our  fervices,  he  gives  us  credit  even  tor  our  good 
wiflies ;  and  that  nothing  is  loft  with  him  but  what  is  not 
done  folely  for  him. 

Now,  in  thcfe  lights  of  faith,  what  a  frefli  fund  of  con- 
folation  for  a  believing  foul !  How  little  is  the  world,  in 
this  point  of  view,  with  all  its  fcorns  and  ill  ufage,  capable 
of  afre6ling  him !  Then  it  is  that,  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  bofom  of  God,  and  viewing,  with  Chriftian  eyes,  the 
nothingnefs  and  vanity  of  all  human  things,  he  feels  in  a 
moment  all  his  inquietudes,  infeparablc  from  nature, 
changed  into  the  fweeteft  peace ;  a  ray  of  light  (hines  in 
his  foul,  and  reeftabliflies  ferenity  ;  a  trait  of  confolafion 
penetrates  his  heart,  and  evcryf  orrow  is  alleviated.  Ah  ! 
my  brethren,  how  fweet  to  ferve  him,  who  alone  can  ren- 
der 
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der  bippy  tbofe  who  ferve  him  I  Why.  O  bleflrd  condi* 
tion  of  vintatf  wt  thou  not  better  known  to  men  I  And 
wherefore  arc  tboa  held  oot  at  a  diiagreeable  and  Torrowful 
lot^  ffaon  who  alone  canft  confole  the  miferiet  and  allevU 
ate  all  the  fufierings  ot  this  banifluDCnt  i 


Laftly^  The  judgments  of  the  world,  fource  of  fo  naaty 
chagrins  for  the  worldly*  complete  ftill- more  the  confela« 
tion  of  the  believing  foul.  For  the  torture  of  the  lovera 
of  the  world  is  that  of  being  continaally  expofed  to  the 
judgments,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  cenfures^  to  the  derifiona, 
to  the  malignity  of  each  other.  In  vaia  do  we  defpife  the 
men :  we  wifli  to  be  efteemed  even  by  thofe  we  defpife. 
In  vain  are  we  exalted  above  others :  the  more  we  are  ex- 
alted, we  are  only  the  more  expofed  to  the  criticifms  and 
to  the  obfervations  of  the  multitude,  and  we  much  more 
poignantly  feel  the  cenfures  of  thofe  from  whom  homages 
alone  were  to  have  been*  expeded.  In  vain  may  tbe  fuf- 
frage  of  the  public  be  in  our  favour ;  contempt  is  fo^much 
the  more  Ringing  as  it  is  unufual  and  rare.  In  vain  may 
we  retaliate  with  cenfures  yet  more  biting  and  keen  t  re« 
fentment  and  revenge  always  fuppofe  a  fenfe  of  guilt ; 
and,  befides,  the  chagrinof  having  encountered  fcorh  is 
much  more  lively  than  any  pleafure  that  can  accrue  from 
retorting  it.  Laftly,  From  the  moment  that  you  live  foie« 
ly  for  the  world,  and  that  your  pleafares  or  your  vexattona 
depend  wholly  on  it,  the  judgmenu  of  the  world  can  nev- 
er be  indifferent  to  you. 

Neverthelefs,  it  is  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  vexations  that 
happinefs  mnft  be  at  leaft  profeffed.  Every  thing  attribut-^ 
ed  to  you,  either  by  truth  or  vanity,  is  called  in  queftion  : 
your  birth,  your  talents,  your  reputation,  your  ferviccs, 
your  fuccefs,  your  jprudence,  and  even*  your  boooar.    Ik 
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you  go  to  wreck,  your  incapacity  accounts  for  it :  if  f^Cm 
cersful,  the  honour  is  given  to  chance,  or  to  your  infe- 
riors: if  you.  enjoy  the  good  opinion  of  the  poblic,  the 
jpdgment  of  the  more  knowing  is  appealed,  to  from  ^ 
popular  error ;  if  poffeffed  of  the  art  of  pleaGng,.  it  is  Jm- 
mediately  faid  that  you  have  made  a  thorough  ufe  of  your 
talents,  and  that  you  have  been  only  too  a^eeablc  :  if 
your  conduA  be  fuperior  to  any  attack,  the  moft  poigowot 
ridicule  is  direfied  againft  your  temper.  laftly.  Be  whom 
ye  may,  high  or  low,  prince  or  fubjefi,  the  moft  deGrable 
Gtuation  tor  your  vanity  is  that  of  being  unacquaimed 
with  the  world's  opinion  of  you.  Such  is  tiie  life  of  the 
world.  .  The  fame  paffions  whichi  bind  us  togetlier,  jdafn- 
nite  us :  envy  and  deftruBion  blacken  our  nobleft  qual- 
ities ;  and  our  gratifications  find  cenfurers  even  in  tfiofe 
who  copy  them. 

But  a  believing  foul  is  flieltered  from  all  thefe  une^- 
nefles.  As  be  courts  not  the  efteem  of  men,  neither  does 
be  fear  their  fcorn ;  as  he  has  no  intemion  of  laying  him-c 
felt  out  to  pleafe,  neitlier  is  he  furprifed  to  find  that  he 
has  not  done  it.  .  God,  who  fees  him,  is  the  only  Judge 
he  fears,  and  who,  at  the  fame  time,  confoles  him  for 
the  judgments  of  men.  His  glory  is  the  teftimony  of  hit 
own  confcience.  His  reputation  he  feeks  in  the  fulfilment 
of  his  duty.  He  confiders  die  fu£Frages  of  the  world,  at 
the  rock  of  virtue,  or  as  the  reward  of  vice ;  and,  with* 
out  even  paying  attention  to  its  judgments,  he  is  fatisfied 
with  giving  it  good  examples.  But  what  do  I  fay,  my 
brethren?  The  world  itfelf,  all  worldly  as  it  is,  fo  full  of 
cenfures,  malignity,  and  contempt  for  its  own  worfhip* 
pers,  is  forced  to  refpeQ  the  virtue  oi  thofe  who  hate  and 
defpife  it.  It  appears  that  virtue  imprints,  on  the  perfon 
of  a  real  righteous  man,  a  dignity,  a  fomething  I  know 
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nct^bat,  of  divine,  which  attra&s  the  veneration  and'al* 
inoft  the  woHhipot  worldly  foult:  it  appears  that  his  in« 
timate  union  with  Jefus  Cbrift  occafidns  his  being  irradi- 
ated, aa  I  may  fay,  like  the  three  difciples  on  the  holjr 
mount,  with  a  part  bf  that  celeflial  fplendour  which  the 
Father  (hed  around  his  well-beloved  Son,  and  by  which  all 
liberty  ceafes  ot  rehifing  homage.  It  is  an  inalienable 
right  which  virtue  has  over  the  heart  of  men ;  and,  by  a 
deplorable  caprice,  the  world  defpifes  the  paffions  it  in* 
fpires,  and  refpefis  the  viitue  it  ftrives  againft.  Not  that 
the  efteem  of  the  world,  fo  worthy  itfelf  of  being  defpifi* 
ed,  can  be  any  great  confolations  to  the  believing  foul. 
But  his  cohlolation  is,  that  he  feer  the  world  condemfied 
even  by  the  world,  its  pleafures  decried  even  by  thofe  who 
hunt  after  them,  finners  become  the  apologifts  of  virtue, 
and  the  life  of  the  world  to  pafs  forrowtully  avray  in  doing 
what  they  condemn,  and  flying  from  what  they  approve.  - 

Such  is  the  manner  in  which  the  prefent  age  becomes  a 
fource  of  confolatory  reflexions  to  t  Chrifiian  foul ;  but^ 
in  the  thought  of  tuturitv,  healfo  finds  conlblations  which 
are  changed  into  inward  and  continual  terrors  for  finners  : 
Laft  advanuge  drawn  by  the  juft  from  the  lights  of  laith. 
The  magnificence  of  its  promifes  fuftains  and  confolet 
them :  they  await  the  blefled  hope,  and  that  happy  mo- 
ment when  they  fliall  be  aflbciated  with  the  church  of 
heaven,  reunited  to  their  brethren  whom  they  had  left  on 
the  earth,  received  eternal  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jerufa- 
1cm,  incorporated  in  that  immortal  aflemUy  of  the  elefi^ 
where  charity  will  be  the  law  that  Oiall  unite  them ;  truths 
the  flame  that  fliall  enlighten  them ;  and  eternity,  the  mear 
fure  of  their  felicitv. 

Th«fe 
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Thefe  thoughu  are  fo  much' the  fnore  oonfoling'to  the 
Kodly.  as  they  are  founded  on  che  truth  ot  God  himfelf. 
They  kfiow  that,  in  iaerificing  the  prefentf  they  bcrificc 
nothing;  that,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  all  (hall  have 
pafled  away;  that,  whatever  mufi  have  an  end  cannot  long 
endure ;  that  this  moment  of  tribulation  ought  to  be  reck- 
oned as  nothing,  when  put  in  competition  wkk  that  eter* 
fial  weight  of  glory  which  he  prepareth  forna ;  and  that 
(he  rapid  paflage  of  prefent  things  fcarcely  deferves  that 
«re  fhould  be  at  the  paioa  ot  numberti^  the  ycaca  and  the 
ages. 

I  know  that  faith  may  fubfift  'with  criminal  mannera ; 
•ad  that  the  fan&itytng  grace  is  often  loft  without  lofing  a 
fincere  fubmiflion  to  die  truths  revaded  to  us  by  the  Spirit 
of  God.  But  the  certitude  of  faith,  fo  oonfoling  to  the 
righteous  foul,  is  do  longer  for  the  finper  who  ftill  believes 
but  an  inexbauftible  fund  ol  inward  anxieties  and  cruel 
terrors.  For,  the  more  that  finn^rs  like  yoU,  who  bear 
upon  your  confcience  the  Gnk  of  a  whole  life  of  irregular* 
jty,  are  convinced  of  the  truths  of  faith,  the  more  inevi* 
table  mull  the  punilhments  and  the  mifcry  appear  with 
which  it  threatens  fuch  finners.  All  the  truths  ofiered  to 
your  faith,  in  the  holy  dofirine,  excite  frefii  alarms  in 
your  bread.  Thofe  divine  lights,  which  are  the  fource  of 
all  confolation  to  believing  fouk,  become,  within  you* 
only  avenging  lights  which  difquiet,  agonife,  and  judge 
you ;  which,  like  a  mirror,  hold  up  continually  to  your 
fight  what  you  would  wilfa  never  to  fee ;  which  enlighteo 
you,  in  fpite  of  yourfelves,  on  what  you  would  wifli  to  be 
for  ever  ignorant.  Your  iaith  itfelf  conftitutes  your  pun* 
ifliment  before  hand.  Your  religion  is,  here  below,  if  I 
may  venture  to  ilay  fo,  your  hell ;  and,  the  more  you  are 

convinced 
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convinced  of  the  truths  the  more  unhappy  do  you  live* 
O  God !  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs  towards  man,  in  hav- 
ing rendered  virtue  necefiary  even  to  his  quiet,  and  in  thas 
attra&ing  him  to  thee,  by  making  it  impoflible  for  him  to 
be  happy  without  thee ! 

And  here,  my  dear  hearer,  arllow  me  to  recal  you  to 
yourfelf.  When  the  lot  of  a  criminal  foul  (hould  kiot  be 
to  fearful  for  the  age  to  come,  fee  if,  even  in  this  world, 
it  appears  much  to  be  envied :  his  affliSions  are  without 
refource,  his  evils  without  confolatiori,  e^cn  his  pleafurcs 
without  enjoyment ;  his  anxieties  upon  the  prefent  endlefs, 
his  refle£lioa8  on  the  pad  and  on  the  future  gloomy  and 
fad ;  his  faith  is  the  fource  of  all  his  anguifb  ;  his  lights  of 
all  his  defpair*  What  a  Gtuation  1  What  a  miferable  lot ! 
What  (hocking  changes  are  operated,  by  a  Cngle  a3  of 
guilt,  both  internal  and  outwardly  on  man !  How  dearly 
<loes  he  purchafe  eternal  mifery !  And,  is  it  not  true  that 
the  way  oi  the  world  and  of  the  paffions  is  ftili  infinitely 
more  arduous  and  painful  than  that  of  the  gofpel ;  and  that 
there  is  more  toil  and  vexation  of  fpirit  in  gaining  tiic 
kingdom  of  hell,  if  it  be  proper  to  fp^ak  in  this  manner, 
tlian  in  gaining  the  kingdom  of.  heaven  ?  O  innocence  of 
•heart,  what  bleffings  doft  tliou  not  bring  with  thee  lb  man ! 
O  man,  what  lofeft  thou  not  when  tliou  lofefl  thine  inno- 
cence of  heart  I  Thou  lofeft  all  the  confolations  of  faith, 
the  fweeteft  occnpation  of  the  piety  of  the  righteous ;  but 
thou  alfo  deprived  tbyfelf  of  all  the  comforts  of  grace  by 
which  tlie  lot  of  the  godly  is  rendered  fo  truly  enviable 
here  below. 

Part  II.  When  comforts  and  confolation,  favs  St.  Au. 
guftin,  are  promifed  to  worldly  fouls  in  the  bbfi^rvance  of 
the  law  of  God,  tliey  coofider  our  promifesas  a  pious  mode 
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of  fpeaking  employed  to  give  credit  and  conG^odice  t9 
virtue ;  and,  as  a  heart  which  has  never  tafled  of  thde  chiftr 
*  deUghts  is  alfo  incapable  of  comprehending  them^  wc  are 
obliged,  continues  that  holy  :  father,  to  reply  to  ^theniv 
**  How  wouldftthou  that  we  convince  thee?"  We  catiBOt 
lay  unto  thee  :  <*  O  talle  and  fee  that  the  Lord  it  good  !" 
feeing  a  difeafed  and  vitiated  heart  can  have  no  reiiQi  for 
the  things  in  heaven.  Give  us  an  heart  that  I6ves»  andk 
will  ieel  the  truth  ot  every  thing  we  fay. 

My  defign,  therefore,  here,  is  not  fo  much  to  enlarge 
npon  all  the  inward  operations  oi  grace  in  the  heart  of  the 
juO,  as  to  contrail  the  happy  -fituation  in  which  it  places 
them,  here  below,  with  the  mehincholy  lot  of  linners,  and, 
by  this  comparifon,  to  overwhelm  vice  and  to  encourage 
virtue.  Now,  I  fay,  that  grace  provides  two  kinds  of  con- 
folations  here  below  to  the  godly  :  the  one  internal  and  fe« 
crei,  the  other  external  and  fenfible  ;  both  oi  them  fo  ef- 
fential  to  happinefs  in  this  liie,  that  no  earthly  gratificatioB 
can  ever  compenfate  for  them. 

The  firft  internal  benefit  accruing  to  the  believing  foid 
from  grace,  is  the  eftablifliment  of  a  folid  peace  in  his 
heart,  and  a  reconciliation  with  himfelF.  For,  my  brethren, 
we  all  bear  within  us  natural  principles  of  equity,  of  mod- 
efty,  and  ot  reditude.  We  come  into  the  world,  as  the 
apoftle  fays,  with  the  precepts  of  the  law  written  in  the 
heart.  If  virtue  be  not  our  firft  bent,  we,  at  leafl.  feel 
that  it  is  our  firft  duty.  In  vain  does  paflion  fometimes  un* 
dertake  fecretly  to  perfuade  us  that  we  are  born  for  plea- 
fure ;  and  that,  after  all,  tendencies  implanted  by  nature, 
and  which  every  one  find  within  himfeH,  can  never  be 
crimes.  This  foreign  perfuaGon  is  ineffefiual  in  quieting 
the  criminal  foul.    It  is  a  defirCi  for  we  would  heartily  v/ilh 

to 


THE  HAPPINESS. OF  THE  JUST.  ^97 

« 

to  be  lawful  wbalever  pleafcs  us ;.  t^ut  it  is, not  a  real  con- 
yifiipn.  It  is  a  fayipg,  for  it  appears,  honourable  to  be 
above  all  vulgar  prejudices  ;  but  it  is  not  a  feeling.  Thus 
we  always  ca.rry  within  us  an  incorruptible  judge,  who  in- 
ceflaqtly  adopts  the  caufe  of  virtue  againft  Qur  deareft  in- 
clinatioQS ;  who  blends  with  our  moft  headftrong  pafTions 
the  troublefome  ideas  of  duty ;  and,  who  renders  us  unhap-^ 
py  even  amidft  all  our  pleafures  and  abundance. 

Such  is  the  flate  of  an  impure  and  a  fullied  confcience. 
The  (inner  is  the  fecret  and  confiant  accufer  of  himfelf ;  go 
where  he  will,  he  carries  a  torment  within  which  the  hand 
of  man  cannot  allay.  Unhappy  in  being  unable  to  con* 
quer  his  lawlefs,  tendencies :  more  unhapnv  ftill  in  being 
unable  to  ftifle  his  inceflant  remorfes.  Lnticed  by  his 
weaknefs,  and  withheld  by  bis  lights,  the  permiffion  of 
every  crime  is  a  confli£k  with  himfelf:  be  reproaches  him- 
felf tor  the  iniquitous  gratification,  even  in  the  moment  of 
its  enjoyment.  What  fliall  he  do  ?  Shall  he  combat  his 
Jjghts  in  ordei  to  appeafe  his  confcience  ?  Shall  he  fulpeA 
his  £iith  to  fin  in  tranquillity  ?  But  unbelief  is  ftill  a  more 
horrible  ftate  than  even  guilt.    To  live  without  God,  with- 

I 

put  worfliip,  without  principle,  and  without  hope !  To  be- 
^eve  that  the  mpft  abominable  tranfgreflions  and  the  pqrell 
virtues  are  merely  names !  To  confider  all  men  as  only  ilie 
vile  and  fantaftical  puppets  of  a  low  theatre,  and  merely 
intended  for  the  amufement  of  the  fpe^tors  !  To  confider 
himfeli  as  the  offspring  ot  chance,  and  the  eternal  poflcflion 
of  nonentity  !  Thefe  thoughts  have  fomething  I  know  not 
what,  of  gloomy  and  horrible,  that  the  foul  cannot  look 
upon  without  horror  ;  and  it  is  true  that  unbelief  is  rather 
the  defpair  of  the  finner  than  the  retuge  of  the  fin.  What, 
then,  (hall  he  do  ?  Continually  obliged  to  fly  himfelf,  left 
he  find  himfelf  alone  with  his  confcience,  he  ranges  from 

object 
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objeS  to  objeS,  from  paffion  to  paflion,  from  precipte* 
to  precipice*  He  thinks  to  compenlate  the  emptineft  and 
the  infofficiency  of  pleafures  by  their  variety;  there  it 
ix>ne  which  he  does  tiot  try.  But  in  vain  is  his  heart  fuc- 
ceffively  ofiered  to  all  the  treated ;  all  the  obje£ls  ol  his 
pafliont  reply  to  him,  fays  St.  Auguftin,  *^  Deceive  nof 
*«  thyrelf  in  loving  us ;  we  are  not  that  happinefs  ol  which 
«*  thou  art  in  fearch  ;  we  cannot  render  thee  happy  :  raife 
^  thyfelf  above  the  created,  and,  mounting  to  heaven,  fee 
'*  if  he  who  bath  formed  us  be  not  greater  and  more  wor- 
'« thy  ot  being  loved  than  we.**  Such  is  the  lot  of  the  fin* 
ner.  ^ 

Not  that  the  heart  of  the  juft  etijoys  a  tranquillity  fo  aa-; 
aherable  but  that  they,  in  their  turn,  experience  troubles, 
difgufts,  and  anxieties  here  below.  Bui  thefe  are  paffing 
clouds,  which  (hade,  as  I  may  fay,  only  the  furface  of  their 
foul.  A  profound  calm  always  reigns  within  ;  that  ferenity 
of  confcience,  that  fimplicity  of  heart,  that  equality  of 
mind,  that  lively  confidence,  that  mild  refignation,  that 
calm  of  the  pailions,  that  univerfal  peace,  which  begins, 
even  from  this  life,  the  felicity  ot  innocent  fouls.  Vaia 
creatures,  what  can  ye,  over  an  heart,  which  you  have  not 
made,  and  which  is  not  made  for  you  ?  Firft  confolation 
'oi  grace,  viz.  peace  ot  heart. 

The  fecond  is  love,  which  mollifies  to  the  juft  all  the  rig* 
ours  of  the  law,  and,  according  to  the  promt fe  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  changes  his  yoke,  fo  infupportabie  to  finners,  into 
a  fwect  and  confoling  yoke  for  them.  For  a  believing  foul 
loves  his  God  flill  more  fervently,  more  tenderly,  and  more 
truly,  than  he  had  ever  loved  the  world.  Every  thina 
therefore,  even  the  mod  rigorous,  that  he  undertakes  for 
him^  is  either  no  longer  a  trial  to  his  heart,  or  becomes  its 

fwecteft 
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IWeeteft  C9rei  For  the  attribute  of  the  holy  love,  whea 
mailer  of  the  hearty  is  either  lo  mollify  the  fuSerings  it  oc-- 
caGonSi  or  to,chahge  them  even  into  holy  pleafures.  Thus 
a  foul  enamoured  of  God»  if  I  may  dare  to  fpeak  in  this 
manner,  pardons  with  joy,  fu£fers  .with  confidence,  morti« 
fies  itfelt  with  pleafure,  flies  from  the  world  with  delight^ 
prays  wixh  cohfolation,  and  fulfils  every  duty  with  an. holy 
fatisfa£lion.  The  more  his  love  increafes,  the  more  does 
bis  yoke  become  eafy.  The  more  he  loves  the  happier  he 
is :  for  it  is  the  height  oi  happinefs  to  love  what  is  become 
cOential  and  neceflary  to  us* 

But,  the  finher,  the  more  he  loves  the  world  the  more 
unhappy  he  is  :  for  the  more  he  loves  the  world  the  more 
do  his  paflions  multiply,  the  more  do  his  defires  inflame^ 
the  more  do  his  fchemes  get  perplexed,  and  the  more  do 
bis  anxieties  become  fliarpened.  His  love  is  the  caufe  of 
all  his  evils :  its  vivacity  is  the  fource  of  all  his  fufierings  ; 
becaufe  the  world,  which  is  the  caufe  of  them,  is  incapable 
oi  iurnifliing  him  with  their  cure.  The  more  he  loves  the 
world  the  more  is  his  pride. flung  by  a  preference ;  the  more 
does  bis  haughtinefs  feel  an  injury,  the  more  does  he  Gnk 
under  a  difconcerted  proje£l ;  the  more  does  a  difappoint^^ 
ed  defire  a(Hi£l  bim,  the  more  does  an  unexpa£led  lofs  weigh 
him  down. .  The  more  he  loves  the  world  the  more  do 
pleafures  become  neceflary  to  bim ;  and,  as  no  one  can 
fill  the  immenfity  of  his  heart,  the  more  infupportabe  doet 
his  wearinefs  become :  for  wearinefs  is  the  infeparable  at* 
t^ndant  of  every  pleafure ;  and,  with  all  its  amufements, 
the  world,  ever  fmce  it  was  a  world,  complains  of  its  lafli- 
tude,       .        • 

And  think  not  thati  to  accredit  virtue,  I   here  aSe£l 

to  exaggerate  the  mifery  of  worldly  fouls.     I  know  that 

Vol.  II,  M  3  the 


*» 


i  s  ft  11  o  It  XV* 


the  woffld  ifemt  to  have  iu  Inppineli  3  and  tfaity  aoU  all 
that  wl^lwind  oi  c^m,  noitMU,  faaca,  wd  aamtifis*  a 
Imall  nuaibcr  of  fbttuntle  individnab  it  f(Mii«  wliofe  hufn 
pineb  i»  envied,  and  who  faeai,  m  appcanuscti  to  tnjojr  a 
fimiiing  MtA  traaqui)  lol.    But  iBveiligate  tbeCcf* v«i»  oat* 
fides  of  hapipineft  and  gbdncft,  and  you  will  find  teal  fori 
rows»  diftra£kd  heartt,  aad  agitated  conrcieacetw    Draw 
near  to  tbeCt  men  who,  in  your  eyct»  a]>pcar  the  ba^py  of 
the  earth,  and  you  will  be  furprifed  to  find  them  gtbomyv 
anxious,  and  finking  undaf  tb^  weight  of  a  crinainal  coa* 
fcience.    Hear  them  in  there  ferioua  and  tmoquil  aaommtt, 
when  the  paflions,  more  cooled,  allow  fome  influence  to  rea^ 
ibn :  they  all  contefs  that  they  are  any  thing  but  h^py,  that 
the  blase  of  their  Fortune  fliinea  only  at  a  diftance,  aqtop* 
pears  worthy  of  envy  only  to  thpfe  who  know  it  aoL 
They  contefs  that,  amidft  all  their  pleafures  and  profperity, 
they  have  never  been  able  to  taile  any  pure  and  unadulterated 
joy ;  that  the  world,  a  little  fearched  into,  is  nothing  ;  thai 
they  are  aftoniOied  themfelves  how  can  it  be  loved  whca 
known ;  and  that  happy  are  they  alone,  here  below,  who 
can  do  without  it  and  ferve  God.     Some  long  for  the  op* 
portunity  ol  an  honourable  retreat ;  others  ave  continually 
propofing  to  themfelves  more  orderly  and  more  Cbriftiatt 
manners.     All  admit  the  happinefs  of  the  godly ;  all  wifli 
to  become  fo ;  all  bear  teflimony  againft  themfelves.    They 
are  the  forced  rather  than  the  voluntary  followers  off  plea^ 
Aires.     It  is  no  longer  inclination,  it  is  habit,  it  is  weakncfi 
whieh  retains  them  in  theihackles  of  the  world  and  oi  fia« 
They  feel  this ;  they  lament  it ;  they  acknowkdgeit ;  and 
they  give  w^  to.  the  current  of  fo  wretched  a  lot.  JOrcoil* 
ful  world  !  render  happy,  if  in  thy  power,  thofe  who  ftrvo 
thee,  and  then  will  I  forfake  the  law  of  the  Lord  to  attach 
asyfelf  to  the  vanity  of  thy  promifts. 


You 
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Yoo  yourfelf,  my  dear  hearer,  fince  the  miany  years  that 
yoo  fervethe  wortd>  have  yoo  greatly  iorwarded  yonr  hap- 
pinefs  ?  Put  in  a  balance  on  the  one  flde,  all  the  agreeable 
anoments  and  days  yoo  have  pafled  in  it,  and,  on  the  other, 
all  the  forrows  and  vexations  you  have  there  experienced, 
and  fee  which  fcak  will  preponderate.  In  certain  tno« 
ne^ts  ot  pleafure,  of  excefs,  and  of  frenzy,  you  faav^, 
perhaps,  faid,  **  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  heie ;"  but  that  ^as 
4>nly  a  momentary  intoxication,  the  illuGon  of  which  the 
following  moment  difcovered  to  you,  and  plunged  you  in« 
to  all  your  farmer  anxieties*  Even  now,  when  fpeaking 
to  you,  quellion  your  own  heart :  are  you  at  peace  withih ; 
is  nothing  wanting  to  your  happinefs  ?  Do  you  fear,  do 
you  wifh  for  nothing  ?  Do  yoU  never  ffe^l  that  God  is  not 
wHh  you  ?  Would  you  wift  to  live  and  die  fuch  as  you  are  ? 
Are  you  fatisfied  with  the  world  ?  Are  you  unfaithful 
to  the  Author  of  your  being  without  remorfe  ?  There  are 
twdvc  houn  ill  the  day ;  are  they  all  equally  agreeable  to 
yoo  ?  Atid  have  you,  as  yet,  been  able  to  fucceed  tn  fafli- 
aomflg  a  co&fcience  fo  as  to  reitiain  tranquil  in  guilt  ? 

Eveft  thefli  when  you  have  plunged  to  the  very  bottom 
^  the  fea  of  iniquity  to  extinguifh  your  temorfes,  and 
liave  Cuc^eeded,  as  you  thought,  in  ftifliilg  :that  rem- 
iiattt  of  faith  which  ftill  pleads  in  your  heart  for  virtue,  hath 
siDt  the  Lord  commanded  the  ferptot,  as  lie  faith  in  his  pro- 
phet Amos,  to  follow  and  ling  you][even  in  die  abyfs  where 
you  had  fled  lor  flielter  ?  And,  even  there,  have  you  not 
felt  the  fecret  gnawings  of  the  ravenous  worm  7  Is  it  not 
true  that  the  days  you  have  confecrated  to  God  by  Ibme  re- 
ligious duty  have  been  the  happieft  of  your  life ;  and  that 
you  have  never  lived  as  I  may  fay,  but  wbto  your  con- 
Icieoce  Jbas  been  pure*  and  that  you  have  lived  with 

God 
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God  ?  No,  Tays  the  prophet  with  an  holy/ pride,  that  God 
whom  we  worfliip  is  not  a  deceitful  God,  .  nor  is  he,  like 
the  gods  which  the  world  worQiips,  unable  to  reward  tbofe 
who  fcrve  him :  let  the  worldly  themi'elves  be  the  judges  here. 

Great  God !  What  then  is  man,  thus  to  wredie  his  whole 
lifeagainft  himrelf,  to  wi(h  to  be  happy  without  thee,  in  fpite 
of  thee,  in  declaring'himfelf  againft  thee ;  to  feel  his  wretch- 
ednefs,  and  yet  to  love.it;  to  know  his  true  happinefs, 
and  yet  to  fly  from  it  ?  Wha  is  man,  O  my  God !  and 
whoihall  fathom  his  ways,  and  the  eternal  contradiAioa 
ot  his  errors? 

Would  I  could  finifli  what  I  had  at  firft  intended,  and 
prove  to  you,  my  brethren,  that  the  lot  of  the  godly  i«  ftill 
more  worthy  of  all  our  wifiies  for  this  reafon,  that,  when 
the  internal  confolations  happen  even  to  fail  them,  yet  they 
have  the  external  aids  of  piety  to  ftrengthen  and  to  afiift 
them  ;  the  fupport  of  the  facrament,  which,  to  the  rclu3* 
ant  finner,  is  no  longer  but  a  melancholy  tribute  to  decen- 
cy, equally  tirefome  aii4  erobarrafTing :  the  example  of 
the  holy,  and  the  hiQpry  oi  their  wonders,  from  which  the 
finner  averts  his  eyes,  left  he  fee  in  them  his  own  condem- 
nation :  the  holy  thanUgivings  and  prayers  of  the  church, 
.which,  to  the  finner  become  a  melancholy  fatigue:  and, 
laftly,  ihe  confoiation  of  the  divine  iwritings,  in  which  he 
no  longer  finds  but  menaces  and  anathemas. 


i  ■ 


What  invigorating  rcfrcfhmont,  in  eflTefl,  my  brethren, 
to  the  mind  of  a  believer^  .when,  after  quitting  the  vain 
.converfations  of  the  world,  whert  the  only  fubje3s  have 
been  the  exaltation  ot  a  family,  the  magnificence  of  a  build- 
ing,  the  individuals  wlio  a6l  a  brilliant  part  on  the  theatre 

of 
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of  the  univerTe,  public  calamittes,  the  faults  o(  thofe  at  the 
•head  of  afiairs,  the  events  of  war>  and  the  errors  with  which 
the  government  is  continually  accufed ;  laftly,  where, 
earthly^  they  have  fpbken  only  of  the  earth;  what  a  refrefh^ 
mentafter  quitting' thefe,  when,  in- order- to  breathe  a  little 
from  the  fatigue  of  thefe  vain  converfations,  a  believing  foul 
takes  up  the  book  ot  the  law,  and  finds  every  where  'in  it ; 
chat  it  matters  little  to  man  to  have  gained  the  whofe  -world, 
if  he  thereby- lofe  his  foul  ;  that  the  moil  vaunted  conquefts 
(hall  fink  into  oblivion  with  the  vanity  of  the  conquerors  ; 
that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fliall  pafs  away ;  that  the 
kingdoms  of  :the  earth  and  all  their  glory  (hall  wade  away 
like  a  garment ;  but  that  God  alone- will  endure  forever; 
and,  confequently,  that  to  him  alone  we  ought  to  attach 
ourfelvcs  !  The  foolifh  have  repeated  vain  things  to  me,  O 
tny  God  !  fays  then  this  foul  with  the  prophet ;  but  O  how 
'different  irom  thy  law  I 

And  certainly,  my  brethren,  what  Toothing  promifes  in 
•thefe  holy  books !  What  powerful  inducements  to  virtue  ! 
What  happy  precautions  againft  vice !  What  inftruflive 
events  ! .  What  fublime  ideas  of  the  greatnefs  of  God,  and 
of  the  wretchednefs  of  man !  What  animated  paintings  of 
the  deformity  of  fin,  and  the  falfe  happinefs  of  finners! 
We  have  no  need  of  thine  afliftance,  wrote  Jonathan  and 
all  the  Jewifh  people  to  the  Spartans,  for  having  the  holy 
books  in  oiir  hands  to  comfort  us,  we  have  no  occafion  for 
the  aid  of  men.  And  who,  think  you,  my  brethren,-  were 
thefe  men  who  fpeak  in  this  manner  ?  They  were  the  unfor- 
tunate remains  of  Antiochus's  cruelty,  wandering  in  the 
mountains  of  Judea,  defpoiled  of  their  property  and  for*, 
tunes,  driven  from  Jerufalem  and  the  temple  where  the 
•abomination  of  idols  had  taken  place  of  the  worfliip  of  the 
boly  God)  and,  fcarcely  emerged  from  fo  afflicting  a  fitua- 

tion. 
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tion»  tbejr  are  in  need  of  ttdibii^;*  ior  they  bav^liw  holjr 
bodu  in  tbeir  handi*  And.  in  an  extremiey  f6  new,  far- 
rounded  on  all  banda  by  natkmB  of  enemica,  having  no 
Ioi^(er,  in  the  midft  of  diefar  aitny,  either  the  arkol  IffMl  or 
the  holy  tabernack ;  their  tears  ftill  flowing  for  the  i^ 
cent  death  of  the  ioTinciUe  Judas,  who  was  alike  the  fiife- 
guard  of  the  feopie  and  the  terror  Of  the  uncircumcired : 
having  {cen  their  wives  and  ehildren  mui^deted  befiire  their 
eyes ;  they  themfetves  on  the  point  every  day  of  finking 
under  the  treachery  of  their  hlfe  brethren,  or  the  ambuf- 
cades  of  their  eneinies ;  the  book  of  the  kw  b  alone  fuf- 
ficient  to  comfort  and  to  defend  them ;  and  they  think  thenh 
feives  in  a  ittoation  to  difclaim  that  affiftance  which  an  an- 
cient treaty  and  dlianoe  eatided  them  to  demand. 

I  am  not  farprifed  after  this,  that,  in  the  coniblation  of 
the  fcriptures,  the  firft  difciples  of  the  goTpel  fhould  foiget 
all  the  rage  of  perfecution ;  and  that  unable  to  bring  them- 
feives  to  lofe  (igbt  of  |hat  divine  hook  during  hfe,  they 
fhould  defire  it  to  be  inclofed  in  their  iotah  after  death,  as 
H  to  guarantee  to  their  afiies  that  immortality  it  had  always 
^romifed  fo  them ;  and  likewife,  as  it  would  apipear,  to 
prefent  it  to  Jefus  Chrift  on  the  day  ot  revelation,  aa  the 
facrcd  claim  by  which  they  Were  entitled  to  heavenly 
riches,  and  to  all  the  promifesmadeto  the  righteous. 

&uch  are  the  confolations  of  believing  fouls  upoA  the  * 
earth.  How  terrible  then,  tty  brethren,  to  live  far  from 
God  under  the  tyranny  of  fin ;  always  at  war  with  one's 
ielf  ;  defiitttte  of  evtry  real  jOy  of  the  heart ;  without 
relifh  often  fat  pleafures  alike  as  for  virtue ;  odioul  to  men 
through  the  meanneb  of  our  paffiohs  ;  infuppoitable  to 
ourlelves  through  the  capricioufnefs  of  Oui^  defires ;  hated 
of  God  through  the  botton  of  out  confcience : '  de|>riVed 

of 
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of  the  comforts  of  the  facrsunent»  feqtng  our  crtmec  per« 
mk  us  not  to  approach  it;  dcprived.of  all  confolation  from 
the  holy  bookt^  feeing  we  find  in  tbem  only  threaduDga 
and  anathemas ;  wiibout  the  refoAurce  of  prayer,  feeiog  the 
pra£Uce  of  it  is  lorbiddep»  or,  at  leaft^  the  habit  ot  it  loft 
by  a  life  wholly  diflblute.  What  theo  ia  the  finner  but  tbo 
ootcaft  of  heaven  and  of  the  earth  1 

Thus,  know  ye, .  my  brethren*  what  {baU  be  the  regreti^ 

of  the  reprobate  on  that  great  day,  when  to  each  one  ihalk 

be  rendered  according  to  his  works  ?  You  probably  thmk 

that  thty  will  regret  their  paiL  felicity,  and  IhaU  fay.  **  Our 

^  days  of  profperity  have  flipt  away  like  a  {hadow»  and 

^  chat  world,  in  whkh  we  had  fpent  fo  many  fweet  mo* 

**  ments,  is  now  no  more:  the  duratioo  of  our  pleafurefr 

«*^  bat  been  like  that  of  st  dream;  our  happtoefs  is  flown* 

**  but,  ahs  1  our  punifliments  are  to  begin."    You  are 

mi&akea;  this  wiU  not  be  their  language.    Hear  how  they 

^peak  ia  the  book  of  WiSdoro,  and  fuch,  as  we  are  afliir- 

«d  by  the  Sptrii  of  God,  tbey  (ball  one  day  fpeak,  **  We 

**  never  tafied  pure  delight  in  piill ;  we  have  erred  from 

*^  the  Maya  of  truth,  and  the  San  of  righteoufiDefii  fjUk 

^  never  rob  upoa  us  :  alas  I  and  yet  that  was  only  tbe  be- 

^'ginaiag  of'  one  misfortunes  and  fuficrings;  we  wearied 

^  ourfelves  in  the  way  of  wiekedne&anddeftrudion ;  our 

^  paffions  haive  always  been  a  thouiand  times  more  intoU 

*  crabie  to  uathan  could  ever  have  been  the  moft  auAere 

^  virtuee ;.  and  we  have  fiiffiered  more  in.  working  our  own 

**  deftrufiion,  than  would  have  been  neceCEuy  to  fecuro 

**  our  falvation,  and  to  be  entitled  to  mount  up  now  with 

*<  the  chofen  imo  the  realms  of  immortality.     Eoob  that 

^  w^  are]  by.  a  forrowful.  and  unhappy  liCe  to  ha¥e  pur* 

^  dvifedmiferies  which  muft  endum  for  ever  1" 

Would 
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Would  you  then,  my  dear  hearer,  live  happy  on   tfi^ 
earth;  live  Chriftianly.      Piety  is  univerfaliy  beneficiaL 
Innocence  of  heart  is  the  fource  oi'  true  pleafures.     Turn 
to  every  (ide ;  there  is  no  reft,  fays  the  Spirit  of  God,   for 
the  wicked.     Try  every  pleafure  ;  they  will  never  eradi- 
cate that  difeafe  of  the   mind,  that  fund  of  lafEtude  and 
gloom  which,  go  where  you  will,  continually  accompanies 
you.     Ceafe  then  to  conflder  the  lot  of  the  godly  as  a  dif- 
agreeafble  and  forrowiul  lot;  judge  not  ol  their  happincfs 
from  appearances  which  deceive   you.       You    fee   their 
countenance  bedewed  with  tears;  but  you  fee  not  the  in« 
vifiblc  hand  which  wipes  them  away  :  you  fee  their  body 
groaning  under  the  yoke  of  penitence ;   but  you  fee  not 
the  unfiion  of  grace  which  mollifies  it :  you  fee  forrowfuf 
and  aufterc  manners  ;  but  you  fee  not  a  conicience  always 
cheerful  and  tranquil.     They  are  like  the  ark  in  the  de- 
fart  :  it  appeared  covered  only  with  the  Ikins  of  animals  : 
the  exterior  is  mean  or  difgufting;  it  is  the  condition  of 
that   melancholy  defert.     But,  could  you  penetrate   into 
the  heart,  into  that  divine  fan£luary ;  what  new  wonders 
would  rife  to  your  eyes  !  You  would  find  it  clothed  in  pure 
gold :  you  would  there  fee  the  glory  of  God  with  which 
it  is  filled:  you  would  there  admire  the  fragrance   of  the 
perfumes,  and  the  fervour  of  the   prayers  which  are  con- 
tinually mounting  upwards  to  the  Lord ;  the  facred    fire 
which  is  never  extinguifhed  on  that  altar;  that  filence,  that 
peace,    that   majefly   which   reigns  there;    and   the  Xord 
himfeir,  who  hath  chofen  it  for  his  abode,  and  who  hath 
delighted  in  it. 

Let  their  lot  infpire  you  with  an  holy  emulation.  It  de* 
pends  wholly  on  yourfelf  to  be  fimilar  to  them.  They  perJ 
haps  have  formerly  been  the  accomplices  of  your  plea* 
fures ;  why  could  you  not  become  the  imitator  of  their 

penitence  ? 
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penitence?  Efiablifli,  at  laft,  a  folid  peace  in  your  heart; 
begin  to  be  weary  of  yourfelF.  Hitherto  you  have  only 
balf-lived ,  for  it  is  not  living  to  live  at  enmity  with  one's 
felF,  Return  to  your  God  who  calls  and  who  expe£ls  you : 
banifli  iniquity  From  your  fouU  and  you  will  banifii  the 
fource  oF  all  its  fcnrrows,  yoli  will  enjoy  the  peace  oF  in* 
nocence ;  you  will  live  happy  upon  the  earth ;  and  that 
temporal  bappinefs  will  be  only  the  commencement  of  a  Ft- 
licky  which  Ihall  nevc^  Fade  nor  be  done  away. 


VoL  it  N  3  stRMbi^r 
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ON  THE  DISPOSITIONS  FOR  THE  COMMUNION. 
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LUU  iii.  4. 
Prepare  ye  the  way  efthe  Lord,  make  his  paths firaiflu. 

IJEHOLD  what  the  church  is  continually  repeating  to  us 
during  this  holy  time,  in  order  to  prepare  us  for  the  birth 
of  Jefus  Chrift  :  prepare,  fays  (he  to  all  her  children,  pre* 
pare  the  way  of  the  Lord  whodefcends  from  heaven  to  viGt 
and  to  redeem  his  people ;  make  his  paths  flraight  ;  let  the 
hollows  be  filled  up  and  the  mountains  levelled ;  let  the 
crooked  ways  become  flraight  and  the  rugged  even.  Or, 
to  exprefs  the  fame  meaning  without  metaphor  ;  prepare 
yourfelves,  fays  flie  to  us,  to  gather  the  fruit  of  that  grand 
myftery  which  we  are  going  to  celebrate,  by  humiliation  ol 
heart,  meeknefs  and  charity,  re£litudeof  intention,  unifor* 
mity  of  living,  renunciation  of  your  own  wifdom  and  of 
your  own  righteoufnefs ;  mortifyingfthe  flefh  and  humb* 
ling  the  fpirit. 

Allow  me  to  hold  the  fame  language  to  you  Chriftians, 
my  brethren,  who,  on  this  folemn  occafion,  come  to  puri- 
fy yourfelves  in  the  penitential  tribunals,  in  order  to  give 
%  new  birth  to  Jefus  Chrift  in  your  hearts,  on   receiving 
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him  at  the  facred  table :  prepare  the  way  of  th^  Lord.  The 
deed  you  are  going  to  perforin  is  the  moli  holy  a£l  of  reit*- 
gion,  and  the  fource  of  the  moA  fpecial  favours :  under- 
uke  it  hot,  therefore,  without  all  the  cares  and  all  the  pre- 
cautions which  it  requires ;  do  not  expofe  yourfelve^ 
through  your  own  iault,  to  lofe  the  inefiimable  advantages 
which"* ought  to  accrue  to  you  from  it. 

The  communion  ought  to  give  birth  to  Jefus  Chrift  in 
our  hearts ;  but  where  would  be  the  difTerence  betweeortlie 
righteous  man  and  the  (inner,  between  the  foul  who  dif- 
cems  the  body  of  the  Lord,  and  him  who  treats  it  as  a  com- 
mon food,  were  he  equally  to  have  birth  m  the  heart  ol  all 
who  receive  him  ?  Deceive  BOt*yourfelves  then,  my  bre- 
thren ;  there  is  a  way  of  receiving  Jefus  Chrift,  by  which 
bis  prefence  is  rendered  ufelefs  to  us ;  and  would  to  God 
that,  in  thus  receiving  him,  we  deprived  ourfelves  only  oi 
thofetavourr  which  follow  an- holy  communion  t  Ah!  my 
brethren,  unlefs  the  comrnunion-gives  birth  to  Jefus  Chrift 
in  our  hearts,  it  brings  death  to  him  there  ;  if  it  do  not 
render  us  participators  of  his  fpnrit  and  oi  Ks  grace,  it  is 
the  fentence  of  our  condemnation-;  it  it  be  not  a  fruit  of- 
fife  to  our  foul,  it  is  a  fruit  of  death  :  terrible  alternative 
which  ought  to  excite  our  iears,  but  which  ought  not  en- 
tirely to  keep  us  away  from  the  facred  table.  The  bread 
which  is  there  diftributed  is  the  true  nouriihment  of  our- 
fouls,  the  ftrength  of  the  fflrong,  the  fupport  of  the  weak, 
the  confolation  ot  the  aSBified,  the  pledge  of  a  bleffed  im-» 
mortality  :  how  dangerous  would  it  then  be  to  abfiaiu  from 
it  ?  But,  infinitely  more  fo  would  it  be  to  eat  it  without 
preparation.  Oh  that  account  I  again  repeat  to  you,  my 
deareft  brethren,  with  the  church,  '*  Prepare  the  way  ot 
"  the  Lord :"  let  your  preparations  for  receiving  him  be 
of  long  Handing ;  baniifa  from  your  hearts  whatever  may 
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oBcndhim;  indruA  yourfelves  in  th^  fllfppfiUoQS  wUc^ 
be  cxafis  of-  thofe  who  receive  him ;  ufe  every  efibrt  to  . 
acquire  them ;  there  is  no  other  mean  of  avoiding  the  riik 
of  an  unworthy  communion,  and  pi  atua&ipg  Jef^s  thrift 
jntoyour  fouls. 

« 

This  is  an  important  matter,  which  dem^s  all  ypMr  94r 
tention.  On  one  fide»  there  is  queftion  of  making  you 
ihun  the  horrible  crime  oi  profaning  tlie  body  and  the  ado- 
7ii||p  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  on  the  other ;  of  infiru&ing 
you  how  to  reap  from  the  communion  all  the  grace  whicb 
it  is  capable  oi  bringing  forth  in  our  hearts.  What,  then, 
are  thofe  preparations  fo  eflential  towards  a  profitable  am) 
worthy  communion  ?  I  reduce  them  to  four»  which  fltaU 
\e  the  fubje£l  and  the  divifion  of  this  difcourfip. 

Reflection  f  •  The  encbarift  is  an  hidden  m^qqa ;  i|  * 
is  the  food  of  the  ftrong,  a  fenfible  and  permanent  teftimo* 
ny  of  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  continuation  and  thQ 
fulfilment  ^f  his  facrifice.  Now,  it  is  neceffary  to  know 
bow  to  difcerrv  this  hidden  manna  from  common  food,  left 
h  be  taken  unworthily :  firft  preparation*  It  is  the  food 
of  the  ftrong ;  we  ought,  therefore,  to  examine  ourfelvet 
before  we  venture  to  make  ufe  ot  it :  fecond  preparation. 
The  teftimony  of  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift;  it  can  be  re- 
ceived, therefore,  only  in  remembrance  of  him,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  feeling  aroufed  in  his  prefence  every  tender  and 
exquifite  fenfation  which  can  be  excited  by  the  remem* 
brance  of  a  dear  and  beloved  objed :  third  preparation. 
It  is  the  fulfilment  of  his  facrifice ;  every  time,  therefore, 
that  we  participate  in  it,  we  fhew  his  death,  and  we  ought 
to  bring  there  a  fpirit  of  the  crofs  and  of  martyrdom : 
fourth  preparation.  A  refpeflful  faith  which  enables  us 
to  difcern,  a  prudent  faith  which  makes  u$  to  examine,  an 
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•ftnient  f^hh.  which  ^ nable^  us  to  love^  an  exalted  faith 
which  makes  us  to  iippiolate ;  this  is  the  fummary  of  the 
upoftle's  do£lrine,  in  relating  to  us  the  inAitutioq  of  the 
>eucharift«  and  liJkewife  that  of  all  the  faints  with  regard  t9 
ibe  ufe  of  that  adorable  facrament. 

Firft  preparation ;  a  refpeC^ful  faith  which  makes  us  to 
difcern.  Think  not,  my  brethren,  that  I  mean  here  to 
fpeak  of  that  iaith  which  diftinguiflies  us  from  unbelievers. 
Where  is  the  merit  of  believing  when  the  prejudices  of 
childhood  have  accuftomed  reafon  to  it»  and  iften  belief 
ja,  as  it  were*  born  with  us  ?  Exertion  would  even  be 
neceflary  to  caft  off  its  yoke ;  and»  to  pafs  from  faith  to 
error*  a  greater  effort  is  perhaps  required  than  to  return 
Irom  error  to  the  truth.  I  tpeak  of  that  lively  faith  which 
pierces  through  the  clouds,  which  furround  the  throne  of 
the  l4imb  ;  which  fees  h|m  not  myl^^cally,  and,  as  it  were, 
through  a  glafst  but  face  to  face,  if  I  may  venture  to  fay 
(o^  fuch  as  he  is :  of  that  faith  which,  in  fpite  of  the  veil 
with,  which  the  true  Mofes  covers  himfelt  on  this  holy 
mountain,  tails  Dot»  however,  to  perceive  all  his  glory, 
and  to  feel  the  inability  df  fupporting  his  prefence :  of 
that  faith  which,  without  rafhiy  examining  into  his  majef- 
ty,  is,  neverthelefs,  overpowered  with  its  lufire;  which 
fees  the  celeftial  legions  covering  themfelves  with  their 
wings,  and  the  pillars  of  the  firmament  (baking  before  this 
King  of  terrible  majefly ;  of  that  faith  to  which  the  fenfes 
could  add  nothing,  and  which  is  blefled,  not  becaqfe  it 
believes  without  feeing,  but  becaufe  it  almoll  fees  in  be. 
lieving.  I  fpeak  of  that  refpe£kful  iaith  which  is  feized 
with  a  religious  tren^bling  at  the  fole  prefence  of  the  (anc« 
tuary,  which  approaches  the  altar  as  Mofes  did  the  burning 
bufli  and  the  Ifraelites  the  thundering  mountain ;  of  that 
iaith  which  feels  the  whole  weight  of  Ood*s  prefence,. 
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and,  in  fear,  cries  out  like  Peter,  *<  Depart  from  me,  for 
*<  I  am  a  finful  man,  O  Lord."  I  fpeak  of  that  faith  of 
which  the  refpeCl  approaches  almoft  to  dread,  and  which  it 
is  even  necefl*ary  to  comfort;  which,  from  the  fartheft 
fpot  that  it  difcovers  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  altar,  feels  afi 
eclat  oi  majefty  which  firikes  and  agitates  it,  and  over« 
powers  it  with  the  dread  of  having  ventured  to  come  tbiiere 
without  his  order. 

Behold,  my  brethren,  what  that  difcemment  of  faith  is- 
which  tbe^poftle  demands  of  you.     Great  God  I  but  doth 
any  faith  like  this  flill  remain  upon  the  earth  ?  Ah  !  in 
vain  doA  thou  flill  manifeft  thy  prefence  to  the  world;  it 
knows  thee  no  better  than  formerly :  thy  difciples  them- 
felves  often  know  thee  but  according  to  tbe  fleih ;  and,  by 
being  conllantly  with  thee,  their  eyes  become  habituated* 
and  almoft  no  longer  difcern  thee.     When  thou  (halt  Oiew 
thyfelf  in  the  heavens  upon  a  bright  cloud,  men  fliall  be 
confumed  with  terror,  and  the  impious  ihail  feek  to  hide 
themfeives   in  the  deepeft  caverns,    and  (hall   entreat  the 
mountains  to  cover  their  heads :  ah  !  art  thou  not  the  fame 
in  the  ran£hiary  as  upon  a  cloud  of  glory  ?  Are  the  heavens 
not  opened  above  thee  ?  When  the  prieft  pronounces  the 
awful  words,  do  not  the  heavenly  fpirits  come  down  from 
heaven  to  officiate  as  thy  fervants,  and  to  furround  thee 
with  their  homages  ?  Doft  thou  not  judge  men  upon  that 
myfterious  tribunal,  and   caft  looks  of  difcemment  upon 
that  multitude  of   worfhippers  which  fills  thy  temples  ? 
Doft  thou  not  feparate  the  goats  from  the  iheep  ?  Doft  thou 
not  there  pronounce  fentcnces  of  life  and  death  ?  In  one 
hand  doft   thou  not   hold  thy  wrath,   and   in  the  other 
crowns  ?  Doft  thou  not  feparate  me  there,  and  ftamp,  with 
an  invifible  hand,   upon  my  forehead   the  mark   of  my 
ele£lion  or  of  my  eternal  reprobation  ?  Alas !  and,  while 
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thoa  art  perhaps  condemning  me,  I  have  the  prefamption 
to  draw  near;  while  thou  art  cafting  me  off  from  before 
thee,  I  boldly  prefent  myfelf  there ;  while  thou  perhaps 
layeft  open  the  abyfs  to  mark  out  my  place,,  I  impudently 
come  to  take  it  at  thy  table ;  while  thou  perhaps  art  rang- 
ing me  with  the  children  ol  wrath,  I  come  to  feat  myfelf 
among  the  children  of  thy  love:  thy  body,  which  giveth 
life,  to  me  is  a  body  of  death ;  the  Lamb  without  ftain, 
which  breaks  the  feven  feats  of  the  book  of  death,  is  the 
laft  feal  which  £lis  up  and  dofes  that  of  mine  iniquides ; 
and  ^thou,  who  fliQuldft  be  my  Saviour,  becottieft  my 
guilt. 

■       ■  ■  • 

.  Ah!  my  brethren,  God  could  not  be  feen  in  former 

times' without  inftant  death  being  the  confequence.    A 

whole  people  of  Bethlhamites  was  exterminated  for  having 

* 

only  too  curioufly  examined  the  ark :  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  covers  HeKodorus  with  wounds,  becaufe  he  had 
dared  to  enter  into  the  fan£luary  of  Jerufalem :  the  If- 
raelites  in  the  defert  were  not  permitted  even  to  approach 
the  holy  mountain  from  whence  the.  L.ord  gave  out  his 
law ;  the  thunders  of  heaven  defended  its  accefs :  terror 
and  death  every  where  preceded  the  face  of  the  God  ot  Abra- 
ham* What  I  becaufe  whirlwinds  of  fire  no  longer  burft 
forth  to  punifli  the  intruders  and  ,the  profaners  of  our 
fanfiuaries,  refpe£l  and  dread  no  longer  accompany  us 
there  I  Weak  men,  over  whom  the  fenfes  have  fuch  do« 
minion,  and  who  are  never  religious  but  when  the  God^ 
whom  they  worfhip  is  c|otbed  in  terror !  For,  fay,  were 
we  to  difcern  the  body  of,  the  Lord  ;  did  the  faith  of  his 
prefence  make  thofe  grand  imprefTions  upon  us  which  it 
would  undoubtedly  do'  were  we  openly  to  fee  him ;  ah ! 
would  we  tranquilly  and  almoft  unfeelingly  come  to  feat 
ourfelves  at.  his  table  ?  Should  a  tew  moments,  employed 
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io  reciting,  idtli  a  hngukl  Neatt  ihi  m  albfeht  tatnd,  foffi^ 
lligfac  formula,  prepare  us  for  iln  aSion  fo  awful  ?  Should 
a  comrauhioh  be  the  bulinefs  of  an  idle  irtorning  perfaa|»8 
gained  from  a  cuftomary  flumber,  or  the  Vautl  caret  ot 
drefs  ?  Ah !  the  thoughts  of  it  (hould  long  previoufl  j  oc^ 
cup7  and  afiefi  us;  time  fliould  even  be  neceflTary  16 
ftrengthen  us,  it  I  may  venture  to  fay  fo,  againft  our  owH 
feelings  of  refpeA,  and  againft  the  idea  of  his  majefty : 
the  days  previous  to  this  facred  feftival  (hould  be  days  dt 
retirement,  of  filence,  of  prayer,  and  of  mortificatioft ; 
every  day  which  brings  us  nearer  to  that  blefled  term, 
fliould  witnefs  the  increafe  of  our  anxieties,  our  fears,  our 
joy.  The  thoughts  of  it  (hould  be  mingled  with  all  our 
adfairs,  all  our  converfations,  all  our  meals,  all  our  relax- 
ations, and  [even  with  our  ileep  itfelf :  our  mind,  fiRed 
with  faith,  (hould  feel  ita  inability  to  pay  attention  to  znf 
thing  elfe ;  we  (hould  no  longer  perceive  but  JefuS  Chrift  : 
that  image  alone  (hould  fix  all  oar  attention.  Behold 
what  is  called  to  difcern  the  body  of  the  Lord. 

I  know  that  a  worldly  foul  experiences  inward  agitation^ 
at  the  approach  of  a  folemnity  in  which  decency,  and  per^ 
haps  the  law,  require  his  prefence  at  the  altar.  But,  O  my 
God  !  thou  who  fathomeft  thefe  troubled  hearts,  are  fuch 
thofe  religious  terrors  of  faith  which  (hould  accompany  an 
humble  creature  to  thy  altar  ?  Ah  !  it  is  a  fadnefs  which 
operates  death ;  thefe  are  inquietudes  which  fpring  from 
(he  embarraffments  of  a  confciencc  which  requires  to  be 
cleared.  They  are  gloomy  and  fad,  like  the  young  man  of 
the  gofpel,  whom  thou  ordered  t'd' follow  thee :  they  dread 
thefe  blefled  days  as  fatal  days :  they  look  upon,  as  dark 
and  gloomy  myfteries,  all  the  folemnities  of  Chriftians  : 
:he  delights  of  thy  feaft  become  a  fatigue  to  thehi :  they 
only  partake  of  it  like  the  blind  and  the  lame  of  the  gof. 
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pel :  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  laws  of  thy  church  muft  drag 
thefe  faithlefs  fouls,  as  if  by  force,  from  the  public  places, 
irom  the  pleafures  of  the  age,  and  from  the  high  way  of 
perdition,  and  bring  them,  in  fpite  of  themfelves,  into 
the  hall  of  thy  feaft :  they  delay,  as  much  as  poffible,  this 
religious  duty  ;  the  fole  thought  of  it  empoifons  all  their 
pleafures.  Thou  feeft  thefe  unbelieving  fouls  dragging  on 
(he  load  of  a  wavering  confcience ;  long  hefitating  betwixt 
their  duties  and  their  paflions ;  foftening  at  lafi,  by  the 
choice  of  an  indulgent  confeflor,  the  bitternefs  of  this 
fiep ;  appearing  before  thee,  O  God,  who  becomeft  their 
nourifhment  in  this  myltery  of  love,  with  as  much  relufi- 
ance  as  if  they  went  to  face  an  enemy ;  and,  perhaps,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  whole  year,  experiencing  no  other  circum- 
ftance  to  grieve  them  than  that  of  receiving  a  God  who 
gives  himfelf  to  them.  Ah!  Lord;  therefore,  thou  invi- 
fibly  rejefieft  thefe  guilty  viQims  who  oblige  themfelves  to 
be  dragged  by  force  to  the  altar,  thou  who  willed  none  but 
voluntary  facrifices :  therefore,  thou  relu6lantly  giveft' 
thyfelf  to  thefe  ungrateful  hearts  who  unwillingly  receive 
thee ;  and,  wert  thou  ftill  capable  of  being  troubled  in  the 
fpirit,  as  thou  permittedft  to  be  vifible  over  the  tomb  of 
Lazarus,  ah!  we  Oiould  once  more  fee  thee  groaning 
when  thou  enteredft  thofe  profane  mouths  which,  in  thy 
fight,  are  only  open  fepulchres,  as  they  have  long  been 
troubled  before  they  could  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  ap« 
pear  here  to  pay  thee  that  homage. 

Let  us  acknowledge  then,  my  deareft  brethren,  that  the 
faith  which  makes  us  to  difcern  the  body  of  Jcfus  Ghrift 
is  very  rare.  We  believe,  but  with  a  fuperficial  faith,  which 
only  flcims  the  furlace,  as  I  may  fay,  without  entering  into 
the  efficacy  and  the  myfteries  of  this  facrament :  we  be- 
lieve, but  with  an  indolent  faith,  which  grounds  its  whole 
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merit  in  fubmitting  without  oppofition :  we  believe^  but 
with  an  inconftant  i^^»  which  proiefles  to  believe,  but 
denies  it  in  works :  we  believe,  but  with  an  human  faith, 
which  is  the  giit  rather  of  our  fathers  according  to  the  fieOit  . 
than  of  the  Father  of  light :  we  believe,  but  with  a  popu* 
|ar   faith,  which  leaves  us  only  weak  and  puerile  ideas : 
^e  believe,  but  with  a  fuperilitious  faith,  which  tends  to 
nothing  but  vain  and  external  homages  :  we  beli^^re,   but 
with  a  faith  merely  of  cuflom,  which  feels  nothmg :  we 
believe,  but  with  an  infipid  faith,  which  no  longer  dif- 
ccrns:  we  believe,  but  with^  a  convenient  faith,  whidi  it 
never  followed  with  any  effefls :  we  believe,  but  with  as 
ignorant  faith,  which  foils  either  in  refpe£k  through  fami- 
liarity, or  in  love  through  its  backwardnefs  :  wo  believe, 
but  with  a  faith  which  enchains  the  mind,  and  leaves  the 
heart  to  wander :  laftly,  we  believe,  but  with  a  tranquil  and 
vulgar  faith,  in   which  there  is  nothing  either  animated, 
grand,  fublime,  or  worthy  of  the  God  which  it  difcovert 
to  us.     Ah !  to  difcern  thy  body,  Lord,  through  faith,  it 
is  to   prefer  tiiis  heavenly   bread  to  all  the  luxuries   ol 
Egypt  ;    it  is  to  render  it  the  only  confolation  of  our  ex* 
xlcment,  the  tendereft  foother  of  our  fufFerings,  the  facred 
remedy  of  all  our  evils,  the  continual  defire  of  our  fouls  ; 
it  is,  through  it,  to  find  ferenity  ynder  all  the  frowns  ol 
fortune,  peace  in  ail  our  troubles,  and  equanimity  under 
all  the   flings    of  adverfity ;  it  is  to  find  in  it  an  aiTylum 
"againfl  our  difgraccs,  a  buckler  to  repel  the  flaming  darts 
of  fatan,  a  renovated  ardour  againft  the  unavoidable  luke- 
warmnefTes  of  piety.     To  difcern  thy  body.  Lord,  it  is  to 
devote  more  cares,  more  attention,  and  more  circumfpec« 
lion  towards  worthily  receiving  thee,  than  to  all  the  other 
a6lions  of  life.     To  difcern  thy  body,  Lord,  it  is  to  ref- 
pe6l  the  temples  in  which  thou  art  worfhipped,  the  ininir- 
ters  who  ferve  tbee,  and  our  bodies  which  receive  thre. 

Let 
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Let  every  man  examine  bimfelf,  let  him  thereupon  liAeh 
to  the  teflimony  ot  his  own  conrcience ;  and  this  is  the 
fecond  preparation,  a  prudent  iaith,  which  makes  us  to 
prove  ourfelves :  let  a  man  examine  himfelf. 

Reflection  II.  I  know  that  we  are  unacquainted  with 
our  own  heart;  that  the  mind  of  man  is  not  always  in* 
formed  of  what  takes  place  in  man :  that  the  pa(Tions  re- 
duce, examples  harden,  and  prejudices  drag  us  away;  thai 
our  inclinations  are  always  vi^rious  over  our  lights ;  that 
the  heart  is  never  in  the  wrong;  that,  to  examine  one's 
felt,   is   frequently  only  to  harden  one's  felt   in   errors 
Such  is  man,  O  my  God !  delivered  up  to  his  own  under- 
{landing:  he  is  continually  deceived,  and  nothing  .appears 
to  his  eyes  but  under  fi£litious  colours :  he  but  imperfed- 
ly  knows  thee;  he  hardly  knows  himfelf ;  he  comprehends 
nothing  in  all  that  furrounds  him ;  he  takes  darknefs  for 
light ;  he  wanders  from  error  to  error ;  he  quits  not  bis 
errors  when  he  returns  to  himfelf:  the  lights  alone  of  thy 
faith  can  dire£l  his  judgments,  open  the  eyes  of  his  foul, 
becomes  the  reafon  oi  his  heart,  teach  him  to  know  him* 
felf,  lay  open  the  folds  of  fell-Iove,  expofe  all  the  artifi- 
ces  of  the  paflions,  and  exalt  him  to  that  fpiritual  man, 
who  conceives  and  judges  of  all.     By  the  rules  of  faith, 
then,  my  brethren,  muft  we  examine  ourfelves ;  all  hu* 
man  do£lrines,  the  mollifications  of  cuftom,  the  examples 
of  the  multitude,  our  own  under  (landing,  are  all  deceit- 
ful guides  :  if  ever  it  was  of  importance  not  to  be  deceiv- 
ed, it  furely  is  in  a  conjuncture  where  facrilege  is  the  con- 
fequenceof  miftake. 

But  upon  what  (hall  we  examine  ourfelves  ?  Upon 
what !  Upon  the  holinefs  of  this  facrament,  and  upon  oiir 
own  corruption.     It  is  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  it  is  the 

the 
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the  bread  of  angels,   it  is  the  Lamb  without  ftainy  who 
admits  Done  around  his  altar  but  thofe  who  either  have  not 
defiled  their  garment  or  who  have  purified  them  in  the 
blood  of  penitence.     And  what  art  thou,  forward  foul» 
whom  I  fee  approaching  with  fo  much  confidence  ?  Bring- 
eft  thou  there  thy  modefty,  thine  innocence  ?  Haft  thou 
always  poITefTed  the  veffel  of  thy  body  in  honour  and  m 
holinefs  ?  Hath  thy  heart  not  been  dragged   through  the 
filth  of  a  thoufand  paflions  ?   In  the  (ight  of  God,  is  not 
thy  foul  that  blackened  brand  of  which  the  prophet  fpeaks» 
which  impure  flames  had  blafied  and  confumed  from  thine 
earlieft  years,  and  which  is  no  longer  but  a  (hocking  vef- 
tige  ot  their  fury  7   Art  thou  not  toully  covered  with 
(hameful  wounds  ?  Is  there  a  fpot  upon  thy  bo4y  free  from 
the  mark  of    fome  crime?  Where  wilt   thou  place  the 
body  of  the  Lamb  ?  What !  it  (hafl  reft  upon  thy  tongue  ; 
that  pure  and  immaculate  body  upon  a  tomb  which  hath 
never  exhaled  but  infedion  and  ftench  ;  that  body  immo- 
lated with  fo  much  gentlenefs  upon  the  inftrument  of  all 
thy  vengeances  and  bitternefs ;  that  crucified  body  on  the 
feat  of  all  thy  fenfualities  and  debauches.     What !  he  fhall 
defcend  to  thy  heart?  But  will  he  therein  find  where  to 
repofe  his  head  ?  Haft  thou  not  changed  that  holy  temple 
into  a  den  of  thieves  ?  What !  thou  art  going  to  place  him 
among   fo  many  impure   pleafures,  proiane  attachments, 
ambitious  projefls,  emotions  of  hatred,  ot  jealoufy,  and 
oi  pride;  it  is  amidft  all  thefe  monfters  that  thou  haft 
prepared  his  dwelling-place  ?  Ah  !  thou  delivereft  him  up 
to  his  enemies,  thou  once  more  putteft  him  into  the  hands 
of  his  executioners. 

You  have  examined  yourfelves,  fay  you  to  me.  Before 
drawing  near  you  have  made  your  conlefTion.  Ah  !  my 
brethren,  and,  with  the  fame  mouth  from  which  you  have 

fo 
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Jo  lately  vented  all  your  iniquities,  you  go  to  receive  Jefui 
Chrift  ?  And,  the  heart  ftill  reeking  with  a  thoufand  ill-extin- 
guifhed  paffions,   and  which  to-morrow  (hall  fee  in  all  their 
wonted  vigour,  ypu  dare  to  approach  the  altar  with  your 
prefent,  and  to  participate  in  the  holy  myfieries  ?  And, 
the  imagination  fiill  flained  with  the  ideas  oi  thofe  recent 
excefles  which  you  have   jull  been  recounting   to  the 
prieft,  you  go  to  eat  of  the  pure  bread  of  the  chofen  ? 
What  1  on  your  departure  from  the  tribunal  the  con^mu- 
JEiion,  in  your  eyt$t  fupplies  the  place,  and  anfwers  the  pur« 
pofes  of  penitence  ?  From  guilt  you  rufli  headlong  to  the 
altar?    In    place  of  diflblving  in    tears  with   the  peni- 
tent, you  come  to  rejpice  with  the  righteous  ?  In  place  of 
nourifliing  yourfelf  with  thp  bread  of   tribulation,    you 
/un  to  a  delicious  feaft  ?  In  place  ot  lingering  at  the  gate 
'     of  the  temple,  liMb  thjc  pifblican,  you  confidently  draw 
near  to  the  holy  of  holies  ?  In  former  times,  a  penitent 
.came  not  to  the  table  oi  the  Lord  but  after  whole  years  of 
humiliation,  of  abftinence,  of  prayer,    and  of   aufterity, 
and  they  purified  themfelves  in  tears,  in  griet,  and  in  the 
public  exercifes  oi  a  painiul  difcipline :  they  became  new 
men ;  an  heart-felt  regret  was   the  only  veflige  of  their 
former  life  :  no  t^ces  of  their  paft  crimes  were  to  be  re« 
-cognifed  but  in  the  grace  of  penitence,  and  of  the  ma- 
cerations which,  at  lad,  had  expiated  them ;  and  the  eucha* 
xift  was  that  heavenly  bread  which  no  man,  a  finner,  then 
eat  but  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow.     And,  at  prefent,   to 
have  confefled  crimes  is  believed  to  have  already  puniflied 
them ;  that  an  abfolution,  which  is  only  given  under  the 
fuppofition  of    an  humbled   and  contrite  heart,   a£lua]ly 
creates,  and  renders  it  fo;  that  all  the  purity  required  of  thofe 
who  receive  the  body  of  Jefus    Chrift,  is,  that  they  have 
laid  open  all  the  virulence  and  inicQioi^  of  their  (pres* 
Unwprthy  communions,  my  brethren  ^  you  eat  and  you 

drink 
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drink  your  dainnation :  in  vain  may  we  comfort  you ;  can 
man  juftify  when  God  condemns  P 

ft 

BefideSy  it  is  pure  and  without  leaven ;  k  requires  to  be 
exempted  from  leaven  to  eat  of  it :  now,  candidly,  have 
thofe  worldly  perfons,  whom  the  circumftances  of  a  fo- 
lemnity  determine  to  approach  the  holy  table,  quitted  tbt 
old  leaven  in  prefenting  themfelves  at  the  altar  P  Do  they 
not  bring  along  with  them  every  paflion  ftiil  living  in  its 
roots*?  Judge  thereof  from  the  confequences.     On  their 
departure  from   thence  they  find  themfelves  exactly  the 
fame ;  hatreds  are  not  extinguiihed,  the  empire  ^f  volup* 
tuoufnefs  is  not  weakened,  animation  in  the  purfuit  of  plea<- 
fures  is  ndt  blunted,  inclination  for  the  world  is  not  lels 
violent ;  in  a  word,  cupidity  has  loft  nothing  of  its  rights. 
We  fee  no  greater  precautions  than  before  againft  dangers 
already  encountered  :  the  fociety  ot  the  World  again  rc- 
fumes  its  influence  ;  converfations  are  renewed ;  the  paf. 
(ions  awaken  ;  every  thing  refumes  its  former  train,  and, 
in  addition  io  their  former  flate,  they  have  now  to  add  the 
profanation  of  this  awful  myflery.     How  is  this  ?  It  is  that 
a  (imple  confeflTion  is  no  examination  of  one's  felf. 

Again,   it  is  the  food  of  the  ftrong.     A  weak,  fickly, 

and  wavering  foul,  who  turns  with  every  wind ;  who  gives 

way  to  the  firft  obftacle  ;  who  founders  upon  the  firft  rock  ; 

who  cfcapcs  every  moment  from  the  guidance  of  grace  ; 

who  has  a  long  experience  of  his  own  fragility ;  who  never 

brings  to  the  altar  but  promifes  an  hundred  times  violated, 

but  momentary  fenfations  of  devotion,  which  the  very  firft 

pleafure  ftifles ;  who,  from  his  earlieft  years,  has  been  in 

the  alternate  pra61ice  of  weaknefTes  and  holy  things,  and 

|r  *1rho  has  feena  conflant  fucceffionof  crimes  to  repentance, 

K'%ld  of  the  facrament  to  relapfes :  is  afoul  oi  this  defcrip. 

F  ^'  tion 
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tion  a  firong  foul  ?  Is  it  not  its  duty  to  examine  itfeU,  to 
increafe,  to  flrengthen,  and  to  exercifc  itfdf  in  charity  ? 
Scarcely  in  a  flate  to  diged  milk,  ought  it  to  load  itfelf 
with  folid  food,  and  fuch  as  can  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
nourifhment  only  to  the  perfe£l  man  ? 

It  is  written  in  the  law  that,  if  the  fin-offering  be  placed 
in  an  earthen  veflel,  the  veiTel  (hall  immediately  be  bro- 
ken ;  but,  it  in  a  brazen  veffel,  it  fliall  be  both  fcouredand 
rinfedin  water.    Would  thefe  circumflances,  fo  carefully 
and  minutely  marked,  be  worthy  of  the*holy  Spirit,  did 
they  not  contain  inftru3ions  and  myfleries  ?  Doth  not  a 
weak  foul,  who   receives  the  true  vi3im,  refemble  that 
earthen  veffel  which  falls  in  piece,s  as  I  may  fay,  being 
unable  to  endure  the  violence  of  this  facred  fire  ?  On  the 
contrary,  the  firm  foul,  like  the  brafs,  is  purified,  lofes  in 
it  all  its  ftains,  and  comes  out  from  it  more  beautiful  and 
brilliant  than  beiore.    What  is  the  confequence,  according 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  oi  putting  new  wine  into  old  bottles  ;  do 
tliey  not  burft,  and  allow  the  wine  to  be  loft  upon  the 
ground  ?  What  is  the  application  of  this  parable  ?  You 
put  the  myftical  wine,  that  wine  whofe  flrength  operates 
an  holy  intoxication  in  pure  fouls,  into  a  decayed  and  worn- 
out  heart,  which  long-efiabli(hed  pafBonshave  almoft  con- 
fumed.     Ah  !  I  am  not  furprifed  that  it  is  unable  to  endure 
its  ftrength,  that  the  blood  ot  Jefus  Chrift  cannot  tarry 
there,  and  that,  on  the  firft  occafion,  you  fbed  and  trample 
it  under  foot ;  it  required  to  have  gradually  accuftomed 
your  heart  to  it,  to  have  prepared  it  by  retirement,  by  pray- 
cr,  by  daily  conquefts  over  yourfeli;  and,  through  the 
means   of    thefe   continued  and   falutary   trials    to  have 
ftrengthened  and  rendered  it  capable  of  receiving  Jefus 
Chrift. 

It 
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It  18  the  paflbver  of  Chriftians  :  now,  Jefas  Chrift  ceU 
ebrates  bis  paflbver  with  his  difciples  alone. 

NoW«  what  is  it  to  be  his  difciples  ?  It  is  to  renounce 
one*s  felf,  to  carry  his  crofs,  to  follow  him.  Are  you  mor* 
tified  in  your  defires,  patient  under  your  afili£lions  ?  Do 
you  walk  in  the  ways  in  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  walked 
before  you  ?  To  be  his  difciples  is  mutually  to  love  each' 
other ;  and  how  often  have  you  come  to  eat  of  this  bread 
ot  union,  how  often  have  you  made  your  appearance  at 
this  banquet  of  charity,  your  heart  inwardly  loaded  with 
gall  and  bttternefs  againft  your  brother  ?  How  often  have 
you  come  t6  offer  up  your  prefent  at  the  altar  without 
having  reconciled  yourfelf  with  him  ? 

La(Uy»  It  is  a  God  fo  pure,  that  the  ftars  are  dimmed  izr 
bis  prefence ;  fo  holy,  that,  after  the  fall  of  the  angd,  hea- 
ven was  rent  and  the  abyfs  opened  that  he  might  place  an 
eternal  chaos  between  fin  and  him ;  fo  jealous,  that  a  fingle 
wandering  defire  injures  and  offends  him.  Thus,  my  bre- 
thren, it  is  neceffary  that  you  examine  yourfelves  upon 
your  own  inclinations :  are  not  thofe  defires  of  the  age, 
of  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  ftill  nourifhed  within  you  ? 
Render  glory  to  God,  and,  in  his  prefence,  fearch  your 
hearts  to  the  bottom.  I  go  to  eat  of  the  body  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  to  convert  it  into  my  own  fubftance ;  but, 
when  he  Oiali  have  entered  into  my  foul,  he  who  knows 
and  difcerns  its  intentions  and  moft  fecret  inolinations, 
will  he  find  nothing  there  unworthy  of  the  fan6lity  of  his 
prefence?? He  will  immediately  proceed  to  the  fpring  and 
to  the  caufes  ot  my  wanderings  ;  he  will  examine  whether 
their  fource  be  dried  up,  or  their  courfe  only  fufpended ; 
he  will  perceive  what  are  ftill  the  dominant  inclinations  of 
my  foul,  and  what  is  the  weight  which  ftill  turns  the  bal* 

ance 
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iuice  of  my  heart :  Alas  I  will  he  be  enabled  to  fay,  as  for* 
merly  when  entering  into  the  houFe  of  Zaccheus,  "  Thia 
"day  is  falvation  come  to  this  houfe?"  Have  I  fincerely 
caft  off  that  paflion  fo  fatal  to  my  innocence:  that  bitter- 
nefs  of  heart  ot  which  1  have  fo  lately  expreffed  my  de« 
tefiation  at  the  feet  oi  the  prieft ;  that  idolifing  of  riches 
which  leads  me  to  grafp  at  even  iniquitous  profits ;  that 
madnefs  of  gaming  by  which  my  health,  my  affairs,  and 
my  falvation  are  injured  ;  that  vexatious  and  variable  tem- 
per which  the  flighteil  contradiSion  inflames ;  that  vanity 
which  leads  me  to  foar  above  the  rank  in  which  my  ancef* 
tors  had  left  me ;  that  envy  which,  with  ifialignant  eyes, 
has  always  viewed  the  reputation  and  the  profperity  of  my 
equals ;  that  proud  and  cenforious  air  which  judges  upon  alf. 
and  never  judges  itfelf ;  that  fupreme  influence  over  me  oC 
effeminacy  and  voluptuoufnefs,  which  are,  as  it  were, 
interwoven  with  the  foundation  and  principle  of  my  be- 
ing ?  Has  the  avowal,  which  1  come  from  making,  of  my 
weakneffes,  to  the  minifler  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  rooted  them  ou( 
from  my  heart  ?  Am  I  a  new  creature  ?  He  alone  who  is 
regenerated  can  afpire  to  this  heavenly  bread  which  I  am 
going  to  eat  :  in  thine  eyes  am  I  fo,  O  my  God  ?  Do  t 
not  bear  the  name  of  living,  though  ilill,  in  effe£l,  dead  ? 
Will  the  Mighty,  entering  into  my  foul,  poffefs^t  inpeace, 
and  will  he  not  find  there  feven  unclean  fpirits  who  ihall 
chafe  him  from  it  ?  Inflru6l  me.  Lord  and  fuffer  not  that 
thy  Chrifi,  that  thy  holy  defcend  into  corruption.  Such, 
my  brethren,  is  the  way  to  examine  ourfelves.  The  Lord 
had  formerly  forbidden  the  Jews  to  offer  up  honey  and 
leaven  in  the  facrifices  :  fee  if,  in  approaAing  the  altar, 
you  bring  not  with  you  the  leaven  of  your  crimes,  and  the 
honey  of  voluptuoufnefs  :  that  is  to  fay,  both  that  relifli 
for  the  world  and  for  pleafure,  and  that  effeminate  and  fen- 
fual  charafler,  enemy  of  the  crofs,  and  incompatible  with 
Vol.  II.  P  j  falvai^ion. 


^»4  8  E  R  M  O  N    XVU 

{alvation.  Approach  not,  if  you  do  not  feel  yourfelf  fuf- 
ficiently  pure  :  this  holy  body,  fays  the  prophet  would  not 
purge  your  iniquity,  it  would  only  increafe  it ;  your  reli- 
gion would  be  vain,  your  heart  idolatrous,  your  fatrifice  » 
iacrilege« 

Examine,  therefore,  yourfelf,  and  afterwards  eat  of  the 
heavenly  bread.  But  we  are  not  to  flop  at  the  fimple  dif- 
cerning  and  examining.  Hitherto  you  have  only  removed 
the  obftacles ;  but  you  have  not  fettled  the  laft  prepara- 
tions :  you  have  lopt  off  whatever  might  repel  Jefus  Chrift 
from  your  foul ;  but  you  have  not  acquired  what  might  at« 
tra£l  him  to  it:  you  have  arranged  foas  not  to  receive  him 
unworthily;  but  you  have  not  (b  as  to  receive  him  with 
fruit :  it  is  not  fufiicient  to  be  free  from  guilt ;  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  be  clothed  with  righteoufnefs  and  fandity  :  it  is  lit- 
tie  not  to  betray  him  like  Judas  -,  it  is  neceflary  to  love 
him  with  the  other  difciples  :  it  is  little,  in  a  word,  to  be 
no  longer  profane,  worldly,  voluptuous,  effeminate,  proud, 
and  revengeful ;  it  is  neceflary  to  be  fedate,  meek,  hum- 
ble, firm,  chafte,  believing,  Chriftian.  "  As  oft  as  you 
•<  do  this,  do  it  in  remembrance  of  me  :"  this  is  the  third 
difpofition  to  communicate  in  remembrance  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Reflection  III.  What  is  it  to  communicate  in  remem- 
brance of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  It  is,  in  the jfr/?  place,  internally 
to  defcribe  all  that  paffed  in  the  heart  of  Jefus  Chrift  in 
inftituting  this  adorable  facrament*  *•  With  defire,"  faid 
he  to  his  difeioles,  "  I  have  defired  to  eat  this  paflbver  with 
••  you  before  T  fuffer/'  He  fighed  for  that  blefled  moment  ; 
he  never  lofll  light  of  it  ;  in  the  remembrance  of  it  he  was 
comforted  for  all  the  bitternefs  of  his  paflion.  What  did 
he  thereby  mean  to  teach  us  ?  Ah !  that  we  ought  to  bring 
1o  tbit  divine  table  an  heart  enflamed,  penetrated,  confum- 
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cd  ;  an  eager,  earned,  and  impatient  heart ;  an  hunger 
and  a  third  after  Jefus  Chrift ;  an  inclination  roufed  by 
love  :  ih  a  word,  what  I  have  termed  a  burning  defire  which 
impds  us  to  love.  This  bread,  faid  a  father,  requires  a 
famiihed  heart«  Ah  I  Lord,  fays  then  the  believing  foul 
with  St.  Auguftio,  who  will  give  me  that  thou  mayeft  en« 
ter  into  my  heart  to  take  pofleffion  of  it ;  wholly  to  fill  it ; 
to  reign  there  alone ;  to  dwell  there  with  me  even  to  the 
confummation  of  ages  ;  to  be  mine  all ;  there  to  confti* 
tute  my  pureft  delights  ;  to  fhed  through  it  a  thoufand  in- 
ward  confolations  ;  to  fatiate,  to  gladden  it,  to  make  me 
forget  my  miferies,  mine  anxieties,  my  vain  pleafures,  all 
mankind,  the  whole  univerfe,  and  to  leave  me  wholly  to 
thee,  to  enjoy  thy  prefence,  thy  converfation,  and  all  the 
delight^  which  thou  prepared  for  thofe  who  love  thee  ? 
Perhaps,  Lord,  the  tenement  oi  my  foul  is  not  yet  fuffi- 
ciently  embelliflied  to  receive  thee  ;  but  come  and  be  thy- 
felf  all  its  ornament.  Perhaps  thou  perceived  dains  which 
repel  thee  from  it ;  but  thy  divine  touch  will  purify  them 
all.  Perhaps  thou  difcovered  invifible  enemies  dill  there  ; 
but  art  not  thou  the  mighty  ?  Thy  fole  prefence  will  difperfe 
Ihem,  and  peace  will  reign  there  when  once  thou  flialt  be 
in  pofleflion  of  it.  Perhaps  it  has  wrinkles  which  render 
it  forbidding  ;  but  thou  wilt  renew  its  youth  like  that  of 
the  eagle.  Perhaps  it  is  dill  dained  with  the  blemidies  of 
its  former  infidelities  ;  but  thy  blood  will  wafli  them  en« 
f  irely  out.  Come,  Lord,  and  tarry  not ;  every  blefling 
will  attend  me  with  thee ;  defpifed,  perfecuted,  afflified, 
defpoiled,  calumniated,  I  will  confider  as  nothing  my  for* 
rows  irom  the  moment  that  thou  flialt  come  to  alleviate 
them :  honoured,  favoured,  exalted,  furroAided  with  a- 
bundance,  thefe  vain  profperities  will  ceafe  to  intered  me, 
will  appear  as  nothing  from  the  moment  thou  (halt  have 
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made  me  to  tafte  how  Tweet  thou  art.     Such  are  the  defiret 
which  ought  to  lead  us  to  the  altar. 

But,  alas !  many  bring  there  only  a  criminal  difguft  and 
repugnance :  occafions  are  required  to  induce  them  to  de- 
termine upon  it ;  of  themfelves  they  would  never  have 
thought  oi  it.  But,  what  do  I  fay,  occafions  ?  Thunders 
and  anathemas  are  required.  Good  God!  that  tlie  church 
fhould  be  reduced,  through  the  lukewarmnefs  oi  Chriftians, 
to  make  a  law  to  them  of  participating  in  thy  body  and  in 
thy  blood  !  That  penalties  and  threatenings  fhould  be  requir- 
ed to  lead  them  to  thy  altar,  and  to  oblige  them  to  feat  thetoi- 
felves  at  thy  table  !  That  the  Chriftian's  only  felicity  upon 
earth  (hould  be  a  painful  prec<^t  to  him  I  That  the  mod 
glorious  privilege  with  which  men  can  be  favoured  by 
thee  (hould  be  an  irkfome  reftraint  to  them  I  Others  ap- 
proach it  with  an  heavy  heart,  a  pallid  appetite,  a  foul 
wholly  of  ice:  people  who  live  in  the  commerce  of  plea- 
fures  and  of  the  facrament  ;  who  participate  at  the  table  of 
Satan  and  at  that  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  have  ftated  days  for 
the  Lord  and  days  allotted  for  the  age  :  people  to  whom  a 
communion  cofls  only  a  day  of  reftraint  and  refervation  ; 
who,  on  that  day,  neither  gamble,  (hew  themfelves,  fee  com- 
pany, nor  fpeak  evil.  But  this  exertion  goes  no  further ; 
all  devotion  ccafes  with  the  folemnity ;  it  is  a  deed  of 
ceremony  ;  after  this  (hort  fufpenfion  they  are  at  eafe  with 
themfelves ;  they  tranquilly  return  to  their  former  ways  ; 
for  that  was  a  point  agreed  upon  with  themfelves  ;  they 
fmoothly  continue  to  live  in  this  mixture  of  holy  and  of 
profane  :  the  facrament  calms  us  upon  pleafures  ;  pleafures 
to  be  more  tranquil  on  the  fide  of  the  confcience  lead  us  to 
the  facrament ;  and  they  are  almoft  good  in  order  to  be 
worldly  without  fcruple.    Thus  they  bring  to  the  altar  a 
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tafte  cloyed  with  the  amufements  and  the  delights  of  the 
age,  with  the  embarralTments  of  affairs,  with  the  tumult  of 
the  paflions  :  they  ieel  not  the  ineffable  fweets  of  this  hea* 
venly  food  ;  they  retrace,  even  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  oi 
grace,  the  images  of  thofe  pleafures  they  have  fo  lately  left : 
interefts  which  occupy  us,  proje3s  which  puzzle  us,  ideas 
which  force  us  from  the  altar  to  drag  us  back  to  the  world, 
make  much  deeper  imprefCons  upon  the  heart  than  the  pre- 
fence  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  But  is  it  not,  Lord,  againfl  thofe 
monfters  of  Chriflians  that  thy  prophet,  incenfed,  formerly 
faid  to  thee,  "  Ah  Lord,  let  thy  table  become  a  fnare  be- 
**  fore  them  ;  and  that  which  (hould  have  been  for  their 
^  welfare  let  it  become  a  trap." 

In  the  fecond  place  to  communicate  in  remembrance  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  is  to  with  to  awaken,  through  the  prefence  of 
this  facred  pledge,  every  imprelTion  which  his  memory  can 
make  upon  an  heart  which  loves  him.  The  firmeft  bonds 
are  loofened  by  abfence :  Jefus  Chrift  well  forefaw  that, 
afcending  up  to  heaven,  his  difciples  would  infenfibly  for- 
get this  kindnefTes  and  his  divine  inftru£lions.  Alas !  Mofes 
remains  only  forty  days  upon  the  mountain,  and  already 
the  Ifraelites  ceafe  to  remember  the  mir«ioles  that  he  had 
wrought  to  deliver  them  from  Egypt.  We  wot  not,  faid 
they  among  themfelves,  what  is  become  of  this  Mofes,  the 
man  that  brought  us  out  of  the  land  of  E^ypt ;  let  us  make 
gods  who  fhall  go  before  and  defend  us  againft  our  enemies. 
Jefus  Chrift  to  guard  againft  thefe  incotilancies  of  the  hu- 
man heart,  wifhed,  in  afcending  to  the  heavenly  Sion,  to 
leave  us  a  pledge  of  his  prefence:  it  is  there  that  he  wifhes 
we  (hould  come  to  confole  ourfelves  for  his  fenflble  ab- 
fence ;  it  is  there  that  we  ought  to  find  a  more  lively  re- 
membrance of  his  wonders,  of  his  do3rine,  of  his  kind- 
nefleSy  or  bis  divine  perfon ;  it  is  there  that,  under  myfteri- 
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ous  figns,  we  come  to  fee  him  born  at  Bethlehem,  brought 
up  at  Nazareth,  holding  difcourfe  with  men,  and  travcrGng 
the  cities  oi  Judea,  working  (igns  and  miracles  which  no  one 
before  him  had  ever  done,  calling  as  followers  rude  difci- 
|)Ies,  in  order  to  make  them  maficrs  6f  the  world,  confound* 
ing  the  hypocrify  of  the  Pharifces,  announcing  falvatios 
to  men,  leaving  mark^  every  where  of  his  power  and  good« 
Tiefs,  entering  in  triumph  into  Jerufalem,  led  to  mount 
Calvary,  expiring  upon  a  crofs,  conqueror  of  death  and  of 
bell,  leading  with  him  into  heaven  thofe  who  were  captivet 
as  the  trophies  oi  his  vifiory,  and  forming  afterwards  hit 
church  with  the  overflowing  of  his  Spirit  and  the  abund* 
ance  oi  his  gifts ;  in  a  word,  we  (hall  there  find  him  in  all 
his  myfieries* 

You  envy,  faid  St.  Chryfoftom,  the  lot  of  a  woman  who 
touches  his  garments,  of  a  finful  one  who  bathes  his  feet 
with  her  tears,  of  the  women  of  Galilee  who  had  the  bap<p. 
pinefs  to  follow  and  to  ferve  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  min- 
iflry,  of  his  difciples  with  whom  he  familiarly  converfed  of, 
the  people  of  thofe  times  who  lillened  to  words  of  the  grace 
and  of  falvation  which  proceeded  from   his  moutl) ;  you 
call  blefTed  thofe  who  faw  him ;  many  prophets  and  kings 
have  vainly  wiflied  it ;  but  you,  my  brethren,  come  to  the 
altars  and  you  (hall  fee  him ;  you  (hall  touch  him ;  you  fhall 
give  him  an  holy  kifs,  you  fhall  bathe  him  with  your  tears, 
and  your  bowels  (hall  bear  him  even  like  thofe  of  Mary, 
Alas  !  our  fathers  went  into  the  holy  land  to  worfhip  the 
traces  of  his  feet,  and  the  places  that  he  bad  confecrated  with 
his  prefcnce.     Here,  they  were  told,  he  propofed  the  para. 
ble  of  the  good  fhepherd  and  the  loft  flieep ;  here  he  recon- 
ciled an  adultrefs ;  here  he  comforted  a  finlul  woman ;  here 
he  fanftificd  the  marriage  and  the  fcaft  with  his  prefcnce  ; 
licrc  he  multiplied  the  loaves  to  fill  a  fimifhed  multitude  ; 

hera 


DISPOSITIONS  FOR  THE  COMMUNIOH.  5tt| 

here  he  checked  his  difciples  who  wanted  to  hring  fird 
from  heaven  upon  a  criminal  city  ;  here  he  deigned  to  hold 
converfe  with  a  woman  of  Samaria ;  here  he  fuflered  th# 
children  around  him,  and  rebuked  thofe  who  wanted  t6 
drive  them  away  ;  here  he  reftored  ftght  to  the  blind,  made 
the  lame  to  walk,  delivered  thofe  poflefled  with  devils,  made 
the  dumb  to  fpeak,  and  the  deaf  to  hear.  At  thefe  words 
our  fathers  felt  themfelves  tranfported  with  an  holy  joy  j 
they  (bed  tears  of  tendernefs  and  of  religion  upon  that  blefT- 
ed  land  ;  this*  fight,  thefe  images,  carried  them  back  to  the 
times,  to  the  a£lions,  to  the  myfteries  ot  Jefus  Chrifi,  in- 
fpired  them  with  fre(b  ardour,  andconfoled  their  faith;  fin« 
ners  found  there  a  fweet  truft,  the  weak  a  new  force,  and 
the  righteous  new  defires. 

Ah!  Chriflians;  no,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  crofs  the 
feas  ;  falvation  is  at  your  hand ;  the  word  which  we  preach 
to  you  will  be,  if  you  wifli  it,  upon  your  mouth  and  in 
your  heart :  open  the  eyes  of  faith,  behold  thefe  altars ; 
they  are  not  places  confecrated  formerly  with  the  prefence^ 
it  is  Jefus  Chrifi  htmfelf :  approach  in  remembrance  of 
him ;  come  to  rekindle  all  that  your  heart  hath  ever  felt  of 
tender,  afleding,  and  lively,  for  this  divine  Saviour. 
Let  the  remembrance  of  his  meeknefs,  which  would  no0 
permit  him  to  break  the  reed  already  bruifed,  nor  to  ex** 
tinguifh  the  yet  glimmering  lamp,  quiet  your  tranfporta 
and  yoor  impatiencies ;  let  the  remembrance  of  his  toila 
and  of  his  troublefome  life  overwhelm,  you  for  your  effe** 
minacy  :  let  the  remembrance  of  his  modefly  and  of  hit 
humility,  which  made  him  fly  when  they  wanted  to  make 
him  king,  cure  you  of  your  vanities,  of  your  fchemes, 
of  your  frivolous  pretenfions :  let  the  remembrance  of  hit 
fafl  for  forty  days  reproach  you  for  your  fenfualities :  let 
the  leoKmbraace  of  bis  ztd  againft  the  protaners  of  the 
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temple  teach  you  with  what  refpeQ,  and  with  what  holy 
dread  you  ought  to  enter  there  :  let  the  remembrance  oE 
the  fimpiicity  and  the  frugality  of  his  manners  condemn 
the  vain  fuperfluities  and  the  excefTes  of  yours  :  let  the  re* 
inembrance  of  his  retirement  and  of  kis  pcayers  warn  yoa 
to  fly  the  world,  to  retire  fometimes  into  the  fecrccy  of 
your  houfe,  to  pafs,  at  lead,  fome  portion  of  the  day  ia 
the  indifpenfible  pra6lice  ot  prayer :  let  the  remembrance 
oi  his  tender  compaflion  for  a  famiflied  people  give  you 
bowels  of  comraiferation  for  the  unfortunate :  let  the  re- 
membrance of  his  holy  difcourfes  teach  you  to  converfe 
innocently\  holily,  and  profitably  with  men :  in  a  word, 
let  the  remembrance  of  all  his  virtues,  there  more  lively^ 
more  prefent  to  the  heart  and  to  the  mind,  corretl  you  of 
all  your  wcakncfTcs :  this  is  what  is  called  to  communicate 
in  remembrance  of  him. 

But,  to  bring  continually  to  the  altar  the  fame  weak- 
nelTcs  ;  to  farailiarifc  ourfclves  in  fuch  a  manner  with  the 
body  of  Jelus  Chriff,  that  it  no  longer  awakens  in  us  a 
new  fentimcnt,  but  leaves  us  always  fuch  as  we  are ;  to 
nourifh  ourfclves  with  a  divine  food,  yet  not  to  increafe  ; 
frequently  to  approach  this  burning  furnace  without  any 
additional  heat  to  your  lukewarmnefs ;  to  appear  there  with 
lauits  an  hundred  times  detefted  yet  ilill  dear,  with  habits 
of  imperfeflion,  which,  though  light  in  themfelves,  are 
no  longer  fo,  however,  through  the  attachment  and  the 
bent  which  render  them  inevitable  to  us,  and  through  the 
circumftance  of  the  facrament  which  there  is  the  rifk  of 
profaning ;  to  make  proteffion  of  piety,  of  eftrangement 
from  the  world,  to  be  almofl  every  day  in  the  commerce 
of  holy  things,  and  to  have  determined,  as  it  were,  upon 
a  limited  point  of  virtue  beyond  which  never  to  rife,  and^ 
after  ten  years  exercife  of  piety,  to  be  no  farther  advanced 
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than  at  firft,  on  the  contrary,  to  have  rather  relaxed  from 
the  firft  fervour;  to  be  continually  applying  to  this  divine 
remedy,  yet  to  feci  no  alteration  for  the  better  in  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  to  heap  facrament  upon  facrament,  if  I  may  dare  to 
fay  fo,  yet  never  to  empty  the  heart  in  order  to  make  room 
for  this  heavenly  food ;  to  nourifli  envies,  animofuies, 
fee  ret  attachments,  a  fund  of.  fenfuality,  of  vain  defircj 
to  pleafe,  to  be  courted,  to  be  profperous;  to  permit,  in 
converfation,  the  habit  of  witticifms  and  every  freedom 
of  fpeech  upon  others,  of  endlefs  nothings,  of  fentimcnts 
wholly  profane,  of  quibbles  which  wound  fincerity,  of 
concealments  by  which  falfehood  becomes  familiar,  of 
haftineiTes  and  burfts  of  paiSon ;  to  be  jealous  to  an  ex«» 
treme  wherever  felf  is  concerned;  to  rife  indignant  at  the 
fmalleft  appearance  of  negled,  and  to  be  incapable  of  di- 
gefiing  a  fingle  difobliging  gcflure;  and  yet,  with  all  this» 
to  feed  upon  the  bread  of  angels ;  O  my  God  !  how  much 
lefs  than  this  ought  to  make  us  tremble  I 

But,  is  it  to  eat  of  this  bread  unworthily,  to  eat  it  with 
To  many  imperie£lions  and  weaknelTes  ?  Who  knows  thit» 
O  Lord,  but  thee  ?  All  that  we  know  is,  that  it  is  not 
communicating  in  remembrance  of  thee  ;  that  many  righ* 
teoufnefles  {hall  appear  in  thy  (ight,  at  the  great  day,  as  a 
foiled  cloth ;  that  many,  who  had  even  prophefied  in  thy 
name,  (hall  be  rejeftcd  ;  and  that  every  thing  is  to  be 
dreaded  in  this  ftate.  Peter  is  not  admitted  to  thy  fupper 
till  alter  thou  hadft  wafhed  his  feet ;  neverihelefs,  thou 
aflureft  us  that  he  was  altogether  pure.  Magdalene  is  fent 
away,  and  thou.fayeA  unto  her,  ••  Woman  touch  me  not,'* 
becaufe  a  too  fenfible  alTeflion  was  the  caufe  of  her  eager* 
nefs ;  and,  neverthelefs^  her  love  had  been  great,  and  (he 
had  wajibed  thy  facred  feet  and  her  own  fins  with  her  tears. 
And  we,  Lord,  full  pf  wants,  empty  of  fincere  fruits  of 
pen itenceJi made  up  wholly  of  effeminacy  and  fenfualities, 

Vol.  n.  Q  3  lukcwarta 


53«  8  E  ft  M  O  N    XVI* 

lukewarm  and  without  defire,  fixed  in  a  certain  ffate  of 
languifliing  and  imperfeCl  piety,  more  fuibined  by  habi- 
tude and  the  engagements  of  an  holy  profelGon  than  by  thj 
grace,  or  by  a  lively  and  folid  faith,  alas !   we  make  thy 
body  our  ordinary  food.       What  inexplicable    gulphs. 
Lord!  What  a  train  of  crimes,  perhaps,  not  known,   un- 
xepented  of,  mukipUed  to  infinity,  and  which  are  as  the 
flioot  upon  which  a  thoufand  new  profanations  are  after* 
wards  grafted !  What  gulphs,  once  more !   And  what  terri* 
ble  fecrets  fball  thy  light  make  manifefi  to  us  at  the  great 
day  1  In  thy  fight,  O  my  God,  what  am  1 1   I  can  neither 
bffend  nor  pleafe  thee  by  halves ;  my  condition  admits  not 
of  thofe  middle  flates  of  virtue  which  hold,  as  it  were,  ft 
mid  way  betwixt  innocence  and  guilt ;  if  not  a  faint,  I  am ' 
a  monfler ;  if  not  a  vefTel  of  honour,  I  am  a  veffel  of  fbame  ; 
if  not  an  angel  of  light,  there  is  no  room  to  hefitate,  I  ant 
an  angel  of  darknefs :  and,  if  not  a  living  temple  of  thy 
fpirit,  I  muft  be  its  profaner.     Good  God  I  what  powerful 
motives   for  vigilance,  for  felF-examination,  for  circum- 
fpeflion,  for  approaching  thine  altars  with  trembling ;  for 
humility,     tears,    and   compun£lion,    while   waiting    the 
manileflation  of  thine  adorable  judgments!  But  flill,  my 
brethren,  it  is  not  enough  to  communicate  in  remembrance 
of  Jefus  Chrift ;    and,  in  order  to  retrace  his  life,  it   is 
likewife  neceflfary,  and  this  is  the  lafl  difpofition,  to  renew 
the  remembrance  of  his  death,  and  to  fhew  him  whenever 
we  eat  of  his  body  and  drink  of  his  blood ;  and  this   it 
what  I  call  a  noble  faith  which  leads  us  to  facrifice. 

Reflection  IV.  As  oft  as  you  fhall  eat  of  the  body 
and  drink  of  the  blood  of  the  Lord,  you  will  fliew 
his  death  until  the  kingdom  of  God  fhall  come.  How 
this  ?  Literally  fpeaking  his  death  is  (hewn,  becaufe  this 
royftery  was  a  prelude  to  his  paflion ;  becaufe  Judas  there 
dctcFinined  to  betray  him  ;  becaufe  Jefus  Chnff^  eager  to 
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undergo  that  baptifm  of  blood  with  which  he  was  to  be 
baptifed,  anticipated  its  fulfilment,  and  facrificed  bimfelE 
beforehand  by  the  myfiical  reparation  of  his  body  and  of  his 
blood ;  becaufe  the  euchariil  is  the  permanent  facrifice  of 
the  church,  the  fruit  and  the  fulnefs  of  that  of  the  crofs  : 
laAly,  becaufe  Jefus  Chriil  is  there  as  in  a  ftate  of  death ; 
he  Iiath  a  mouth  and  fpeaks  not ;   eyes  and  ufes  them  not ; 
feet  and  walks  not.     But,  my  brethren,  in  that  fenfe  the 
impious,  equally  as  the  juft  man,  (hews  the  death  of  the 
jLord  as  oft  as  he  eats  of  his  body  :  it  is  a  my  fiery,  and  not 
a  merit ;   it  is  the  nature  of  the  facrament,  and   not  the 
privilege  of  hnn  who  receives  it ;  it  is  a  confequence  of 
it&  inftitution  and   not  a  difpofition  for  approaching  it* 
Kow,  the  deGgn  of  the  apoAle  here,  is   to  prevent    the 
abufes,  to  infiru£l  believers  how  to  eat  worthily  of  the  bo- 
dy of  the  Lord,  to  explain  to  them,  in  the  myfteries  con- 
tained in  this  facrament,  tl)e  difpofitions  which  it  requires. 
There  is  a  way,  therefore,  of  ihewing  ttie  death  of  the 
Lord,  which  ikould  be  wholly  in  our  hearts,  which  dif- 
pofes  and  prepares  us,  which  fits  ttie  fituation  of  our  foui 
4o  the  nature  of  this  myftery,  which  makes  us  to  bear  upon 
our  body  the  mortification  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  which  inmio* 
jates  and  crucifies  us  with  him.     Let  us  refume  the  rea* 
fons  we  have  touched  upon,  and  change  the  letter  into 

tftty^  The  death  of  the  Lord  is  fliewn,  becaufe  this 
myflery  was  a  prelude  to  his  paifion.  In  former  times  the 
eucharift  was  a  prelude  to  martyrdom.  From  the  moment 
Abat  the  rage  of  the  tyrant  was  declared,  and  the  perfecu- 
tion  begun,  all  the  believers  run  to  provide  themfelves  with 
•tbii  bread  of  life ;  tliey  carried  this  precious  truft  into 
ibeir  houfes :  death  feemed  lefs  terrible  to  tbem  when  they 
liad  before  their  eyes  the  beloved  pledge  of  ttieir  immor- 
iality:  ^y  ev«B  deiired  it^  and  the  inefiable  confolationt 
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which  the  prcfence  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  hidden  tinder  rayfti-. 
cal  veils,  already  Ihed  through  their  foul,  made   them  to 
long  tor  that   torrent  oi  delight  with   which  he  will  over- 
flow his  chofen  when  they  ihall   behold  him  face  to  face. 
Were  they  dragged  to   prifon,    and,    like  felons,  loaded 
with  irons,  they  of  whom  tlie  world  was  unworthy  ;■  they 
carefully  concealed  the  divine  eucharift  in  their  bofom ; 
they  fcafted  upon  it  in  the  hopes  of  martyrdom;  tlieygrew 
iat  upon  this  heavenly  food  like  pure  viflims,  that   their 
facrifice  might  be  more  pleafmg  to  the  Lord.     Chafte   vir- 
gins, fervent  believers,  holy  miniftcrs,  partook  altogether 
of  the  bleOed  bread  :  and  what  delight  even  in  tl>eir  chains  I 
What  ferenity  of  mind  in  thefe  dark  and  gloomy  abodes  ! 
What  fongs  of  thankfgiving  in  thefe  horrible  places  where 
ihe  eye  encountered  nothing  but  the  fad  images  of-  deaths 
and  preparations  tor  the  raoft  cruel  tortures !  How   often 
idid  they  fay  to   Jefas   Chrift,  prefent  with  them  in  this 
adorable  facrament :   Ah !    we  tear   no   ill.   Lord,    fincc 
thou  art  with   us  :  though  hofts  fiirround  us  yet   will  we 
not  be  aTraid  ;  our  enemies  may  deftroy  our   bodies,  but 
thou  wilt  reftore  them  to  us  glorious  and    immortal ;   for 
who  can  deftroy  thofe  whom  the  Father  hath  beftowed  up- 
on thee  ?  Blefled   chains  which  thou  deigneft  to  fuftain ! 
Holy  prifons  which  thou  confecrateft  with  thy  prefence  ! 
Beloved  dungeons  in  which  thou   filleft  our  fouls   with  Co 
inany  lights  !  Precious   death   which  is   to   unite  us  with 
thee,   and  to  withdraw  the  veil  which    conceals  thee  trom 
our  fight !  Thence   what   tortitude   under  their   tortures! 
Pilled  with  the  body  ot  Jefus  Chrift,  waflied  in  his  blood, 
they  quitted  their  prifons,*  fays  an  holy  father,  like  lions 
out  of  their   den   ftill  raging  and   thirfting  for  death   and 
carnage ;  they  flew  upon  the  fcafl^olds,   and,  with  an  holy 
pride,  launched  here  and  there  looks  oi  confidence   and 
magnanimity  which  appalled  the  moft  ferocious  tyrants, 
and  even  difarmed  their  executioners :  they  Ibewed  then 

the 
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4he  death  ot  .the  Lord  in  preparing  themfelves  for  manyr^ 
.dom  by  the  communion. 

The  tranquillity  of  our  ages,  and  the  religion  of  the 

Cefiirs  leave  us  i;io  longer  the  fame  hope;  death  is  no  longer 

the  reward  of  faith,  and  the  eucharilt  makes  no  more  mar- 

iyrs :  but  have  we  not  domeftic  perfecutors  ?  Has  our  taitb 

jonly  tyrants  to  dread  ?  And  is  there  not  a  martyrdom  of 

Jo.v.e  as  well  as  of  blood  ?  In  approaching  the  ahars  thenv 

my  brethren,  a  believing  foul  fighs  for  the  di Ablution  of 

his  mohal  body  ;  for,  could  he  love  this  lite,  and  fbew  the 

jdeath  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  renew,  in  thefe  myfiical  Ggns, 

his  quitting  the  world  to  go  to  his  Father  ?  He  complains 

of  the  Jength  of  his  exilement ;  he  bears,  to  the  foot  of 

the.  fan£luary,  a  fpirit  of  death  and  of  martyrdom  :  '*  Ah ! 

<*  Lord,  fince  thou   art  dead   and  crucified  to  the  world, 

■**  why  detain  me  there  ?  What  can  I  find  upon  the  earth 

>*  worthy  oi  my  heart,  feeing  thou  art  no  longer  there  ?  The 

••  myftery  itfelf,  which  fhould  confole  me  through  thy  pre- 

*•  fence,  recals  to  me  thy  death :  thefe  covers  which  veil 

f*  thee  are  an  ar.tifice  of  thy  love;  and  thou  half  concealed 

^*  thyfeif  only  to  infpire  my  heart  with  the  defire  of  fully 

**  beholding  thee.     Vain  things,  what  offer  ye  to  me  but 

/'  an  empty  fhadow  of  the  God  whom  I  feek  ?  What  an« 

;**  fwer  do  ye  make  when  my  fottened  heart  bends  towards 

,<(  you  to  foothe  its  anxieties  ?  Return,  fay  you,  to  him 

**  who  hath  made  us ;  we  groan  in  awaiting  his  coming  to 

.,«<  deliver  us  from  this  fervitude,  which  makes  us  fubfervi- 

**  ent  to  the  paflions  and  to  the  errors  of  men  :  feek  hinl 

V  not  among  us,  thou  wilt  not  find  him,  he  is  rifen,  he  is 

**  no  longer  here ;  it  he  appear  it  is  only  to  die  again ;  re- 

'**  cal  the  defires  and  the  affe£lions  which  thou  meant  to 

.*'  place  upon  us,   and  turn  them  towards  heaven ;    the 

**  bridegroom  bath  been  carried  away,    the  earth  is   no 

:i«  longer  for  a  Chriflian  now  but  a  vale  of  mourning  and 

••  teas : 
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«*  tears :  fuch  is  what  they  anfwer  to  me.  Whit  then  de« 
''  tains  me  here,  Lord  ?  What  are  the  ties  and  the  charms 
**  wluch  can  attach  me  to  the  world  ?  Reftlefs  in  pleafures, 
^  impatience  in  abfence,  tired  of  the  converfatioos  and  the 
*'  commerce  of  men,  afraid  of  folitade ;  without  felifll 
^*  For  the  world,  without  relifh  ior  virtue ;  doing  the  evil 
**  I  would  not,  and  leaving  undone  the  good  that  I  would  ; 
-^  what  keeps  me  here  ?  What  delays  the  diflblution  of 
**  this  body  of  iin  ?  What  prevents  me  from  foaring  with 
^  the  wings  of  the  dove  upon  the  holy  mountain  ?  I  fed 
^  that  I  fhould  then  be  happy ;  I  couJd  then  feaft  at  all 
^  times  upon  this  delicious  bread :  I  tafte  no  real  delight 
••  but  at  the  feet  of  thy  alurs ,  thefe  are,  indeed,  the  hap* 
**  pieil  moments  of  my  life :  but  they  are  fo  Ihort,  and  I 
'^  muft  fo  foon  return  totlieinfipidities  and  to  the  difguftf 
^  of  the  world  ;  I  am  under  the  neceflkyof  being  fo  long 
**  abfent  from  thee :  no,  Lord,  there  is  no  perteft  happi.- 
"^  nefs  on  the  earth,  and  death  is  a  gain  to  whoever  knows 
*•  to  love  thee." 

Arc  thefc  our  fcntiments,  my  brethren,  when  we  draw 
tiear  to  theahars  ?  Where  are  now  the  Chriflians  who,  like 
the  firft  believers,  await  the  blefled  hope,  and  haften,  by 
their  fighs,  the  end  of  their  banifiiment,  and  the  coming 
ot  Jefus  Chrift  ?  This  is  a  refinement  of  piety  of  which 
they  have  no  idea  ;  it  it  merely  a  language  of  thefpeculift ; 
it  is,  however,  the  ground-work  of  religion,  and  the  firft 
ftep  of  faith.  The  neceOity  of  dying  is  confidered  as  a 
cruel  punifhment ;  the  fole  idea  of  death,  with  which  our 
fathers  were  fo  comforted,  makes  us  to  fhudder ;  the  end 
of  life  is  the  term  of  our  pleafures  in  place  of  being  that 
of  our  fufferings ;  the  attentions  paid  to  the  body  are  end- 
lefs  ;  our  precautions  extend  even  to  abfurdity ,  or,  if  k 
fometimes  happen  that  this  laft  moment  is  defired,  it  is  in 
^onfequence  of  being  wearied  oi  liie  and  of  its  chi^ins  ; 
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k  is  a  difgrace,  an  habitual  infirmity  preying  upon  us,  a 
fievoiution  m  our  worldly  matters  which  leaves  no  more 
pleafures  to  be  expefied  here  below,  the  difappointment  of 
an  eftabiiQunent,  a  death,  an  accident,  or  laftly,  a  difguft 
and  a  wi(b  of  feli-love ;  we  tire  of  being  unfortunate,  but 
tre  are  not  eager  to  go  to  be  reunited  with  Jefus  Chrift  : 
and,  with  all  this,  they  come  to  eat  pt  the  Lord's  fupper^ 
to  renew  the  remembrance  of  his  paflion,  and  to  fliew  hi? 
death  until  he  (hall  come ;  what  an  outrage  f 

s//y.  His  death  is  (hewn  in  this  myilery,  becaufe  Judas 
there  finally  determined  upon  delivering  him  up.     Now, 
what  does  this  remembrance  exaCl  of  us  ?  Ah  i    my  bre- 
thren, an  ardent  defire  of  repairing,  by  our  homages,  the 
impiety  of  fo  many  fhocking  communions  which  crucifjr 
Jefus  Chrift  afrefh.     So  many  impure,  revengeful,  world<« 
iy,  and  extortioning  finners,  of  every  people  and  of  everjr 
nation,  receive  him  into  profane  mouths :  we  ought  to  feel 
the  infults  which  Jefus  Chrift  thereby  fufiers ;  to  humble 
ourfelves  betore  him,  feeing  that  his  moft  fignal  bleffing  it 
become  the  occafion  ot  the  greateft  crimes ;  to  tremble  for 
ourfelves ;  to  admire  his  goodnefs,  which,  for  the  profit 
of  a  fmall  number  of  chofen,  hath  gracioufly  been  willing 
to  fubmit  to  the  indignities  ot  that  endlefs  multitude  oC 
finners,  of  all  ages  and  of  all  timet,  who  have,  and  ftill 
continue  to  diflionour  him ;  to  avert,  by  the  tears  of  our 
heart  and  a  thoufand  inw^d  lamentations,  the  fcourget 
which   unworthy  communions  never  fail  to  draw  dowa 
vpon  the  earth.    For,  if  the  apofile  formerly  lamented 
that  genera)  plagues,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  fwjden  death? 
were  only  a  confequence  of  the  profanation  of  the  facra« 
ment;  ah!  thy  finger  has  long  been  upon  us.  Lord;  the 
cup  of  thy  wrath  is  poured  out  upon  our  cities  and  pro« 
Yinces ;    thou  armeft  kings  againft  kings,  and  nations  a« 
fuoft  naticms :  itothing  it  now  fpokenot  but  battles  and  the 

ruraoura 


^38  —  S  £  R  M  O  K    XVI» 

rumoun  of  war;  our. fields  are  ftrickcn  with  Aerility ;  oiif 
iamilies  are  confumed  by  the  (word  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
lather  is  deprived  oi  the  only  prop^and  confolation  of  his 
old  age ;  we  groan  under  burdens,  which,  though  keeping 
'  the  enemy  of  the  Hate  from  our  walls,  yet  leave  us  a  prey 
to  famine  and  want;  the  arts  are  now  almoft  of  no  avail  to 
the  people ;  commerce  languifhes,  and  indullry  can  hardly 
^pply  the  common  necelTaries  of  life-;  yet  what  are.evea 
the  public  calamities,  when  compared  with  the  private 
mifcries  known  to  thee  alone  ?  We  have  feen  our  citizens 
mowed,  down  by  hunger  and  death,  and  our  cities  turned 
into  frightful  defcrts  ;  the  enemy  of  thy  name  takes  ad- 
vantage of  our  diffentions,  and  ufurps  thine  inheritance. 

Whence  proceed  thcfe  fcourges,  great  God  !  fo  contin' 
ucd  and  fo  terrible?  Where  are  formed  ihofe  clouds  of 
wrath  and  indignation  which  have  fo  long  been  pouring,  out 
their  torrents  upon  us  ?  Is  it  not  to  punifh  the  facrilegious 
that  thou  art  armed  ?  Do  not  thci  outrages  which  are  every 
day  committed  againft  thy  body,  at  the  feet  of  the  altars,  draw 
down  upon  us  thefe  marks  of  thy  wrath  ?  O  flrike  us  then. 
Lord,  and  avenge  thy  glory;  ftop  not  the  arm  of  thy  angel 
who  hovers  over  us;  let  the  houfes  where  the  traces  of  a 
profane  blood  are  dill  imprinted  not  be  fpared  ;  thine   an- 
ger is  juft.     But  no,  give  us  not  the  water  of  gall  to  drink 
becaule  we   have   finned  againft  thee;  give  peace  in  our 
days  ;  liftcn  to  the  cries  of  the  righteous  who  entreat  it  of 
thee :  *•  Lord,"   fay   they  with   the  prophet,    **  we  look- 
•*  ed  for  peace,  but  no  good  came ;  an^  for  a  time  of  health, 
••  and  behold  trouble."     Terminate  the  profanations  which 
are  ever  the  attendants  of  wars  ;  ceafe  to  punifh  facrileges 
by  multiplying  them  on  the  earth;  once  more  reftore  ma- 
jcfly  to  fo  many  temples  profaned,  worfliip  and  dignity  to 
fo  many  churches  defpoiled,  peace  to  our  cities, 'abundance 
to  our  families,  confutation  andgladnefs  of  heart  to  Ifraei; 

let 
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let  the  cbUd  be  reQored  to  his  fatber^  and  the  hulband  to 
the  defolate  wife ;  and,  if  our  evils  touch  thee  not*  O  pay 
attentioa  to  the  xniferies  ot  thy  church* 

gi/y.  The  death  of  the  Lord  is  fhewn  tn  this  myftery^ 
for  Jefus  Cbrift  facrifices  himfelf  in  it,  by  the  myftical 
feparation  of  his  body  and  of  his  blood*    Whal  follows 
irom  thence  ?  That  we  mull  be  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  as  if 
we  were  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs  I  that  we  muft  enter  into 
the  difpofitions  of  the  difciples  and  ot  the  women  of  Je> 
rufalem  who  received  the  dying  figh  of  Jefus,  and  were 
^reient  at  the  confummation  of  his  faerifice«    Now,  what 
hatred  had  they  not  againft  a  world  which  had  crucified  their 
Mafter  ?  What  meafures  did  they  think  it  neceflary  to 
keep  with  his  murderers  ?  Were  they  afraid  of  declaring 
diemfelves  the  difciples  of  him  who  had  fo  openly  declar- 
ed-himfelf  their  Saviour,  and  that  at  the  price  of  his  blood  ? 
Did  they  not  by  to  the  heavenly  Father,  Ah  t  firike  ui* 
Lord»  who  are  the  guilty,  and  fpare  the  innocent*    What 
horror  at  their  paft  faults,  which  had  attached  fo  good  41 
fd^Otcr  to  the  crofs  I    What  a  lively  ii&preiGon  10  their 
heart  ot  his  fufierings  1  Thus,  my  brethren,  illill  to  keep 
meafures  with  the  age^  to  be  afraid  of  declaring  open« 
ly  for  piety,  to  be  afhamed  of  the  crob  of  Jefus  Chrifi;  t^ 
calculate  your  works  of  devotion  in  fuch  a  way  that  an  air 
and  a  favour  of  the  world  may  Aill  pervade  the  whole  t 
pot  boldly  to  confefs  Jefus  Chrill ;  to  be  afraid  of  abfiain- 
ing  from  a  theatre  where  he  is  infulted,  from  an  aflembl/ 
where  be  is  ofiended,  from  a  proceeding  by  w^iich  inno« 
cence  muft  fuffer,  from  I  know  not  what  train  of  lite   of 
which  the  world  makes  a  neceflity  to  you,   from  certaia 
maxims  which  wound  the  gofpel,  and  which  cufiom  has 
eftablifhed  as  laws  ;  to  pretend  to  keep  up  all  thefe  con* 
ciliatory  meafures  with  tlie  world,  and  yet  to  come  to  eat 
the  pafibver  with  the  difciples  of  Jefus  Cbrift ;  to  pre.* 

Vqu  u.  r  a  ^w*^ 


ftrve  a  correFpondence  with  his  enemies,  and  ^et  tor  (eat 
yourfekes  at  his  table ;  to  efteem  the  maxims  which  cru- 
cify him,  and  yet  tawifh  to  be  the  fpedators  and  the  faitfap- 
M.  companions  oi  his  crofs ;  ah  !  it  is  a  contradi£lion. 

tit  hath  overconre  the  world;  he  hath  fixed  it  to  his 
crofs  :  along  wirh  himfelf  he  hath  given  death  to  its  max-, 
ims  and  errors  :  confequently  to  (hew  his  death  in  the  com- 
munion is  Co  renew  the  memory  of  his  viQory.  And,  if 
fhc  world  lives  and  ftiJI  reigns  in  your  heart,  my  brother, 
do  you  not  annihilate  the  fruit  ot  his  death  ?  Do  you  not 
conteft  with  JefusChrifl  the  honour  ot  his  triumph  ?  Andv 
ifn  place  of  (hewing  his  death,  do  you  not  come  to  renew  it 
with  his  enemies.? 

fiefides,  in  the  fourth  place,  his  death  is  flfiewn  in  this 
myftery,  for  it  is  the  confummation  of  the  facrific^  of  the 
ctofs,  and  he  applies  the  fruit  of  it  to  us,  Now,  what  gives 
ts  a  right  to  the  fruit  of  the  crofs,  and,  confequently,  to  the 
communion  ?  Sufferance,  mortification,  and  a  penitent  and 
inwird  life.  For,  fay,  living  in  delights,  fliall  you  dare  to 
nourifh  a  body,  like  yours,  enervated  by  pleafures,  flattered, 
careffed  ;  (hall  you  dare,  I  fay,  to  nourifh  it  with  a  crucified 
t)0(ly  ?  (hall  you  dare  to  incorporate  Jefus  Chrifl,  dying  and 
crowned  with  thorns,  with  delicate  and  fenfuat  members  ? 
Would  this  conneftion  not  be  horrible  ?  Will  you  dare, 
by  converting  his  body  inta  your  own  fubftance,  to  tranf- 
form  it  into  an  effeminate  and  voluptuous  body  ?  Ah  !  it 
would  be  the  pcrieftion  of  iniquity.  To  be  nourifhed  with 
the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  your  members  muft  become  his 
members  ;  his  body  muft  take  the  figure  of  your  bodv. 
Now,  his  body  is  a  crucified  body  ;  his  members  are  fufFcr- 
ing  members :  and,  if  you  live  without  fuffering  ;  it  you 
bear  not  upon  your  body  the  mortification  of  Jefus  Chrift ; 
if,  perhaps,  you  have  never  pra£lifed  a  fingle  inftance  of 
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ftlf-denuil ;  if  your  days  are  pafled  in  a  tranquil  eSemina- 
cy ;  if  afflifiions  excite  impatieiice ;  it  you  feel  hurt  at 
every  thing  which  oppofes  your  humour ;  if  you  prefcribe 
to  yourfelf  no  works  of  mortification  ;  it  thofe  fent  to  you 
by  heaven  are  unwillingly  and  unthankfully  received  ;  how 
will  you  that  you  unite  your  body  to  that  of  Jefus  Chrift  7 
This  is  never  refle£led  upon,  my  brethren  ;  and,  neverthe* 
Jefs,  a  foft  and  fenfual  life  can  be  a  prefage  only  oi  an  un- 
worthy  communion. 

Lajily^  The  death  of  the  Lord  is  (hewn  in  this  royftery^ 
for  he  is  there  himlelf  as  in  a  ftate  of  death.  He  hath  a 
mouth  and  fpeaketh  not ;  eyes  and  ufech  them  not ;  feet 
and  walketh  not.  View  then,  my  brother,  and  a£laccord. 
ing  to  this  model ;  behold  how  you  ought  to  (hew  his  death 
in  partaking  of  his  body ;  you  muft  bring  there  eyes  in- 
ilru£led  to  be  rlofed  for  the  earth  ;  a  tongue  accuftomed  to 
filence,  or  to  fayings  of  t>od,  as  St.  Paul  fays  ;  feet  and 
hands  immoveable  for  the  works  of  fin^  fenfes  either  ex- 
tinguilhed  or  mortified :  in  a  word,  to  bring  there  an  uni- 
x'erfal  death  over  your  body  1  the  Hale  oi  Jefus  Chrift  in 
the  eucharift  is  the  ilate  of  the  Chriftian  on  earth  ;  a  ftate 
of  retreat,  of  filence^  of  patience,  of  humiliation,  of  di- 
vorce from  the  fenfes.  For,  what  is  Jefus  Chrift  in  the 
eucharift  ?  He  is  in  the  world  as  if  not  there;  he  is  in  the 
midft  of  men,  but  invi(ible^  he  hoars  thoir  vain  dif- 
courfes,  their  chimerical  plans,  their  frivolous  expe£U« 
tions,  but  he  enters  not  into  them ;  he  fees  their  folici- 
iudes,  their  agitations,  and  their  enterprifes,  and  he  allows 
them  to  a£l ;  divine  honours  are  paid  (o  him,  and  he  is  in- 
fulted  ;  and,  ever  the  fame,  he  feems  infenfible  alike  to  the 
infultsas  to  the  homages :  he  looks  on  while  families,  em- 
pires, and  ages  are  renewed ;  manners  are  changed ;  the 
tafte  of  men  and  of  ages  are  ince(rantly  fluQuating :  he  fees 
cuftoms  fink  into  decay  and  then  revive ;  the  figure  of  this 
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world  in  an  eternal  revolution ;  nis  inheritance  divicl<« 
cd :  wars»  feditions,  and  unexpected  revolutions ;  the 
whole  univerfe  Oiaken  ;  and  he  is.  tranquil  upon  its  ruins  ; 
and  nothing  Withdraws  him  from  his  clofe  and  ineffibte 
fiudy  of  his  Father ;  and  nothing  interrupts  the  divine  quiet 
of  his  fan^luary,  where  he  is  always  living  for  the  purpoFe 
of  interceding  for  us.  Once  more,  confidcr  and  aQ  ac- 
cording to  this  model :  let  us  bring  to  the  facred  table  ey^ 
long  fince  clofed  upon  every  thing  which  may  hurt  <nir 
foul ;  a  tongue  furrounded  with  a  guard  of  circumfpc£kion 
and  of  modefty ;  ears  chafle  and  impenetrable  to  the  hiflings 
of  the  ferpent,  and  to  the  luxury  of  thofe  founds  and  voicei 
fo  calculated  to  foiten  the  heart ;  a  foul  alike  infenfible  to 
fcorn  or  to  praife ;  a  foul  beyond  the  reach  of  the  thingt 
Ci  this  earthy  and  proof  againft  all  the  revolutions  'of  life  ; 
the  fame  in  good  or  bad  fortune;  viewing  with  indifferient 
eyes,  every  occurrence  here  below  ;  efteeming  the  good  or 
the  evil  which  occur  to  him  as  a  matter  that  does  hot  re- 
gard him ;  and,  through  all  the  agitations  of  the  earth,  the 
tumult  of  the  fenfes,  the  contradiBion  of  tongues,  the  vain 
Mterprifes  of  men,  always  watchful  to  guard  over  his  peace 
of  heart,  to  move  continually  with  a  Heady  pace  towards 
eternity,  never  to  lofe  fight  of  his  God,  and  to  have  hit 
converfation  always  in  heaven. 

Not  that  I  would  exclude  from  the  altar  afl  thofe  who 
have  not  yet  attained  to  this  ftate  of  death  :  alas !  it  is  the 
bufinefs  of  a  whole  life :  aiid  the  body  of  Jefus  Cbrift  is 
an  aid  eflablifhed  to  fortify  and  toaffift  us  in  this  undertak- 
ing. But,  our  inclination  ought  to  bend  to  it,  left  weap. 
preach  the  altar  unworthily  ;  we  mull  be  at  open  war  with 
the  fenfes,  with  our  own  corruption,  with  onr  own  weak- 
neffes,  and  be  continually  gaining  the  advantage  in  fbme  ar- 
ticle; Chriflian  felf-dcnial  muft  be  praftifed ;  the  daily 
viQories,  which  the  imprefSons  of  die  world  and  of  the 
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lenfts  gain  over  ns,  mufl  be  expiated  by  retirement,  by  li* 
knee,  by  tears,  and  by  prayer  ;    we  muft  rife  with  frelh 
vigour-  From  every  backfliding.    But,  I  mean  yen  to  un^ 
derfiand  that  a  communion  is  not  the  concern  of  a  day,  bf^ 
of  a  folemnity ;  that  our  whole  life  ought  to  be  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  eucharift ;  that  all  our  aSions  (hould  be  as  flepii 
which  lead  us  up  to  the  altar ;  that  the  life  of  too  many 
in  the  world,  even  of  thofe  who  are  not  in  debauchery,  who 
reAri£l  themfelvet  upon  nothing,  who  live  according  to  the 
fenfes,  who  are  warm  only  on  the  interelts  of  the  earth,  is  a 
life  which  (hews  not  the  death  of  the  Lord,  and  which  con* 
fequently,  excludes  you  from  this  myflery.    I  mean  you  to 
comprehend,  that  the  eucharift  is  a  feftival,  if  I  dare  to  fay 
fo,  of  mourning  and  death ;  that  delights,  pleafures,  and 
Tain  decorations  disfigure  this  facred  table,  and  occafion 
your  being  rejcQed  equally  as  him  who  appears  tliere  with- 
out  the  wedding.garment ;  that  the  meats  of  the  earth  and 
the  bread  of  heaven  cannot  be  eaten  at  the  fame  time ; 
and  that ;    on  the  morrow  after  the  Ifraelites  had  eaten 
the  old  corn  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  madfla  ceafed, 
neither  had  they  any  more  of  that  Iieavenly  food.    I  mean 
you  to  comprehendi  that  this  facrament  is  the  fruit  and  not  * 
the  mark  of  penitence;  that  thofe  communions,  determined 
by  a  folemnity,  give  rife  to  more  profaners  than  true  wor- 
ihippers  ;  that  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  cannot  be  eaten 
without  living  by  his  fpirit ;  that  the  plenitude  of  the  holy 
fpfrit  muff  even  reft  upon  a  foul,  as  upon  Mary,  before  Je- 
fua.  Chrift  can  enter  into  it,  as  it  were,  to  affiime  once  more 
the  human  nature.    I  mean  yoii  to  comprehend,  that  the 
reading  of  the  holy  books,  and  the  falutary  rigours  of  peni« 
tence,  fhould  prepare  an  abode  in  our  hearts  for  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  tlie  end  that  we  may  be  like  holy  arks,  and  that  this 
iieavenly  manna  may  reft  there  amidft  the  tables  of  the  law 
and  the  rod  of  Aaron.    I  mean  yon  to  underftand,  that  no- 
thing fliottld  alarm  yoa  more,  you  who  live  in  the  dangeni 
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of  the  age  and  who  love  them,  than  all  the  communions  4aS 
wrhich  you  have  partaken  without  preparation.  I  mean  you 
to  underfland,  that  the  bread  of  life  becomes  a  poifon  to* 
ihe  majority  of  believers  ;  that  the  altars  witnefles  almoK^ 
more  crimes  than  the  theatre ;  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  more  in- 
fulted  in  his  ianfluary  than  in  the  aflemblies  of  finners  ; 
and  that  the  (oiemnities  are  no  longer  but  myfteries  ol 
mourning  for  him,  and  days  fet  apart  to  diflionour  him.  I 
mean  you,  in  a  word,  to  underfiand,  that,  in  order  to  ap- 
proach it  worthily,  a  refpefif  ul  faith  is  required  which  ena- 
bles us  to  difcern  ;  a  prudent  faith  which  leads  us  to  exam- 
ine ourfelves ;  a  lively  faith  which  caufes  us  to  love ; 
a  noble  faith  which  induces  us  to  facrifice  ourfelves  :  with* 
out  thefe  it  is  rendering  one's  fell  guilty  of  the  body  and 
of  the  blood  of  the  JLotd ;  it  is  eating  and  drinking  their 
own  condemnation. 

Ah,  Lord!  bow  little bave  I  hitherto  known  the  inn<»* 
cence  and  the  extreme  purity  which  thou  requireftof  thofe 
who  come  to  eat  of  this  heavenly  food!  The  Centurion^ 
that  man  of  fo  fervent,  fo  humble,  and  fo  enlightened  a 
faith ;  that  man  fo  rich  in  good  works,  who  loved  thy  pec- 
pic,  who  raifed  up  edifices  to  thy  name,  and  appropriated 
rhem  to  public  prayers,  and  to  the  interpretation  of  thy 
fcriptures;  that  man  docs  not  think  himfelf  worthy  even 
to  receive  thee  in  his  houfc :  even  the  pureft  of  virgins, 
when  informed  by  thy  angel  that  thou  wert  todefccnd  into 
her  womb,  is  terrified  at  it;  ihe  contemplates  her  own 
jnothingnefs;  and,  i(  the  power  of  fpeech  ftill  remains  to 
lier,  it  is  to  afk,  how  can  this  be  ?  And  who  am  I,  Lord^ 
to  dare  to  feat  myfelf  at  thy  table  with  fo  little  precaution  ? 
I,  who  come  to  appear  empty  before  thee ;  who  have  noth- 
ing to  offer  to  thee  but  the  refufe  of  an  heart  fo  long  en- 
groflcd  by  the  world  ;  who  am  thine  only  by  intervals,  and 
vfho  ilill  leaves  to  tlie  created  and  to  the  pailions  the  maia 
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jrart  ot  my  heart ;  who  bring  to  thine  altars  only  weak  ef* 
Tays  of  falvation,  and  confummated  works  ot  fin ;  who 
liave  nothing  above  other  finners  but  the  abufe  of  thy 
Bleflings;  but  nnavaiUng  lights;  but  fentiments  which 
evaporate  in  vain  wifhes ;  but  a  thoufand  infpirations^ 
which  gain  nothing  from  me  but  fruitlefs  fleps  to  conver- 
fion  ;  but  an  heart  incapable  of  tanriliariCng  itfelf  either 
with  fin  or  with  virtue;  but  a  difpofkion  naturaUy  good, 
and  almoil  intuitively  inimical  to  excefs  and  to  vice,  anc| 
which  I,  however,  have  fpoiled. 

Ah,  Lord!    the  fruits  of  an  holy  commanion  are  fe 

abundant,  fo  fenfible ;  the  foul  quits  it  fo  overflowed  with 

thy  blefTings  and  thy  grace,  that,  when  I  had  no  other 

proof  ot  the  unworthinefs  of  my  communions  than  their 

ineificacy,  I  ought  to  tremble  and  be  humbled.     When 

thy  body  is  eaten  worthily,  we  are  told  that  the  hunger  is 

xiot  allayed  ;  and  I  withdraw  from  that  facred  table  wearied 

out,  and  tired  of  mine  homages :  I  breathe,  quitting  it, 

as  on  quitting  a  drudgery,  or  an  aSm  to  which: ceremony 

alone  calls  me :  I  congratulate  myfelf  that  it  is  over,  as  I 

would  do  on  being  rid  of  a  painful  undertaking ;  and,  if  I 

feel  any  reliOi  excited,  it  is  for  the  world  and  for  pleafures. 

When  thy  body  is  eaten  worthily,  we  abide  in  thee,  and 

thou  abided  in  us  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  thy  precious  blood, 

which  flill  flows  in  our  veins,  leaves  us  thy  inclinations, 

thy  traits,  thy  refemblance,  and  that  we  are  another  thee ; 

noble  and  heavenly  inclinations  (hould  alone  be  feen  in  us, 

and  fentiments  worthy  of  the  blood  we  have  received: 

and,  neverthelefs,  I  always  find  in  me  only  terreftrial  de« 

fires,  mean  and  groveling  tendencies,  and  an  heart  flill 

crawling  in  the  dirt,  and  incapable  of  foaring  above  the 

created,  and  of  returning  to  thy  bofom  from  whence  it 

came.    When  thy  body  is  eaten  worthily,  thou  telleft  us 

that  we  live  for  thee,  and  eternally ;  and  I  have  continuedL 


j^S  S  1  R  M  O  N   XVI. 

to  K  ve  for  the  world,  for  myMU  Tor  thofe  ajround  me,  ior  01/ 
pleafures*  ff/t  my  fcbemes  of  advancement,  for  mine  aHadn, 
for  a  iamiljf,  for  children,  ior  my  glory ;  for  you,  fcarce- 
Ij  a  fingle  moment  in  the  day.  What  then  muft  I  do, 
iord  ?  Muft  I  retire  from  thy  table  ?  What !  this  iruit  oi 
life  (bottid  be  forbidden  me  7  What  I  the  bread  of  confo- 
htion  fhould  no  longer  be  broken  for  me  ?  No,  Lord,  thou 
doft  not  mean  to  exclude  me  from  it,  but  only  that  I  be 
prepared  for  it ;  thou  refufeft  me  not  tiie  bread  of  children, 
but  thou  wouldft  that  mine  unworthinefs  force  thee  not  to 
give  me  aferpent  in  place  of  it.  Prepare  then  thyfelt  in 
mine  heart  an  abode  worthy  of  thee;  taake  the  rdugh  and 
crooked  ways  of  it  fmooth,  and  let  the  heights  be  levelled  ,* ' 
purify  my  defires ;  correfi  my  inclinations,  or  rather  cre- 
ate within  me  new  ones.  Thou  alone  can!t  be  thy  pre- 
curfor,  and  prepare  the  way  for  thee  in  fouls.  Fill  us  then. 
Lord,  with  thy  fpirit,  to  the  end  that. we  may  eat  of  thy 
body  worthily,  and  live  eternally  for  thee. 

Now,  to  Cod,  &c« 
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